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FOR 
My FRIENDS. 


My Friends, 
SBS.S; HE Idea of Friendſhip, 
RI re al know, is not leſſe 
W47S Beautiful, ad Pleaſing, 
<C A 2 than Commun : Who ſo. 
W/W" moroſe, ſo rude, jo ſelf 
1h, ſ, 0 baſe-minded, b»t wonld fain 
be, iſ not really, yet in vulgar eſti- 
mation, ewinert- both for Active, and 
Paſſive Friendſhip £ Do not the moſt 
of men, make it their main ftudie, and 
labor, how they may acquire friends 3 
and appear-to be ſuch to thoſe, whom 
they would make ſuch to themſelves £ 
Ah the poor Hind Philoſophers, and 
they wil tel you, what an 1incompara- 
ble "Jewel a true Friend #5. $0 
wndaread received ,. ſo- delicions, 

A 2 and 


and raviſhing, 7 the Notion of Friend- 
ſhip. © 4nd yet, Friends, 1 muſt in- 
forme Jon, that albeit the Notion of 
Friewdfhip be ſo commun, and pleaſ\- 
ibg "yt" the Thing it ſelf, 3 as rare, 
and dilpleaſing to this narrow-ſpi- 
a Aiiftot: rited, (ſelfiſh Age. a 0h / what a dolc- 


- vxgt ar ful and ſad contemplation # it, to 
paucitie of azz Tngenuous, and Noble, ( no# to 
7:1 adde'a Chriſtian") Spirits to conſider; 
thaths among the croud of men, whoſo much 
cries out, affet, profeſle, and plorie in this 
Hs of ſiile,. of being Your Friend, how few 
a&,0 there are, who afte&, yea, who do not 
frinds* in Truth contradic, #he Thing ## 
friend, felf_ 2 Do not moſt pretenders to friend- 

ſhip towards you, appear to be, at laſt, 

friends to none but themſelves Alas! 


if the Notion of Friendſhip be fa 


ſweet, and rare.; they how much 
#iore {weet, and. rare 3s the Thing 
it ſelf? Be muſt. needs be much: Alies. 
zated frow Human. Nature.,. who is 
z20t wel-pleaſed. with the Name 5 and 
get bom. few are experimentally At 
quainted with the Thing ? The Deſigne 
therefore of this following Diſcourſe, is, 
#0 Revive the true Idea, and Chara- 
Cer of Friendſhip, both Human and 


'Divine 3 


ce. 
tes 4) en 


r 


| Divine 3 which ſecozs mnch” oblite- 
\ rated, und defaced, 7n #heſe Laſt 
Times of Apoſtaſpe. 

7 have been, My Friends, long med;- 
tatang, how. I might beſt expreſſe my 
Love to your Souls : ' And, after ſe- 
riows Inquiſition, T carnot find out 4 
more ettectual- Expedient than this, 
to acquaint you with, and preile you 
anto, Divine- Amitie with God in 
Chriſt 5 which zs the only ſolid, and 
ſubltantial Foundation, for Amitie 
among our ſelves : For if we are not 
Þ Friends of Chriſt, we fhal not be 

| Good, or Long friends each with 
other. . Wherefore, my main work lies 
here, to corroborate, and fortifie the 
great Eſſentials, and Vitals of friend- 
ſhip with Chriſt 3 | and then our Friend- 
ſhip among our ſelves wit follow, as 
Light doth the Sun, Heat Fire, and 
the Shadow the Bodie. For it 3s, to 
me, an Pxperiment, or Obſervati- 
on, clothed with eternal Truth, that 
nothing hath a more efficaciow, and 
ſoverain [nfluence, for the Produ- 
ion, Confervation, ard Improve-. 
ment .of - wntwal. friendſhip among 
Chriſtians, 4s Chriſtians 3; - yea, 
3 among 


' among men, as men, .wnder a/ Rela- 
tions, #har wel-grounded, and 
Growing Friendſhip with Chriſt 3 
which is the firſt, original, Univerſal 
Tdea, or moſt perfe# Exemplar of al 
other true Friendſhip. And, without 
al peraduventure, were Chriſtians but 
better friends of Chriſt, they would 
be better friends among themſelves. 
TWhence ariſe thoſe envenimed Spi- 
rits, thoſe proud Animolities, thoſe 
vexatious Heats, and needlefle Con- 
troverlies, among the profeſſing friends 
of Chriſt ; but from ſome very great 
gradual, zf ot eſlential, defeZ in 
that Friendſhip they profeſſe towards 

Chriſt £ Doth. not Chriſt make this ar 
clleatial charaQer of his friends, that 
they love each other, Joh. 15. 
12,172 Is mot then the defef® of 
Love, andFriend{hip among Chriſti- 
ans, a black Marque of. ſome defet# i 
our Friendſhip towards Chriſt * And is 
there any more effeFual courſe 10 'be 
taken, for the Repairment, and Re- 
ſtauration of he primitive love, 47d 
friendſhip among Chriſtians, tha the 
Reſtauration,avd Repairment of their 
lapguid, dying Love, andFriendſhip 

| towards. 
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towards Chriſt © Such an intimate, 
eſſential Connexion with, yea, cau- 
ſal Dependence or friendſhip with 
Chriſt, has Chriſtian friendſhip. among 
our ſelves, both in its firſt Production, 
and Improvement. 

Having, My Friends, given you my 
deſigne, 1 muſt. a little. acquaint you, 
with the Material parts, and Acci- 
dents. of the following Diſcourſe. 
Finding my ſelf under a deep ſenſe, of 
»iany intrinfeck, and eſſential 0bliga- 
tions, ſome natural, ſome civil, ſome 
Chriſtian, and ſome mixed of ſome, 
or al of theſe ;, which have brought me 
under many particular Laws, and 
Offices of Chriſtiau friendſhip towards 
you3 TI have, for the diſcharge of the 
ſame, endeauvoredto comprehend, under 
ſome one or Vother Head, al your Caſes, 
and Conditions : and 0 that you would 
al take your portion ! 


I. Someof you are my Friends by x: my 
Bloud, 42d Nature ; and 0 that TFrien?'s 
could ſay, we were al ſuch by Grace, _—— 
ard the Blowd of Chrift alſo ! But, 

Ab !. Alas ! I fear, ſome of you, who 

ere Dear, yea very Dear friends ts me 


SE 


by Bloud, are yet Enemies fo Chrifs.- 
And, albeit I ans not arrived to that 
eveſrre of Pure zele, as to ſay, with 
Paul, Kow.9.3, I could wiſh my 
ſe}f were accurſed: from Chriſt, for 
my Brethren, my . Kinſmen accord- 
ing to the Fleſh 3 Tet, Thope, I way, 
in ſome. popr meſure, without vanitie 
ſay, in the foregoing \'words of Paul;. 
_ v.22, That | have great heavines, and 
continual ſorrow in mine heart for 
you, to conſider, that any of us, who are 
tied together by ſuch a natural Bond" of 
frieodſbip founded in Bloud. ſboxld be 
eternally rent, and feparated each from 
other, If. there were any place for ſor- 
row and grief iz Heaucn, how much 
of it would be fonnd in the hearts of 
elorified$aints, to think, that while they 
are there bathing their hearts, inthe. 
ſoul-ſatighjing river: of Life, part -of 
their own fleſh and bloud, ſhould be 
frying, and boiling in the flames of 
Hel 2' O-that Teould prevail upon you, 

who are ſo near to me'by bloud (and 
yet, at'1fear, too many: of you, far frons 
Chriſt ). ſetiouſiy to conſider, the weight 
of thoſe. Arguments offered to you; 'in 
the fellowing Treatiſe; for Fo 
wit 


' with Chrift "What is it, you moſtly 
Intend, or | aim at 2. Would. you fair 


| preſerve your Names, Families, and 


Repute, . from being buried x the 
agen of Oblivion, Diſgrace, 4nd 
Reproche ? I do not condeme your 
endeauor hereof, provided that it bein 
Subordination to the Name, a#d In- 
tereſt of your Lord, and in SubjeRi- 
on to his Souerain mall, and Pleaſure 5 
Biet yet. remember, I pray Jong 
(1.) That 4 Name, is but a Name, 
when: al is done, and therefore but 
a 4 Shadow of a Thing (2.) That *Aiy©- 
a Good Name zs, by Univerſal Con- — —— 
ſcat, but the Shadow, or Reflexion 

of Virtue. And what greater Yirtwe 
can there be than the EleGjon of Chriſt 
for your friend £ What are a thouſand 
Names, pr Titles of Honor without 
Chriſt, bit. as ſo many Ciphers with- 


out a fignre #. Ton. know, that ten or 


twenty Ciphers, if they ftand aloas, 
without \ C0; Fi kh Precedent, ifs 
nothing - + biit-prefixe. « figure before 
them, and then each Cipher is very 
ſig nificant. .' Aud, i it not jnſt-fo 


; with al Names, gnd Titles of Ho- 


or? Are they any more, in themſelurs, 
(e) * - ...- 


than mere Ciphers 2 But place Chriſt 
before them, and then, O ! how ſig- 
nificant 5 every Name or Title of 
Honor ? How 2:any 10000, or 1000C0 
of Honors follow £ Tea, (3.) Can 
there be a greater picce of Honor, and 
Renown tha# this, to let your Names, 
and Honors rot in the duſt for the 
Name of Chriſt 2 Surely, the beſt way 
'Zo preſeive your Navre, is to Sacrifice 
it to Chriſt, and his Service. O that 
you had 100000 Names, and Dignities 
10 part with for Chriſt, and bis Ser- 
wice | What the Honor of Chriſt's 
friends is, yon wil ſee p. 163. of this 
Diſcourſe. Or, is it Riches, Pleaſures, 
Beantie,, or Libertie you air at e© 
Surely, theſe you wil find no where fo 
- pure, /o ſweet, ſo ſatisfying, as 5x 
friendſhip with Chriſt; as Chap. 6. 
"And if theſe taking, alluring Argu- 
ments wil not prevail with you, to make 
Chriſt your friend ; then read, I beſeech 
you, the Black Marques, «xd Curles, 


which remain on Open, or Secret - | 


Enemies of Chriſt, Chap. 8.: But if you 
'are in any meſure inclined to make 
Chriſtyour fried, then ſor farther [a- 
ducemetits, "and ' Dire@d7onr, view 


Chap, 9. AS 


| 
| 
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ſuch, on any civil account, or Rela- \ 


As for you, My Friends, hy are Formy | 
; friends by 

3 ivil con- 

tion, conrtrafed by Education, or con: trad. 

veriation 5 if you yet remain ſtrangers 

to Chriſt, my Deſires, azd Advice 70 


| You, are the ſame with what precedes #2 


#) Friends, and Relations by Bloud. 


But as for you, My Friends, who are For my" 
ſo by Grace, though #'ot by Nature or —_— con 
by Grace, and Nature both, 1 ſhal, be- by Naturez 
cauſe I hnow I may, uſe much freedome — 
with Jon. 1 have ever had ance I un- Ny 
derſiood what F riend{bip means, great 
eſtime of it ; though T am ſenſible of 
great defetFs therein, both towards Chriſt 
and you. And that which makes me 
the more to value your friendſhip is, ma- 
xy ſpiritual Advantages, eſpecially, 
the Benefit of your Prayers 5 which, I 
an very apt to perſuade my ſelf, I re= 


 ceive thereby. AndihbeRetlexionon, 


or . contemplation of thoſe many 
weightie Obligations, a,d Engage- 
ments 7 lie under, in reference to you,. 
as a great motive to ergage my pen, inn, 
this VUndertakement before you. I muſt, 


b c . 


confeſſe, T have been formerly, and ſtil 


dts in part, mich diſſutified in the. 
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commun Humor, or Itch of writing 
Books ; eſpecially, unleſſe there be ſome- 
thing morethan ordinary to be found iz 
them: But yet conſidering, that Books 
are valued, and read by friends, not 
only for their own intrinſeck values but 
alſo according to the Eftime, and Af- | 
fetian we have of the Author, this gave 
me ſome hopes, that theſe my Delires, 
and Labors, though never ſo mean and 
contemliblein themſclves, as alſs in the 
efiime of Athenian Wits, might be of 
ſome Uſe to you, for your ſoul s good. 
And I am farther to informe you. 
My- dear Friends, that when I entred 
on this Onderiakement, my firſt Inten- 
tion-Was, only to give you ſome fami- 
lrar and brief Manual, or DireCorie, 
for your Iiſtrujon, in What Chriſt 
expects from his friends, in a way 
of Dutie ; and what they may Ex- 
pet from him, in a way-of praci- 
ous privilege, and Vouchſafement : 
What ought to be the poſtures of 
your hearts: towards Chriſt ; aftd 
what are the poſtures of Chriſt's 


heart towards you : How you may 

walk with Chriſt 5 a&d how Chriſt 

wit walk with yoo, ie al __ 
ah 0 
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of friendſhip, and Communion. 
The, I ſay, was my firſt Intention, 
when I firſt undertook this Diſcourſe. 
' Which indeed takes in the ſum of my 
| pra@tick Divinitie, a»d which 7 in- 
tended to give you, with as much Per- 
ſpicuitie, Brevitie, and Familiaritie, 
as T might. But, Lo! Thad no fooner 
entred into that ſpaciows field of Em- 
manuel's Land, and there received 
ſome glimmering proſpe@, of thoſe heart- 
| ran Ping Beauties, and incomparable 
Perte&ions, which render him ſo much 
eligible, and amiable for himſelf, but I 
ſoon loft my ſelf, and my firſt Intenti- 
on ix thoſe Thickets. I was, as the 
wandring-Bee, ſo 8#aken with the ſta- 
grant flours, that grow in this Emma- 
nuel's garden ; as that Iconld not re- 
frain wandring from: flour to flour, til 
I had gathered ſome ſweet boney fron 
each. _ | 
| And this, My Friends, gives you the 
| Reaſon why the explicatorie part of 
| 3h Firſt Book, which I intended. to 
compriſe in one SeQion, or Chapter «t 
moſt, "is run up to ſuch a Bulk, and 
takes not in, as I gxeſſe, the fourth 
part. of the firſt fundamental Law 
$6% (43) of 


of friendſhip with Chriſt. and «l- 
beit it may ſeem to ſome too offenſive, 
#0 others too uncouth and difficult, to 
others too _digreflive, to others too ar- 
tificial3 yet I zuſt tel you, that T re- 
pent not of my Labors herein. O happy 
Digreſſuon, that. meets with ſo good a 
friend! O Blefied Art, that ſerves to 
adorne the Lord of Gloriel 

' Firſt, I am 910t ignorant, that this 
Diſcourſe wil ſeem offenſive 10 many 
Curious, Athenian wits 5 who may, 
peraautnture, out of cur:oſitie look, into 
53t, but after a taſt of my Deſigne, wil 
treat it as the Athenians did Paul's 
Diſcourſe, 4@. 17.18. What wil this 


Babler ſay 3 &*c. To talk, of Chriſt's 


being eligible for himſclf 5 and thar 
he ought to be eleQed as ſuch by 
his friends, zs « 1/yſtcrie too great for 
the wiſadome of this world to compre- 
hend : ard therefore no wonder, if 
many laſcivious wits ſnarleend carpe 
at fac Diſcourſes. But I neither re- 
gard, © nor fear their cavils : I bleſſe the 
Lord, T have this witnes in my ſelf, 
that, what T write, is Truth 5 yes; a 
"Truth »eceſarie to be ineulcated, in 
fbefe Wanton,  Backſlidiog _ 
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And though 1 ſal not undertake to 
windicate every expreſſion, yet T no 
way dout, but, with the Lord's aſ- 
ſtance, to maintain the ſubſtance Li 
this Diſcourſe, and each part thereof ; 
and that both by Scriptural, ad Ra- 
tional Argument. T have ſtudioully 
. avoided Comtroverſies, becauſe my ſub- 
jed # Love, and friendſhip : either 
would IT have a — with any, 
but ſuch as have ſome fundamental 
controverſie with my Lord. Ton wil 
find here aothing diſſonans t0 the 
DoFrine of the Church of England, as 
ſtated by our firſs Reformers, azd 
Sealed by many of them, with their 
Bloud. Tet Ipretend not 10 be Iofalli- 
| ble, and therefore if any ſerious per- 
fon, ſhal declare his diſſent, againſt any 
thing dropt from my Pew, I hope, Iſhal 
be willing to be betler informed 5; and 
though he may find me in an error, be 
ſhal not leave mein obſtinacie. 

But to returne to you, My briſtian 
friends, for whom IT am more nearly 
concerned, and, in 4 meſure, aſflifted 
for ſomeof you, who are good friends of 
Chriſt, and yet may, peraduenture, find 
foms Diſappointment, zf #0 occaſior: 
(44) of 


of ſpiritmal. trouble, from this Treatiſe, 
and that both as to Matter and Forme. 
Firſt, as to its Matter, you may, pers 
haps. find ſomething above your late)le» 
Gtual. capacitie to apprehend 5 and 
others above your Moral, or Gracious 
capacitie #o praiſe. 1. As for ſuch 
Notions, you ##4y here meet with, above 
your Apprehenlive capacitie 5 you 
may be pleaſed to conſider. (1.) That 
 #heſe Notions here explicated, are not 
mere, ile, fruitlefle ſpeculations 5 
but Scriptural Myſteries, ſuch as are 
ful of ſpiritual ' ſap, ard. juice 3 41d 
have a mightie x ndetond ' Influence 
on our walking with God, as our friend. 
(2.) If your capacitie be too ſhort to 
wade thorow, or fadome the Depths of 
thefe Divine Myſteries x yet remember, 
 *tis worth your while. to fland on the 
b4nhs of this bottomleſle Ocean, and 
crie out with Paul, Rom, 11. 33. O 
the Depth ofthe riches, both of the 
wiſdome, and .knowlege of God !. 
4 Te car comprehend, or apprehead 
4.14 a:little: of ſuch Tranſcendent my- 
ſteries, - it ' 3s of great moment. 
(3-) Remember alſo that, Paul, Rom: 
1, I4. counted himſelf a debtor a 

| ? A : + 8 Is | S * : t "I 


the wiſe, as wel 8s ta therunwile, 
(4.) Though in the explicatiow of ſome 
great Scriptural Myſteries, T have gone; 
perhaps, beyondordinary capacities, yes 
1 have in other parts, Pecialy in the 
application, eudeavored to condeſcend 
to vulgar capacities. x 
2. As for juch Truths as may ſeem to 
be above your moral, or gracious' ca- 
pacitie, ./z point of practice, particu- 
larlythat. of eleting Chriſt for him- 
ſelf, and the like z be pleaſed to take 
notice; (1.) That we treat of Friend- 
ſbip with Chriſt in its univerſal Idea, 
or abſtrat Nature ; ot z» zts Con- 
crete; or Subject : we: ſhew what our 
Friendſhip ought to be,not whatwe alwajes 
attain unto. ( 2.) Know that it is one 
thing topractice Truths, awd another 
thing to know we practice them s The 
meaneſt Chriſtian doth, daily, more or 
leſſe, pra#iſe this Truth, of eleQing 
Chriſt for himſelf, a/bezt be krows not 
that he doth it. EE. 

' Laſtly, Some of. you, My dear 
friends, #2ay perventure ſcraple at the 
Forme of this Diſcourſe 5 as being too 
artificial, ard clothed with too much 
of the Fg yptian Spoils, or human 
—_——— learning. 


Learning: ' But let ſuch remember 3 
(1.) That what Earings, or Jewels we 
have taken from the Ag yptians, er Pa- 
gans, ere only uſedio adorne the Lord 
of Glorie, from who they al came. 
(2,) We uſe ther, not: as eſſential 
parts of or Diſcourſe, but only as Ac- 
cidents, to illuſtrate, end ſet off the 
Trath we deliver 5 that ſo carnal hcarts 
erag thereby be allured, tro come and 
ſee, what excellences are in our Lord. 
(3 ) It muſt be confidered, that there is 
a vaſt difference ' between the Word 
preached, 4rd Printed Diſcourſes 
thereon, In Preaching the Word, 
the Miniſter aFs as the Ambaſſador 
of Chrift, and inveſted with his Auto- 
ritie 3 and tberefore the more he arro- 
gates,.,0r aſſumes of Human Autori- 
tie, the more he ſcems to derogate 
from the Autorivie ' of Chriſt. The 
word Preached, the move it is clothed 
with its own native, virgin ſimplici- 
tie 5 and the leſſe mixture it has of 
human wiſdome, 2rd Autoritiesz the 
more Autaritie ad Efficacie it has, 4s 
T conceive, on Conſcience. . But now in 
Printed Diſcourſes, the caſe ſeems 
wnch different. For (1.) The author 
"FR j 
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aTs under a more private capacitie, 
by virtue of bis Gifts. (21.) Is Prins- 
ed Excrcices, I ſee no reaſon t0 the 
contrarie, but that the Author may have 
diverſe ends, (though al ſubordinate 
to God's Glorie ) and ſo a mixture of 
d:fferent Materials and Subjeds, ſome 
Human, ſpe Divine, WH#hich is 2 
ſufficient Apologie for what mixture of 
human Argument you may find, in this 
folloying Diſcourſe 3 which is intended 
as an Ides, as wel of Civil, as of Di- 
vine Friendſhip 3 that ſo the Former 
may allure, and make way to the 
latter 5 azd the Latter give Spirit, and 
PerfeCtion to the former. | 


Bodie, the deſigne nd matter of the 
following Treatiſe. What remains but 
that we z2ow enter on, not only the 
Studie and Contemplation, but alſo 
. the practice of the enſning SubjeF 2 
Which that we may, with Life, and 
Power engage in, ard performe, and 
| ſoout-go, and out-live al falſe Hypo- 

critich friends, of this back: ſliding age, 
ought to be onr daily Prayer 3 which is 
<2 Rs greatly 


greatly deſired ' of you, beenje greatly 
needed, by him, who conceives himſel 
ander many eſfential obligations t0 be, 
firfi, entirely and inviolably _ she 
Lords 3 . and in him, entirely, and 
u0violably,'. 
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: ERRATA _ ; 

Age 32, line 4. for two read too. p. 47-1: 31. for or r. ad. | 

— Þ- 96. 1.23. r.Cant.'6 3. p £85.] 15. blot out. generation and 

"2 ,Þ-Tg2. marg. |4$./x p14. p. 247: 1. #lt. r. Yorl/ly. p. i$5.1 2, 

before Sun inſert the, p. 228. Contents). 4. blor.out « before Chriſt, 
P-258. 1, 5. r, #je 3. pe3il-1. 9. blot outthe firſt Soul, + 


—_ , 


Memorandum. 


jf* thou find, in the following Diſc. ; 
Z courſe, ſome Words above thy Capaci- | 


 tieto apprehend ; be pleaſed ro remem- 
ber, thatthe following word, or words 


J 


do, for the moſt part, Interpret, and 
Explain the ſame. A 


| 


THE: 


a 
'f 


we EDT 


OT TEL.” 


| THEOP HILIE: 


A Diſcourſe of en Saints Aritie 


with God in Chriſt... 


am AN 


Of CHRISTOLOGIE 


Or Concerning the righe conſtituti- 
| on of the, Obje& 3 How: Chriſt is 
tobe EleQed = his. Friends. 


-V kv 


—- — 


Of the Gnſt Fundamental Law or Friendſhip 


with, Chriſt : 3 Conſiſting in a prudent 
Elc&ion of- a ſingle, complete Chriſt, for 
Himfelt. Þ/11 h 


. ow 


"EIT 
Of Friendſhip in Getieral ; with the Ex- 
plication of Fob. 15. 14+ Te ore my 


. Friends, if ye do whaiſoever 1 I command Jon 


Ca. 


SECT. I. 
Of Friendſhip in General: 


» 


Univerſal and Communicative it 
IS 3 and the more waiverſal and 
communicative any Goat is, the more amz- 


cable or fttendly it is: _ There iS a kind of 


natur at. 


Y2D98 Very Good, whether natwral, ci- Of Fri 
IS vil, or Divine,is by ſo much the ſhip in s 
Ds better, by- how. much the more mera. 


-v "_—_ general os C In. 


Natural at (hipiam dafintkehs _ 
friendſhip. ke Wo J urEare r ſach' an e 
fr combination Of; [tural friendſhip, as | 
Fre > te Ds of the anbole, 
HOC oh A obey to thetr - | 
proper I —_— the four | 
etermems' Fire feeras- mobte-amd 
a6izve and 


conthudubcLie.” io Dh. OA the | ro 


a which fed to.be no 5 
# That the Sun ts, 'r0p other than Oy fire, is-of | 
ref CET oo ferreiann 
hiloſophers toth "Pagan Ie y5 uſe+ moſt 'unt- 
nad Chrifies, D NT -- erally active—and -commu- 
derne as ancient-g—Babeton—RICATIVE ot its beat, and 3uflu- 
—+27a0my —_— Rovotent) 1exnte' 3) iweording to that de- 
of this Age nj Of fic Eription- of:\the- Pfalmiſt, 
elſe where2** 29 $73:9R02 96! 5516. zwhere the Sun is 
brought in under .the ſhallow 
of 1" Fiendly Bridtgy joycing in—his 
amicable communcations to the Creatures.: 
yea its ſaid, there 3s Hothing hid from the heat 
thereof, i. &- not 'ouly the beautie of the Roſe, 
and prrtzes of al plants 3 bur alſo the \ erfe- | 
Fions of Minerals, the luftre of Gold and | 
Silver, theyparkling of. the. Diamond, with 
other precious ſtones, which lie hid in the 
-bowels of: the earth, owe” their - original to 
the Suw's friendly communications of hear 
- + and: mftwuence. ; 
Human 3 -The:iproper ſear: of. Humai F rientſÞip IS 
friendſhip. crvit.-Focterie,. either perfonal,: domeſtick, ," Or 
morepolitick;: and'the» more publick-ſpirited 


and . communicative men are,. the more 
S noble 


why hat, 


+ 2 $0, WW \ W- fo Wh "% TD "oo "VC 7 Oe HOES 


M m2 A2> 


le 


S. Ts | of: Fire endſbip. GP 
noble and frjendly.: Nowgnfiriced and 
eViſh pexſans, fzeh as. are wholly lung. to 
their own I#erefkr,.as they, age, tie neproches 
.of al ;ſocieties,:{0ljkewile or ugfic to 


"V> 


make friends. "He that cannot-denie him- 
{elf wil ſoon; denie-,þis friend: OY (PE 
wholly wedded a Pe to 
break, with: bis belhfriends; 2 they; ftagdiin 

the, way of ſefiexahetion-. ; It.;i5.the gene- 

x9us noble. {tld we. inte, SF, [HINA 

the beſt fxiend- rv 1 700 thu Fon, | 
whether canjugel AS PORE CEOS "Roe Mt 2 
ahi fTIOre AJORe:+> 17 (336 Rb DENES 

As for Divine, Amitiex _ trie! 1Þ 5 bog fbnad "6 

Jn Chritt muſt neceſſarilyjbe the Ld friend 
becauſe the moſt, þ aniverſal, © | 

diffuſive, and, :CONEMBHICAHIUE, b T he [rr RO make 


this ore charaRer of their 
00d; God. 1s duch.a.Good as : thiefet Good that it be 


end 


' iS commun to al; .ang, yet pro-; Kdtyatoaaty, moſt d'ffuſive or 


per to eath - of his triends. c , Cormp1anucative . | of it ſef. 
Chriſt hes no Intereſt of his _ Whence Plato faith }Sias 


ewn Croſſeto the main Into | F648, th eirias Pater 
reſt . of: his: friends: . Sin is. Fr thieſ_1dea of ay * the 


therefore the worſt evil, and, Produdtive 4+ F al Good. 
w_ which moſt obttruQs the, 


a & ** . = 


an 21417 ry nec hen appetite ) unto " arivets, 
ſelfiſh ends, and Intdreſts. Whereas Grace, {0 
tar as it is predominant, makes men | generous, 
publick-ſpiritcd and commynicative in al de- 
trgns, and ations ; and therefore it makes. 


. the beſt friends in al relations, — 


and ſtations, For Grace, being the Reſſem- 
2 blance 


4 


No true 
Amitie but 
what is 
founded on 
Amitic 
wich 


'Chriſt. 


blaite or mage of God, the: moſt univerſal, 
beſt good and 


tier. Hence' it appears," that the Saints 


Amitie ot friendſhip with Chriſt,  God-man, | 


(whether we con{iderit objedively in regard 


of Chriſt; or ifubjedively* in *regard ' of -the * 
Saints) is the moſt perfet#Tdez, —_ or & 
ea, we ® 
may be bolt to ſay, that there is no real and JF 
cordial Amitie among men, but what has its | 


patterne pf - al human friendſpip- 


Foundation in, and Derivation-from this D&- 
vine Amitic; © or friendſhip, *twixt Chriſt 


and his friends. He that is not a friend to | 


God in Chriſt, is not truly 2 friend to any 


_ Other ; no, nor yet to himſelf. We muſt | 
therefore have recourſe to- this Divine | 


Amitie with Chriſt, not only as the right 
patterne, but as alſo the ſpring of al Amitie 
amongſt our ſelves. The Deligne therefore 
of this . Treatiſe is, to explicate and demon- 


ſtrate, what are the Laws and Privileges of | 
the Saints fFiendſhip with Chriſt : which wil | 
alſo give us the belt Idea, Fonndation and'ex- | 
pedients for friendſhip amongſt - our elves, - | 


under al Relations, States, and Conditions, 
both as men and Chriſtians. h 


The general Tdre; 8&6, C.t. 


iend, the \ more it prevails in 
any fon}, the more friendly and actively uſe- | 
ful wil ſug be, in al Relations and Capaci- | 


SEC. | 


BR amt. amis. 


4 
a 


$.3. The Parujbraſe of the Text. 


_—_— 


be Paraphraſe and Explication of the Text, 


hee 


' A S for the ' Foundation of * this: Diſcourle, 
E we ſhall fixe it on part of our Lords . 
* farewel-Sermon, Joh. 15. 14." Te-are my 
* friends, if ye do whatſoever I command you. 
' Theſe words, as to the letter of them,jare The mind 
plain and familiar: Their mizd and ſenſe you of the 
may take in the following paraphraſe and ex- m_— , 
plication. Friends arc beſt known at parting: /® 55-14: 
Chriſt is now at parting-point with his Diſci= 
{ ples : they ſeem to condole his departure and 
hang about him as loth to part 3 eſpecially 
ſeeing his departure was like to prove ſo 
prejudicial both to him and them. But our - 
e | bleſſed Lord, to ſolace their ſpirits, and re- 
e | vive their faith, gives them to underſtand 
» | they ſhould be no loſers by his abſence : for, 
f | Te are my friends. As if het had aid tis 
1 F true, I leave you in a perſecuting, temti 

| dirty world ;, yet be not overmuch concerned 
5, *# about mine abſence ': Be aſſured I have ſuch 
ſr, | a bleeding ſenſe of your condition, ſuch a 
| fire of Aﬀediion, ſuch tenderneſſes of com- 

paſſion, ſuch warme bowels, an heart ſo large, 

| fo graciow, ſo ſympatherick; towards you, as 

that I may as ſoon forget my (elf, as forget 
F. | you: Know, that Tam now going to bleed 
to ae tor you, that you may {ive and reign 
with me ; 1 go'to take up my logemnent, So 

B 3 three 
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 FbrPdraphraſe oftheText. C. xr. 
three dayes, in a cold grave ( that ſhadow 
of darknes) for you, that fo you may loge 
with me for ever in 1anſidas of Glorie : and 
after that+I ſhal aſcend up to Heavey for 
you, and yet leave mine heart with you on | 
earth. Its true, I ſhal not then any more © 
fgh, or weep, or bleed for Foy yet ſhal Lmot | 
be without 'a deep - ſenſe of :your febVidg, | 
weeping, and , bleeding, for and after me, a 
Know, that diftce, of place ſhal make no | 
 diftance in'mine Amitie: and friendfhip to- | 
| Wards; you. Remember, in al your {iraits 

you have-a'fxiend- in- Heaven, who 1s not | 
| ranting you on earth. 3 albeit the 
world may-lode you with. diſgrace, reproches, 
and a.woxld of -i/-wil, yet 1 ſhal nevertheles þ 
own you as my friends : yea, I ſhal then # 
own you: moſt, when: the world, and Pry 


I n+ 84 # 


and reject you. ap may expe moſt of 
my friendly regards, affegionate care,, and 
gr acious vouchſafements, ,even then, when 
you are-molt deſpiſed, .perſecurcd, and hated 
by the World. In bricf, affure your ſelvcs, | 
you ſhall. find. me: alwaies-your-beft friend, and | 
Sometimes.youp only. friend; for, believe, me, | 
you arp, my. Friends, . Only with this Proviſo, | 
if. ye do whatfoc ver 1 command , you 3, 146. It you 
aPPLOVE Your {c]ves. fricnds | to..me, by ob-. 
ic rving el my commands; bath narticular, (uch 
25 1 hay newly mentioned, and more. pene- 
rxl. as its becometh. Friends. :. Ox «le, we 
may: unlerand,the words. thus; : Te, are'my 


fe oder ; fe Go. [Le ha). .aPPIOVE your {elves 
to 


© 


ET. > ROS NE NCC 
REO IN 


S., 2+; The Paraphraſeefthe Text. 
to be my friends : it being uſyal with ſome, 
pen-men, eſpecially. this Evangehtt,” to. ex- 
preſſe the otaficatzgn Or. pe 6. of a 
ing by a yerb.chae ſignifies its effezce 0r be- 
ing : {0 Jab. 15.8. Se ſhal: ye be | ines mas 
nil your ſelves to.he | ary. Diſciples, 
To, obviate a: miſtake here, we are to 
conlider, that in this conditionate propoſition 
and promiſc, whereas there ſeems, (as ſome 
wil have it). tobe a.cauſal connexign. between 
the Antecedent, and Conſequent x 45.it Chriſts 
friendſhip with us, had a dependence on. our 


\ 


abedience to him. as the morgl.caxy 


kT > a * S ÞD 


: for he 


depends not .on. your tricndſhip.;to me, as 
the produftive,meritorious moral cauſe thereof 3 
but on the contrary, .yqur Friendſhip and 
obedience towards me, depends .on my 


_eleQion of you. Whence it is eyident, that 
.the conditional. connexive particle, 1f, .in our 
.text doth not connote. (3-) Azy general de- 
. crce Or univerſal Intention immanent m Chriſt, 


of friendſhip towards al. ( 2+) Nor yet 
any power in corrupt Nature to performe ſuch 
an obedience to Chriſts commandements, as 


. may entitle men to this privilege of being 
; the friends of Chriſt, (3. ) Nor yet any 


cauſal Dependence, or ſuſpenſion. of Chriſts 
friendſhip on our obedience. But Chriſt 


; uſeth: here (as elſewhere) "this. conditionate 
; m6de of propoſing the termes of his friend- 


ſhip. (1-) As a; way moſt convenient and 
| B 4 agreable 


| "The Paraphaſe of the Text. C.n. 
apreable to human Nature. (2+) To ſhew 


CY. oe 


2. What are tbiſe gracious vouchſafements 
' or privileges which Chrift confers on his 
fricnds ! * | 


SECT. 3» 

The firſt Law of friendſhip in Eletione + 
'S for the Laws of friendſhip 'amongſt 
men they are either fundamental and 


eſſential 3 fuch as tend' to the conſtitia1ion, 
| | 2nd 


oe Is? SES. L EN Wat : Fx Oy 
wm a> a ww. wc an P"wY 


as an te. ac nn oc. on fd an. ot wa. aro 


A «4m 
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bs | tin wes 


; friend for himfelf- © Amitie or- friendſhip 


| G. 3 BA The parephreſe of the Text. : 9 
; and Being of friendſhip + or they are perfeQive, 
Z ſuch as-conduce, though not to the very 
| Being, yet to the Improvement and Perfedion 


of friendſhip. We  ſhal begin with the 


| effential and fundamental Laws of friend- 
# ſhip. | 5 $a 


The firſt univerſal, fundements! Law of Al friend- 


7 Amitie or- friendſhip among men, conſifts ſhip is 


in a deliberate fuagle complete eleffion- of our —_— wg 


comes not by Nature, or by Accident, but by 
elefi- and choice : neither wil every rf, 
forced, unſtable, incomplete ele&ion f(uf- 
fice to conftitute truelalting friendſhip : but 
this cle&ion muſt be, 1. Deliberate, 2. Sin- 


| gle, 3+ Complete, and that both as to the 


objet and ſubjed. We ſhal diſcourſe of 


| theſe, cach in their oxder, with endeavors 


to demonſtrate, how eſſential and neceſſary 
theſe are to our friendſhip with Chriſt. 
That al true Amitie or friendſhip is 


| founded on Ele&jon or choice, is very evi- 


dent both from wniverſa] conſext, commun 
Seaſe, and Reaſax.. Hence the Philoſopher 
defines friendſhip, an C elefion of one and the < vie 


I (ame kind of ife---Farther, al true Amitie TOS 


Civ 4 avis 


and friendſhip has its foundation in. virexe : Plat. Drfin. 


now no one is virtuous by Nature, or by 


Accident, but by -theice : d eletion is jr 
moſt proper. or efſential, to virtue. And ſurely Tar” | 

09 T6001 ,0 X Ces £7t- 
ra Siehf ern © CnnvioTans. 23 $0) Sores 75 dreh]h. : DAviRt, Eth.1. 3. 
£..4. Hence Plato, Cal. makes the Greek &p87H a deripative 
rom «9671, becauſe IIrtze is moſt eligible, 


- the 


ous vonchſafements of Chyjlt, who wil: not. 
vouchfafe Chriſt a ſhare in this hearts eleftion, 


. faint, inſteble, aud. incomplete cleQion, that 
- will ferve to conſtitute true Chriſtian Amitic 

and friendſhi 
more.. ſolid. {piritual, comprehenſive. and 
tranſcendent a: good it-is, .by ſo much the 
more judicious, tranſcendent,and perte& mutt 
this ele be. | 


| ——_— —— 


- » CHAP. IL 


at friendſhip; and more particularly 
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the: taundation of friendfhipewith Chriſt. 


OUT ar 54 


iczous and diſcrete. Tiideed® al ' kuman ek- 


. 


&ion docs neceſſarily. Prelup 
ment of Diſcretion 3 accord! 


ng to that of 


Ubriftian Brudence the Foundation G2. | 


% 
oF 


.- our higheſt wiſtome, ſo: allo, virtue. No: | 
. enemuli-ever imagine to ſhare; in the: gracis | 


and choice : Neither is it every ndiſcrete,; | 


> which, by, how much the | 


Chriſtian: prudence the. foundation of 


101%." # general account of Chriſtian prudence, as | 


Thy ele< : "HE. Electon; which is: neceſſarily re- 
Daeh my quired to make: 4iÞ-a:lncere Amatie | 
AIAN and friendſhip, muſt be rational, ju- þ 


poſe a Fudge-}| 


the | 


the. Philoſopher, c: Ele&ion miſt be, mith e'H agis 


reaſon and Fudgement : again, f Flediom is @ *t7s 


conſultative, or deliberative Appetite. And *; |< abye 
Ft if Conſultation and Diſererin be ne- 5 _ 
ceſfary to al EleQion, it 15 much more re Eth.1.3.c.4, 
quilite to this of Amitie, eſpecially as it re- "Y Teo 
gards Chriſt, which is, the moſk- zoble: and we fry 
excellent kind of friendſhip. Raſt; wtad- pets. 
viſed, friendſhip ſeldome proves found or Arif... Stk. 
laſing : an baſty friend, and a ſlow enemie | 3 ©- 5+ 
are accounted alike dangerous. : Yea, how Type cen'+- 
oft. does raſh hafiy friendſhip degenerate tir ſatin 
into. down right eamitie and hatred 7 We 4779? octue 
have had too fad experiments of this in jr war 
many ſeemingly forward friends of Chriſt, ,;.. Plato; 
who in time . have; proved profeſſed ene- Covyiv. .” 
mies to him. - Certainly they who take 

Chriſt they know #0t- why, wil-part with him 

for they kyow uot what; Such caſual acciden> 

tal Chriſtians, are, not long-lived friends of 

Chriſt, Theix friendſhip to Chriſt is no 

better, than that'of. Turks to Mahomet'z it. 

being bottomed, only on ſome' commun 10> 

tives of Education, : or Imitation :. Their 

ground are. only-fleight and inconliderate 

ſuch, as it al other cixcumſiances concurred, 

would turne them into a. Fewiſh-or Mahume- 

dan enmitie againſt Chriſt. - There is no 
friendſhip with .Chrift, that . wil prove ſin- 

cere akd durable, but; what is bottomed on, 

and flowes from: a: {crgous,. judicious, rations! 

elefion of him on ſubſtantial, : cſſential 

grownds and proper-motives apprehended by 

the foul. The-Phylician tels 11s, that Nature Syn27tur.. 

| makes 


makes no ſudden mutations or changet + and 


every ſudden mutation is daugeroxs. 'This is 


thus far true here, that, he who ſudden 

Jumps into a profeſſion of friendſhip"with 
Chriſt,”* without much deliberation, and 
many 'inward ſerious thoughts, what his 


friendſhip with Chriſt is like to coſt him,is in | 


great danger of backſliding in atempeſiuous 


Mat. 7.26. day. - Thus much our Lord himfelf affures 


Heb. :r. 
2H 26, 


us in that Parable, Mat. 7: 26. The fooliſh 
man which built his bouſe upn the ſand, is 
he that takes up his friendſhip with "Chriſt 
upon eight, znconſiderste grounds. | Such 
haſty buildings have ſeldome ſure foundati- 


ons. | Wheretore Chriſt compares his real | 
ſubſtantial triend, to 4 wiſe builder, that firft 


fits' down and conſiders his coſt, Luk. 14. 
28, 29,'30- For which of you intending to build 
# tower, fitteth not down firſt, and counteth the 
coſt, 8c. Chriſt ſpeaks here in relation to 
his Croſfle, as it appears from v. 27. and who- 
Joever doth not bear his -crofſe, and come after 
me, caunvt be my Diſciple» He that wil 
elpouſe. Chriſt tor his friend, mutt withal 
eſpouſe his crofſe 3 and therefore it greatly 
concerns him, to fit down and conſider his 
charges.” - Such was :Moſes's conſideration, 
in the ele&ion of 'Chrilt tor his friend, as 
we have it, Heb. 11. 25, 26. chooſing rathen 
to ſuffer afflition with the op off God, &c. 
Moſes had a ful proſpect ot al: the pleaſures, 
hboxors, and advantages of Pharaoh's court : 
he had alſo a judicious previſion, ' or forebght 
of thoſe afflitfions, he was hke to. meer with 

in 
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$.3: of Friendſbipwith Chriſt. 23 
|  incſpouſing Chriſt, and his perſecuted people 
for bis friewds; and after a ſerious n= 
debate ( pro & contrs ) in his own thoughts, 
he choſe rather a ſuffering afflicted friend- 
hip with Chriſt and his people, than the 
. eye-pleaſing delights, and heart-bewitching 
| Grandeur of Pharaob's court. Here was in- 
deed weightic and mature deliberation. With- 
out al peradventure, friendſhip with Chriſt 
is grounded upon the higheſt and deepeſt Rea» 
ſons 3-and therefore the deeper and fironger 
> | -our apprehenſions of thoſe Reaſons are, the 
deeper and ffronger wil our friendſhip with 
Chriſt be. - SendGified reaſon is the eye, not 
; | only of our ſoul, but alſo of our Amitie and 
| friendſhip with Chriſt 3 which wil 'be frongey 
8 or _ according to the force of thoſe 
| ſaniiified reaſons on which it" is grounded. 
Friendſhip backt with ſpiritzal, ſolid, deep, 
feeling, lively contemplations of Chriſt's cx- 
.cellences, moves: ftrongly towards, and 
cloſeth intimately with him. ?Tis a great 
ſaying of the Philoſopher, g No fool: and g 'Ouf 
mad man is [ Theophiles | a friend of God. TW dy0he 
Friendſhip with Chriſt, though it does not F*% ©. 
tind men wiſe and ſerious, yet it makes them anne oi 
{& *Tis the ſinner, who is an enemic to ajs, Placg 
Chriſt, that is the foot 'and mad man: Grace, Rep-fol. 
which-makes mens friends to Chriſt, makes 35%. | . 
them alſo wiſe and deliberate. {1 | 
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riepare FI. 6 Speak rl more didn 
pry. AD 3 Golely to this firſt .proprietic of ous 
; dence, election: 1: Thed#i/dome, reqſan or Judgement, 
whigh, is.to employed iu the cleciop of a 
3% 14.2: tends ftiledPredences which 
hogs nee Mae millet is detined,h, Afacultie or power 
Naxorias. Def. Plat, ©, of-it felf protlutiive of human 

4k, »: bappimes.: . This: Prudence 


£pntajns init thele- paxts - 1+ A Sagacitie, | 


Nr a1ſpit- of Diſcretion. Hor the finding. qut 

#he xight. e4 and. obet- , -2. An Viaavenſal 
produce, or proviſion of al- ſuch means: as 
conduage;tortheattamment of our deſired end. 

Bd EetHlitze, and (dexyenitig-kor the diſpoling 

of theſe means 1m the, beſt- manner, and me- 

Yu  thodz,.m prder -to- the proſecution. of-:our 
+i:1% end, .Al-.thelc parts of Prudence . axe Very 
Pryce requilite, tO al txiendſhip, "but, eſpegially: 16 
necefaris the cheice:gh; Chriſt as gur friend. --- « þ+ 
b: No - I»There; mult -be;, a ſpjnitmal ſagaritie Hr 
right eqd 1udgement.of. Diſcretion te bad out the'right 


SS © + a+ 


friendſhip. the, right conſtitution of friendſhip : for the 
laſt end in morals has the ſame place with 

the firſt principles in ſpeculatives, and with 

the Forme in Naturals. . The laſt end infuſeth 
ſ[weetnes, 
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fweemes," onht57 Forces, and life to al the 
means ;c Kerf fore if -this be naught our 


| friendſhip cannieverbe good. 


5: In*'our/ Amivie with Chrif 1'T% werd,, Bunie cum eanico 


aelibe ve/A5i fed ae 2/0 VIMS © 
the laſt ently and ultimate". a Foatho af a , 


object of our Thoire' muſt be ante amititiah; judicandum. 
no-other than*Chrt himſelf : . Seneca* | 

there is therefore required a 

{piritual ſagacitie to diſcover the excellences 

of Chrift - Sagacitie-is faid- 


to be * an Actmen or ſharpnes-'* yore ' iveuic [us 

of Underſtanding; whereby we "Xs 65u7ns ve. Plat. De 
eaſily and ſpetdily Penetrate, on© Av 412, 

dive intto-the viture and quali= 


nie of: thingre<i Among irradidrial creatures 


the 'Dog' is thought to partake. ofa very 

great ſhadow thereof ,-k in ++ 5 
that-hecan;at-thefirſt glatice,” KP wake he _— 
diſcover iis triehd;.. And it/ great * natural 'Sa acitie for 
is.faid of Pax Pal the Ve- he differencing his friends 
#etian, that great * Maſtor of. :fromv [his enemies. Rho 


+: 2+j06..376, 
Prudence; +:Sliat he ' couldi: Lie of Fr Paul , pags 
<immediately penetrate the: | 


© ature, 2nclinations, and 


« ignes of men, and, like a paſt Mauſiei ician, 


'* make-.his judgement of the Inftrament by -- - 


< the firſt touch 3. fo, by makiogimen ſpeak, © 
he knew their ends, their Intereſis; therr 


* dritts, their reſojutions upon” bulines, and. . a 


< with moſt admirable .quicknes, the very 

© anſwers they icould make 3 and ſo he -re- 

*gulated himtclt in al procedings./ 'Suth a . 
ſagacitie»:or ſharp-lightednes is 'extremely 


'Bſetul..m.the, choice of a friend 3 eſpecially 


of 


- Plato wet 


'- Da 


'of Chriſt; who is imcomparably the- beſt 
of friends. Oh! were men fo quick-ſighted 


and ſage, as to. diſcerne thoſe. infinite beaw | 


tics, and raviſhing glorics-of Chriſt's perſbry 
that Divine ſ#avitie and good-natzre of his 
Diſpoſition, thoſe warme / compeſſions and 
ſweet teuderneſſes of his bowels, thole wonders 
and condeſcenſions of his. Grace 3 in brick, 


had men eycs to {ce, what an ancient, labo- | 


rious, induſtrious, bleeding, burning, rich, 
free, unwearicd, invincible love Chriſt bears 
towards-ſinners, they could not chooſe, but 
chooſe him for. their friend..:\ But ah ! alas! 
here lies the ſinner*s Hel, he is quick-lighted 
towards Idol-lovers, but he: has no eyes to 
ſee Ghriſt, the myſteries and wonders of his 
| beantie, Grace and Glorie:3 and therefore *tis 
0.1 - no Wonder," that Chriſt -has ſo few friends in 
'.” » the world, Would che blind World but 
+ ., take Philip's advice, and Natbaniel's pra- 

' Jef. 1.49. Rice, John'1. 47. Come and ſee, what trams 
' ſcendenr perfetions, what imtomparable ex- 
'-* cellences, ſweetneſſes, and heart-conquering my: 
fteries of Grace, and Love, are to be found. ih 
Chriſt, what a croud of friends might he 

| 1Sopis £&u have ? come! and ſee wil, ſpeak more for 
$=av6 73 Chriſt, to.ſet forth his excellences, than the 
eeoedey tongues of men or Angels can do. But alas! 


TOs &y a : | R 
Zan Sana; En wil not come, men wil not ſee; and dive 


75 were Into the glorious myſteries of Chriſt, and 


67y «vc- therefore *tis no marvel that Amitie- or 
Biigdlos | friendſhip with him js fo rarc- The ' Phi- 
' eriias, Ioſopher tels us That 4 wiſe man des 0t 
fol. 206. Praiſe his belqued, til after ſame —_— be 
; Hows 


Chriftian Sagacitie in the GC. 3 
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8.2) - Ekilionof Chrift. 


knows bim wel. The wiſe men of the 
world commend not Chriſt as the beſi friend, 


* becauſe they know him not ; and they know 


him not, becauſe they have no familiaritie, 
or acquaintance with him. Al men that 
have inward, feeling experimental familiaritic 
with Chriſt, commend and extol him, as 
the beſt friend: no man that ever came to 


' him, and taſted how good and gracious he 


is, went away with repenting and hard 
thoughts of. him. . David, as a figure of 
Chritt, bleſſeth the Lord for this ſpiritual 


ſagacitie, as Pſal. 16.7. 7 bleſſe the Lord who Pit. 18.3. 


hath given me counſel. What counſel does he 
mean? why; coanſel or ſapacztie to chuſe God 


for his friend and portion: as it's evident | 


from v. 5, 6. The Lord i the portion of mine 
z#aberitance, &c. He is fo far from envying of 
the wicked. their portions, and friends, or 
from repenting, of hjs choice, that he bleſſeth 
God al his daics for this ſpiritual ſagacitie or 
counſel, which he gave him, to chuſe God 
himſelf, . and none but God far his fried. 
Yea, he is ſo much taken and ſatisfied in his 
choice, as that he cries out to al the world; 


Plal. 34: $.-O. taſt and ſee that the Lord is PCal. 34. 8: 


goed. - This ſpiricual ſagacitic is a Divine | 
inſtink, wrought by the ſpirit of God, 
whereby the ſoul firktesfts, and then ſees the 
excellences of Chriſt. So Tyndal, on Fohx 


10. 4, 5- (fol.'265.) <If they ask, how we 


« know that it is the Scripture of God ? ask 
© them, who taught the Eagles. to: {pic out 
« their prey ? even ſo the Children of God 

(S. <ſpie 


< pix out | their father. - Divine inftand, 
backt with'/ inward ſenſe © and fpiricaal 
reaſon, gives the ſoul a clear, ſpiritual, affe- 
Grove fight of Chriſt ; and- lo cngageth the 
heart to move firongly towards him. For 
no knowlege*works more ' powerfully, than 


inſtin@ of nature firengthened by reaſon. | 
Thefe who' have an inward feeling taſt of } 


Chriſt's admirable ſweetreſſes, wil ſee and 

know what an excellent friend he is. The 

m Aptos; Philoſopher defines m eletion, a right experi- 
Seine mental probation, fach as the Goldſmith has 


wg aN of metals. - This is moſt true here ; the 


fol. 413 more inward, experimental, and familiar pro- 


bation, or trial, we have of Chriſt, the more 
chearful, firme,and inviolable wil our cleEtion 
of, and Amitie towards him be. *Tis true, 
every friend ef Chriſt has not a feeling ſenſe 
of his intereſt in Chriſt 3 yet he has deep 
ſenſe of the ſuperlative excellence of Chriſt. 
Some good friends of Chriſt, have not the 
ſweet,” joyous ſenſe of Chriſis preſence, yet 
they have the bitter, bemoaning ſenſe of his 
abſence, which argues ſome torgoing taſt, 


how ſweet friendſhip with Chrift is. Thus | 
It was with the Spouſe”; even when ſhe had | 


Toft his ſweet refreſhing ſenſe of Chriſt's com- 
forting preſence, the. ſtil retained a lively 


{enſe of the bitternes of his abſehce; ant | 


ſuperlative worth, as it appears by the high 
charafer ſhee gives of him, "Cant. 5. 11--16. 
Cant. 5. my beloved is white and ruddy, &c.Thus we fee 
3I.-- 16, what ſpiritual! ſagacitie or  ſharp-lightednes 
15 required 5 alſo what foundation it has in 


ſpiritual 


Ehriſtian Sagacitie inSe. Cz, | 


 - 


"> Vw 


$..3: . . Sacred Providence; 8c. 
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ſpixitual ſenſe, in order to the. Bledlion of 
Ehrift as our friends 
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Sacred Providence at Canſultation. ahowt means 
neceſſary to Friendſhip with Chriſt. 

2+ A Nother part of prudence, negcffary Providence 
 £'X for the conftitution of a wel ground- 2 <onſul- 

<£d and inviolable- Amitie or friendhip, is 7,00 s.« 
Prouidence, or, a prudent \ proviſion of ſuch nieans. 
means as are moſt canducible to our end; This * 

providence is defined in the -_ 7 
pencral, h 4 preparation for 2, Tlegyela mxgoraun. @pos 

Fe facture Jay fine, 1 phate Tiyg. Plat. Detins 

toour preſent caſe, it implics ' 

an #univerſal comprebenſion of, and deliberation 

Or. conſultation about . al ſuch means, and 


particular circumſtances relating . thereto, 


whereby a firme wel-grounded Amztie may be 
maintained: This Providential prudence — 
o fome tertne Deliberation or conſultation 3 o ArFe.Eth. 
which referrs (1:) To the means, not. the #9 3: © 5+ 
end. (2.) To means licit, not p illicit, or un- p De illici- 
lawful. (3-) Among lawful- means not to = ahlla dt 
infinite, but finite. (4-) In finites, not to Mfg 
what are 2mpoſſible, but to ſuch as are in Gror. 
our power. (5.) As for ſuch-means as are © 

in our power, conſultation takes an q #xiver- q Wi ad 
ſal proſpe of al that relate to our end. 44 'opi» 


(6.) Lalily, after a 4: view of al Seas, "oo 
- 2 


2d 
FBI; 4t commends the r beſt to our elefiox 5 in 


ont oe 

99 eA- 

Adjur os 

EVUPLeH «+ 
con. 

definit. 

fol. 414: 


which it determines. Theſe are -the charga- 


&ers, which 'the Philoſopher gives of a good 
conſultation. Now to draw down theſe gene- - 


ral rules to our preſent purpoſe. The foul that 
would arrive to a wel-grounded elettion of 


Chriſt for his friend, muſt ſeriouſly conſult - 
and defiberate on al ſach means as are moſt + 


expedient for the proſecution, and obtainment 


of this his end.For to choole a friend, without 


a ſerious conſultation about, or proviſion of 
ſuch means as neceſfarily conduce to the 
maintaining and promoting of fuch an Ami- 

tie, 1s, even in the ſcommun 


ſ daloudns rex dgeds eftimation of al prudent per- 


mrourou. 
fol. 184. 


Plato Conviv. ſons, but a raſh, fooliſh, ele&- 
0#. If ever deliberation and 
ovidence be uſeful, it 13 in this caſe , namely 


for the finding out the moſt appoſite, and 


tIntelcius prafticus  propter difficultie; no, t here, in this | 


proper means for the promoting our friend- 
ſhip- with Chriſt. And the reafon hereof is 
drawn from the difficulties, which occur in 
making, a clear, firme, ſolid, complete judge- 
ment, touching the molt proper means tor the 
maintaining our Amitie with Chriſt. ?Tis 
not here, as in ſpeculative Sciences, where 
the Premiſes being laid, the concluſion follows 

| of its own accord, without 


- Sacred Providence Chap. 2, 


paſſiones varid/qn? occuritntes 
er umnſtaitias d ficilins Verio 
tatom attingit quam ipecula- 
tous, $t, Jefeph. Theſ 64 


undertaking of friendſhip 
with Chrilt, there occur va- 


rious irregslar paſſions, croſſe 


humors, private Intereſts, and 


other m aterial circumſtances, which very 


a. Pg I Og a: Px. oe es... es: oo as: a. 4. 


much 
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S.3. meceſſarie io friend/hjp. 2k 


much obſtruF the . frofick Canſcrence, in 
making a right ju __ of the means, 
albeit the exd be already fixed : fo that with- 
out mature deliberation and conſideration 


_ Hirtle good wil be done. A foul that wil 


engage in Amitie with Chriſt, muſt reſolve 
upon parting with right eyes and hands, 
things moſt dear unto him 3; which requires 
ſerious advice and deliberation : he muſt . 
alſo make account of being engaged in many 
a ſharp Combat with ſpiritual wickedneſſes its 
high places , with a frowning and flattering 
world, and with a ſfie, deceitful, treacherous 


heart; Al which require a world of ſþiri- 


zual prudence and caution. This very ar- 
gument our bleſſed Lord improveth, to pro- 
voke Chriſtians to ſerious Conſultation, and 
Providence, about ſuch means as may con- 
duce .to their friendſhip with himſelf. So | 
Luk. 14.31, 32, 33- Or what King going to Luk. 14; 
make way againſt. another King, fitteth not 31, 3% 
down firft, and conſulteth, whether he be able 
with ten thouſand, to meet him that cometh 
againſt him with twenty thouſand, &c. The 
ſcope of the Parable is this : Chriſt acquaints 
them, v. 26, 27. what a difficult conflict they 
had to engage in 3 they miſt hate ( compa- 
ratively ) father, mother, wife, children, yea 
and Jife alſo, if they would be his friends : 


"Therefore he bids them fit down, and eonfi- 
der what proviſion they had made, for ſuch a 


difficult zxdertakement:whether they had got 
armor of proof, and ſufficient forces for ſuch'a 
difficult exploit and warfare, Certainly they 

-— 44 25; 7 Wi. 


23 Sacred Providence C.2, 
who pnadviſcdly ruſh, into ſuch a batte], 
without their. ſpiritual armor, the ſhield of 
faith, the ſwordef the ſpirit, 8c. muſt expect, 
exe long, to lyc wallowing. in the bloud of 
their ſlain fxiendſhip with Chriſt. - He that 
Is only a caſual and rafh friend of Chriſt, can- 
U Noe onkrÞ fe tilew 7 care premiſe ingelf $9 0c why 
_pa—, qu caſu bonus ot. mare y 13, 65 the u moralift 
Sence, +, Oblerves of a good max. He 
EE MEE, that intends to approve him- 

Telf, what he profeſſeth to. be, as to friendſhip, 

muſt deliberately provide, a ſufficience of ſpi- 

ritzal Armor, and forces to carrie him. tho- 

row-al difficulties, he is like to encounter 

SM uh, Such was Dana's election of God 

Plal. TI9. for his friend, Plal.'r19- 57, 5$, 59, 60+ 

$72 56 9. ve 57. Thou art my BAY \. There 

*,,. » _ hes David's choice of God for 

» Seifs ef Moeorde his portion or friend. * As if 
SONS CF CALEFR PU | © ee, A. - 

Fe. _ aps Online: he had faid : | ſome chuſe this, 

ftatuo, Pars &,portio meas others. chuſe 'that 2 others 

&c. Muis. _ ._ chuſe ſome other infariour 

| a '. .. good for their portion : but 

as for me, Lord, I folemnely  profeſſe,. and 

that after ſeriozs deliberation, that I have no 

_ ©ther, poxtion or friend but thee : let who 

wil take theſe lower goods 3 give me thy ſelf, 

\. Lhave enough, I am content : I can neither 

FXPere.nor =O a better good. And what 

| fo lows 2 Thave ſaid, that - T would keep thy 

. wordrs I have ſaid, 5. e 1 have, upon {eri- 

_ ols, ., mazture deliberatim and conſultation, 

peremtorily , reſolved, ; What ? that I 

. would keep thy gwords : i.e. that I would 

EG En - vigorouſly. 


8.3,  mwveſſarie to friendſhip. 
vigorouſly profceute al thoſe "means, by 
thee preſcribed, for the maintaming of this 


my ele&ion of thee for my friend. So v.58. 
T intreated thy favor with my whole heart, 
8c. 5. e. I have choſen thee, with the bent 


of mine heart, for my friend. What follows ? 


v. 59. I thought on my waies : There is 
a great Emphaſe m the 


Hebr. ,w Verb, rendred 3 » MAUndiligenter reputa= 
es © "Vi (HOW urdu 1 Piel) jas 

= , -? .cultate mibi primum data,quum 
I diligently weighed, and deli- ,,,, «yr viac, w an Ve: 


berately conſidered every tittle, luptatis, alteram Wirtutis, 


thought : which fgnihes here, 


like th@ſe who caſt accounts, 

comparing every part with the other, to the 
inrent that T might the better ſum up the 
whole. . Of what ? Of my waies : i.e. al 
thoſe waies and means which lead me to a 
more complete and perfe# union and commu- 
#ic4 with thee as my friend. So it follows : 
and turned my feet unto thy Teſtimonies. The 
like v. 60. 1 made haſt, and delayed not to 
keep thy commandements.n His 


deliberation was long and ſeri- * Fellinwi. * Senſus eft > Re 
.coyata mhil ſum cunttatus, ſed 
mor Preceht's this ſeryandis 


0x5, but __ _—_ was 
with haſt, and without delay : ;,.,1, Mus. 
which cat is, by wiſe wal _ 
ſuppoſed to be one of the higheſt pieces of 
Prudence. For to conſult Jong, and warily 
on. al means and waies, that may promote 
Gur end, and then to execute ſpeedily, is the 
moſt likely courſe to render our -deſignes and 
undertakements moſt effefual, and ſuccesful. 
Such was David's Deliberation and reſolution 
in his clc&ion of God for his friend. If 
Do SG. OUrL 


Sacred Providence, &c C.2 


our Deliberagion about the means be rafh and 
inconſiderate_5 .and our reſolution, and exe- 
cxtion ſlow . and delatorie, ſuch friendſhip, 
though it may begin with much hear. and - 
warmth of Aﬀeion, yet it uſually ends in 
ſhameful diſappointment, if not open Apoſtafie. 
Briefly ; they who do band over head (as we 
ſay) or #nadviſedly chooſe Chriſt for their 
friend, without folemne and due conſwulta- 
tion about the difficu/ties, that may impede 
or hinder, and the meens, which may pro- 
note their intended Amitie, are ſeldome long- 
lived, but never the beſt friends of Chrilt. 
For friendſhip inconſiderately and eaſily ac- 
guired, is uſually as raſply and eafily loft, when 
difficulties occur. This holds true in ci, 
but much more in ſpiritual Amitie, with 
Chriſt. Nothing therefore is more requi- 
ſite, to lay a firme foundation for —— ; 
with Chriſt, than mature deliberation an 
conſultation, not whether or no we ſhould 
make him our friend, (that is paſt doubt 
-and inquiric) but what are the moſt effe- 
ual means, «ud expedite courſes, tO procare 
and promote friendfhip with him. 
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SECT. 4. 


Dexteritze in the Diſpoſement of means, a fun> 
 damental - ingredient of friendſhip with 
Chriſt. 


3s Nother branch of haman Prudence 
| is dexteritie or Pacilitie of judge- 
ment, for the diſpoſement and ordering of the 


der to our more facile proſecution of the 
end, x Look what Sapience 
or Intelligense is in contempla- 
tion, the ſame is Prudence in 


and moral virtue, # the firſt þ. 225. 
principle in prudence, So that 
as in Sciences, there is an huge uſe of Lopick, 
and method for the right diſpoſition, order- 
ing, and placing of termes, propoſitions, and 
diſcourſes, in order to the drawing down 
exaCt conſequences and concluſions from firſt 
Principles : uſt fo it is 1 moral Prudence 3 1t 
may not ſuſhce that we pitch on a right 
end, and choole the beſt means to proſecute 
this end z but there is alſo required an ex- 
Y act diſpoſing or ordering of thoſe means, in 
| order to the more ſpeedy and effeftual proſecu- 
' tiowof the end. This they cal Dexterizie or 
Facilitie of Judgement, which is extremely 
neceſſary in al moral ations, and no where 
more than in the e/eFion of a friend, but 
Fa moſt 


Dexteritis 
or facilitie 
in diſpoſing 
. of the 
means in the beſt method and manner, in or- means, 


x La prudexre eft dans PaRj- 
on, ce qu*eſt !a Sapience dans 


br 44 . - : la -contemplation. 
actun For the end in ain Bea'x Zhrits Canſer. 12. 


Confer. 


26 


Pexteritie 
What ? 


1. Derfpi- 


Cacitie. 


Dexteritie:as #0 means.” 


moſt of al in the choice of Chrift our beſt 
friend ; as it wil appear by an examen of the 
ſeveral xotions and offices thereof. 

This Dexteritie in the general, is an exa&- 


nes or equitie of judgement, which gives t0 al | 
things their juſt weight, meſure, order, aud | 
place : and it has divers Names arid-Offices ; 


which agree wel with that Prudence where- 
by Chriſtian Amitze, efpecially with /Chrift, 
is produced and mamtarned. 


I. It is termed [eoBexia] a Perſpicacitie 


of connſel, which y Plato de- 


n ® ; = p , ” - FE pod . . *_ 
y LÞcaAtia Pyxorort Grnou tines, a manifeftative Science 


pn Tis 62y. Plato, de 
Rep. 4 fol. 4:8. ubj ad- 


dir Serranus > Dicat Plato the moſt noble kinds of wiſdome; 
kalar, i. e. Corſilitinue= becauſe it gives unto things 
wenas periÞicatitatem prefſ- their jzft proportion, order, and 


ftantiſimum quiden ſapicatie rank.  Stch indeed a Perſpi-\ 


genus ſe. 


cacitie, Or diſcrete counſel is 


very advantageous for the couſtizuting and 
promoting a Tight friend{hip betwixt men 


and 'menh 3 but more particularly betwixt 
men and Chriſt. He that wil make Chriſt 


his friend, and have. converſation with him 


as ſuch, needs much perſpicacitie and dex- 
tcritie, {0 to order al his waies and courſe 
of life, as that there be a (weet harmouze, 


and happy combination between al the parts | 


thereof; ſo that one dutic may not diſplace 
another, but each keep its proper rank and 


| order. Chriſtian *Amitie, eſpecially with 


Chriſt, is a very #niforme, haymonious and 
equal thing : if there be any confuſion or 4ſ- 
erder in our waics, it wil ſoon make a 


— 


.C. 2. 


and fuppoſeth it to be oze of 


| 


t 


Schiſmg } 1 


ja 


. Plato 'Gorgias, 


S.4. Dexterity as to means. 
ſchifme or breach, ſo far as it prevailes, in 
our friendſhip. So that there is required 


- much Divine Logick,, and method, or holy 


Art to knit the parts and Dwties of our life 
ſo. exactly together, as that there be no 
diſſenance, or jarring found amongſt them. 
Hence this Perſpicacitze or Dexteritie is de- 
fined by the P toniſt, & 4 connatural virtue {e ceord 
of reaſoning, Or 8 virtuous Logich, Cex- _ Ja 
tainly if zatwra} and artificial Logick be {o avul&, 
oreatly uſeful for the methodizing and right Platon. 
ordering the parts of ſpeculative Sciences s of P*- fol. 
how much greater uſc is this Divize Logick,, 43 

or ſacred method, tor the right ordering the 

parts and duties of a Chriſtians life and 
converſation with Chriſt as his friend ? 

2- This Prademt diſpoſition of our waies 2: Experi< 
and means is alſo termed iuneciz experience; Oe 2 . 
which has a mighty efficacious dexteritie for , veven >= 
the ordering of. Aﬀairs, and therefore muſt Aafairs. 
needs be very uſctul for the breeding, and 


zZ 'EuBbs- 


maintaining Of al friendſhip ; but in a more 


peculiar regard, of the Saints Amitie with 
Chriſt. Plato tels us, a that 
an experienced perſon, indued 2 pirays guyvicios worTr 


' with prudence, 1s the only Phi- tuTrap& yeydnan; rae © 


loſopher : and he gives this I DOE 
reaſon of 'it 3 beranſe a pru- 

dent experience 4s '4he beſt Fudge of human 

Aﬀairs. And, that experience;is the chicf 

nurſerie of Prudence, the ſame Philoſopher b tun 


proves elſe where bybecauſe experience renders ti i 33 
_ be r1 =_s . , , Jody a We 
wve nav Teptviornt x3! Tixvny * amheiga NN x7 Tux. 


our 


- 


Dexterie as to Means, C, », 


our lives regular and harmonious, according to 
ryles of Art : whereas inexperienced jew Fry 
wpon the occurrence of aty new or ſtrang Ac- 
cidents, are liable to many irregularities, Ccon- 
fuſions, and diſorders. And the reaſon here- 
of is this : a prudent experience furniſheth 
us with many, and wſeful obſtrvations, and 


experiments , Which being reduced to their 


ſeveral claſſts and ranks, give us general 
rules and precepts, for the more regular 
ordering and diſpoſement of our waies and 
courſes, in the proſecution of our ed. The 
particular occurrences and fingular Accidents 
of our lives, are wel-njgh #finite 3 and 

therefore are accounted as 


© Siaqularie UPS, or Pre "Rach: © Now the infinite con 
dentie regulas reducuntur ad . q 7. OF ions 
pita, Aquinas. Samm. tingences, and ſevera]s of our 


3. Afacile 


lives, are, by the rules of Pru- 
dent experience, reduced to a finite ſeries, and 
regular order ; which renders our converſa- 
tion more forme and orderly. By al this 
it evidently appears, how greatly neceſlary 
a prudent experience 15, both for the begetting, 
and augmenting, as of Amitie in general, fo 
more particularly of our friendſhip with 


Chriſt. An Eledtion of a friend, founded | 
on a prudent experience is ever moſt firme, har-_ 


moniow, and inviolable. And nothing makes 


the Saints-walk more orderly with Chriſt, as | 


their friend, than a prudent experience of 
his and their own waies. But of this morc 
in the Perfe&ive Laws of friendſhip. 

3+ This Prudent diſpoſement of our 


method of learning our dutics, 


Waics, 


wr an ww RA _ ww LL: 2 qa <a 
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6.4. Dexteritie as to Means. 
waies, is alſo tiled iwvuddna, a facile! or eaſy 
method of learning ; which 


they define d a good diſpoſiti- d: ivpitus iguiz Juris 
on of the ſoul to learne ſpeedi= 795 _74x& weliozus 


. . . Plat. Def. fol. 413. bugvic, 
ly. By this good diſpoſition of 1, e. generoſit as anini, & vis 


the ſoul it is ſuppoſed, they conjefandi id quod quemque 


mean, @ greatnes of mind, and at-et. Ser. 
facultie of conjefuring at that, 

which moſt becomes every one. And ſurely al 
wil gcant, ſuch an eafie method of learning, 


or facultic of conje&uring at what is moſt 


becoming, is very neceſſary to al friendſhip, 
and more particularly to the Saints Amitie 
with Chrift. The more skilful men are 
and facile in learning their duties towards 
Chriſt, without al peradventure, the better 
friends they wil make. Such conjeQures 
are moſt happy and ſuccesful for the beget- 
ting of friendſhip. 


4+ This pradent difpoſement of our waics 4. Facile 
is farther named, wmneeiz, a facile progreſſion, progreſſion, 


or eaſie method of procedure : 
which they detine, e a firme 
Facilitie of rational judge- ne, fol. 414. 
ment > whereby our ations 

end waits are regulated and ordered in the beſt 
manner. Which alſo greatly conduceth both 
to the begetting and maintaining of al 
friendſhip, Human ard Divine. 


5. Laſtly, This prudent diſpoſition of our Dexteritie 
wales and Adions is moſt properly called What. 


PeEi1ns, Dexterine : which is an habit of pru- 


' dence governing and direfing al means fo as 


they may al, mn their reſpeFive ſtations, moſt 
/ Mairedily 


e $vTogia wxpivic xggaTH- 
\ he. F 
TIX Ts AuyiOutrs. Plar. 


; direily conduce to their eud,. Than. which, 
what may we conceive to have. a more ſ0- 
vVerainh influence on all friendſhip, but more 
immediately on our friendfhip with Chrift ? 
were Chriſtians fo prudently dexteroxs, as 
to ſe and cxjoy al things in ſ#bſervience and 
ſubordination to Chrift, and their friendſhip 
with him, to what a rate of communiou 
with him might they attain ? what incom- 
parable friends would they make ? how. w4; 
fble and glorious would their friendſhip with 
Chriſt be?But this is the bane of al our 4m3tze 
with Chriſt, (which is alfo. moſt egregious 
= imprudence,) we confound the order and 
f #tinur ſeries of means and end, f me enjoy, things 
fr undis, ac to be uſed, and uſe things to be enjoyed. we 
mo enjoy the creature and uſe God" we. make 
Auguſt, the world our. friev#, and Chrift its ſervant : 
or Elſe if our ed be right, yet there is too 

oft a - confuſion and diſorder in the ſt of 

means : How violently byfie are we' oft 

about trifles, and how zrifling about things 

of the greateſt moment ? how do many 

ſceming triends of Chriſt, 202] and ſweat for 

earth, it not'tor Hel, but ſport and play with 

Heaven ?. Yea, do not too many friends of 

Chriſt, tor the mam fincere, engage their 

hands, it not their thoughts and hearts, in 

ſuch a croud of worldly affairs, though m1a- 

a terially good, as. that theirſpirits are diftrad- 
ed and unfitted for converſation with Chriſt 
as their friend. This ſeems to have 
been the folie of Martha, for which ſhe is 
friendly, . yet ſharply, rebuked by her Long ; 
| Euk. 


ll. th _—— 


hand 


Lþ 


Y 842 - Deter:te 4s 30 Means, 3TI 


Licks'10-'40, 41+" % 40. *tis faid; Martha Luke 16. 
was enmbred about much ſerving. The ſer- $2 41+ 
vice ſhe was emploied in, was materially good, 

yea of. the beft kid : for what more lau« 

dable, than to- provide for her Lord, who 

was fo good a friend? yea, ſhe thought it fo 
great''a piece of ſervice for her Lord, as that 

ſhe comes to him, with deſires that he would 
diſmiſſe - her Siſter. Marie, to afliſt her. 
Wherecin then lay her blame ? why, it hy in 

this 5 ſhe wanted this ſacred dexteritie, or 
fatilitie of diſpoſing and ordering her Aﬀairs. 

For *tis faid, v.. 40. | She was cumbred about 

much ſervice. Though the Service was of 

the beſt kind 3 and both an effe& and arg#- 

ment of her friendſhip with Chriſt, yet it 

was, - Too much : She' want= _ : 

ed dexteritie to give the juſt = Tos _— p no 
weight and meſure as to the Jeri lakes Kh nt a 
quantitie. 2+ She wanted alſo E 2-08 

aexteritie, as to the manner, or right order- 


ing of her Service : for ſhe was cumbred, <eutara[e, 


or hurried here and there 3 ful of confuſion 
and diſorder. Yea 3. Theſe hurries ſo far 
prevailed on her ſpirit, as to cauſe a diftraGi- 
91 and ſchiſme therein : ſo v. 41- Marthe, ygeuygs- 
Martha thou art careful, or, as it were, torne 
in pieces with -anxious ſolicitous cares, 
Whence 4. follows -another dete& as to 


dexteritie, *tis ſaid : She was troubled. The 


word ſignifies f fiich a trouble, as proctdes f Togfa- 
Ui 


Torbay, inquiunt Greci Grammatici, proprie F myn3y 24895 : 


18a: porra ad catira transferti,r. Suidas expoitt CexVliduy. Diſtra- 
beris, Latini aacerent, Grow. | da x 
from 


has » 
6 &13s Ty 


io!. 326. 


g i 6p. xaxia «yappuccics 1 
5 apt]n ceroves vin. Pats 
Phzdo 92. 


zv0pa we cupuJuins TE 2; cvnruonias erat, Plato Protag. 3. 


from the raging of the Sca, when it caſts. up 
mud and filth, or from troubled waters, 


when the mud is fiirred; &*c. Her ſpirit was 


ſo diſturbed abont thofe two many things, as 


that it caſt forth many dirty thoughts, &e. 


5. She wanted dexteritie as to the timing of 
her Service: It had beeri. more fit for her, 
at this time, to have, with her Siſter Merie, 
minded that one thing neceſſary, namely com- 
munion with her Lord in ſpirit, mentioned 
V- 42. But one thing is needful and Marie 
hath choſen that good part, 6c. What was 
Maries choice? why, *twas, as v. 39. to fit 
4t Chriſts feet; and enjoy more ſpirituzl com- 
union with him. Thus we tee, how fax 
good friends of Chriſt; for want of this 
prudent dexteritie, or holy skil to order their 
Aﬀairs aright, may, even in their ſervices for 
Chriſt, tal mto many errors and miſcarriages, 
even agzinlt thoſe laws of friendſhip they 
profcfſe. As al Vice, whether xatural or mo- 
ral, conlilts g:in ag Ataxie; 
or diſorder, and confuſion 
fo al Grace 1n an Entaxie; Or 


good-order, and harmonies | 
Pythagoras. Hence ſome oi the Philoſophers held, that | 


Virtue wis nntving elſe but a ſymmetrie, of 
Harmonae. _ it _ tis Good:order or 
Harmonie.be eſſential to al virize, how ugh 
more.than 1s it requilite to friendſhip, eſfix» 
cially. between the foul and Chriſt, whish 


1s one of the higheſt degrees of virtue. The 


poor Philof»poer could fay, h that the wholt 
life 


Dexfteritie as ts Means. C.2, | 


$4. - Dexteritie as to Means, 


life of a man ſhould conſiſt of a good ryme, 


and right harmonie : Whence he makes Har- 


monie and Symmetrie to be the ſoul,not only 
of | the moral, but alſo of the yatural World. 


Is not this more properly applicable to the Prudent 
Saints friendſhip with" Chriſt ? what does order, the 
more ſpirit, ammate, beantifie, and confirme ſoul of 


Amitie with Chriſt, than an holy order, an 
Divine Harmonie in our waies and conver- 
ſation? And what can be more ſoverainly 
efficaciow, and expcdient for the begetting 
this ſacred order, than this ſpiritual, prudekt 
Dexteritie, which we have been treating of ? 
Spiritual light and prudence 1s the beſt orderer 
ot things : Sinners void of the light of life, 


4 Amitie, 


are loged in the grave of fin, where there is 


no order, but confufion , yea their light 1s 
darknes, as Fob ſpeaks of the nataral death, 
Job 16. 22. A land of darknes, us darknes it 
ſelf, and of the ſhadow of death, without any 
order, and where the light is as darknes. Sin- 
ners, whoſe light is darknes, cannot but be 
tull of difordcr and confuſion : tor al diſorder 
comes from darkues: Thence Job 37. 19. 
*tis ſaid, we cannot order our ſpeech by reaſon 
of  darknes. Nene can order their words 
and waies aright, but ſuch as are indued with 
the ſpirit of God, and ſaving light. Whence 
David praics, Pſal. 119+ 133. Order my ſteps 


Job 10. 22. 


Job 37.19. 


Pſal. 1199 


in thy word, i. e. cloth me with a ſpirit of 133: 
wildome, or prudent dexteritic, that ſo I may ' 
ordr my ſteps according to thy word, and ap- 


provenyy {lt thy faithful friend. And fuck 
as dv thus prudcntly order thejr waics, 


baye 


34 - Dexteritic us ts Means, C2, 
have a-promiſe of the higheſt manifeftations 


Plal.50.23- of Divine friendſhip, as Plal. 50. 23. To bim 
that ordereth his converſation aright, wil [ 
fer the ſalvation of God. We ſce then how 
eſſentially, and xmverſally uſetul this Divine 
Prudence is, both for the produGion and con 

 ſeroationof friendſhip in general, but more 
particularly, of that Amitie which ought to 
be *ewikt the ſoul and Chriſt. | I ſhal ſam 
up the whole of this particular in a brief 
charafter of Divine Prudence, as it relates to 
-  , friendſhip with Chriſt. This ſpiritual pri 
y” Sx mis dence is i an Intelligent eye, which contem- 
"4 plates thoſe incomparable beauties, and tran- 


Outs, VoE- a = IO 
evr,Jambl. ſcenddent glories that are in Chriſt : it is « 


ex Pythag. ſp3ritual taſt which ſavors and relliſheth thoſe 


zncomparable ſweetneſſes that are in Chriſt ; 
It is the greateſt inventreſſe of means moſt expe- 
x a: dient for the enjoyment of Chriſt, as our friend, 
> It is a Kk ſacred orderer, which preſeribes the 
wirew, Deſt Direforie for our waies : It is produced in 
Pythag. @ pure mind; which reflefting on Chriſt, be 
boldeth in him a moſt beautiful exemplar 
1 weornors Tdea for al its waies : Tt is 1 the Correflor and 
xelorlo- Governor of al our paths, m which referring al 


&1s.Pythag. bh : , 
m Ness fo the Drvine patterne, brings us into the near- 


Iods 1479 eft Aſſimilation to, and communion with Chriſt 
xowavis ag our friend. O! what need then have the 
12 7a- friends of Chriſt to ſtudic and pray for this 

Divine prudence ? Fam-1-5- If any lack wif 
me, Ge | . ; "1 


Tas, Jambl. 
ex Pythag. 
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v S.1., EleGjonof a ſingle chriſt. 
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CHAP. III. 


he EleSion of a ſingle Chriſt in oppo- 


ſion 10 Sin, Self, the World, andihe 
Law. 


". o s - a + PY _— — 
—_ - _ 
CO _—_ 
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The Saints friendſhip with Chriſt is conjugal 3 
and therefore Chriſt is ſingly to be Elefied. 

A*® the foundation in Artificials gives 
#1ion, and ſtrength z and the Head in 
Naturals attords Influence and Condxd to the 
whole bodie : the like does Prudence in My- 
rals 3 particularly .in Friendſhip, as it has 
been ſhewn. But yet if Prudence be the 
root and Head, the Jl is the Heart, where 
friendſhip has its proper Seat and Throne : 
So that, not only a ſoznd Head, but alſo a 
fincere heart is eſſentially and fundamentally 
neceſſary to the conftitution of true Amtie, 
whether human, or Divine. This leads us 
to the remaining CharaGers of the firſt fun- 
damental Law of friendſhip 3 namely, that it 
be founded on 4 ſingle complete eledion. of our 
friend, and that for himſelf. Thele Adjunds 
or Attributes, given to this Ele&ion, refer 
both to its vbje& and ſwbje@, i. e. we mult 
chuſe a tingle complete objedt, for it ſelf, 
: W-2 WIN 


A ſound. 
Head and 
a ſincere 
Heart ths 
reat c 
rings © 
57 Ende 
ſup. 


with a ſingle, complete Heart. Wherefore 
we ſhal diſcourſe of theſe Attributes under 
both their references. 


x. Touch- Firſt, As for the objett of this Eleion it 


ing the = muſt be ſingle, and complete, in al friendſhip, 

bjeR ay OG JIgres wpiere, 1P,-. 
the, — whether human or Divine. Welhal, with 
dion. the Lord's gracious Aﬀiiſtance, examine each 


of theſe in their order. + | 
7. It muſt Firſt, The Obje& of this Ele&:on muſt be 


be Gogie fingle, at leaſt comparatively, if not abſs- | 


[ther, | x . 
47-08 lutely. For, (1) Al friendſhip amongſt 
ratively, men requires, that its obje@ be comparatively 


fingle : that is, that the heart admits not of * 


any corrival, or other friend, who fiands in 
dire oppoſition to, or competition with his 
eleft friend. For every one may be Jultly 
reputed, ſo far an exemie to his friend, as he 
IS 2 Fs though but ſecretly , to his 
Or 2. Ab- friend*s exemie. But (2+) There are ſome» 


ſolurely as kinds of friendſhip which require a. ſingle 


nd ne objet abſolutely , as that between conjugal 


ſkip, 


Relations. Conjugal Amitie, as fuch, abſo- 
tutely excludes al degrees of compariſon, in 
"the ſame kind,as to al other lovers and friends. 


He or ſhe that has the' leaſt degree of true 


 eojuzal Ive, or frieadſhip tor any other per- 
fon, {ave that to whom he or ſhe 1s joyned, by 
a co1juygal Eleftion or Mariage-conſent, offers 
violence to the very fundamental Laws of 
conjugal friendſhip, and may be accounted an 
Adulterer, or Adirltcreſſe 5 at leaft fo far as 
this irregular paſſion prevailketh. For the 
very foraral nature or reaſon of conjugal 


EleBion of a fingle Chriſt: C. 3. 


friendſhip excludeth al corrjvals, or copartners 
nn?” | with 


= 7 | (> oc 


* ful character of a ſoul eſpouſed to Chritt, hy 
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S. 1. Elefjon of a ſingle Chriſt. 37 
with its friend. This is a fealed fountain ; 

if any ſtreams iſſue forth to other lovers, the 

whole is poiſoned, Prov. 5. 15, 16, 17; 18, 

19, 20. Prov. 2. 17. Cantte 4+ 12. 

Now ſuch 'is the faicndſhip. betwixt The 
Chriſt and a gracious foul z it -is conjugal, friendſhip 
and therefore requires abſolutely a fingle 0b- _ - 
je of its elefion- or choice. That foul g;,*-- * 


p Frets, his friend 
who admits any other but Chriſt, to ſhare conjugal, 


| in the ſame "Kind of conjugal Aﬀetion, and there- 


which it owes to Chriſt, is guiltie of ſpiri- fore the 
tual adulterie, and: fornication. There is a (71 


Cant. 4. 12+ @ Garden encloſed is my Siſter, Cant.4.12. 
my Spouſe, a'ſpring ſhut f a fountain 

ſealed, i. e. her conjugal friendſhip is wholly 

reſerved for Chriſt, and- for none. other. , 
Whence v. $. he cals upon her, zo. come from Cant. 4. 8. 
the Lions dens, from the montains of the Leo- 

pards, i. c. to renounce friendſhip with al 

old lovers, which were either open or ſecree 

enemies to him. For as the Lzox lignihes an 

open fierce enemie, ſo the Leopard or Panther 

implies a cxuning, ſlie cnemie, which, under 

pretence of - friendſhip, does 

more effeQually hurt : þ For h Noz patitu Diuaus ponſus 
this Beaſt is eſlimed a. friend hay 7 1915 Pere Pnee 
to all Beaſts except the Dra- 1; 1bi rconum ſit &r parde- 
gon 3 and thence by the beax- 741 c:bilia. San&ius in l, * 
zie of his skin, or ſweetues | 

of his ſmel allures all beaſts to him. Whence 
Amichriſt, that great enemie of. Chriſt, is 

Rev, 13. 2. reflembled under this ſymbolick 

Image of a Leopard, which ſets forth his 


D 3 ſecret, 


38  Eleflionof 4 ſengle Chriſt. C.3. 


ſecret, ennning enmitic, mafqued under a 


pretext of ſeeming friendſhip. So Hof. 
I3-7. We have the Lion and the Leopard 
joyned together, as expreflive of Gods 
& open and ſecret gnmitie againſt his back- 


fliding people. Thus Chriſt admoniſh-. 
th his ſpouſe, to refuſe . friendſhip with 


| al old Iovers, which were either Liong 
or Leopards, open enemies, or falſe friends 
to him, that ſo ſhe might be as a garden 


© encloſed, a. ſpring ſhut up, a fountain ſeal< 
ed for binftle _ hinGif alone. The 


like Admonition Chriſt gives his con- 
Pal. 45. trated fpouſe, Pal. 45. 10- Hearkew (0 


JO, In, Daeghter ) aud confider, and zacline thine | 


ear : forget alſo thine own pcople, and thy 

fathers houſe. 11. So fhal "the King great: 

ty 'defire thy beautie : for he u thy Lord; 

«xd worſhip thou bim. That this 15 {ſpoken 

of the Spouſe or friends of Chriſt, the very 

Title of the Pſalme imports, which is. a 

ſong of loves, i. e. betwixt .Chrift and his 

- conjugal friends. What then does' Chrif 

; YOU Finifies borh di- exhort his conjugal relations 
ligent Attention, and alſo unto ? (1) -Þ: To bearkgu; 
"27 "apt i. e, tO give diligent atientzon 
| | to thoſe conjargal Articles, . or 
Lews, which were incumbent on her' to 
obſerve. (2+) Not: only, djibgcatly to at» 

tewd, but alſo to confider; 16+, 

F _ O—_ A ng _ þ to conſult, deliberate, and 
. deliberation. weigh cxaQtly, what arc the 
| moſt proper: expcdicuts and 

means, for the completing and perfecting 


her 


brace ſuch as were mo 
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S.1, EleGonof 2 fingle Chriſt; 39 

her conjugal union, and communion With her 

Lord. And then the Pſalmiſt propoſeth, 

(3+) That ſhe I incline ber ear : 1. e. not cnly - wy 4 

conſider and adviſe warily about the means, (1. 

but allo chearfully fo eqaſent unto, and £> .heart ro A 
expedient for the, readie cle» 

accompliſiment of her end, She was to lures 

conſider and debate long, and maturely, 

about ſuch means as were beſt for the ac- 

compliſſement of this ſo happy match 3 


| but, the deliberation and conſultation 


being over, ſhe was to incline her ear, 
i. & chearfully to conſent, and ſpeedily 
to execute thoſe means, which were 
judged fittelt for "the attaining her end, 
Thence ( 4.) the Pfalmiſt acquaints us, 
what the firſt and main of theſe means were z 
namely, Forget alſo thine own people and thy 
fathers houſe, As if he had ſaid, look as 
thoſe who enter into conjugal friendſhip and 
relation, have their conjugal Aﬀections ſo 


far mated and diſſolved into: their beloved 


friend, as that they do in a manner forget al 
old relations, though never fo near allied by 
bloud, even Father, Mother, &c. m ſo mult ,, wyywy 


thou have thine heart divorced from al old x: Obli- 


lovers, though never ſo near akin to thee, er an 
- : . o . . « pu ! ly 
if thou wilt enter into a conjugal friendſhip PI 


with thy Lord. Conjugal Atﬀecion and patris tui. 


relation contras and gathers in the AﬀeGti- 1. e. Mo- 
: ; | - rum patrie 


 Grituim. Wates ſponſam admonet, ſs ſponſum velit amore ſub accenderes 


n:cefſe efſe, nt ſue Geatis a: paterna Domus, corung!e onuun, qe 
antea_chariſſina habit procſus obliviſcatur, ac marits tantum placgre 
ſindzat, Muis, 


Da4 ons, 


Mn 


40 Fleion of a ſingle Chrifl., C.3, 


ens; which lie looſe and in commun among 
many friends, to one ſingle perſon : ſo mult 

the conjugal friend of Chriſt, cal home his 
ſcattered and wandering affe&tions, and cauſe 

them al'to ctnter on their beſt beloved, 
Whence it follows. (5-). v. 11. So ſhall the. 

King greatly defire thy beautie, i. e. Be thou. 

wholly for him,and he wil be wholly tor thee ; 

Jet thy Aﬀedions be taken off al old Lovers, 

and Kt entirely to him, and his Aﬀections 

ſhall be entirely kxiz to thee : be thou content 

with him. and he ſhal be conteut with thee : 

let the King have his Throne al alone in thy 

heart, and his heart ſhal be as-it were alone 

{ct on thee, So ſhal the King aefire thy beautie, 

n 24:02:12 y And thence (6.5 follows the ſecond rea- 
«d-r1 = . fon, why ſhe ſhould forget her own people and 
- =m_—_; fathers bouſe : For he is thy Lord, and worſhip 
plarrat ma- thou him, 1.c. He is not only thy Husband 
rite. Muis, but Soverain Lord, to whom al Divine 
Adoration and worſhip doth appertain : 
wherefore 1t thon reſerveſt, in the ſupreme 

conjugal beat of thine heart, which 1s thy 

Lords Temple and Throne, any ſecret haunt 

for old lovers, thou art guiltie, not only of 

ſpiritual Adulteric, but alſo of Taolatrie : for 

be is thy Lord, whom alone thou muſt adore, 
or worſhip, with ſpiritzal-conjugal faith, love, 

and obedience. Thou art muliaken if thou 

thinkeft to mediate a league of. friendſhip, 

bctwixt thy New Lord, and old lovers : no, 

he wil have his alove in the inmoſt bentof 
rhine heart, which-is his ſacred Temple, Or: 
rather the Holy of Holies, where none may 
| 5 enter; 


» ee AD W FYwi 


$.1. Ele#ion of a  fongle Chriſt, 
enter or Loge but himſclf : there is room 
for other Lovers in the ozt-loges of the 


_ AﬀeGiions, but none here, in this ſacred Bene 


of thine heart, fave for thy Lord: he alone 
muſt be extolled and worſhipped here, He that 
ſtudies, and indeavours to make a compoſitions © ' 
betwixt Chriſt and any ol friend, fo as to 
allow them both a ſhare in the inmoſt bexz 
of his giritally conjugal love, docs but de- 
Iade himſelf with a framed ſhadow, or 
IdvI-Chrift, of his own fancie. A compound- 
Chriſt is a falſe Chriſt ; if we chuſe not a 
fingle Chriſt for our friend, we chuſe nothing, 
but a coined Idol of our own deluded hearts : 
he that addes any thing to Chriſt, as a co- 
partner in his ſpiritual conjugal friendſhip, 
deftroyes the whole of Chrifi, as to benefit. 
Al this is (et forth to the life in that Parable, 


Hoſea 3. 1,2, 3- V« I. Then ſaid the Lord Hoſ. 3: 
. unto me, go yet, love a woman (beloucd of 12> 3- 


her friend, yet at, adultereſſe) according to the 
love of the Lord toward the Children of Iſrae], 
who look, to other. Gods and love flagons of 
IVine. The caſe flogd thus: The Jews had 
entred into a conjugal covenant of friendſhip, 
with God, as you have it,” Fer. 2. 2,3. Ire- 
member the kandnes of thy_ youth, the love of 


thine eſpouſals, &c. But Iſrael had broken 


her conjugal covenant with God, as this Pro- 
phet Hoſea declareth at large, chap. 1. 2. 
whence She is here ſtiled an Adultereſſe, be- 


cauſe, . albeit ſhe retained the profeſſion 


and worſhip. of God in 'paxt, yet the 
Liked to other Gods, and loved flagons of . 
Wine : 


F 


42. Elefion of a fingle Chriſt, C. 3. 
Fine, © : 1. E. ſhe found good 
emolument,or incomes of plea- 

ſures and riebes by the flagons 


© Propter volaptates colunt 
Idola, mais de viftu, quam 
de Dt cultu ſolliciti Tarno- 


vius. Titellize ho: de 1dolo» of Wine, 'or drink offerings” | 
latrarum — - pi- which were poured forth to 

YUMJue One bac CONungule eh | | 
" Fur, ſetrflitio. &> luxas. other Gods ; therefore ſhe looks 
Rivet. 


friendſhip and worſhip which was due ta 
God alone, 'as' Zeph. 1. 5, Yet for al this, 


though Iſrae} had thus broken wedlock with. 


God, yet he had an affeftionate compaſſio- 
nate eye towards hex : ſhe was beloved of hey 
friend though. qu adultereſſe 3, God had a 
mind to enter ifito a new covenant, of conju- 
gel friendſhip with 'her': but haw ? would 
God be content that 7Fael ſhould lie 3x com- 
my for him andIdol-Gods ? No but fiſt 
| he redeem. her Aﬀections by out-bidding 
' other lovers; and fo wil have her as 2 gar- 
den encloſed and a. fountain (ſealed, proper to 
himſelf.” So, V-.2- So T bought ber to me for 
froeteen pieces of Silver, &c..  V. 3. And I 
ſaid unto her, thou ſhalt abide Yor me many 
dates, thou ſhalt not play the Harlot, and 
thou ſhalt not be. for anotber man, ſo wil I 


alſo be fix thee. As if the Lord: had ſaid; - 


}* 


' O my beahg Spguſe, T'have yet once 


2gajn ranſomed thee, both by price and power, 
from thine ' Idol-lozers ; look wel to it, that 
thou play natthe Harlot agam: be thou for 
me, and not for any other Tover, and I wil 
be for thee :* approve thy felt a loyal friend 
ro me, and dout,not but that I ſhal approve 

| fu my! 


tomards them, or gives them * 
a ſhare in that conjugal. 


wholly aud ſingly. for. me 5 I | 
am 1n . regard of. :conjugal Sixt Feculym fieuram nulan 


a 


S.1, Blefion of 4 (ngleCbrift. 
my ſelf ſo tothee, © Thus. Cant 6- 3- I aw 


| .my beloveds, and my beloved is mane; 1. e- lam 


wholly and ſingly tor my" Beloved, as he is 


+3 
Cant. 6. 3, 


love and inp, not mine *4#t2/4d Ham admittit, quam 
N 


own, b 
point of conjugel loveand oare, 
not his own but mine. Its Santius, 
true, my beloved ceaſcth not | 

to be his own, when he becomes minc but 
yet he demeaneth himſelf as if he were not 


his own; he -affumeth ſuch intumate Rela- 


tions, and bowels, of ani burkand,  freend, fi- 
vior, &c, as beſpeaks him wboly mine » and 
therefore it is my, dutie to make: over my ſelf; 
my Thoughts, Atmirations, Aﬀettions, Por- 
ſon and zl to :him'3 40: that: 1; ary.now to 
mind, gdmire, live in, poſſeſſe,: enjoy;: and de- 
light in him, and not. my ſe/f 3 Iam to re+ 
je& every Ido}-lover and (triend.' '_- -* 
Thence God tels the Uraclices, ..that he 
would not deliver them, til they had put 
away their falſe Gods, Judges 10. 13, 14- 
Tet ye have forſaken me,and ſerved other Gods : 


wherefore T wil deliver yiu no more. Go crie 


© no:bhaite 3 #5 aur habet cpram, objucit ; 
$ ; a5/he' js, in fic F[afrdehis preter Ponſum 
antlum"ad- aſ en adnittit. 


Jude. 16. 
135 I 4 CL 


#nto the Gods ye have choſen, and let them - 


deliver you in the time of your tribulation. 
God upbraids them with their Idol-Gods 
and falſe lovers. But yet when the Ifrac- 
lites had put away their Idols, and humbled 
themſelves before God, it is ſaid the Lord”s 
ſul was grieved for their miſerie, V. 15, 16+ 


The like Hoſe 14+ 3, 4+ When Tfrael is Hoi. 14. 


brought 3» > 8: 


_. 44 


Hof. 2; 
15, 16, 


-, 


brought to renounce al 14ol-lovers and falfe 


Gods, then, and not til then, Chriſt'comes in 


as a friend, - promiſing to þeal ber backs 


ſlidings. So v. 8. Ephraim ſhal ſay, i what 


have T any more 't0 do with. Idols ? and 
what follows? I have beard him, und ob+ 
ſerved bim, 8c. - Chriſt ' wil never hearken 


tous 25.4 friend, ſo long as-we have to db 


with Idols. | LY 210 

Thus Hoſe 2+ 15, 16, 1%. 'When' God 
takes Iſrael again »wto Covenant with 
himſelf; he wil © have her. forget : the names 
of 'Baalim, her old Idol lovers, 'and cal 
him. 7/535; ber Husband. 'Thus the foul, that 


enters into a'conjugal friendfhip with Chriſt; | 


mulſi;: be--for him flygly, and for ' none 
other -.:.; he: muſt not adde to. or compound 
any thing with Chrift; -but muſt 'b:4 edien. 
unto, and abandon 2} old lovers, which may 


pretend untd, or. aim:atz:the leaſt ſhare in 


the. bent of. the: 'htaxt,;: or that conjugal 
Aﬀedtion which isalone due to'Chriſt, * 


» L 
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Reprobation "of | ſm,” by the friends of 


Chriſt. 


yu'T now to deſcend to ' particulars, 
LJ there are 4 old friends, or lovers which "3 


* Four old - 
which pre< 


pretend unto, and' ainvat an intereſt in. that @gq. , 
conjugal affetiion and friendſbip, which is ſhare in + 
alone due to Chriſt; and' thoſe'are, x Sizz. Mr conjue 
2.-Self. 3. The World. 4. The Law as a Co- gal love. 


venant. - The firſt-two are 7zterxe,: and bg- 
ſome-friends 3 and therefore more apt: to be- 


| tray us : the Jatter, albeit more exterxe and 


forrein,; yet are they exceeding dangerous, 
and very prone, either by their ſmiles, or 
frowns, to get a ſhare in that conjugal friend- 
ſip, 'which is due-to Chriſt. 'Whoever 
therefore does * really intend and defire, to 
enter into a ſolemne League-and Covenant 
of Amitie with Chriſt,” muſt: abandon each 
of theſe, ſo far as they ſtand in oppoſition to, or 
competition with Chriſt 5 who muſt have his 
royal Throne, al alone, in the bent of the 
heart. And. this indeed ſuits with the. na» 
ture of al elefzou formally conhidered.: For 
nal eleffion, in its ſtri& notion, does import 
a reprobaticn of ſomething : he that elefs 
one thing, reprobates another. So. he that 
cles Chriſt' tor his friend, muſt reprobate or 
refuſe al theſe old 7dol-lovers, io far as they 


\ Pretend unto any ſhare . in that conjugal Afe 


feaion, 


n Cajus tft 
approbare 
ULLEUS 


probare. 
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muſt re- 


probate 


and rej<& 


fin, 
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_Reprobation of Sin. C.z. | 


feon, which is due to Chriſt, and to him | | 


* 


alone. | 'N AY. 
1. He that .wil e{fpouſe Chriſt for. his 
friend, muſt abſolutely rexounce,yca, bid open 


detiahee' unto fin, that byſomet inmate, which 


pretends much kindxes for us, but 1s indeed. 
a ſworne enemie, not only unto Chriſt, our 
beft friend; but alfo to our felves: The Phi- 
lo{opher could tel'us ; > That thoſe who ave 
ernly friends, have the ſame enemies, and 
F:ond;. : This holds moſt true here 3 he that 
25 A friend:to Chriſt is an exemie to fin ; and 
fo dn the cortrary,, he that ;is a friend to fin, 
3s at eneome to Chriſt. To pretend unto an 
elecon of Chriſt .as our triend, without 
any fhncere. reprob.atzon of fin, is a contrads 
Gm 1; Chrittianitie, What? a friend 
Chrift, ahd yet reſerve ſecret haunts. for be 
Ioved:luſts? a friend of Chriſt, and yet indulge 
chy {elf /in ſecret, if not bpen fins? a friend 
ot GhtiR, and 'yet one that doeſft allow thy 
ſe in known provocations againſt Chrift? 
« friend of Chriſt, and yet as vain in thing 
apparel and geſtures, as frothy in thy diſcour- 
{es, as voluptmous and. fleſh-pleaſing in thine 
ule of the creatures, as proud and ſcornful 
in : thy: behavior, as. vazn-glorious in ſelf- 
exzltztion, as worldly and greedy ot lucre, & 
other worldtzngs ? oh ! what a monſtrous 
conrtradidion 15 this ? Again, .art thou 3 
pretender to friendthip with Chriſt, or yct.4 


' frequent,. yea wilfu! neglefier of Chriſtia 


anties, both privete in thine alone, or rt 
tirements, and more publick in thy relations! 
| | Aft 


| \ 8. 2. Reprobution of Sit. 


2il- in thy Familie, at leaſt in thine own 
heart? Certainly if this be good friendſhip 
with Chriſt; then He} is cronded with a 
world of good friends of Chriſt. Such 
falſe frietids were thoſe apoftatizing Jews, 
'. Zeph. 1. 5: who ſwear by the Lord, and by 
iS Malcham : 9197, z#xto ( not by ) the Lord 
ell and Malchart, z. e. they profeſſe friend- 
id ſhip to God , yea bind themſelves to him 
a Y by an oath of *Allegtayce and —_ ro 
be for him and for #ne other : but yet un- 

” der hand. they ſwear alſo to Malcham: 3. e, 
MY their 1do! Moloth , to whom they give alle- 
us giance and homage as wel as to God; 
a Which indeed was a flat contradidtion. F or 
God and Baal can no more be reconciled, 
be: than Heavez and He}. This is the commun 
ff caſe of a world of ſeeming friends : They 
nd ſwear both to the Lord and to Malcham : they 
profeſſe conjugal friendſhip to Chriſt, and yet 
rctain ſume 1dol-luft;fome Image of Fealouſie, 
Wy which mutt go balves with Chrifti. Thus do 
ary many falſe friends of Chriſt, ftxdie and medi- 


une tate, how they may mcdiate aleague between 
vfu Chrift and luft : Chrift they muſt have, to 
n quiet the clamors of conſcience, and Juft 


they muſt have, to quiet and content their 
hearts : hence they compound ' al differences 
betwixt Chriſt and lutt. This is an Hel-bred 
friendſhip, yet too commun among the 
'croud of Protcflors. 

Neither wil every laxe and partial repro- 


ation 


N Art thou an #gel in the Church, but a De- 
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How far a 


fa:ſe friend of Chr: may pt occde inthe reprobatign of fin. 


.48 


1. Asto 
judgethent, 
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bation of ſm ſuffice, to conftitrete a ſincere 
eledion of, and conjugal friendſhip with I * 
Chriſt, Many a ſeeming friend of Chriſt 
may procede very far in turning from fin, 
_ yet never turne to Chriſt ; yea continue 
fil a ſecret, and at laſt turne an open enemie 


| tohim. How far did Herod go in joytul 


attendence on. Fohn's Minifterie, and Refor- 
mation, til it came to part with his Herodzas ? 
and then he chuſeth to part with. Fohx's 


head, and- life by Chriſt, rather than with 


her, as Marc. 6: 10. Luke 3+ 18. Did not 


Demas procede far, and cleave long to Chriti? 


was he not much eſtimed by the Apoliles? ÞÞ - 
Do they not make honoxable: mention of | | 
him in their. writings ? And yet did not the 
love of this world to far prevail upon him, Þ | 
as that at laſt he left Pal, and the work of | | 
the Miniſterie, and turnes Merchant, 2 Tim , 
4+ 10- be hath forſaken me and loved this pre- | \ 
ſent world, he torſakes Chriſt, and Chriſt for-  ; 
ſakes him. ( 1.) A falſe friend of Chriſti, , 
may have thany dreadful apprehenlions | 
of the damning nature of ſin ; yea he may || ; 
tee] ſome {corching terroys, and beats of D> | \ 
vine wrath in his conſcience for fin ; which Þ { 
may fil him with grcat indignation againſt | « 
lin, ſo far as it carrics a ſting and torment. » 
in it; and yet al tiis while he allows and | 4 
approves Of it in his |:c4:r,25 ſweet or profits | | 
ble: he may have . ;:.igement of convict | © 
and Diſcretion againtt  -\, as it is the tuel of Þ| 
Divine wrath, or hci 5re, and yet he may. ſt 
have a judgement of Approbation for tin, as 
| pleaſing 


i , 2. Reprobation of Sew. 


Judgement, only turned againſt fin, but his 
heart alſo may, ini ſome meſure, by many 


faint wiſhes, partial -vows, and legal Cove- 


nants againſt fin, very far depart from it. 
How many pretending friends of Chriſt are 
there, who make folemne vows againſt their 
ſins, but after their vows make inquiries, (as 
Solomon oblerves) How they may reconcile 
their Luſts and Chriſt ? Do not- many, 
with ſolemne proteſtations, turne out fin at 


. the ſireet door, as a rebellious ſon, and yet 


ſoon after, take it in again at fome.back- 
door ? Are not many tnen3 covenants againſt 
fin, (1: Either extorted and wraung from them 
by reaſon of the beats and gals of 'their con 
ſcience ? (2+) Or partial ? they-covenant 
againſt ſome fins, that fo they may retain 
other ſins with mneore ſecuritie. © (3+ ) Or 
legal ? they covenant againſt fin in their 
own (ſtrength, and fo ſoon fal into the hands 
of that ſin they covenant againſt: ( 4.) Or 
conditional ? they covenant to quit ſin, pro= 
vided it wil not be a more dutiful obedient 
ſervant; (5:) Yea, do not the moſt of mens 
covenants againſt fin ſerve as a blind to con- 
cele their {ins ? yea, as food to nouriſh, 
fireugthen, and improve lin, at leaſt inward 
heart-luſts ? Thus do many ſeeming friends 
of Chriltt make al their Vows and Cove- 
nants againtt their fins, but as expedients ſub- 
ſervient to the concelement, ftrength, and 
growth of fin: In brict, the bent of their 


E heart 


49 
FF K5»7 to cortupt fiature. ( 2: ) Neither 2- As 
may the falſe friend of Chriſt, have his Till 


y 
-.- 


g. Asto 
confligs 
with, and 
mortifica- 


ens of fin. 


Fadller is the fountain : when {in ſeems moſt. 


the bamor lirikes in, it grows more incu- 


Reprobation of Sin, lg © 3, 
heatt is towards. ſin, while they ſeem, with. 
many proteftations and vows, to reprobate the 
fame: they have fatheyly: bowels rolling to- 
wards {in whiles they: ſeem moſt diſpleaſed j| : 
with it: they are offended. at fin, not be. b 
cauſe God- is offended. at it, but becauſe it ( 
offends their peace, and. troubles their con- k 
fciences; &ce. ( 3+) Yet farther 3 a falſe 
friend of Chriſt may arrive, not only to ſome F 
ſaint inclinations and proteſftations of heart. || ** 
againſt ſin, but alſo to ſome ſharp combars ff - 
with, and ſore ſeeming mortifications of fin, || -_ 
The: light of conſcience may fight againſt. y 
the laſts of his heart : as it was with R 
Balaamy Numb. 22. 18. exterue brattches of 
fin may be lopped off : Adﬀs of fin may be P 
ſuſpended ;. ſome fins may be purſued even b 
to death... Yea, not only outward AGs, but, f 
inward luſtings may be in part quenched, | 
Yea, the root of fin may ſeem very far wi- 7: * 
#hered,” And al this but feigned conflite, | > 
.and ſuperficial mortihcation of fin, which 
determine in the greater prevalence and ſove- N7-. 
reipntie of fin. For al their combats, and 
firuzlings againſt fin, do but more miſerably ber! 
entangle them in fin : while the acts of fin By. 
grow more feeble and weak, the inward Do- © >;;. 
minion of -{in grows ſtronger, and more vis fc F 
tent ; like a torrent pent up with banks, Wy . 
The more emty the ſtreams of fin are, the Wc 


aſleep, it'is oft leaſt mortified, and molt lively. 
within : As in malignant diſeaſcs, when 


rable. 


oh we. ay. EP. YO. UW» 


who really chuſe Chriſt as their: friends 


8.2: Reprobatiot of Sin. ST 
rable: Mat 22+ 25,--28- This is. the: caſe —  * 
of many a ſeeming triend of Chriſt, 


* Bur now it, is far otherwiſe with thoſe Whatare 


che poſtures 


wh of Chriſt's 
(1-) As to their Fudgements, they, ha'nt fincere 
only a: convidtion, but alſo a reprobation of (un: —_ _ 
they ſee. fin, not in the Devils minorating 7% » 
glaſſe, but in the magnifying glaſſe of Gods heir 
law : they contemplate fin not only jn the judgement; 
yotion and Idea 3, but really, and intuitively : 
they ſee the thing is ſelf, and that in its 
mauſtrous ugly ſhaper, and aggrayations : 
whence fin appears to them exceding ſinful, 
Rom. 7. 13- They fee in fin al moral and Rom,g.1s: 
uatural evil; al weakyes, poverte, ſervitude, nad va5p5 
ſhame, reproche, deformitie and debaſement of Bonk. 
human Nature. And theſe their convictions 
of fin are real, ſpiritual, deep, feeling and con- 
ſtant : their eye lids are kept open, ſo that treſh 
light and convictions of fin break in,every day 
more than other , asit was with Aſaph, Plal. 
77-4+ Thou boldeſt mine eyes waking- (2+) The 
true friends of Chriſt, do not only ſee fin in its 
colors, but alſo feel the weight of it: though 
perhaps they have not the melting ſexſe of 
Chriſts love,yet they have the bitter ſenſe of lin: 
'tis true, they feel not alwaies the workings 
of their friendſhip to Chrift, yet they feel 


2. As to 
cheir con- 
ſciences. 


 Fthe burdex of their provocations againſt 
"- EChrift ; which is to them che worlt of Hels : 


they find more malignitic, and bondage in 


W The leaſt moral ezil of doing, than in the 
Wgreateli natural evil of ſuffering. (3+) Hence 3- $52 
"Whe loyal friend of Chriit, has tae Bent of 4 Wh 


3. /$*2 


FE. 2 his 


| his hedte firongly” ſet_ againſt fin : his df 


Reprobation of Sin. C: 5, 


pleaſure xgainft ſin boils up to an high de: 
gree of hatred, revenge, and Antipathie 
which is the moſt deep, and rooted emnitie; 
that' which ſprings ' from an 'ftinc of 
Law of Nature, and vents it {elf againſt the 
whole kind. So great is his hatred againff 
ſin, P/2l. 79. 10 Prov. 8.13. Yea, he batt 
the very ſm he commits, and loves the 
geod” he' omits; Romi: 7. 15, 16. He has 
alſo a ſpring of godly forrow in his heart: 


. he is troubled and: grieved for fin,” not 


only 'becauſe it grieves and troubles his 
conſcience,” but al{o becauſe his beſt friend} 
Chriſt, ''Ss prieved and wounded thereby : f 
his heart bleeds for (fin, becauſe it cauſed ſ 
the heart of his Lord to bleed to death:Y | 
his fpirit is broken* for fin, becaufe theſh | 
law of his God is broken thereby : his ,, 
ſorrow for ſm is very fruit-bearing,ſſ }, 
2 Cor. 7.9, 10+ (4+) Again, the real friend d 
of Chrift does not only hate, and mourne forff 1 


- . fin, but alſo fight the Lords Bartels again £ 


ſin. His heart takes part with God againf 
fin, even when his members are engaged 
for ſin againſt God, Rom. 7. 15, 16, 19 
He fights againſt fin, not with caral, 0: 
legal,” ' but with evangelick, and ſpiritual 
weapons, 2 Cor. 10. 4. For the weapons | 
our warfare are not carnal but mightie, & 
He takes unto bim the whole Armor | 


| God, Epheſ. 6. 13, 14, &c. He takes thiff y,, 


ſword of” the ſpirit, whereby he lets fortlff q,; 
the heart-blood of {in, Rom. $8. 13: 25g, 
make 


S.,2, Reprobation of Sin. 


makes ule of the ſhield of faith, dipt in the 
uſ. +blood of Chriſt, which is very efheacious 
i | © keep off the fierie darts of luſt, - Heb. 
*) 9g. 14. Neither are his confligs againit fin 
CE ar a diſtance only, but very zntimate and 
'Of cloſe, in the- lame facuttie 3 Divine light 
the | 'againſt carnal - wiſdome, love- to- Chrifi 
nl againſt ſinful luſts > godly forrow. againſt 
"0 carnal grief : theſe fight haud to hand, in 
the Þ the mind; wil, and Aﬀeti;ons. - Neither does 
SY he fight againſt groſſer ſins only, but 'alſo 
res againtt more ſpiritual, refined lufts 3 as ſpi- 
nog ritual. pride, unbelief, ſelf-love,” hypocrifie, 
his carxal -confidence, preſumption, formalitie in 
nd duties, hard-heartedues., carnal ſeouritie, 'and 
Y.' ſpiritual ſloth. Moreover, he has more ve- 
hement conflits with his beloved” darling 
luis; ſach fins as-are- moſt fleſh-pltoſing 
or profitable ; moſt ' preſuming, and''dotnii- 
neering, Pſ2l. 19. 13. which' do morecaſily 
beſet him, and for which corrupt nature 
does moſt cater, and provide. But above 
al fins, he 1s moſily vexed with, and there- 
tore molt vehemently ſet againſt his corrupt 
Nature ; Which 1s the heart, the curſed 
root of bitternes, the poiſoned fountain, that 
gives life, malignitie, and venome to al 
» "F other fins : he KRrikes not only at the 

branches, but laies the axe to this root of 
IF fm : he endeavors not only to purge the 
ſireams, but alſo to ſweeten the fountain 2 
his main work is not only to cure the 
botches and breakings forth of ſin, but to 
drive the malignitie trom the beart ; though 
| E 3 lan. 


Reprobation of Siz. C3, 


fin anay gain forme loging in his externe 
members, yet he wil allow it no quwitt 
abade;in the heart, Rome. 7. 22, 23- In 
ſhort 3. the ſincere friend of Chriſt, albeit 
he may be oft filed by fin, yet he riſeth 
again 3 yea he fats forevard, and gains ground | 4 
by his fals : his being foiled by fn, does end 

in his greater vicoric over fin ; in. that 
it makes him more humble, ſelf-atnying, 
believing, &c. So that oft, when the 4% 
of fin are moſt violent and fixong, the Dr 
miniox Of fin is moſt impotent, and weak; 
as .it is, with nature in dying pangs,. he 
even. then overcomes moſt, when he ſeems 
molt gzercome by.ſn : S115 not only aſlcep, 
or. Sick , but dead in him : and the deakþ 
of fin, is the life of his friendſhip with 
Chriſft.. Js reprobation of fin ends in the 
election of Chrifi:; Heb. 6. 1- Theſe are 
the poſtures 'of Chrift's, friends towards 
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The  Eleftion of, and Amitie with. Chriſt, 


preſup oſeth the Renunciation of _ Frregut> 
lar ar. | po 


2- __ great corrival, which ſwes 2: 


for an intereff in that conjuge! 
Amitie, and friendſhip which is duc to Chriſt 


$$ 


The E-< 
tion of 
Chriſt pre« 
ſuppoſerhr 


alone, is ſe/f. This is a more ſecret and a renunci» 
lie competitor with Chriſt, but by ſo much 2tioa of 

| . irregular, 
the more dangerous, Self is a more maſ/qued Cen 


enemie 3 which oft carries the face of a 


friend, not only towards the ſol, but to- - 


wards Chrift alſo ; and. yet there is: not a 
greater enemie in the world, either to 
Chriſt or the ſoul, than irregular, iuordi- 
nate, and lawleſſe ſelf. *Tis therefoxc 
great folie, yea madnes, to imagine there 
can be any true elef;on of, and Amitie with 
Chriſt, unleſſe there be frft a divorce from, 
and Abjuration of Self, fo far as it fiands 
in oppoſition to, and competition with Chriſt, 
This is evident even from the 


#niverſul Idea or general na- Self-denial, eflential to al 


ture of Friendfhip, The Fricnditug.” 


Philoſopher can tel us, that, TTY. 


5 amd 


P they are avaricious, ſordid 3! olawr. xieÞ» ire Tis 
perſons, who ſeek, to gain by $5 Þidora, Ariflt.1,4-C-3» 


#beir friends, to whom they 


ought to give, i« 6+ they, who make ſelf the 
Y E 4 only 
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Self yio« 
 Jates al 


the'laws of 


friendſhip. 
q Arift. 
Rhec, 1. 2. 


©. 4. 


girtue, but what promotcs his great Hil 


friends to none but themſelves ; for you 
may expe& friendſhip from them, no longer 
than they may expe& advantage and profit 


from you, He that regards himſelf only, 


and converts al his thoughts and ſtudies to his 
own Thtereſt, is the worſt in the world -to 
make a friend of : becauſe he uſually fails his 
friend moſt, when he has moſt need of his 
friendſhip 3 namely, m times of difficultie. 
The ſelfiſþ man wil part with his beſt 
friend, rather than with his carzal -Intereſt, 
Yea 3nordinate, lawleſſe ſelf, will not ſtick 


to offer violence, to al the fundamental and 


eſſential Laws of true Amitie, and friendſhip. 
For, (1.) q Afriend is to be choſen for him- 
ſelf : 1. e. not*for what good we are to re 
ceive' from him, but for what good we ſe 
and ejoy in him : This a ſelfiſþ man minds 
not :' '« ſees nothing deſirable in his friend, 
but what good he receives from - him. 


'(2:) Again, true Amztie requires a likens, 


yea fome kind of #xitie, ard onexeſſe in prit- 


"#iples, humours, difpoſitions, wils and Aﬀedtr 


ons. But a ſeliſh man can no longer cot 
forme to his friend, than his friend con- 


 formes to his Intereft. Irregular ſelf *is 
ful of. crofſe principles, humors, diſpoſitions, 


and . Aﬀettions. ( 3-) The Philoſopher, as 


\ well as Reaſoz, tels us, that al true Amitie # 


Founded 3n virtue z and thence, that there i 
mo ſound fricndſhip but among tirtwous per- 
Jons ; but now the ſelfiſh perſon knows no 


{elf 


Self abnegation eſſential to EC.3; 
only meaſure of their friendſhip, are good | 
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9.3. friendſbip with Chriſt. 


L ſelf. (4) Farther, true friendſhip requires 


mutual communion, communicgtion, and ye= 
fignation of al things, This a fſelhſh per- 
ſon can no way approve of ; mize and Thine 
are his fundamental Laws : he chuſcth ra- 
ther to enjoy his carnal intereſt, than his 
friend : he had much rather break a thou- 
ſand times with his friend, than ozce with 
carnal ſelf: (5.) Again, confidence and de- 
endence 15 efſeutizl to true friendſhip : but 
a ſelfiſh man has no coxfideat, but ſelf : he 
an truſt his beft friends no longer, than he 
has triat of them. Feloufle, ' ſuſpicion and 
dirbelief 1s the firſt Article of his Creed, 
(6..) True friendſhip requires, that we do or 
ſuffer any thing for our friend : But now a 
ſelfiſh perſon can do but little, and ſuffer 
much leſſe for his' friend, (7.) Laſtly, F+- 
delitie, and conſtance is fundamental, and ne- 
ceſſary to trye Amie : But alas! how my- 
table, how ijconftayt, how diſhyyal is a ſelfiſh 
man to his beſt' friends ? Hence the Philoſo- 
pher concludes, q That friend- 


ſhip is not to. be taken up for 


riches or any politick ' Intereſt : - 
+04 K | Ourndpeny dAGYEL &19,pot 


becauſe ſuch ain Amitie "bas 
nothing ftable in it, but its 
Inftabilitze or inconftance. And 
thus much experience tels us, 


q Enela 73 od yeuud- 
Tevs % Was morTivay 


sS&y 30 lot TLTov UTE 


| GiBeuoy, v7s wioryby ig- 


Plato, Cn, fol. 184. 


that friendſhip taken up on baſe ſelfiſh Inte-" 


reſts, is moſt inconſtant : 


for the leaſt 


miſtakes, prejudices, croſſe humors , paſſions 


' or diſſatisfations oft? turnes ſuch friend- 


{hip into ſecret,' if not open cnmitic. By 


al 


3-1 Self-abnegation eſſential to C.3., 


al which it appears, that they, who cnter 
into a league of fricndſhip for baſe ſclhiſh 
ends, wil {oen ceme to an end of their 
friendſhip. Whence allo it is manitfcſi, that 
ſelf-denial is eſſential and frndamentsl to al 

true friendſhip. | | _ 
_ Neither is this ſe/f-abnegation fundamen- 
tally neceflary to haman friendſhip - only, 
_ but allo to Divine. Spiritual Amitie « with 
orenceſt Chriſt is no #ntereſſes Love : that lawleſſe 
enemicin Lora, or rather Tyraut, Self-l-ue is - the 
5 regards. greateli exemze Chriſt has. For (1) what: 
foever pretenſions of Amitie to.Chriſt 1t may 
make, yet the z4triuſick, and ſecret meſure of 
al its kindnes to Chrift is ſelf-intereſt : fo 
much the Philoſopher aſſures 
r $iaavI@ 5 du fveue us, r that the ſeif-lover afis 
nie edt 32" ly or inſl, er 
2, Arift, | *- + --, cording :to bjs profit or pleg- 
vic 434 2s! ſeere. (2+) & ain, ſcli-] Ve 
fils the heart with a. woxld of vinkoa 
againſt Chriſt, O-! What. unbelieving 7e- 
louſies, what geoundles ſurmiſes, and (aſpi- 
cions 3 what cruel, ſevere, and hard 
thoughts of Chriſt have ſelf-ſeeking profel- 
_ « fats? (3+) Whencealſocomes that obſtixacie, 
 contumacie, ſftout-beartednes, and inflexibi/atie 
or ſtubbornes of wil, which is in many pre- 
* tenders of friendſhip-to Chriſt, but from proud 
ſ $:12evli- ſelf 2: f for ſelf is the proudeſt thing in the 
«, \2?H world : it affets no lefſe than a Deitie, or 
Enidzs Cqutalitie with God and Chrift z and therefore 
its wi] muſt be its law it is impatient of 
any yoke, though never ſo ſweet =p 

| Ea 
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8.3. friendſbip with Chrift, \ 

eaſic. (4+ ). SelfSove is the greateſt cne- 
mie to -Chriſt, - becauſe it 15 tu of ſe/f-flat- 
terie, preſumtion, and carnal ſecurinie. Holy 
Sel doſpair is the beft foundation for friend- 
ſhip with Chriſt 3 becauſe it makes ſinners 


ſee and feel their abſolyte wecefſitie of Chriſt, 


TI:muſt bave Ghtift or 1 ze, ſaies 


' the ſzif-deſpairing ſoul. t But \ * ©£5%s [1 amor bominibus 
pony þ1 fils the foul with 1 95. _ oaioſum fibh is 


carnal confidences : if fin be but aſleep, or 
ſick , ſelf perſuades the ſinner, that fin is 
Read : if there; be but a few ſeeming good 
ions, felf-love | preſumes . that. there are 
a(o-.good Aﬀetiions : If there be ſome 
legal : ſorrow tor {in, this affedtion of ſelf- 
love falſely concludes, - there is. an hatred of 
ſin, &,-: (5+) Lawleſſe {elf is a great bar 
to. friendſhip with Chriſt, in :that it is the 
cauſe of -al fin, and fo of diformitie from, 
and; rebel;on_ againit Chriſt» That ſelf-love 
isthe cauſe ofal fin, the poor 
blind » Philoſopher can in- 


groundles fewer; z and 


there. js greater honor due t0 
himſelf kan truth. Again, al- fin ſprings 
from an ordinate eppetite of ſome lower 
good : and the true cauſe why any do ior- 
dinately love any lower good is, becauſe 
they do #nerdiaately love themfclves. Hence: 
(6.) $tlt-love puts another bar to Divine 
Amitie with Chriſt, in that it is the - cauſe 
| of 


u T2 IS eanveg. 20 Tdr- 
firactus : for '( faith he ) he lay atiuirer, hy 
that loves, 3s blind about that \, They "——— _ 
be. Iavess and fo' be imagines girs, &c. Plato Leg. 5 £931 


Self- abnegation eſſential to C. 5, 


of al manner of confyyfiox,” and. diſordey in 


the ſoul. Friendſhip with Chtiſt, /i5 '(as we 
have before Chap. 2. ſhewn) a very'bayms- 
#ious, regular, and orderly thinig : But now 


that lawleſſe Tyrant ſelf bived;! al kind'/of 


confuſion. So Plato excellently philoſophiſeth, 


ſhewing, ' w how — Tyrai#ick 
w Tugerxes & dons 3 ſelf-love lives, a5" an " abſolih 
"Eyes, & Tacy edraryis "March, i al manner of com 
x; dvouie, Gas a&Tt avis 
ay Movaex &kc. Plato 
Repub. 9.4 $79,-577. (7:) Lailly; lawleſſe ſelf is 


faſion and Iregulantie,” Oe. 


moſt ' obſtru&ive' of ' Divine 
Amitie-with Chriſt, in that-it makes 'man 
double -minded,; 'diſloy al: and- wxaconſtant inal 
the offices and deaies of friendſhip towards 


Chritt- - Self-ſeeking profeſſors are \indeed | 


friends to :none but their'own' bumors,: luſts, 


and Intereſts; whatever'fafr ipretences they | 


make to Chfiſi, yet 'in'truthy al their friend- 
ſhip is concluded. within:theit own ſplicte*: 

{elt is the ceutre-and ctroganference, where 
the lines terminate.'-7 ?Tis frrue,* they 'wwil 
perhaps in fome leſſer concernes, - where ſelf 
is not invaded, appear for Chriſt, that: {6 
they may in concernes of preater canſequenice 
ad for themſelves: they +live and die with: 
m the circle of 'therr own private Tntereſts': 
they really adore and worſhip no God, but 
ſelf. Whence *tis impellible © that ſuch, 
whoſe ends differ ſo vaſtly from Chrift's, 

ſhould maintain entire, and' long friendſhip 
with him. Divine Amitie- with' Chriſt 1s 
lined with a world of difficulties 3 and 
therefore it necds a world of courage and 
reſolution + 
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6.3. friendſhip with Chriſt. 
Teſolution : Cowards wil make no good 
friends of Chriſt ; 'becauſe they are below 
the loweſt office* of friendſhip. ' But ſelf-love 
3s' mighty cowardly and timorows, as alſo 
fothful andlazy-: it: cries, there is a Liox 
31 the way, if but "any: ſhadow of danger. 
®Tis true, a ſelfiſh friend may go, like Or- 
phah with her mother, a furlong or two 
with Chriſt, ſo Jong as the way lies fair and 
dire& for his own Intereſt 3 but yet he 
fon parts at the firſt croſſe 


Way. v One keeps on with x Duie adbuc nimis inordi- 
nate te diligis, ded plene te 

, reſegnare allorum wvoluntats 
Croſſe way of ſhame Or T1e- ;;4;4,, Gerſon de Imitat. 


Chriſt til he comes to the 


proche : another he walks Chrilti, 1. 3. c.132 
with Chriſt, til he comes to 

the croſſe way of povertie or xeed : others 
march with Chriſt, til they come to ſome 
fiery trial of perſecution. This '1s moſt 
certain, that friendſhip with Chrift, begun on 
baſe ſelfiſh grounds, will end in fecret or 
open enmitie : for when ſuch ſeeming friends 
have atained their ends 'on Chriſt, they care 


| not to have any more to do with him. We 


tind this fully exemplified in many ſelfiſh 


_ friends that followed Chriſt, while on carth, 


for the loaves, or bag, or ſome ſuch carnal 


intereft, So Foh. '6. 15- there are ſome Th, 6, 5; 


ſeemingly ſuch zelons friends of Chrift, 26. 
as that they would come and take bim by 
force, and make him a King. Ay but Chrift 
puts no confidence in them : he knew their 


ſelfiſh defigne, and upbraids them with it, 


v. 26, verily ye ſeck, me becauſe ye did eat 


of 
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ſportula fe- 
cit amicos. 
Juven. Sat. 


2 Kimng.16; 
I $2 16« 


of the loaves, aud were filled. y Such baſquet- 


friends are reproched by'the Heathens. Nei- 


ther were they loug-live&friends, of Chriſt 3 
for  v, 60, 61+ = are. offended at: him, 
and; ſo quit his companie.,, The like. in- 
ſtance we have, Fob. 2+ 23, 244; Where many 
commit themſelves to Chrifi, but he ——_ 


not. commit himſelf to them 3 becauſe he - 


faw they were but ſelfiſh falſe-hearted friends, 
which, would. exe long prove open enemies 
to him. We have alſo a great inſtance 
hereef- in zelous Feby, 2 Kings 10s 15, 16« 
where he ſeems a forward and hearty friend 
of God 3 and cries out to Fehangdab, come 


. With mc and ſee my zcle for the Lord. 


2 King. 19. 
-/ 29, 3t- 


He pretends much zelows iendſeig for God, 
but he antexds al for himiclf ; Fehr ſeems to 
go far .in the work of Reformation : oh! 
what an huge zele has he ſeemingly for 
God ? But. when it came to the hazard 
of his Crown, then the goldex Calves muſt 
he ſct up : he would rather venture. the 


loſle of . Relzgion, Chriſt and al, thari the 


lofſe of his Kingdome, 2 King-10-29,31. He 
regarded Xot. to walk in al the commandments 
of the Lord : Albeit he went tar in Refor- 
mation, yet he durſt not go tarther than his 
Intexeſt attended him ; when Reformation, 


"A c.1e and Intereſt crofle each other, then he breaks 
is the cauſe With God, and ſo God breqks with him, as 


of friend- 
ſhip, *tis 
aiſo the 
tuine of 


v.32. And *tis worth our remarque, that the 
very tame ſelf-intereſt, namely his ambitions 


deſire of the R&ngdome, which made him 
the ame. icem fo zelous a friend of God, againſt 


Abab's 


Self- ahnegation eſſential to C. 3, 
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Abab*s houſe, was that which at laſt-turned 
his ſeeming friendſhip. into open emnitie 
againſt God. For the ſame ſelf-intereſt that 
engaged him for God,/againſt Abab's familie, 
in order to the obtaining of the Kingdome, 
engaged him againft God, and a thorow Re- 
formation, left thereby he ſhould again loſe 
the Kingdome : which feems to be aimed 


at, Hof. 7. 1- when IT would have healed Hol. 9. n. 


Iſracl, then the iniquitie of Ephraim was 
diſcovered, and the wickednes of Samaria. 

ebu's ambition was very wel pleaſed, to 
join in the work of Reformation, lo far as it 
conduced to his gainig of the Kingdome : 
but having gained it, the ſame ſelt-love hin- 
dred him from joining too far in Reformati- 
0n,]eft thereby he ſhould again loſe his King- 
dome. Thus the ſame 7dvl-ſelf, which at fir 
made him a ſeeming friend, at laſt made him 
an open exemie to God. SO mutable and varia- 
ble a thing is felf, and al friendſhip founded, 
and rolling thereon. And,as Ambitious (elf thus 
far prevailed with Fehu,ſo Avaricious or Cove- 
tous {elf no lefle intluenced Jxdas, both in the 
elefin,and reprobation of Chriſt,as his friend : 
For the ſame avaricious humor, which made 
him continue a. friend of Chriſt, namely 
that he might have his bag or purſe ſup- 
plicd, (for Judas was Chriſt's Burſar, as 
oh. 13+ 29.) the ſame at laſt inclined him 
to {el his maſter and friend, for thirty pieces 
of Silver. Such awifible curſe is there upon 
al ſelfiſh friendſhip, as that ſelf-love is both 
the effeſzve, and deſtraflive cauſe thereof. 

| By 
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By al which it is evidently manifeſt, that 
3nordinate felf is the Gangrene of al true 
friendſhip: ſo that nothing is . mote eſſex 
tial and fundamental to the eleJion of Chriſt 
as our fricad, than the: Reprobation, abnega« 
:i01 and abjaration of tyrannick,, lawles ſei 
Reyunciation of fin, without: the rexuncias 
tion Or rejection of felf, does but make 
men more ſecret, and canning enemies of 

Chriſt; | JH 1+ | us 
A chara= And as there can be no eſpouſement of 
Cter of hy- Chriſt for our friend, ?til there be a divorce 
pocritiek, £m {elf 3 ſo neither is it every partial, ſi 
partial ſelt- bras | k 
enial. Perficial, carnal, externe, legal, and hypocri 
tick ſelf-denial that wil ſerve the turne, to 
conſtitiite a fincere friendſhip with Chriſt 
For it is moſt evident; that many dei 


themſelves in ſome things, that fo they may 


_ - {eek themſelves more effewall in other-lome, 
wiſdom, Others denie themſelves much in prefeſſion, 
that ſo they may exal: themſelves the more in 
Realitie.Some ſeemingly abaſe their own wiſ- 
dome,that ſo they may the more cunningly ad 
vance the ſame as the Academicks,; and Sceps 
ticks of old.Others protefſedly croſſe & thwart 


2. Self-hu- their own I:clanations; and humors; that 1 


mor. x R | 
they may promote their own merits. Others 
wm _ - renounce their own merits and felt-righte 


ouſnes in profeſſion, that ſo they may the 
more eſtabliſh the ſame in their hearts. 
op How much ſeeming ſelf-abnegation is thert 
ſe!f.de- In the world, which ſprings only from ſelf 
" nial. love? How many are there who feem to 
1. From abaſe theraſclves in their own, and the 
ſe:t-.ove. | ” worlds 
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at | worlds eyes, that ſo: they may. þe;\extolled 

ue 8 by; other men Na not mary one ob - 
* | denial ſpring. only from carnal feariof Dir © | 
itt} vinewrath 3 or tnorn pirital pride and vain — _ 
4] gloric ? is not the lf:denialiof many made ;. Spiritu« 
lt} uſe of only, as-ah anvificial blind, Ox maſqwe 3l pride. 
a | to cover over - a fotten baſe. heart ? |. do*nt | A. ef= 
ke | they under aforme of. ſelf-abnegation, hide *** 

offi the power of haſt? Is not 'the {clfwfenial of 

"| many ſccming friends of Chriſt only legal 

off and forced 3 which at la ends in greater 
ret ſelf-ſeeking and: Hpiftaſie F certabily, ſuch ' 
ſa} Glfdenial is the peſh of Religion, .mere car- > 
rb nalitie, enmitie againſt God 3. yea flat Ido- 
wh latrie 3 and therefore the greateſt abomina- 
At} tion unto God : fo far.is it from' laying a 
#20 foundation for Divine Amitie with Chriſt. - 
nah Whence it appears that that felf-denjal, An Idea of 
mel which abers in friendſhip with Chriſt, is of (ue lt: 
0% a mote noble deſcent, and zatwre : it ſprings which 
ct from a broad, inward, piritual, intuitive, feel- ſprings 
wiſh ing, living, and Divine light 3 diſcovering to froma ſpi- 
at the ſoul the | univerſal Fryers contagion, "itual ght 
cep- OD) povertie, nakeanes, impotence; ſer- Mes and 
vat vitude, yea Hel of {in, and miſeric in corrupt gf God. 
fff Nature. This Divine light gives the ſoul 
nerf allo a bright, ſpiritual, real, intuitive, affe- 
| Give apprehention of the Pager Puritie, 
Majeſtie, and Glorie of God 3 which makes 
the ſinner much more vile and loathſome in - | 
his own cyes;as it was with Eſaias, chap.6.5. Efa.6. 5. 
who, having had aſight of God in his Glo- 
TIC, 2. 1. he cries out, wo is me, for I am un- 
done, &c. This is the proper Genius and 
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Luk, 18. 


33+ 


- . Self- bnegation eſſenti«lto C. 3, |. 
Spirit of Chriſts friends'z the more real, 
and lhvely diſcoveries they have of the glorie 
of Chrifh, the more they hath, and abbey 
themſelves, as not meet to 'come into the. 
preſence of. Chriſt. ' Thus alſo Fob, chs 40. 
V. 4+ Behold T am vile, what ſhal I ayſwer 
thee ? I wil lay mine hand upon my mouth.” 
So Job 42. 5. I have heard of thee by the 
bearing of the ear : but now mine eye ſeeth 
thee. What follows * v. 6. Wherefore Þ 
abhor my. ſelf, and repent in duft and aſhes. 
Fob, having had a glimpſe of the Lords gle- 


' rie, he looks upon himſclt. as moſt lnathfome.. 


and abomizable : he is not only aſhamed of, 
and grieved tor his fin, but he loaths himſelf 
as one quite oxt of heart 3 he abhors himſelf } 
as an znclean and abominable thing. And 
this is the {weet and gracious temper of every 
friend of Chriſt ; {© far as he fees the gloric 
of Chriſt, ſo far he loaths himſelf : the. 
more highly he eftimes, and affe&s Chriftz 
the more. deeply he diſeftzmes, and diſaffe&s 
himſelf :-yea, he abbors: himfelf ſo much, - 
as that he would fain be ſevered from himſelf, 
and never own himſelf more: he looks up- 
on himſelf as fit rather to be (wallowed up 
of judgement, than capable of mercie 3 he 
15 quite out of conceit, and Jove with him- 
ſelt. Thus alfo the Pzblican > who having 
had ſome glimpſe of Gods.juſtice and holines; 
Luk. 18. 13+ (1-) He ſtands afar off : which' 
argues a lively ſenſe of his: intmite diſtance: 
from God. (2:) He would not lift up bit 
eyes to Heaven, as deeply ſenſible of his own' 
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unworthines- ( 3+.) But ſmote apon. bis 
breaſt, 8c. as conſcious of his own wretch- 
cd ſinful ſtate and* condition. Such a: deep 
lvely fight, and fenſe of ſelf-nothingnes, yea of 
ſelf-hel, brings the ſoul to an holy and hap- 
py ſelf-defpair 3 which is an effedial dior to 
faith and friendſhip with Chriſt. Such. a 
ſelf-defpairing ſoul is really notbing 'in- his 


. own eyes, though he hopes to be fortething 


by Divine vouchſafetnent : His own wiſe- fs or | 
dime, which perhaps he ſometimes idolized, uy _ 
is now to him mere folie, Gal.6.3. His old and pre- 
ſelf-preſumtions, and ſelf-flatteries are, in ſumtion. 
his eftime now, as the Gates aud Suburbs 

of Hel : he would not for a world be his 

own flatterer ; he deſires to be ſifted to the. 

bran, that ſo he might know the worſt of 

his ſtate. As. for ſelf-wil, he looks upbn it 2. Sel-wit, 
as no better than a ſelf-hel : he accounts 

his own wil the moſt crooked, flubborne, per- 

verſe piece of the whole Creation ; and 
therefore would fain have it brokex and 

ground to powder 3 wholly melted and dif- | 
ſolved into the wil of God, Pfal. 131. 2. His 3. Self- 
ſelf-forces, and ſelf-ftrength, he judgeth to be forces. 
wholly zxfirme, and weak: and whereas for= 
merly, his evangelick, affiſtauces were im- 

proved for the Interefi of felf ; and under 

pretence of depending on Chriſt, he really de- 

pended on himſelf; he now abjures al ſelf- 


&pendence, and counts al his firexsth to lic in 


his ſelf-weaknes, fo far as it leads him to _ 

moxe complete and abſolute dependence on Eo e 
Chriſt, 2 Cor. 12. 10- As for his ſelf-rigb= ns. | 
F z $eonſnes 5 


68 _—_ Yfential to C.3. 


riowſnes; he to ok por, it as moſt unrighte-, 
yea, as, duilg ind _ Arofſ (s in corrpariſon 


tereſt, iS to 


7 Self- FfHhrie is his ſel-ſpame, and reproche. 
glorie. Thus 1s the true felf-denying friend nothing 


Chrik, - A he isa Fool in” himſelf that he may 
be w3/e. 1 in Chriſt : he is Þoor in himſelf, that 


whe; rayment : he is weak, in himſelf that 
he may be ſtrong in Chrilt : he is Toft inhim- 


In Chih. Thus the friend of Chriſt abjures 


placeth Chriſt in the room cf (elf : he turnes 
that greze Idol, that whoriſh creature ſclf out 


Lord, to loge al alone in the Bent of his can- 
jugs), love and deſires: He turnes my ſelf into 
Chriſt-ſelf > my wit into Chriſt's wiſdome z 
my w:l into Chrili's wil , my ftrength into 
Chriſt's omnipotence 3. mine eaſe into Chrilt's 

pleaſure 3 my credit into Chriſi's honor ; 
mine intcreſt into Chriſt's exaltation. Thus 
he abandons, and dies to private, particular, 

Irregular ſelf: z that he may poſlcſſe, enjoy, 
admire, delire, hope for, delight in, and live. 


upon his moſt univerſal, generous, noble, 
—_— 


wr 
5. Self- of © "Phil. 3 ). His err peace and 
_— ſecuri ES 1s that ALE he aily watches 
6. Self-in- and” teth againſt. His carhal ſelfentereſt, 


im no > Votes than Jelf-rute. His: 
| Ny himlclt, that ſo he may be ſomething, in 


hen hs be rich in Chit © he is neked in him- 
ſelf, that he ' may Be clothed with Chriſt's 


{c1t, that he may be found in Chriſt * he (is. 
. diþ eÞarring is himſclf, that he may believe in, 
riſt ; he dies in himſolf, that he may live 


ſelf i every branch, and vein thereof, and. 


at doors 3 and takes in Chriſt, his foverain, 
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laudable, and beſt ſelf, Chriſt. -* Phis is that 

happy ſelf-denial, which 1s :{o fandumental 

and eſſential to friendſhip with Chriſt: For 

he that | can thus dexze. himſelf, wib never 

devie his Lord, 'and friend; he that hath 

thus overcome himſelf, wil with cafe! oyer- 

come al difficulties, that 'lie in his: wiy. to 

Chriſt, The greateſt conflis the friends 

of Chrift have, is: with lawleſfſe, twaxnick 

felf. This is that which r«izes al - falſe 

friends of Chriſt : for how many have 

very far-overcome ' fin, and yet after al have 

been overcome by - ſelf ? 'and among thoſe 

that ſeem to; denie themſelves, how ma- 

ny ſeek. : themſelves moſt, while they ſeem 

moſti to denie themſelves ? Q happy 'is 

he, that underſtands what it is fo abjwre, Beatus qi 
contemue, and abandou felf, and fiouf entelli;it 
Chriſt as his friend. Nothing makes — 
men more wniforme, familiar, confident, guy ep 
officious, intimate, and loyal friends of contrmurre 
Chriſt, than ſuch a genuine, pure ftrain /2/m. 
and vein of ſelf-denial. What made {Hbra- C<rfon, de 


ham (o eminent for friendſhip with God, mc 


' asthat he is ſtiled, with an emphaſe or accent, 


The Friend of God ? Was it not his ſelf-ab- Abrahan's 
negation, that laid fo good a foundation for — 
his ſo great Amitie with God ?, Were not gynded on 
al the great and noble exploits of Abraham's ſelf-denial. 
friendſhip with God, founded on ſelt-denial? 
His firſt great ad of friendſhip towards God, 
for which he is ftiled, Eſa, 41. 2, 8. the 
friend sf God, conliſted, in his forſaking Chal- 
gea, his neareſt relations, and eye-pleafing 

F 3 delights, 


QOcher 

Scriprure- 
inſtances. 
Heb, TI, 


feif-demial. 


| Mat. 3.11. 


Joh. 3 26, 
33. 


-delights to follow God, he knew not whi- 
ther, aSa Pilgrime, al his daies. Was not 
this an high picce of i:ſelf-abjuration ? Again, 
the ſecond great A of friendſhip, for which 
he 15 recognized, and openly proclaimed the 
friend of God, Fames 2. 23» was his offer- 
ing.up his only Son Iſaac. And, O! what 
a world of ſelf-denial, was there in this AQ? 
I might run thorow that little Book, of Mar- 


tyrs,, or white rol of Chriſt's Confeſſors, and 


friends, Hebrews 11. and diſcover unto you 
what viſible veins of ſelf-denial ran thorow 
al their friendſhip towards God. For faith, 
which was the ſoul and life of their triend- 
ſhip, is the greateſt ſe/Fdexier in the World. 
Do but, in your meditations (which is too 
large a Theme for me) run over thoſe noble 
friends of Chriſt, there mentioned, even 
from Abel, to the end of the Chapter, and 
you'l ſee pare, and high ſtrains of ſelf-denial, 
which were the chiet corzer ftones of their 
confidence in, and friendſhip with God in 
Chriſt. Again, let us contemplate Chrift's 
New Teſtament friends, and we ſhal hind 


much of ſelf-renunciation at the bottome of 


al their Amitie with Chriſt, 


Jove Paptii's friendſhip wyg2g not Fob Baptiſt a rare 
wi 'hriſt prounded R G - 4 
with. Chrilt grounde@ on - ice friend of Chriſt ?. arid 


who more eminent for ſ{clt-de« 
nial than he 3 eſpectally when it came it came 
toa competition with Chrift ? So Mat.3.11. he 
confefleth he was not worthy to bear Chriſt's 
Shoves. But more particularly, Fobn 3« 


2630. V. 26: Some of Foby's Diſciples, 


tem 


Self-abneg ation eſſential to C.z, 


$8.3. fimdſhipwith Chrift: © 
ſeem much offended; that Chriſt had more 
Diſciples than he : whereupon Fobn, v-27,28. 
» | rebukes them : and ». 29. declaresfolemne- 
ly, that for his part, be was but the friend of 


m Chrift, the Bridegroom';, and therefore *twas 
joye enough for him.zo hear his voice.” Yea, 


.> ® addes he, v. 30. He muſt increaſe, but Tmuſt 
decreaſe.AS if he had faid ; Let my name lie in 
4 | thedujt,and ror, ſobeit that his name be exalted, 
and made glorious : let me be diſgraced and 
deſpiſed, provided that he be dignified, and 
, | extolled : let my root wither and dric 'away, 

" B fo that his braxch may floariſh : let my Sur 
4. | fct, and be turned into a black cole, that his 
$un may ſhine forth more brightly : not my 


le  Kingdome, but his Kingdome come : let me 
be nothing, {o that he may be al things. Thele 


14 || are noble firains of ſelf-denying friendſhip. 
I might ſhew you the like in other Evange- 
lick triends of Chriſt 3 as the Thief on the 
Crofle, Luk. 23- 42. and Paul, who, Rom- 
e  9+3- ſeems content to ſuffer an ixmocent and 
14 | Firleſſe Hel, for the intereſt of his Lord ; and 
of | every where, when he ſpeaks of himſelf, he 
draws a veil over his own excellences, that 
ſo Chriſts glorie might ſhine forth more 
14 | conſpicuouſly : as Gal.2.20. Tet notT but Chriſt 
liveth in me : that modeſt correfive | not T| 


* argues much ſelf-denying friendſhip. But L- 
he | ut contra, By theſe and the like exens- 
», || lifications and inſtances, we fee, what an 
|| eſſential, and fundamental connexion there is, 
” ixt ſelf-denial, and Friendſhip with 
* | Chriſt. I ſhal cloſe this particular with an. 
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78- Self hey cfqntia v&c. C.3, 
blorputen of the. Philyſopber 3 & who + wes 


.., that y Young,” men, uſual bc 
* [ol y60] Fn I, more rA 201] | iendly. = (3) 
% ſocigb e, than other ages 3 bez: fÞ 
yoo they rejoice in ſocietie,, | © 
miud. not their profit, or. | _ 
w Fuf-imereft > 4 friends ought || -: 
©. mote. . The reaſon holds good || H 
| G in -al friendſhip , and. the 
obſervation very far in Friendſhip amongſt 
men becauſe, the elder, men grow, uſually, | .. 
if they are not clothed with a Divine xa: ff 3: 
znre, the more ſelfiſh they are, But it's N | 
quite contrary in Divine friendſhip with i ar 
Chriſt. : Toung Chriſtians, "2-4. they i « 
oft have the lar geſt affettions for Chriſt, © ar 
yet have they the leaſt friendſhip towards Þſ 3 
him: and the reaſon is, "AE there is 
much of ſelf in al their AfﬀeGions and dy 
zes : they mind more what they receive from 
Chriſt, than what they give unto him : they 
love Chriſt in themſclugs, more than then 
ſelverin Chriſt : whereas grown, and mature 
OS, - Bees perhaps their Aﬀetions, 
nd friendſhip to Chrift be not fo juicy and 
fas fy, yet are they more ſpiritual and Jeſſe 
ſelfiſh : they love Chriſt now more for what 
good is in hjmſelf, than for what good they 
receive from him : and whereas at tirſt, they 
loved Chrift for themſelves, they. now love 
themſelves im and fox. Chriſt :1 the more they Þ x 
are acquainted with Chriſt, the more they (| th 
. love him for himſelf; which is the pure th 
firain of treind{hjp. 


Thi us 
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78 
Thus we ſec how | afſential: ſtif-deival is | 
« | both to the Beivg, and PerfſeGior ofal friends: 
d. ſhip, and pantiewlarly of Divine. 
>; be wat. $5975 & 37th DUST 228 hw 55 R 


[y evo] 1@81k It SECT. 4+ © bi | "s in 
d | How far- the World myſt. be reprobated, int SY 


e ,, oraer to #he, Eleciiqn, of Chr if a5 - OWL. - 
ſt friends, -F 4:48 YL. F 


the world 


4 tern. campetztors of c Qhbnlt, fin, 1s to be re= 

and ſelf 1.cye now.'pracedse. to: the externe. jetted, in 

corrivals of "Chriſt. 3 which are. the World, order to : 

and the Law, + Theſe are not firmally, and *i* £85 

in themſelves enemies- to Chriſi,-;'but,-only S zoos. | 

objeftively, ang indiredly, as 'they, by their friend. 

frawns or ſmiles, invegle, and) entice-.the 

heart away fxom Chrift. We ſþall therefare 

examine) them: more ! cxrſarily, and begin' 

with the World; whichis: { tar- to be-re- _ 

jefed, as it ſtands in oppaſitiop to,' or ' compe=- .. 

tition with Chriſt. The world has a double 

face, the one ſmaling, [and the-other frown» 

ing : by the former it endeavors to.: allure, 

by the latte. it [ixives to terrifie the foul 

from-Chriſt..; In. both theſe reſpe&s the 

World muſt be denicd 3 thongh princi- 

pally as to the former : For generous ſpi- 

Ts, are ſooner; overcome 'by the: ſmiles, _ 

than by the frowns of the Forld. As for |: = Al- 

the Allurements and blandiſſements of the of eh _—_ 

World, they are very bewitching and beart- world, 
inveigling 
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Fl. inveigling things. - Al things*in exceſſe are 
| hurttul 3 -but the ##temperance: of proſperitie 
45 moſt/ dangerous. a He 
4 Magnan fo-turen mem need have -a great meſure of 
arinus decet : ow iſt © Grace, who has great worldly 
ad illam extulit &* altior "oj EE WEL. 

"—_ -< _ enjoyments :' for if his. heart 

fteti', illam quou: infra tor , 
ram dedivit. Seneca, be not much above them, with 


+?" God 3 he wil 'be ſoon brought 

#nder; and made a" flave*by them. The 

world, albeit it promiſe fair, is very faith- 

lefſ:, and deceirfiel : it uſually then deceives 

us moſt; whert we oft love, or truft it. Not 

_ . thing makes -men' {Goner 92d, than to be 
drunk with' too much Ffelicitze, © Our Heads, 

and Hearts are ſo weak and 7nfirme,' as that 

they are "ſoon overcome with the ſroeet wine 

of worldly good. And therefore, he that 

will bea friend of Chriſt, necds much wif 

dome, and” Chriſtian Temperance, as to the 

Defire, Uſe, and Fruition of thele lower goods. 

; ; The © Philoſopher ſajes, in 

p dyaNy Ie brfe Prapiein- Gown right termes, b rhat i 
Tax, 1%; wmAiomwr IT he _— . 180 | q ht 
giporTas, a Suvaley. Pluo. #5 impoſſible 't0 be _— 
| rich, and exceding good.Whic | 

comes neat 'our Lord's great Aphorifme, 

That it is "impoſſible for a'rich man to enter 

into the Kingdome of Heavtn, 1. e.' as *tis cx- 

plained, for: one that truſts in bis riches } 

which is the uſual prafice of rich men; 

who therefore are moſt unft to make friends 

of . Chrift. ' Certainly » great confluences 

of inferior goods, arc © great 3mpedr 

ments to friendſhip with Chriſt : Be- 

cauſe they make men uſually ( x.) Ve 

If 
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Ty voluptuous and ſenſual. (4. ) Ve- 


$.4. Crucifixion to the World. 75 


ry c proud. (2.) Very ſoft-natured, and una- c vagnge- 


ble to bear, and manage the croſſe. ( 3 .) Ve- — 
is Me 
Tuxiay 5s 


ry formal, dead-hearted and ſtrangers to God, ,5 arip. 
in al their waies. {5.) Very confident in Rhet. |. 2. 
themſelves. (6.) Very earthy and baſe-minded. ©: 19. 
Which are al very obſtrufiive to friendſhip 

with Chriſt. We have ſufficient inſtances 

hereof, in thoſe who pretended friendſhip 

to Chriſt. So the young man, Mat. 19. Mar. rg. 
21, 22. What kept him from cloſing with 21, 22. 
Chriſt, but his poſſefſions ? he had - rather 

part with Chrift, than with his riches. He 

that wil make Chriſt his friend muſt wygod 

the World. Now the Worlds -Dezrze, or, if 

you wil, Trinitie conſifts in. the Lzxſts of the 


' fleſh, the luſts of the eye, and the pride of life, 


as 1 Fob. 2. 16. 1.e. according to the uſual jJoh.2.16. 
explication, the a# being (by reaſon of its 

near alliance ) ſet for the objec, Senſual 
pleaſures, Riches, and Honors : Which, as 

the Cynick wittily expreſſeth it, d are the d Teowi- 
maſques of Vicess yea, and the fuel of them, Fe me” 
$0 Philo the Jew tels us, e That all fincomes ny” = 
from the Iuſt afier pleaſures, or riches, or glo- ePhilo in 
rie Theſe therefore muſt be fo far re- Decalop. 
jefited, as they ſtand in competition with 

Chriſt, Thus Chriſt enjoines the young max 


Matth. 19-21. Go and ſel what thou haſt Matr9.11. 


6nd give to the pxor. Chriſt eommands him 
to part with al, if he would partake of 
bi. To part with al; why, or how ſo ? 
(1) Every triend of Chriſt muſt part with 
al babitnally, in the habitual frame and Fas 

| O 


' Mat. 6.24. 


L 1. 


Crucifoxian tathe World, C. 3, 
of his beart :: Chriſt muſt. be Joved more 


_” than al :. thence the friends: of -Chriſt are ſ , 


required fo hate al in compariſon of Chriſt: x 
that is, .to love al with a /efſer lvve which , 
is comparative hatred. This the young man Þ ;; 
came--ſhort in ; for he loved his riches Ppt 
more than : Chriſt, as »»- 22« (2.) Th zt 
friend of Chriſt'muſt- part; with al adualy F þ, 
when Chrift'cals for it ; which Chrift dos | 
in ſome caſfcs.; As 1- :In thoſe firſt tima T 


_ of the-(Gofpel,  Chrift required. that his ſe 


friends ſhould Jay down al- at his feet, and Þ » 
tive on a commun flock : and therefore it  w 
was.this young man's fin, that he would not ff of 
obey Chriſt's -command,; -and part .with ol if uf 
at: his imjundtion : which was. alfo 'the: fin if fr; 
of Aatiar'and Sepbirg z- and. it coſt them il th 
their lives; Again, 2+ Chriſt commands If ſhi 
his friends to part aGually with at ; fo far as iſ (1 
his Churches ſhal need: require it, for the if in: 
maintaining. of his worſoip and ordixances, iſ ou 


' Which feems the meaning of. that Scris | Ch 
_ pture, Gal. 6.6, 7, 8. Be #0t deceived, God | Ma 


is mot macqued, tor what a man ſows, that on 
alſo ſhal be reap, &c. His deligne is-to ff To 
inlirudt us, that we may not grudge any ff ſho 
thing to:Chriſi, for the maintaining of his Þ and 
Worſhip. - 3. We are aGzally to. part with mu 
al for Chriit, fo far as. it may ſtand: inftur 
competition” with Chriſt, which oft happens of 
in times - of Perſecution ; we mutt loſt F frie: 
al to: keep Chriſt and a geod Conſcience | ther 
So-our Lord informes us, Mat. 6. 24. No mail 


cat ſerve two maſters ——ye cannot ſerve God 
| P 


. 


phiaſeth oh thefe words, F x0 


mon 3 becauſe boy Pequire oÞ- 
poſite things * Chrift commands 
that we part with what we 
have, Mammon commaud: that 
we catch at What wt bave not. 
There is alfo. an emphaſe in 


friend or Lord. In bricf, the 
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es, our chiefeſt good, and belt 


oe can ſerve God and Mamn- 69 47 
ſe  elols* SbaAtuiy,  bvarlias 38 
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Sh Mammon, . 1» & as Chryſoſtome para- 


f It; Sbrare Sovo3 xus 
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Mauwlts AY, aft 
aTtp cx $yers. Chryloſt, 


that notion, 


ſerve 3 which -itnplies to be under the D4- 
mition, and to depend on the beck of thoſe 
we ſerve. He that is under the Dominion 
of Chriſt, as his b«sbayd and” friend, muſt - 
uſe the World 'as his ſervant, not as his 


zabt wlll, How the 
"'S ve of World is 


the World, in ſubordination to our friend- oa-thes- a 
2 ww. Fa ” ; . 44 - + » = '_ 
ſhip with Chriſt, conlitis in theſe particulars, in ſberdi- 
(1.) In al creature-goods, to have a ſingle nation to 
intention on, and pure Afedion for Chriſt, as cirilt, 

friend. This 


riz | Chriſt 1njoines in the fore-cited Scripture, 
700 © Mat. 6. 22. if the eyes [ 3 e. the Intenti- 
bat | cn | be fingle, the whole bodie # ful of light. 
to To the friends of Chriſt, the whole World 
ny {| ſhould be but a glaſſe, wherein they ſee 
his and enjoy Chriſt their triend. ( 2. ) There 
26 | muſt be moderation in the uſe of al crea- 


in ture-comforts, and contentation 


in the loſſe 


ns of them. Al ſenſible goods are to the 
os £ friends of Chriſt, but things indifferent 3 and 


CJ therefore they muſt uſe them 3ndifferently : 


an f they muſt learne, with Paul, Phil. 4. 12. Phil. 4.1z; 


to want in al their abundance, and to 
abound in al their wants. What is want- 


ns 


Ul 


Jam. 4. 4- 


Crutifpxion to the World. C, 3. 


ing in their proviſion, they muſt make up 
by contentment; and what is over Or abun- 
dant, they muſt, by Chriſtian moderation 
and charitie,, learne to want. - (3-) The i; 
friends of Chriſt muſt uſe things to be Fil 
#ſed z and enjoy things to be 3njoyed, 1. | © 
they muſt Wi- the World as their ſervant, | 
and 7njoy Chriſt as their friend. For hey. 
that makes the World his friend, make IN 
Chriſt his exemje. So Jam. 4. 4- Know Th 
not, that the friendſhip of the world is en-WWlut 
mitie with God ? &c. 1o irreconcilable is the as 
feud *twixt Chriſt and the World, when flze 

they come in competition, as that he who Weoy: 
is a friend of the World muſt nceds be anſtc 
encmie to Chriſt; and he that is a friend: 
to Chriſt, 15 neceſſarily engaged to be aniſo! 
enemie tO the World. How far the friends 
of Chriſt muſt reject the frowns of thei 
World, we intend to ſhew, God willing, 
when we come to their dutie as to bearing 
Chriſt's Croſſe» < ] 


4. . | # BY 
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How" far Divorce from the Lan is” pre-re- 
© omifite, to the Efponſement of Chriſt as our 


Frye - 


LXT7 E row procede to the lift grzud How far 
1 Y "competitor with Chriſt, namely the Law is 
The'Law ; which is 'not ſimply, and abſ6- CR 
lutely an enemie to Chriſt, but only fo far, 4... wt "JE 
Was -under the notion of an Hxsband,' or 'Co> clpouſes., * 
Wenort of works, it ſues for a ſhare in- that ment of 
omjugal faith and friendſhip, which is due Cirift, 
to Chriſt alone. Now the Law endeavors 
ud Moenter into the ſame bed with Chriſt, or 
an ſo gain our conjugal' friendſhip, both' by its 
Wrowns and ſmiles, 1. E. by its threats, a 
romiſes- (1.) The Law, eſpecially when 
ig, Wet home by the' ſpirit of bondage, by its 
breats and terrors, affrightens and pricks 
Whe finner*s Conſcience. Then (2.) by its 
Wir promiſes and offers of life, it | ponent 
ard for the ſouls conjugal faith and friend- 
Wip- Bur (3+) it being impoſſible for the 
inner - to performe exa# obedience to the 
aw, theretore the Law is content, to go 
arer with Chriſt 3 that the ſoul do what 
| can, and then, that its imperfedions be 
 T. Wade up by the perfed righteouſnes of 8 Ore 
Khriſt, Thus the Law is content to com- — 
$-1d with Chriſt, and that its covenane $7 
W works g be rinfinured with Chriſt's _ Bellatra. 
an 


T6 ealreMas £265 6 | 
and enixed with the cvenont of Grace: anlf 


by this means. it gains; the conſent and 

a friendſhip of many —_ wrakey 

finne * A_ mixed cquenant of RP fl 
Cri. Bro and 'Grace- i Very, 

ors moſt darigerous. us If prcvaile 

with the Fudaizing Galatians; who com 


Oz attcrs * OED ;the; + 
Chrift,. and. 9% ed both wto iD 
To bh. gal bed Faith anil Depey, 
-1- 3. 4. Which the! Apolial the jou wing the « bond 
Notes of axcy and the free-womer . Fogert er, Gal. 
SE "anc debs 5- 2, age A that, this, 
i = the = of multitudes, of convinced. 
: ners, is. evident ( Is) From their legal p 
formances, of duties, merely to ſatisfie ay 
wet cqnſcience,. not.ta. pleaſe and fatigh 
TRY i 2») From iis enpliying and 
roving. Goſpel-aſſiſtauces tor the promotin 
pF, ve bees mes» ( 3+ ):Fron 
their, eeking after. ſxpport and., comfy 
from duties performed, rather. than. fron 
Chriſt in duties. (4+). F rom their fear: 
diſpleaſing 
ing Chriſt. -(5-) From their making uſed 
their __Jegal performances, and rence 
only as a cover blind or maſque to con 
a rotten heart, or ſome bate luſts, - 'Thel cl 
are black charadters of . a ſoul maried. to. 
| Law, Rom. 7+ 1, &c. But now the-k 0 
Chrits that enters into a covenant of cor 
friends #;endſhip with Chriſt, is divorced 
dead rothe 11] dead unto the Law, as an: 


Law,and 
how. baud, OF Covenant of Works 5 and FY 


.$.8. 


.' Divorce fron the Law. 
is 4' h rigorous "Fyrunt, 


performe it not-4*br as- 1t would ſhare-with 


ChtiRt in our conjugal* Aﬀetions. ©* This the 


Apoſile profeffedly declares, * Rom-7. 1,2, 
3, 4+ v- 1- &c. he-thews how 'the Law has 
Dominion over ſinners, ſo long as they are 
maried to it, and out of Chrifi, - But, addes 
he v. 4- ye are become dead to" the law by 


- the bodie of Chriſt, that ye' ſhvnld be” maricd 
 t0- another, i. e. being by faith wyited and 
- maried' to Chriſt,” ye'owe no conjugal faith 


and friendſhip t6' the: Law, which was your 
eld hurband ; no, you 'are now: dead'to 


*K as a covgrajt 3'you are not obnoxious 
to its curſes; "Reither "are you obliged to 
give It conjugai' Vexeyoltnce,* tor ''to ' bring 


forth children to it*: for ye are' maricd to 


Chriſt, that ye ſpoul# bring forth i fruit, 


[ i. e. children ] ##to "God. Al yourdutics 
now -'muſt not be to pleaſe and ſatisfie the 
Law,” as your: husband, but to. pleaſe and 
ſatisfle Chriftt': neither muſt you by your 
perfortnances*indeavour to exalt the righ- 
teouſnes of the Law as a Covenant, but 
Chriſt, The like: Gal. 4+ 3o, 31. where he 
rels them, they muſt caſt out the bond-wo- 
man, i. e. the Law, as a Covenant, and em- 
brace the free-woman, i. &. the Covenant 0 
Grace. 
friends of Chriſt are obliged to love and ob- 
ſerve the Law, as a Dirc@orie and Taſtrutior, 


ing ; Yea, in this regard their hearts have 
| G an 


"Sr 


| which+ requires pey- b 44y@ 
-feft, exa&t obedrence;-* and  curſeth al that Teo G 


Pilato. 


Rem. 7. 
I, 2, 3s 4+ 


1 Er: us 
vocat lib 
705. BETA, 


Gal. 4. 
30, ls 


Yet this hinders not, but that the The friends 
of Chriit 
love rhe 


Y k c Law as a 
fo regulate and guide them in their walk- Dirc&eric. 


an inmate gion with theLaw 3 they would 
fain, as two ſtrait lines, touch in every point 
- © ., withthe Laws they Hug, and embrage- jt, 
becauſe it js but a reflexe Image, 2 Tranſcript 
"or copie of the holines of. Chriſt, their bel} 
friend. Whereas the falſe friends of Chrili, Þ 
embrace the-Law as an Enband, or : Cove- 
nant of Works, but. hate it gs a Directoric, 
or rule of life : the true friends of Chriſi, 
they reprobate, yea bate the Law as aCove- 
want of Works, and yet embrace, and. love. it 
43S a Diredterie, and rele of: hifc. Theſe dif- 
 Fering and oppoſite Affe&zons, in the falſe and 
true friends of Chriſt, protede from the 
differing. and oppoſite regards they have to 
the law and Chrift.. © The falſe. friend of 
Chriſt, .his laft exd is to exale bimfelf,, and 
therefore he ePouſetb the Law for his 'Hul: 
band, that ſo he might bring forth, fruit 
to "bimſelf, and exalt bis ozwn righteouſhes: 
The true friend of Chriſti, his laſt exd-is to 
 abaſe Self, and exalt Chrift, and, therefoie 
he rejeas the Law as a Covenant, and 
 efpouſetþ Chriſt for his husband, that ſo he 
may brizg forth fruit #0 God, and exalt his 
free-graces Whence the, Law,being firipped 
of its. bitter, and ſour cxrſes, and dipped m 
the blood of Chritt . as alfo {weetned with 
free-grace and Gofpel-mercie 3.it now become 
a ſweet and eafic evangelick:yoke; a new. cont 
inandement of love, a royal Law of libertie; 
which with his inward man he delighterh 
' 3, and loves to conferime unto, as Rome Fe2 


F Xitie To 2J* | 
This 


.$.5. Divorce fiom the Law. 


Thus we have finiſht the firſt charaQer 
of the obje# 3 and ſhewn, how Chriſt 
ſingly to þe choſen, in oppoſition to Sin, Self, 
the YYorld, and Law. Al of which are 
comprehended in the charager of. the. good 
Merchant, Mat. 13.46, who ſold #t that he 


hed, and bought the pearle of previhns price : 


he ſold Siz, and Self. and” the * F/orl#; and 
the Daw, fo far as they ſtood in oppoſition to, 
or competition with Chriſt. He that holds 
faſtany of theſe, when Chrift cals for them, 
lets go Chriſt, He that forſakes not al for 
Chrilt, wil ſoon forſake Chriſt, when there 13 


any hazard of his poor Al, and' therefore 


Chriſt wil never own ſuch as a true friend, 


So far as the Heart is ching to! any of theſe 


a5 .corrivals ot ':Chrith, (o far'it is an enemic, 


Not a friend to Chriſt. ') + | 


Mar. 13, 


84 
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CHAP. IV. 


TheEleJion of Whole Chriſt 3 both 


ices, Perſon, Spirit, Waies, 


Members, and Croſſe, 
A complete Chrift muſt be elefled by by 
F riends. ; ; 
A com- Second confideration of Chriſt, as he is 
=, the objedt of his friends Elefion,' is, 
Fek that he be completely choſen. | 'It wil not 
"2700 ſuffice to coxflitaute a real Amitie with Chriſt, 


friendſhip. that he be ſingly, unleſſe he be alſo coviplerely 
| eletcd : For Chriſt is made uſcleſle, yea an 
enemie to us, not only by addition of ſome- 

- thing to him, but alſo by fubſtration, or 
diminution of ſomething from him. As we 

may not therefore adde either fix, or ſelf, or 
world, or Law to Chriſt 3 ſo neither may we 
fubftrati or withdraw any thing from Chrilt. 

A divided, as wel as a compound, Chrilt, is 

but an-zmaginary friend, or rather real ene- 

mie to us. Wherefore he that will really 


make Chrift his frizad, mutt cledt him com- | 


pletely as wel as ſingly. Now to chuſe 
Chriit completely imports two things. 1. To 
<huſe whale Chriſt : And 2. To cinſe whole 
Chriſt 


A complize Chrift, &c.. C. 4, 


G.1, theobjet of friendſhip; 85 
Chriſt for bimſelf. Of theſe in their order, 
Firſt, Thoſe who will .contra& an Amitie I. The 
with Chrift, muſt ele&, or chuſe whole Chriſt. m_ of 
| Though Icannot, as yet, fatishe mine own ,,q «je& 
9 thoughts with that perſuaſion, which ſup- a whole 
poſeth, juſtifying faith as ſuch, and under that Chuilts 
reduplication, to. regard Chriſt as Lord and 
King, as wel as Prieſt : becauſe this \is, as T 
— | conceive with {ubmiſi-r, to confound the 
differing formes of faith, as juſtifying and as 
ſandifying > whereof the former ſpeaks a re- 
lation to Chriſt as Prieſt, the latter to: Chriſt 


wl King chiefly, Belides, I have not as yet 
any ſufficient reaſon, which might perſuade 
: | metoquit that received opinion, That faith 


juſtifies as an Inſtrument z not phyſick , but 
i |- 722ral, or rather federal, depending wholly 
+ | on the inſtitution of God: and hence not as 
" | an A#ive, but Paſſive, or Receptive and Ap- 


| 

: Plicative Inſtrument, whereby the Righteouſ- 
-. | «of Chriſt is received, and made. owrs : 
\r | Though I cannot, I ay, for theſe, and ſuch 
'e | lixeconfiderations force my mind to aſſent, 


ſy tat juſtifying faith as ſuch, regardeth Chriſt as 
| Lord and King 3 yet 1 calily grant, yea ſhal 
+ | demonſtrate, that ſandifying faith, which is 
one great ligament Or eſſential bond of the 
ſouls friendſhip ' with Chriſt, cloſeth with 
ly whole Chriſt, as wel Prophet and King, as 

| Prieft, GC. 
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"th its Chr mo Ele# bim as their | a 

: Kia L ; 

ke Is "x E true friend of Chriſt doth hols = 
friendsof - 2, him not only; as. Feſies, a Savin, fb 
=_ R but al as Chriſt an anointed Krng © be elects ci 
kim aa Chriſt, not onily' as a; Prieſt to deliver him! I a 
King, from Hel,-but alſo as-a King to deliver him / 
from His Wt To take Chriſt only to ſave £ 

us from yyrarh; and not tofſave'us fromfin, is i g 

a black charadter of a rotten heart, and falſe = p, 

Joh. 1. 11. friend 'So Joh. 1. 11. He came unto his own, fl v 
and bis own.rectived him not. He came unto-Þ 3 


his own' : i.e. Chriſt came to the Fews, who | » 
pretended ' great friendſhip to the Meſſias, Þ a 
and therefore when they heard he was come, i Þ 
oh! hew were they overjoyed at fo good f 2: 
news? how do they rejoyce and ſport them-' | » 
(clves inthelight of his Goſpel, as Fob. 5.35., | fl 
what Ho ofaun4's and Songs of deliverance do' Þ f 
they fits} Mit: 21-'g. 18. "Fob. 12. 13 ? How, | N 
greedy” are they to make him their King?” F 4. 
Fob. 6:15. How is it (aid then, that they re" | 0 
ceived hint not 2 why" they received him--not, | + 
ke? a2ei- as k Lord PM King, Tg rule over them, and || it 
azoy; v1 deſtroy their Talts.* They could be content, NF be 


w_=” to reccive him as a Sawvivr, to deliver theth? t! 
Doninuny from their <nemies, the Romazs z as alſo 1r 


Gret.in from the wrath of a f in-revenging God, ſuch | þ 
locum, tidings were very joyous to them; but when 
Chriſt 


* | 8. 2+ The BleGionof Chrift at King. 87 

|| Chriſt comes to convince then -&f, - and re> 
” | bake them fortheir wmbelief; bypocrifie, pride, 
farmalitie, and other great Abominations, Q, 
then: they would hear no more of him 3 

i? | away with him, he was not for their axrnce 
Thus they . yecezved. him not as::Lord and 
- | Kig- | But thenhe addes, v. 12. But as mas 
e' i ny 5 received. him, to them he gave power ts 
*, | hecome the ſens of Gad, i. es Thoſe who -re« 
s' || ceived 2yþyle Chriſt, as Lord aud King, as wel 
n. || a5 Sevior, thoſe he dignified with: the title of 
nl ſans and friends. The friends 'of Chrift 
e BE muſt beſpeak him in this, or ſach: like lan- 
s' | guage; Lord hare is an inflexible, ſtiffe, hard, 
e I perverſe, ſtubborne, obſtinate, flont, proud beort 1 
7, | wilt thou bend, melt, mecken, ſoften, ſloop, 
0-| andibymble it, by thy royal Sceptre and So- 
0 | vergign Grace ? ſhal it be made flexible, pli- 
, | able, and conformeble to thy royal wil and 
, | pleaſure? Again, Lord here are ordinate, 
1 | tumultuons, rebellious Aﬀettions > which love 
' | what they ſhould hate, and bate what they 
ſhould love which hope what : they ſhould 
fear, and fear what they ſhould. bape, &c- 
Now, good Lord, wilt thou ſubdue thele thy 
lawleſſe enemies 2? ſhall they, by the power 
of thy Grace, have aſwcet Harmonie, Uni- 
formitie, and Qrder infuſed into them ? may 
it pleaſe thee to enable me to love what thou 
| .loveftz to bate what thou heteft, cc ? Far- 
ther 3 Loxd, hete are many ſpiritxal rehned 
luſts; here is an Hel of Atheiſme, unbelief, 
preſumption, caragl:-ſecuritie, ſelf-luve, ſpi- 
ritnal pride, carnal confidence, formatitic, 
$i G 4 by” 
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bypocrifie, &@c.” Wilt thou,-dear Lord, waſh'f| K: 
thy feet ththe blood of theſe- thine Adver- || 
{aries ?-+Shal 'thy garments "be died red"in'f - 
their bloud ?- Laftly ; O'Lord; thou ſeeſt here | — 
is a weetched, curſed old man, abodie of ſin; a 
root of thitiernes; at yranmcks lawleſſe Law of 
rebellion, an exvenomed poiſoned tountain of 
lin, a-corrpt #atare dwellingin me 3 may it 
now pleaſe thee to -14ib-it 'to: thy croſſe; to || 2; 
pierce it: tlibrough, with.” the ſpear of ' thy | + 
Spirit; that- ſo- its- hearr-hlood may ' Ifſue py 
forth,” as-it ſometime'made thine to gulh.ÞÞ +2 
forth -? Thus the friends of Chriſt muſt 7; 
elect him to. be Lord,:and King, over theit | P; 
 tujts,cas:wel as perſons... As for thoſe. who I ki 
pretend..to be friends of +Chriſt, but yet are] S: 
not willing to have-their/lufts ſlain by him, & by 
Chrift protiounceth- ah heavy doom againſt ©Þ «4 
{uch, Luki:194 25. Bat '1hſe mine enemies ÞÞ as 
which" would nut that -T ſhould reign' over tb 
them, bring hither and: ſlay them bef.re me g. 
Pluta h The *Soveraigntie and «Intereſt of a Prince $ 
_ * conſiſis chiefly in-his wiſdome and ſufficiente || 'a7 
ew. to powerne< tor the faithful obedience of the | m 
ſubje&s depends much} apon the ny/d,me and Þ| ſe 
ſufficiense ot their Prince : he that . governs If th 
wel, is uſually wel obeyed." * As the Art of a ff th 
good Rider is'to makethis hoxſe flexible, and I ſi 
tradable ; even '{o- the Wiſd-me of 'a god Noth 
- King: conſiſts. 1n zeachivig his ſubjes to obey. || th 
This King-craft,, or Kegal-wiſd»me is tran- | 'm 
ſeendently,- and 'incomparably in Chriſt : and ÞÞ 


-hence it is,: that. his ſ@bje&s: and frieuds fo 
wilingly_and ichearfully:ele& him for their 
ELD _ King, 


$.3 Chriſt's ſFiends Ele® him as Prieſt. 


&9 


or willingneſſes, Kc. 
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Chriſt's friends ele bim as their Prieft. 


26 Re friends ele& him as their Prieft. 2. Chriſt's 
> C They own. no other prurgatorie of fins friends 


puilt, but the bloxd of Chriſt 5 no other I- 


chuſ: kira 
for their 


terceſſor, at the Throne of Grace, but the prieſt. 


Lamb of God. I The blind 


| Philoſopher could ſee and ac- 


knowlege thus' tmiuch, that al 
Sacrtices were to conciliate or 
breed,” Reconciliation, Amitie 
and communim berxyixt God 
and men. 
this the main offiee of the Pa- 
gan Demons,m to tranſmit the 
Sacrifices of mien to the Gods, 
and the rewards of 'the Gods to 
men. And, becauſe they were 
ſenſible of a greater guilt in ſin, 
than could be waſhed” off by 
the bloud of Buls,and Goats,0r 
{teh like ſacrifices, therefore 
they | endeavored ' to pacific 
their angry Deities by n Fl 
man Sacrifices which cu- 
ſtome , ' peradventure, took 
place 'amongſt” them, from 
{ome -broken Traditions they 


'Whence-he makes - 


-Þ & at Jugior avFace' x 


os palin inicere (Tav 


- 74 ol d2iv 11 ae} Ftue 76 


% avhewres mes anna 
xelVeria) v met and To 
iv 1 2 "Epwl@ guaa» 
alw'Ts & i=oiv. Plata, 
Conyay. fol. 188, 


* Touching this cffice of 
the Pagan Demons to con- 
ci:jare friendſhip berwixt 
God and men, See more 
largely, Court of the Gen- 
tiles, P.I. B.2, C.8. [. 5. 
p42. 225. 


2 The cuſtome of the Gen- 
tives to pacihe their Gods by 
human Sacrifices, See Court 
of the G:#t. Part. 1. B. 2. c.g- 


|. 9. pay. 264, Kc. 


had 


99. Chriſt «ſtiends Bled bin. Pr eft.C.q. 


had xeceiyed, working the true , Meſſias and} 


his Sacrifick, or Prieftly Offi 
cver their þlind apprehenfions were, it is 


moſt-certajn;the friends of Chrift ele& no- 


other Sacrificer, Or- Priefft9 make reconcile 
ation, and mediate an Amitie betwixt them 
and God,-than.Chriſt hingſelt,.. They expect 
no Ad of Oblivion for their offenſes paſt, but 


_ - what 4s. procured by his blew: ; no friends 


ſhip 2nd-commenzan with: God for time” to 


come, bur what this their friend Chriſt, who f 
is at Gods xjght hand, ang has his ear tg 


command, by his _Izterpellativn, or Inters 


...." Cceſſion, obrains for them, » They txanfant al 


Heb. 5. 


"© 


oe Cunzus de Repub. Hebr. 
1. $.;c:4: Phila de Alegor. 
pr M:{ hijedtcnn 
Ty dAnJni Avyy. Grot. in 
Hebr. 7. 3- 


. being made perfe8t, he became the Author: 
. Salvation wito al thens that obey him, 1. & Wand. 
- - al his friends. The deligne. of this ſace[Chr; 


their Petitzons by Chriſt's hands to.God the 
Father, and' expe& God's. gracious, rerurny, 
and wouchſafements, to be. tranſmitted . tg 


them,. by the ſame bands. The. friends. of 


. Chriſt :look « upon his Sacerdoral office of 
6. Prieſthood 'as' the-moſi perfe®. So Heb.5 


Thou art a Prieſt for.. ever after the order. of 
Meclchiſedec.. Who this Melchiſedee- was, 
- much diſputed'; o Aleaing 

man makes him to be Chrif 
7 himſelf, appeaxing to Abre 
| bam under an human fpapts 
whoever he were, -it is:meſ 


preſſed hereby, is moſt perfect : ſo v. gy atf 


f 


cectain Chriſt's: Prieſthood, es 


and 


penman is to ſet toxth the. pregelience or-phtſthcir 


ference of Chriſt's Prieſt-bood betore -9 loud 


:Þ S.3- briſt s ſriends Ele& bim as Prieſs, 91 


of Aaron : which he demonſtrates, (1.) From 
+ | the exceſleace of | Chrilt*s perſaz, who was 
; | 7ithout fin. (2+) From the prelation of his 
7 | Miiftration : Chriſt offered tor his: people 
« Þ only, Aaron for himſelf allo. (3.) From 
1 | the Sacridce offered : Aaron offered the bloud 
{ Þf of Buls,8&c. but Chriſt, offer*d himſelf : he was 
t || both Sacrificer, and Sacrifice, and Altar. 
« | (4.) From Chriſt's compaſſion towards thoſe, 
o | for whom he offered himſclf,, e&c. Theſe and 
a | ſuch like conſiderations engage the friends 
a 8 cf Chriſt to Ele& him, and him alone as 
1+ | their Prieſt. And in as much as the: Sacri- Griſt's 
a If ficature, or Prieſthood of Chriſt confiſts of _ 
ag I two. parts, his Expiation or atonement On kim, 

mn, cath, and his Taterceſion in Heaven : his 1. Toex= 
tq friends ele& him for their Prieſt, in both Plate for 
of | theſe regards 3 both to expiare for their fins, ***ir ns- 
at and to intercede for them in Heaven : So 

< | Heb. 1. 3. As to the firſt part of Chriſt's 
oblation, his friends ele& him both for their 


cd Chrift, and on that aJone for the pardon of 
phe icheir fin ; they, rhirſt after his death and 
WRPLxd . as the life and food of their ſquls.: - 


Sd 


92 
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them. 
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So in like manner- do they ele Chriſt as F 
their alone Intcrceſſor with God : they ex-fl 
pet no returnes of their peritzons, but what þ 
comes by him. wy C 
wi —— ———_ 
The Elettion of Chriſt as a Prophet «ſſential ti . 

friendſhip with him. 8: 


__ as their Prophet. "The qP Piloſopher ms 
ag ire g 15 US» That the Prophetick, Art was to coll þ, 


VETI02, 


ErAlas Ste 


@; % «ys 
Bec ov 
Iraue- 
0s) &c. 
Plato,con- 
viv. fol. 
18S. 


Joh. ro. 4+ the things of God. So Joh. 10. 4- And 


ciliate, or beget a friendſhip betwixs the God: 
and men. What he fondly conceits of the 
Pagan black, Prophetick, Art, is moſt true d 
Chrift's prophetick, office z the grand deſign 
whereof is, to bring ſinners to a knowledge 
of, and Amitie with God. Alas ! why isit 
that men, who are rational creatures, are 
great exemics to God, the firſt Trath and 
Jaſt good ? is not this the true reaſon, be: 
cauſe men are-borne, dvenlc?, mad fools ? Tit, 
3+ 3- They cannot apprehend thoſe tranſcenÞ 
dent, raviſhing perfeGions that are 1n God: not 
there is no adcquation Or proportion betweellg;., 

+ o 


— 


their carnal hearts and God's ſpiritual extel 
tences 3 and therefore no marvel that they... 
affet not to make God their- friend. Bithk 

now the friends of Chriſt, being ſenfible'el Wu; 
this their native blindnes, they elect Chriſt 3þ woe 
their Prophct and condutior to 7nftrud} themm em: 


m 


goeth 


$.4z4 © 46: # Prophet. 
goeth before'them :..and the ſheep f:llow him 3, 


UÞ for they know bis voice, Chriſt alludes to the 
>. 


cuſtome of thoſe countreys, where the Shep- 


tY berd was wont tq go betore his : ſheep, and 


calling them by a peculiar note, whic they 
.were accuſtomed to, they cheartully followed 


7 | him ; So Chriſt's frignds, who are his ſheep, 
having ele&ed him: for their great- Shepherd, 
_ | they, underſtanding his diale& or. voice, fol- 
uf low him as their Guide. The - like, Joh. Joh. 14. 6; 


14.6. I am the Way, the Truth, andshe. Life, 
&c. As if he had ſaid 3 wh 8 follop..me. - for 


man canuot go. withont Trath a man canyot 7 


F thou onghteſt to follow.3 the truth whith thou 
"Nl onpheſt to believe 3 the. life, which thi oughteft 


ad FY hope for. T am the Way inviolable, the 


tel 


Fiore than the voice of a ſtranger. So Joh. Joh. 8. 43- 


« o 


dy Truth ixfallible, the Life interminable or end- 


eſſe. IT am the moſt ſtrait way, the moſt ſu- 
preme Truth, the moſt perfe(t life» Thus the 
Yfricnds of Chriſt cle& him for their Propher, 
and counſeller ; they underſtand his Dzaledt 
or language, and therefore follow him, the 
true way to life ; but a ftranger they wil 
not follow, as Foh. 10. 5- But now the falſe 
Þriends of Chriſt they underſtand not his cal 
ger proper Dialed ; they hear not his voice 


" b 43+ wherefore know ye not my ſpeech - 
"P-AMzr, my Dialed tone, or peculiar note, and 
Bs oice, whereby I cal my friends. Chrift 


Uh eems to marycl at their ſtupid ſottiſh . 


oeth 


Ignorance 3 


T am the true way to life. Without a Way a Gerſon de 


| know where to go: without Life a man is never 2 T; 
ol the better for going: IT am the -way, which 
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ignorance \3 But then -he irefolves al-ingff - 
this, ever becauſe ye catot hear my worl | - 
They had no ſpiritual” judpemtnt of difertyy: | 
tion, becauſe they wanted a Divine. facnltilf i 
of hearing his Word-y'\and' thence no wor 
der that they ele& hin not as their Py 
phet and Shepherd. ' Yea, they are ſo'kff 

rom ek&ing' Chriſt as their Prophet, thi 
2 the -Aaſe ; Farknes - before light > 96 -<+ 
+2 have -HIS' prophetick, tight 3 becauſe it diff-: 

John 3. covers\ their fins. So'John 3. 19. This 

29,2 Yhe -cifllehvmation , that Light is come 
\* - #he Wirlt, "xn men lvoe 'davkues rathifith 
©... Wha” Be © for Woody \morks 1are 'onlff fi 
"1-0 B&B Prery he thr doth evil bates of -wi 
light, alt#" compth nt to tbe tight, left "at 
feeds "be veproved. * No wonder that cuſito 
ele&nor:Chralt us their Propher. vi} al 
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4+ PH E real friends of -Chrift ele&- his SY 
i. Perſon as-wel as his' Bexefitss This Chit of 
is an eſſential, and' fundamental 'condition Of cle his 
al. 4mitze both: hamay, and Divine, T0 ele perſon 
will che Perſore of -our friend. - He that eh»ſeth a 20d hon ? 
evil} fiend only toi receive good things from him, 
-*-without regard or love to his Perſon, is not 

i 4a friend to him-whom he hath choſen, bue 
«to himſelf only. And this has a more pe- 
»} caliar confidetatzon in conjugal - friendſhip 5 
1 © which, if it . #er9:7zate or fixe not-on the 
«1 Perſon of him whom it eſpowſeth; it is but 
Jan” adulterons and whoriſh loves Now the 
+ Amitie *twixt - a Believer and' Chrifh, is (as 
we have atlarge demouſtrated in'the fore- ** 
»1K.going Chap.) conjugah, and © therefore the 

' election of Chriif's perſon is the-ni6ſt efſezr- 

"0 t22d Zugredient. thereof, Thus it 'was with | 
| vthe Sponſe, Cant. x; 2. The firft thing the Cu 2 2+ 
ci breathes forth,is this : Let bimr Kft ve with 
{the Kiſſes of by month. 6c. The Kiſſe, in 
LFthoſe ancient and fwmple times, implied no- 
thing Joſcrvious, impure, or inilecent + but it 
14 was uſed as .z fymbol of 2:timate friendſhip 
+a and #7jon of ſpirits: For by the Kiſſe there 
"FS, as it were, a mutual Transfuſion, and 
Tranſpiration 
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ignorance \.3 But then he "reſolves al Inte 
this, ever becauſe ye calot hear my worl 
They had no ſpiritual judgement of difcr 
tizx, becauſe they wanted' a Divine facnid, 
of hearings his Word 4iand' thence no wosfÞ 
der that they cle& him not as their Pj i5 
{cs and Shepherd. | Yea, they are ſo 
rom e&&fting' Chriſt as| thei Prophet, rhe 


—_=- "ehinſe. Jarknes before; light 3 ya 4 
' have -His' propherick, Jight 3 becauſe it diff-: 


covers' (eT rs fins. So'John 3. 19. Thi 
the - ciſdenmnation , that Lyght is come _ al 
the Worlthh” Les mer love 'darkues rathth 


*.. Whay” Bow - for wheir \works «are ' of fi 


738 270 every ore thut«deth evil bates nfl w 


light, alid" cometh not to rhe fight, le Wat 
deeds be Veproved. + No wonder that dui 
cheRnor CAA US or Prophet. ll cial 
n\8 TAETN & 9, 17 Cf; vs & wh 
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yall. 4- = E real friends of Chrift ele& his 71 
a.. - 1 Perſon a3-wel as his Benefiess This Chg 
wi_-is an eſſential, and firndamental \ condition Of cle his 
46lfl. al: 4mitie both: hamay, and Divine, to elef? pron ; 
wiilll:the Perſon of -our friend. - He that ehyſeth a 212d hon ? 
elf friend only to! reccive good things from him, 
without regard or love to his Perſon, is not 
4-4 friend to him- whom he harh «choſen, bue 
ſaJ;to himſelf only. And this has a more pe- 
\ i} cialiar confidetatzon in conjugal - friendſhip 
: ©} which, if it . #er9:7zate or fixe not-on the 
wi Perſon of him whom it eſpouſeth; it -is but 
Jan adulterons and whoriſh loves. Now the 
Þ Amitie *twixt - a Believer and» Chriſh, is (as 
{we have at large demouſtrated in'the fore- 
»:}-going Chap.) conjugah, and © therefore the 
' .cletion of Chriit's perſon is the nioſt efſexr- 
50 22a] Zxgredient. thereof. Tins it: was with | 
: Yithe Sponſe, Cant. x. 2. The firſt thing The C25 1 2» 
coi breathes forth, is this: Les bimr Kifſe we with 
© the Kiſſes of bs month, 6c. The- Kifſe, in 
Fioſe ancient and ſimple times,. implied no- 
.- thing laſcivious, impure, or indecent + but it 
114 was uſed as..2 fymbol of iitimeate friendſhip 
and 27301 of (ſpirits: For by the Kiſſe there 
1s, as it were, a mutual Transfuſion, and 
Tranſpiration 
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' Tranſpiration or breathing forth of ſouls | 
.cach into other, as Plato obſerves. Whenaſp 1 
friends were wont in ancient times, out ofafl ; 
ſuperGitious king of. pictiez to receive, with | 
their mouth; the laſt breath, or ſouls of ther : 
dying fri Trobe fathiy who were deadly 7 

in themſelveg;might- (as they fancied) liv x 

in them. So that by the Kzſſe here, which o 
the ſpouſe-breaths after, we muſt yndg-iſ c 
fiand the, ſpiritual transfuſion and inhabits v 
tion of \-Chriſt in her foul, and'the firme 4d fi 

-.-, . befjon of her ſoul to Chriſt, as her husband] fl 
:: Thence it follows, for thy love is better | tha t: 
Wine.  O/!: It is'the beleved bimſelf; thathl S 

_ al in al in the Spouſe's Books: And them is 
.fore it is obſervable, that what ſhe menti}Þ 

. ONS, .V. 2+; of the ſavor of his Ointmenxts, alli it 
aftcrwards, 'of-./his Apples, Wine, Myrrh A 
Spiknard, Perfames, &c. theſe ;are al to'bſl Sx 
underſtood -i:iof  -Chrift himſelf. Dutibſ th 


Graces; Comforts, yea Heaven it {elf arc'alfſ en 

nothing without Chriſt, in the eſtime of} m: 
Cant.z x6. his Spaulſe,: So the . Spouſe; Cant. 2. 16-1} w: 
am my. beloved's, and my beloved is mine, Vt the 

AS he has.choſen' me for himſelf, ſo I hav acc 

choſen, bim-for my:ſelf.'- He abides in meby 

- his ſpivie, and1T abide in him by. faith ani 

Jove. :. he is -wholly for: meg; and: I am whohl 

for him : He makes a free. invitation anl 

tender of ;;himſe}f to . me, - and therefore I} : 

E.” make a cheaxfu] acceptation-- of him, and Do 
ref;zgnation of my {elf 'unto him ; he mindsF frie 
_ regards, and'afle nothing ſo much as mh the 
fe]f , mine. hcart, and: perſon.3 and * My Hi 
v5 


S. 5+. Ele@ion. of Chriſt's Perſon, 


[, 
& fore 1 muſt count what is not himſelf as no- 


thing. It's truc, to enjoy the Bracelets 
aſl and love-tokens of my, Beloved is ſweet, ay 
th buc to enjoy himſelf is much ſweeter : It is 
ar a very plcafing thing to ſee and embrace the 
id Diune favors of my Lord : but oh ! how 
vel plealing 1s it, to ſee and, embrace the Lord 
<} of thofe favors ?' In what precedes, we have 
a-| the mention of many Divine Benedidions, 
1+ which the Spoxſe did participate of, in and 
4} from her beloved, : the text cited; 1s a re- 
nd. flexion on her beloved himſelf, as the 'foun- 
ball tain and originel Idea of al her benedictions. 
tbl Some conceive this Divine Aphoriſme, which 
HF is oft repeted, to be the burden of this: ſa- 
cred nuptial ſong : becaule it is moſt accotn- 
modated to exprefle that mutual conjugal 
Afﬀe&tion which' is *twixt Chrift and his 
Spouſe. So among the Romans, they had 
46.8 their ſolemne formulz, whereby thoſe. who- 
"al encred into conjugal relation, expreſſed their 
- off mutual reſignation of themſelves, and al that 
6.1] was theirs, each to other 3 as that : Where 
thou Caius art, there am T Caia : Pagans 
accounted it unworthy of conjugal relation 
fo efpouſe any thing ſo much as the perſon 
wy of their beloved. What nuay the friend of 
"hy Chriſt regard, deſire, or ſzek more than Chriſt 
nl hiinſelf ? Doth not he ſuffice for Chriſt ? 
1F and ſhal not Chriſt alone ſuffice for him ? 
df Doth not Chriſt take complacence in his 
friends alone as his Spoyſe 2 and ſhal not 
ml they take complacence 1n him alone as their 

bo Huband.? Conjugal Relation, albeit it may 


EleFion of Chrift's Perſon. 'E 4; 


Chriſt : ay but, when they conſider and un- 
derſtand, that there is. no life to be gained 
by him, but by eſpouling, of him for their 
busband , yea, upon a {crious, and deep con: 
zemplation of Chriſt, being convinced that 
their life and happineſs conlifts in'the en; 
joyment of him, this cngageth them ſpee. 
dily and chearfuliy to ele& and chuſe his pet: 
ſon, as the fittcti obje&t for conjugal Amin, 
As in civil conjugal contra, and triendſhip, 
oft? times that which firſt moves the attenth 
on, and allares the perſon to hearken to a 
motion or offer of Mariage, is ſome externe 
good , perhaps the man offers a great dowry, 
or the woman has a good Portion : thele or 
ſuch like conſiderations frequently open the 
door to conjugal Amitie : but after frequent 
viſits and familiar converſation together, the 
perſons begin to be more taken with the 
perſonal wairth, if there be any, each of other; 
and peradventure at laſt affe&ions grow lo 
pure and diſ-zntcrcſſed, as that, it there were 
no dowry, no portion'to be had, yct theſ 
would not break : Juſt ſuch. is the conjugi 
Amie *ewixt Believers and Chriſt'; That 
. _ ; W {11h 


98 
find its Relates different and diſlike, yer it. 
makes them oxe and alike, Therefore, as 
Chriſt condeſcends ſo low, as to eſpoulſe the 
perſon of his Spoule : ſo her heart muſt 
aſcend ſo high as to <ſ{poufe his perſon for 
Self the himſelf. ?Tis true, the firſt motive that | 
frſt moe draws the friends of Chriſt, unto a cloſing 
_ with him, is to gain life from him : *ris a 
Chrild, fenle of need that drives them firſt 


roi, = twins ©... ns * Bmw coo a—_— _- _— "h% 
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| which firſt awakens the ſoul, and makes it 
 arrentive to the offers of Chriſt, it's ſenſe of 
| meed :- the conſcicuce is ſtung with Divine 
wrath, and tinds no Phyfician that can cure 
tf its wound but Chriſt : the ſinner 15 uns 
tf deran Arreſt of Divine Fuſtice, and havin 
; | not a farthing to pay his debts, is dragge 
a | to priſon, by the ſpiriz of Bondage and the 
o. | Law : now, while in priſon, there is 'a tmo- 
- & tion made by the King's Son, Chriſt, that if 
IE the foul wil efpoaſe him for her husband, 
ic he wil pay al her debts: this is good news 
| indeed : what ! wilt the fox of God enter 
x into conjugal contra and friendſhip with 
0-8 ſuch a ſinful beggarly wretch as Iam, ? oh! 
e- who would retuſe ſuch a good motion ? 
Content ! the bargajn is made, &c. Thus the 
i, | finmer is firſt driven into ſtraits, Yea to 
ip, 8 /clf-defpair + for ſuch proud beggars-are we 
ti al by. nature, as that no one ever attends to 
> af the wooings of Chriſt, til he be forced to 
reſp it by an holy ſclf-deſparr, ny by the 
Th ſpiric of bondage : but then being; invited 
or | and wooed by Chriſt, he chearfully and rea- 
the} dily eſpouſeth him as a friend and husband : 
cnt} and the more familiar acquaintance, and 
chef} converſation he has'with Chriſt, the more is 
the he fatisticd in his choice of him : fo that, 
© whereas at firſt, he was fired out of ſelf by 
the ſpirit of bondage, and forced to go to 
Chriſt, as a fick man to his Phyſictay, or as RS 
a condemned malefa&ovr to the King's Son, —_— 
to beg his life ; yct now, he {ces al the £4; 
6 EW Mi L friend(hip 
reaſon in-the World; why -ke ſhould _ wickCheifl. 
| H 3 & 
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and. embrace Chriſt :. now... he can crie 

ame. yon himſelf, and al the world, 
T4 ' being ſo unwilling .to eſpoule Chaiſ; 
5, Life and tt be lies "FLOW 


Da IT gf 


+> &-2 


OT, 


af phe, the we EN Torre in order. to life, 
pet, aftex c communiptt with him, and ( 


ntemplati of his navifring glorie, (I 
2G0r4,35 | ) they they, find, by experi _ 
\their life i4 hid vin bim >, fo.tha 


nas, A Wtg Heaven, and bis £ 


ham. ans Abe. a. 


wot dior. to us the true "realom .. 
- why the Lord, in much .wik 
The Lords keep a of 4 's. dome and tendernes, keeps 


Eleft long 4mder bot I, 
and hardns ePhea Eee i TRAY: ot. his, elet? fr 2endr, f he 


way for 2 morc lg tirge, nder a ſpirit 5 
of ChiiN bong Bindage, _—_ and groatt " 
.. Ing, under a. drie, withered, ( 
FR bard, .and dead heart 3 namely. ) - 
drive thermore thoxoughly out: of . theme c 
ſclves,. to a ful clofng..with the perſon. of n 
their Lord z..that ſo they might learpe, ff 
 deriveal. ; race: trom- him,;: fox poax {quls 
under a ſpirit of bondage, and ſoul-trowt 
bles, chiefly, mind. the affeonnte wark 
Ings,. apd thence the eaſe and quiet of then 
OWN PUIts,, more thay the.. eſpouſ ing of, and 
| depending « gn Chriſt their Lord :: 'whercſar 
in-much pittie and compatlion to the ſoulf. 
of his elec, Chriſt ott? keeps them long 
undga 


w. « 
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go very far, in thee/et7iom of | 
Chrilt as their /Praeft, Prophet, and : King 5 


jimder _ fruitleſſe | conflits, and. wdiniatthnres 
of their own barren, bewiltred; frozen:tieavts, 
that ſo they might be brought to agreater 
meſure, of happy felf-zeſpair,.in order to. 


more : complete, entire; tle&tion | of: him-as 
their 'husband 1, and: befi friend,for:Him- 


ſelf.; 02601) 260.201 200 ye yore 
Whence alfo .'we. learne:, what: 5s; the 
mortal wund, and 'plzgue of 


—CA 83 £t þ . 
ſo: many falſe | friends. 'of £2plagye of falſe friends 


is, that .they cloſe not with 


Chriſt, who may and'oft? do (yok & Ehrif. 


yea, and receive many . amicable, dovt*tokths 
from him; yea, riow: and -then' a; friendly 
ziſit, and ſmile of his countenance 3 yea, 


ſome goodly orxaments of comimun gifts, 
. and graces 3 yea, ſome' commun Aſiftances, 


influences, enlargements, and quickenings of 
heart in duties .z - and yet al this: while 
never come to any real, conjugal Amitie, 
with him. What ſhould be the cauſe of 
ſuch a prodigious, monſtrous mileatizage ? 
why, here lies the core and malignant root 
of this 7veterate plague-ſore 5 ſuch ſeeming 
friends of Chriſt, being flung and' galled 
with divine wrath, may cloſe, with Chritt, in 
a great meſure, as their Prieſt, that fo, by 
his wounds and righteouſnes, their ftripts may 
be healed, that ſo his blood may be applied 


as a balſame to their wornds ; that fo his 
merits may be impated to 'them ih order 
\to the payment of their' debts : ' yea, they 
may come unto him. as their *Prophet, 


H 3 and 


[ 


and :Shepberd to guide them in this their 
Iabyrinth, and wildernes-condition : yea, far- 
ther, they may' come unto him as their 
King 3 and that 'not only to rule their per: 
ſons, but alſo very far to deſiroy their Juſts; 
at leaſt to keep them in"good order, that fo 
they may not be, as thornes in their ſides, 


fo prick, and gal their conſciences : thus far, 


I ſay, may a falſe friend of Chriſt procede, 
in the ele&ion of him, and yet for want'df 
a conjugal cloſing with the perſox of Chrilt, 
eontinue a real enemie'to him. By al this we 
fee, of what moment and weight it is, that 
the friends of Chriſt elec his perſon. But 
moxeof this in what followcth. | 


A———— 
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SECT. 6, 


The friends of Chriſt are to Eleft bis Spiri 
alſs for their friend. 


5. Elefion 5- (WUch as wil contrad friendſhip with 


of Chriſl?s ) Chriſt muſt alſo ele& his ſpirit for 
Spirit. 


their, friend. Chriſt's Spirit is, not only 
the ſame in F{ſexce with himſelf, but allo 
his Viear-general, Vice-gerent, and Deputtit 
amongſt, his friends, in this lower Regi# 
of the Church ; they therefore that w 
eſpouſe Chriſt tor their tricnd, muſt jn like 
manner Efpouſe his Spirit, 25 his Szbjtizut 
here on earth, to govern, influeuce, and c; 
duct thim, til they arrive to the immcdial 


21d prfegt viſrqu and "fruition of the Bleſſu 


Dei 


.-PleJ;om of Chriſt's Spirit, C.4,Þ 
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'Deitie® The friends. of Chriſt are as yet 
in their Non-age, and therefore, he: has left 


: 'them his ſpirit as their Tztor, and Advo- 
"| cate. . So Joh. 14. 16, 17. I wjl pray the Jok. 14. 
þ] - ; 


wter 3 T3 Deggaranſr; which ve | 
6 nite \uch C comforter, or Aden y- 4 _ i _- 
Advocate, as Is ' ready, in al 1.9 jr periculs accerfimue, 
Ie our ſtraits. and . difficulties, ut nobis adjint confilio, qui 
1 adviſe, counſel, aſſiſt, and dem Advocati dieunthor, ttl- 
-q i </courage Us. The Trtor, a fan, + hw fo? 
'F according to the civil Law, ,z _ © q 
fl 15 to be a Defenſor, or Gar- 
dien of his Papil 3 and none were admit- 
ted to have Twtors, but ſuch as were free 
Pupils, Such are the friends- of Chritt, 
—|| they are free-born pepils left by Chriſt, un- 
der the Taition, Inſpeciion, and ProteQion 
of his ſpirit ; whom they chearfully ele, 
and ſubmit unto us as Chriſt's Delegate 
and Commyſſioner, to order, dire, protec, 
and influence their ſouls. Are the friends 
oh of Chriſt oppreſſed and borne down by 
ell 1yrannick boijterow luſts ? then, where 
nh ſhould they go, but to the Spirir of Chriſt, 
allo *2_quel and ſubdue thoſe-proud lufts ? fo 
Kſa. 4. 4+ by the ſpirit of judgement, and 
mf 2» the ſpirit of burning, the bloud of Jeru- 
5 i falem js purged away. Are they weak and 
like znfirme ? then mult they go to this ſpirit 
to corroborate and coufirme their ſpirits. 
Do they labor under great Deadneſſes, 
ſpiritual * Srupidities, and hardneſſes of ' 
WT heart ? who then can ſoften, quicken, and 
| H 4 molifie 


104 . Blelion of Chrifts Spirit. C4, 
mllifie their Hearts, if *not this - quick. 
ening Head, this Fire or flame of Gid, 
with which Chriſt's friends are baptized? 
Matth. 3. 11. He ſhal haptize you with 
the holy Ghoſt and with fire. Again, are 
their ſouls ftraitnel, bound: up, and, as it 
were, fetter'd by many tent2Hons, and diff 
culties? who then can ehlatge their fouls 
and ſet them at libertic, but this theix 
friend, who, where everihe comes, brings 
libertie, as 2 Cor. 3- 17. 1s it not this free 
ſpirit, that widens, and exlargeth the heart, 
to pour out it {elf before God in prayer? 
Rom. $. 15, 27. Farther, are the friends 
of Chriſt wounded by Tentation or luſt ? 
who then'can heal their wounded hearts, if 
not the Spirit of Chriſt ? 15 not he the I 7? 
healing virtne of the Sun of Righteouſnes, 

Mal. 4. 2 ? Do they find ſpiritual languiſſe- 

ments, ſenſible cenſnmtions, abatements, and | 6. 
decaics in their Afe@ions to, and commu 

ion with Chrift 2: Whence then may they || his 
expe nouriſhment, growth, and thriving here- I ant 
in, if not frorh this living Head, Col. 2. 19? FI #by 
Are their hearts withered, barren, parchtd, Þ ratl 
like a deſert place ? and who can make them Þ tha; 
revive and ſpread forth their branches 3 and I bud 
make their beautze as that of the Olive tree If ther 
or Lilie, if not this frucifying ſpirit ? is had 
not he as'dew to Tſrael, &c. Hoſe 14+ 5, 6,7," hav 
Eſa, 26. 19 ? Laſtly, are the friends of this 
Chrift in a Wildernes-condition, under mas I defi 
ny Defertions, troubles, fears, hurries, dif- 
quietments of ſpirit, about their Fir 
| 4 | —_ ſtate? 
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"YN fad ſaid, This is my great optzon or chozce 3 F 
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Tate ? who the can Tpeak corifort, if ri6t 
this Divine Comforter £ where may they ex- 


'peR adoor of hope, if not in this valley 'of 


Achor, Hoſ. 2. 14, 15. Who can adviſe, d- 
v2, condud, and excourage them in their be- 
wildred condition, -if not this their Twray, 
Advocate, and friend ? Theſe and ſuch like 
conſiderations do deeply oblige, and ſtrong! 
engage thoſe who contradt friendſhip wit 

Chriſt, to ele& and efpouſe his ſpirit as their 
Advocate, Gaide, Protefor, and Tutor, while 
abſent from Chrift. 


— ————__——_—_ 


SE CT. 7. 


The friends of Chriſt muſt ele@ his Yoke, Mem 
bers, and Croſſe. 


£6. PHE friends of Chriſt muſt ele&, not 6. EleRtion 


L only his perfon, and $jzirit, but alſo f Chriſt's 
his Yoke, i. &. ordinances, waies of worſhip, _ and 
and ſcrvice. S& Pfal. 84. TIO, For 4 day 11 ordinan- 


ces. 


thy Court is better than a thouſand : 1 Thad pſal.84.10: 
| rather be a door keeper in the houſe of my God, / Ks 


than to rel in the Tents of Wickednes. I PX 


 oe4- 
bd rather ; Heb. Thave elefied or choſen ra- ACE dqulun. 


; y a leg h 
ther : and fothe LX X. render it : as if he "_ 


have what I wonld have, might I but enjoy 
this. Why ? what is 'it that he ſo eleGroely ' 
tefires ! *Tis to be but a Door-keeper in the 
houfe of his God ; 'the meaneſt ' office in the 
Chinrch, is more el;gible and deſirable in his 
cyc, 
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| eyc, than the higheſt preferments at Coun, 
t Gatak's,” A learned t Divine interprets it thus : I hal 
Cinnuszap- they have mine ear -bored at the Dor | 
T1. P+'77* thine houſe : and ſo he underſtands it, 
an alluſion to that Ceremonial Inflitute;-gq 
Rite, of boring ſervants in the ear, at. the 


4s —11x8 
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w Lori itt 


patbteas, 


Hoſ.ro.11. 


Eleftion of Cbriſts Toke. C. 


poſt of the. door, when they were willing 1 
to become perpetual ſervants. And. the " 
Targum ſeems to incline to this ſcuſe ff ,, 


rendring it by a « word that ignites, t 
adhere, As if he had {aid : I chuſe rather 


v 


to be a bond-ſlave, and perpetual ſervant. 


4 


thine houſe then to fir #pon the Throne u 
the World. Such was his option and eleth; 
on of Gods ſervice. They who pretend to 
ele& Chriſt for their friend, and yet rejet 
.his ordinances, worſhip, ſervice, and wait 
are guiltic of a flat contradifiion and ſale 
ciſme in Chriſtianitie® This was Iſrael ny 
crime, Hol. 4. 16. for Iſrael ſlideth back afff ,, 
a back-ſliding Heifer. 1. e. as an Heifer w im .. 
patient of the Toke : Iſrael could be conten li 
with the privileges, but not with the dutiy 
of friendſhip with God : the crown waſff 
beautiful and eligible, but the Yoke burda 
ſome. Chriſt wil have al his friends cſ{poule} | - 
his yoke as wel as his crown ; Mat. 11.29 o 
Take my yoke, &c. Hence we tind a {ad 
complaint of Chriſt againſt Ephraim, torff 
her falſe pretenlions of friendſhip toward "Y 
him, Hoſ. 10. 11. And Ephraim al © 
Heifer that #u taught, aud loveth to tre pe 
out the Corne 3 but I paſſed over upon he t 
x : ; 
fair neck, Her? 15 'a tacit comparatia 
| betwee þ- 


$..7.* Elefjon of Chrift : Toke. 
between 'plowixg and treading out the corne : 


the latter, Ephraim-could chearfully- ſubmit 
unto ; but not the former : and the rea- 


= , #2 


== 


FE ſons arc, becauſe ( 1. ) Plowing work car- 
"UF ries more reftraiat in it 3 the Bullock was 
tel £0 ſubmit its neck unto the yoke 3; whereas 
WY in treading out of the Corne 'it was loſe 
tw 1nd free. (2. ) In treading out the Corne 
"UF there was not ſo much toil and' labor as in 
VF Plowing- (3-) In treading out of the 
her Corne there was not only /iberjie and eaſe, 
\'VB but alſo profit and advantage : for, according, 
j þr to the Law, it is faid, 1 Cor.'g. g. thou 


ſhalt not muzle the mouth of the Oxe that 
treadeth out the Corne : So that here is ad- 


Jet vantage as wel as labor : whereas in Plow- 
= ing work there was not only reſtraint, 
gr and toll, but alfo no profit. No wonder 
P 


therefore that Epbraim prefers treading out 
the Corne before plowing. Is- not this the 


my caſe of a world of falſe friends, who ele& 
8 fuch ſervice for Chriſt, as carries libertie, 
ny coſe, and profit in it 3 but cannot ſubmit to 
1 the yoke ? 

7. The friendsof Chriſt axe to cipoule 
oO" his members and friends, as wel as himſelf. 


'S Chriſt's members are part of himſelf; they 
'Þ are myſtically Chrift ; and therefore ſuch as 
Þ reject them,do not, cannot truely elect Chriſt, 


perſeive Laws of friendſhip. 

8. Laſtly, They who wil ele& Chriſt, as 
their friend, muſt jn like manner ele and 
efpouſe his Croſſe. They can be no friends to 
| | Chriſt 
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E'eftion of 
Chriſt's 
m-mbers 
for our 
friends. 


as their friend. But of this more in the 


Elefion of 
Chrilt's 
Crofle. 
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Chriſt, who are enemies #0 bis Croſſe; -Phili 
3- 18. To renounce our eraſſe-and _fuffetingr | _ 
for Chriſt, 15 to renounce -our 1ntereſt_ in 
Chrift, his crefſe and ſufferings for us.. We 
are never more like Chriſt then;on the Crofl, || © 
and therefore never better friends to [hit || T 
then there. None that , are ,pleaſed with 
Chriſt, wil be diſpleaſed with his Crols :. by 
' xenouncing Chriſt's Crofle, we- renountt 
friendſhip with him, Heb..1o. 25. Of this 
alfo in its proper'place, when we come t 
treat of that paſſive obedience, which 4 
due to Chriſt. Thus we have (ſhewn:hoyw 
whole Chriſt is to: be elefjed © his ſceptre, is 
wel as his crowns his perſon,” as wel as hf 
Righteouſnes 3 not only his privileges, but . 
alſo his duties ; his yoke as wel as his bent 
fits 5 his croſſe as wel as his rewards. 


CHAP. 
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- CHAP. V. 


That rand Caſe, how far the friends 
'of Chriſt may regard themſelves; 
_ fates, both in. the Negative and 


 Aﬀecmative. . 


—_ 


' Chriſt muſt be-elefied for bimſelf- 


"TO make up. a complete conftitution of Chriſt 
Chrift, -as the objeft of \the Saints mult be | 
5, © | Awitie,1t 18 requiſite, not only that —_— 
whole Chrift be elefed, but alſo that he be 

elefied for himſelf. . This indeed ſeems the 

moſt eſſential and fundamental part, or the 

formal Idea, and: conſtitutive reaſon of all true 
iriend{hip 3 that our friend be choſen 7 for 2 0 ind 
hinſuf. Without this qualification, al friend- 192% $#6* 
ſhip, even amongſt men as men,,.is reputed, by \\..n Bher, 
the wiſer Heathens, but as ſpurious, and 1, 2.c. 4. 
baftard ; that which wil ſoon, when occaſion 

ſexves, degenerate into ſecret diflike, if not 

W eamntie-  Thence the Philoſopher gives 

this Idea, or, Definition of a true friend, 

a That he is ſuch a one as ſeriouſly wiſheth, a*Egiv 6 
ne ftudiiufly endeavors the good of bis friend, TUsTC: 


M - o _ , as gin@ 0575 
iy %;Jas anal 9 CNT aegrlincs 6ay eu)op S Ave 
Ariſt, Rher. pag. 27, | 
fir 


chrift elefled for Himſelf. C.$. 


for his friends ſake. Thongh this Ide « 
friendſhip, may poſlibly prove too narroy 
for the Saints Amitie with Chriſt, yet thus 
far it holds good, that Chriſt muſi be de 
cos red for himfelf. For friendſhip with Chiif 
muſt be taken up, not upon, cont:ngent occaſe 
04s, Or commun grounds, but upon immediat th 
reaſons and proper motives, atiling from af} « 
apprehenfion of Chriſt's (pecial excellenics, 

__ An Heathen could fay to hy 


—g. oy A" —_ I” friend: b Tamonly a lover 
. @Ys hs | 
Socrates ad Alcibiad. Plat. thy ſelf 3 others are lover IT 


Alcib. thy good things. How mug 

» more ſhould: the friends 

Chriſt, beſpeak him, their beſt friend, in 

ſuch language ? certainly that muſt needs} 

the moſt pare and roble Amitie, which is 

leaſt iytereſſed, and moſt purely carried out 

t< Chriſt for himſelf. The —— 

| ſelf and carnal reſpedts t 

The more pure reſpects we\ js jn any friendſhip, whethe 

_ to Ch.iſt for him#:If, pax or Divine, the more'it 

the . more p.rfe& 1s our a | i of 
frienditip to hum. Fer Es and centers On oury | 
; friend for himſelf , and the 

more the heart terminates and centers on ity 

triend for himſelf, the more it correſponds ot 

anſwers unto the #niverſal, and moſt perfe 

Idea of human and Divine Amitie, Thi 

the poor Hearhens ſaw ſo much beautie and 

glorie in, as that they affe&ted nothing more 

c Atralus than to ſeem thus generous, in eleFing and] No 

pag Iming their friend for himſelf. So c Attalus the] pre. 

bat, jucan- Philoſopher ſaid, That it was mere pleaſant ta Idc 

dia effe amicum {actie quam baycre, Sen, ad Luce . | I the 


make 


A Chriſt ele ed for Himſelf. 


make a friend, (1. &- by love and kindneſles 
expreſſed to him) than to have ne : (3.6. for 


buf our uſe and benefit\. And the moralift gives 


<< us this general charaQter of his wiſe man, 
ll a That albeit he is content with himſelf, yet 
-ak- | he deſires to have a friend, were it only for 
za Þ this, that he might exerciſe friendſhip that ſo 
af virtue of ſuch excellent uſe, might not lie 
Ces, uſelſſe. ——Why ( addes he ) dy. I ele a 


bil friend 2 that I may have one for whom 1 


d Seneca ad 
Luc . E- 


pift. 9. 


r off £24 die- Such pure and dif-intereſſed rains 


5 ff of Divine Amitie the friends of Chriſt ſhould 
ual aim at, and endeavor after towards Chriſt. 
; off For by how much the more they 7zzexd, love, 
- nfl dcfire, bope for and delight in Chrift for him- 
FRE ſelf, by fo much the more pre, noble, gene- 
hi r:15, divine and inviolable is their friendſhip 
out towards him.. Now the friends of Chriſt 
eff may- be faid to ele&t him for bimſelf, 
enfl when he himſelf gives reſt and f(atisfaction 
he} fo their ſouls, in the want and exjoyment of 
ej} al things. For the firſt principle or element 
our of cle&ing Chriſt for himſelf, conliſts in ſee- 
the] ing al our fatisfaQtion and reſt laid up in him, 
9] and not in our ſclves , or any thing elſe. 
7 off Where cver the heart finds complete reſt, that 
ty It lives on, loves and exjoyes for it ſelf 3 and 
the deprivement of that is death and Hel 
dj unto it. Again, what we elect for it (elf, 
we that we make our /aft end, and beſt good : 
Now the Jaſt exd and choiceft good is the firſt 
; hel] preaciple in morals, and ſo the moſt univerſal 
t tal} Idea, and perfeft meſure of al good 3 and 

1] thence the tpring of al reſt and favisfaction. 
ak Ib, 


Whar it is 
to ele&t 
Chriſt for 
himſelf, 


413 


ſuch as can context and ſatisfie themſelve 


In Heaver, al theſe poor, low, intereſſed, fel if 
reſpe&s which draw finners to friendſhy 


ſwallowed up, and drowned in the beatijig 


Chriſt elefed for himſelf. C5, 
So. that nane elects Chriſt for himſelf, but 


in Chriſt, not in themſelves, : and the more 
pure and dilintercſſed our regards to Chrif 
for himſclf. are, the better friends we axe, 


a / "5 <p aw. IY 


with Chriſt, whiles in this lower Re jon 
of Clay-tabernacles, wil there be perfectly 
Viſion, and fruition of Chriſt for he bro 
for himſelf alone. But yet, while the frienk 
of Chriſt are in this their #on-age, and 
child-bood, he does indulge them in manyfÞ} 2 
childiſh, ſelfiſh humoys. They are now in aff * 
wildernes-condition, abſent from the Celeſtial 
Canaan, where Chriſt. their friend relides 
and, therefore much ſirangers to thole zrax 4 
ſeendent excellences,. and raviſhing Beauties e! 
which ſhine in his perſon. : no, wonder then,fſ th 
if they have many oblique. and ſquint Ref ar 
gards \ many private, and intereſſed Afﬀedin 
mixed with their Amitie towards Chrilkl Pc 
Yea, al the friends. of Chrili, at their fir 
contra with him, are allured and drawn to of 
him, by what good they hope to receingh /e) 
trom him, rather than by what good they 
fce in him :.and many good friends 9 
Chriſt, under Deſertion or textation, are mort 
21zent qn what Grace and Comfort they ya 
rccezve, trom Chriſt, than on what they mayſſ 
enjoy in himſelf. Upon theſe and ſuc 
like conſiderations, it, wil be neceſſary t! a 
we ſtate . and, determine that great caſe. q det 
Oy - Conſcience 


S. 2. Chriſt's ſfiends may not, &c. I13 
Conſcrence, How far the friends of Chriſt may 
regard themſelves, their own ſpiritual Intereſt, 

life, and happines, in their elefion of, and Af- 
fefion to Chriſt as their friend ? This caſe 
being duely ſtated, and limited, we ſhal the 

| more clearly, and ſatisfadorily procede, in 

up | determining the Chriſtians dutie in elefing, 

onf| and affeing Chviſt their friend for himſelf. 


tl Z 
, — —_ —_ — = - 


SECT. * 


ml How far ChrifPs friends may, in the Eledion 
nal © of him, regard themſelves. 


des S for that caſe, how far the friends How foe. 
qt of Chrift may regard themſelves in the "_— 


eletion of Chriſt, it may be reſolved by ay regard 
theſe following propoſitions, ſome of which themſclves 
are excluſive or negative, others incluſive or in the Ble: 
politive. 1+ The excluſtve or negative Pro- C_ 
poſitions are ſuch as follow. WON 
rfl 1-Prop-The friends of Chrift, in their eleGion 

"ol of him, may not regard finful, carnal, or legal 

el ſelf. This is evident 3 becauſe ſo far as they 

they} tegard either of theſe /#lfs, ſo far _ they 

s off compound Chrift, and fo ele& only a falſe 

norel Chrift, an Idol of their awn brain. To 

maſſ fave 2 ſq#ins eye on ſome beloved Inſt, or 

mayll the world,or the law,in our ele@zon of Chriſt, 

ſuchf 15 a black charaFer of an adulteroys, battard, 

that friend, ſuch as would fain mediate a league 


LIBY : , - 
ſe off between Chriſt and his profeſſed enemies : (25 
zence ; has 


114 


The ele& while under a'Spi= 
rit of bonda 
ſelt only. 


Fa'ſe 


friends of 
C hrit ru- 
ined by !c- 


gal (:1f. 


has been at large demo 


Fd 


ge aim at legal 


bened conſcience, and a ſpirit 
 » of Bondage, have an eye and 
regard to.__legal ſelf only, or mainly, in al 


their Treaties with Chriſt : They would 


fain have Chriſt, to pay their debts and en- 
gagements to the Law 3 they come to him 
as their Phyſician, to cure their diſeaſes and 
wounds of conſcience 3 but they ſee not is 


WS, #27 & FE 


frimds of Chrift, under a pretention of 
Amittt 


Cbrifſt's ſtiends may not C. ", f 


nſtrated, Chap.3.) *Tis 
. . true, the ele&_ of Chriſ}, 
whiles under only an awa- 


.. $8.2, regard legal ſelf. 


Amitie with, and dependence on Chriſt, re- 
ally depend on, and fo are friends to none 
but legal ſelf. Juſt like a bankywpt, or 
broken Merchant, who being caſt into Priſon 
for debt, and having a good offer of Mariage 
from a rich perſon, is willing to marie her 
for her riches, without the leaſt love to her 
perſon, &c. ſuch is the friendſhip of many 
awakened legal friends of Chriſt ; who are 
content to eſpoulſe him, thereby to get a 
fiock of their own. legal righteouſnes 3 
whereby they may pay their debts to the 
Law, and fo get out of Conſcience*s priſon, 
without any {jncere love to Chriſt, or faith 
in him. ThisI cal a mercenary, legal  Ami- 
tie with Chriſt z which 1s not only adulte- 
rous and whoriſh ; but alſo a fatel inſtru- 
ment, which molt effe&tually ruines millions 
of awakened tinners. 


The 
friends of 
Chriſt may 
not ele& 
him for an 
evangelick 
S:It-rjgh- 
teouſnes. 


. "7% — R_ 


SECT. 3: 


The friends of Chriſt may not elef him, for 
the advance of an Evangelick ſelf-Righte: 


z 


ouſnes. 


2. PUNE friends of Chriſt may not 


ele and cloſe with him, only 
to promote an evangelick, ſelf, of their own 
let Highteeaſues and ſufficiencers By 
evangelick ſelf, 1 underſtand al evangehick, or 
Goſpel Gifts, Graces, Aſfiſtances, Quicknings, 
Enlargements, Duties, Privileges, Peat, 
Foyes, and other ſufficiences 3 {0 tar as they 
tend to promote a ſelf-righteouſnes,or ſelf-de- 
pendence, though never ſo ſeemingly evan 


 gelicke This is the ſad and miſerable cafe 


of many Evangclick,, and more rehned Hy 
pocrites 3 who dare not pretend to any legal 
righteouſnes, or merit of their own 3 they are 
too knowing, and ſenſible of their natural pra- 
vitie, and dayly excarfions to fin, to own any 
ſuch legal-ſelf : only by virtue of their ſeeming 
41i0x to, and Amitie with Chrift, they have 
got a good ſtock of Evangelick Gifts, Af 
fiftances, Duties, Comforts, and other ſpiritual 
ſufficiences , which they ſecretly, and perhaps 


unknowingly, cleave unto, and depend won, 


notwithſtanding their pretended adhering 
unto, and depending on Chriſt as their friend ; 
yea, which 1s wes 0 they make uſe of their 
ſeeming Amitie with, and dependence on 

| .Chrift, 


How Evengelich-ſelf C. 5, 


$3. ml be abjured, 


Chriſt, enly as a blind, or engine, the more ef- 
ficaciouſly to promote this their Evangelick 
ſelf-dependence. This was the very caſe of 


thoſe talſe friends of Chriſt, Eſa. 48. 1. Hear Bla. 48. 
ye this O bouſe of Jacob, which are called by the 73: 


name of Ifracl | 5.e. friends of God ] which 
ſwear bythe name of the God of Iſrael | i. e. 
who bind themſelves by an oath-of Allege- 
ance unto God | but not in truth, nor inrigh- 
touſnes. How does that appear ? v. 24 for 
they cal themſelves of the holy citie, | ;.e. they 
truſt in their Church-privileges | and ſtay 


themſelves upon the God of Iſrael : or, e they e Niti ft 
boaſt, and glorie that they depend on the God. of $691 tantiir. 


Iſrael. They gloried much in theix depen- 
dence on God, that ſo they might more zx- 
ſenſibly depend on themſelves. This is the 
caſe of numbers of Evangelick, and cloſe hy- 
pocrites z who preteud much dependence on 
Chriſt, as their only friend, but yet really i#- 
:exd nothing but ſelf-dependence z wha make 
uſe of al. their Evangelick Aſiſtences, and 
cmmun Graces, received from Chriſt, only 
to compoſe an Evangelich Intereſt, or ſtock of 
ſelf-ſufficience, in diſtinion from, yea oppoſi- 
tion to Chrift. Such a ſelf-regard, though 
never ſo ſeemingly evangelick and refined, 
may be reſolved into legal-ſelf, and the co- 
venant of works. as the motHer-roct thereof : 


and albeit.it may pretend much friendſhip to 


Chriſt, yet it is ful of nothing but ſe!f-love, 
and real exmitie againſt Chrift 3 and therefoxe 
the greateſt abomination that may be 1n his 


etime. So curſed is its root. - 


MM 


—_—— & _ 
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SECT. 4, | 


Chrif®s friends may not Ele bim merely for 
the ſweet Accidents of his preſence. 


The Prop. JH E friends of Chriſt may nn 
—_ : "" ele him purely, and ſoly for the 
—_ ſweet Accidents, love-tokens and comforts of his 
him mere- preſence. QChriſt is the moſt liberal and 
ly for m9 free-hearted friend that ever was : when, ot 
_ 47 where ever he comes to viſit his friends, he 
his pre= brings his good chear and banquet with him, 
ſence. as Prov. 9. 1, 2, 3» Cant. 5. 1. Eat O friends, 
drink,, yea drink, abundantly, O beloved, 
Now the friends of Chriſt, may and too oft 
do, dote too much on theſe delicious treatments 
of Chrift : they may make an Tdol of his 
very loe-viſits, and ſweet manifeſtations of 
himſelf ; the rings, bracelets, jewels, and 
love-tokens of Chrift, may (ſometimes, even by 
Chriſt's friends, be too much doted on, even 
to the negled, and diſreipect of himſelf, 
"This prepoſterous, doting love, and friendſhip 
Chriſt takes very unkindly 3 and therefore he 
oft* cures ſuch zmperfeions in his friends, by 
long abſences, withdrawmenis of Ilove-em- 
bracements, and bitter deſcrtions ; that fo they 
may learne to value himſeſf, more than al the 
freer Keerdents, or comforts of his Preſence. 
Yet theſe are but ſome feveriſh fits of love* 


. U » . 
madnes, and diſtempers in the friends of 


Ehrilt; they do not ſo much dote upon, 
or 


118 Chriſt's comforts #ot the only C, 57 


ov = _T 4, T 8 7 % oY Op I GET Ov 


$.4. ground of our friendſhip with him. 119 
or 1dolize the love-tokens of Chriſt, but that 
ſtil they retain the Bext of their heart, as.a 
royal Throne for Chrift himſelf : and there- 
fore, though Chritt withdraw al love-vitits 
from them, yea, though he may ſeem, at 
times, to turne againſt them as an enemie, 
to cal them dogs, or the like 3 yet they ſtil 
follow him, as the Woman of Canaan did, 
and are reſolved to cleave to hun, though 
he depart from them 3 to approve themſelves 
friends to him, although he may appear to 
be an exemie to them. 

But now ?®tis quite otherwiſe with the 
falſe friends of Chrift : *Tis true, as long 
as they can fit at the High table, and be 
feaſted with the delices, and ſweet wine of 
Divine conſolations, oh ! none but Chriſt : he 
1s then a_ great friend in their acgount : ay 
but when Chriſt leaves them in a barre 
wildernes-condition, to live upon a drie faith, 
and abſent Lord, then farewel to al friend- 
ſhip with Chriſt : when he withdraws the 
ſweet refreſhments of his preſence from them, 
they withdraw their hearts, and friendſhip 
from him. This is but a baſtard, mercena- 
rie Amitie, ariling from that bitter root of 
ſelf-love z which is content to feed on ſweet- 
meats, and good things that flow from 
Chriſt, but minds not thoſe Divine ſuavitres, 
and good things that are in Chriſt. - The 
friends of Chrift may not be thus {elhſh. 


I 4 . SECT 


Chriſt's 
friends 
may not 
ele& him 
25 A means 
ro procure 
a carnal 
Heaven. 


dc. tb. 


__—_ 


SECT. 5. 


Chriſt may not be elefied for a carnal Heaven, 
or to avoid a carnal Hel. 


4+. Prop. £ \Hrift muſt not be eledied by his 

friends, as a means, whereby 
they may gain a miſtaken falſe Heaven, oy 
the true Heaven in a miſtaken falſe way, 
(1. ) The friends of Chriſt neither do, 
nor may ele& him, as a means, whereby 
they may gain a miſtaken, falſe Heaven, 
This is the great error of many carnal 
friends of Chrift ; who having glad tidings 
of the infinite delices, ſweetneſſes, plea- 
{ures, joys and fatisfaFions to be enjoyed 
m Heaven, they ſeem excedingly ravitht 
with ſuch good News, eſpecially it they 
have met with diſaſters, croſſes, and diſ- 
appointments in this World : and hence 


they ſeem chearfully willing, and ready to 


embrace Chriſt as their friend, to conduq 
them to this their defired Heaven, But 
al this while they little think, or conſider 
what Heaven 153 they underftand not that 
Heaven conſiſts in perfect hotines , conti- 


nued communion with, and praiſes of God: 


No, they dream of a fon!s Paradis, a ſcn- 
faal, carnal Heavez, wherem thcy may 


enjoy both their zfts and Huppines. Such 
an Heaven did the. carnal Fews expect by 


ther 


Ebrift not 10 be eletſed C. 5. | 


 US.5. © for «carnal Heaven. | I2T 


their Meſs. So John 6. 34. Lord ever- Joh, 6. 34- 
more give us this bread. Chrift having dif- 
courſed of the bread of life, that came down 
from Heaven, they ſeem very forward to ' 
taſt of it : but alas ! *twas but a carnal 
» | Heaven that they defired : they knew not 
what the true bread of life was. They 
pleaſed themſelves in their malice and ex- 
s | mitie againſt Chriſt, and yet, having their 
y | conſciences a little awakened at Chriſt's re- 
" f ports of life and happines, they pretend 
+ Þ friendſhip to him, and ſeem willing to ſhare 
, Win his bread from Heaven. 
y Bf Man has an innate, natu- f Aliud oft apprtcre batita- 
!. ral appetite, after life and #2 ſb notione univerſali, qui 
| Þ happines, under its waiverſalt #95 "als, of, aliud 


: eſt cam appetere ſub notione 
>? 8 #0t10n, though he hate it as particulari, hoc eſt, beatitatens 


i- Bf defined, and bound up under defritay, Camero, fol. 
d i the particular notion of holi= 356: 
it WU ves, aud communion with 
Y B God 3; which is the ſaints Heaven and life. 
ſ- (2. ) The friends of Chriſt may not ele&t 
ce | Chriſt as a means to gain the true Heaves? 
tO'Nin a miſtaken, falſe way. There are many 
+ Il falſe waics, in which the falſe friends of 
ut | Chriſt would make uſe of his help, to 
er Þ bring them to Heaven : I ſhal only name 
at N one, which is, when men would fain pur- 
1- | chaſe Heaven as the reward of their own 
1: | good works. This is natural to corrupt, 
#- Þ proud Nature, to defire to be ſaved by do- 
ay Þ #g, rather than by believing : thus the 
ch J unbelieving Fews, Fohn 6. 28. What ſhal 
we do, that we may work, the works of God. 
They 


122 Chriſt not to be eleffed, &c. C.s; 


g 7! avs They would fain get Heaven, by doing ; 
TwOr,'s have wages for their: work , g as hirelings ; 


—_— whereas Chriſt tels them, v. 29: faith is the 


' merit, beſt Works | 
"The 5- Propol. The friends of Chriſt may nn 
friends of 01.5 him us a means_to avoid Hel, conſidered 


Chriſt , 
may not merely as a puniſhment, or an offenſe t0, ant 


left diminution of their particular, provate good, 
Chriſt to I do not fay, that the friends of Chriſt may 
avoid Hel not ele& Chriſt 4s a means to fave them 


| = from the puniſhments of Hel : for \this 


juſtifiable, as we may ſhew anon ; but] 
ſay, they ought not to elect Chriſt to ſaw 
them from Hels puniſhment, merely as a fu: 
#:hhment, without regard to the fir, which 
alſo is found in Hel, and 1s indeed th: 
worſt part of it. To deſire Deliverany 
from Hel, only as it is offeyfive to our 
particular good, or penal, and not as it i 
finful and fo offenfive to God, 1s a ſeroile 
aefirt. 


$.6. Self not our liſt eng. 


DE —— 


SECT. 6. 


The friends of Chrift may not elc& him for 
ſelf as their laſt end 5 or on their own 
conditions, GC. 


6. Prop. ''* E friends of Chriſt may not 


ele him to enjoy, content, and 


The 
friends of 
Chriſt 


ſatisfie themſelves, in themſelves, as the ulti- gay yor 
mate objed of their fruition. To make {elf elc& him 


the laſt exd of our deſires and ſatisfaGion,is as 
much Tdolatrie, as to make ſelf the fir/ 
principle of our Dependence. Therefore the 
friend of Chriſt mutt chuſe him in oppoſition, 
not only to ſelf-dependence, but alſo to ſelf- 
ſatisfa&ion. He miuſt neither ſeek, nor tind 
reſt and ſatisfaion in any thing below 
Chriſt : yea, he muſt find reſt and ſatisfacqi- 
on in Chriſt alone, even in the want of al 
things. A {incere friend -ſees al his good 
laid up. in Chriſt, and not in himſelf ; and 
theretore he makes Chriſt his Laſt exd, and 
the matter of his ſatisfa&ion: he fingies to 
pleaſe Chrift more than himſelf ; yea, . he 
pleaſeth himſelf moſt in pleating Chrift : 
hence he converts every part of his private 
ſelf, into a Chriſt-ſelf , ſelf-wiſdome into 
Chriſt's wiſdome 3 ſelf-wil, into Chriſt's 
wil 3 ſelf-confidences, into contidences in 
Chriſt, &*c. And thus the &iends of Chrifi. 
As they muſt give al contentement to him, fo 
mult they take up al eontentement in him. 

rh To 


for them- 
elves as 

their laſt 

end. 


Chriſt may 
nor: be 


elc&ed 


upon onr 
OWN con- 


ditions. 
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or take contentment in our ſelves, 1s a black 
marque of an adulterous friend of Chriſt, 
The friends of Chriſt muſt ſtudie, frſi how 
they may context, and ſatishe Chriſt, and 
then, how they may content, and fatishe 
themſelves in the fruition of Chritt, their 
beſt friend. To make private ſelf the laft 
end of our fatisfa&tion 3 or to convert the 
commun graces, or good things we receive 
from Chriſt, to the intereſt of a particular felf, 
abſtra& from Chriſt, {mels too rankly of a 
falſe friend, ſuch as endeavors to pleaſe him 

{clf more than Chriſt. | 
7. Prop. The friends of Chriſt may at 
ele him, to be enjoyed by them wj on their 
own conditions. This is alſo a ſad ſymtome 
of a rotten-hearted friend, to be willing to 
chuſe Chriſt for his friend, provided, it may 
be on his own termes and conditions. Sin- 
ners by nature are ſo ftout-heartcd, as that 
they wil rather part with Chriſt, Heaven, 
and Life, than with their own conditions : 
and therefore the main work of the frrit of 
Bondage, is, to ſtoop and bend the wil 3 to 
nuake the heart flexible, and willing to take 
Chriſt upon his own termes and conditions, 
"Tit the heart be weaned from its own con- 
ditions, it is not fit to make a fricnd of 
Chriſt. The Heathen moralift could ſay, 
h that Virtue recezves not a ſordid Lover ; we 
muſt come to it with an open breaft. This is 
moſt trae of friendſhip with Chrift : he 1s a 
fordid ſelfiſh triend, who comes kgs 
wit 


Chriſt not to be elefed C,s. 


To chuſe Chriſt only to give contentment to, 
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G& 6. 07: our own conditions. 


with an open face, but with a breaſt lockt up © 
(which is the mode of courtiers and politici- 
ans) no, they, who wil enter into friendſhip 
with Chrift, muſt come with an open beart, 
as wel as face 3 without Reſerves, Ifs and 
Ands, or any ſuch-like conditions. They 
muſt bring an heart of white paper, and 


 lave it with Chriſt, to write what conditions 


he pleaſe on it. In brief 3 the friends of 

Chrilt muft be willing to receive al conditions 

from him, but to give no conditions to (him. 

Thus David, Pfal. 131. 2. My foul is as @ Pfalngs.r; 
weaned child, 1. e. weaned hom mine own 
conditions. So. Abraham, Elſa. 41. 2» is 

brought to the foot of God, to be content 

to po and come, to do and ſuffer, to be any 

thing or nothing, as God ſhould pleaſe : ” 
whence he is fiiled, v. 8. The friend of God. 

8. Prop. The friends of Chriſt may not ele $Selfmay 
him,with regard to themſelves any way, where netbe re- 
in ſelf may jtand in competition with, or oppoſi= garded in 
tion to the Honor of Chriſt. The great defigne PP ofition 


to, or com = 


and Tytereſt of the friends of Chriſt, ſhould petition 
be to abaſe themſelves, and exalt Chrift. So with 
Jobn Baptiſt, Joh. 3. 30. and the Publican, Chriſt. 
Luk. 18. 14. Hence, when ever ſelf comes in | 
competition with, or ſtands in oppofition to- 
ChriſPs honor, it ought not to be regarded 

by the fricnds of Chritt. 
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The friends of Chriſt may, in their eleqon of 
him, have regard to freedome from Hel. 


How far 2. Hele excluffve, or negative Propoſiti- 
- the _—_ | ons being premiſed, the mncluſtve, or 


regard ro general, the friends of Chrilt may, 1n their 
themſelves election of him, regard themſelves, ſo far 
mth as he is offered in the Goſpel, as a means 
--2"" "" applicable, and neceſſary for the obtainment 
of life and ſalvation. For, without al per- 
adyenture, he that cle&s Chriſt as offered 
in the Goſpel, cles him. as his friend; 
Now the Goſpel offers Chriſt as a means of 
life and ſalvation to al ſuch, as wil come un- 
to, or ele& him for their Mediator. Yea, 
che Goſpel makes this the great damning lin, 
that men wil not come unto Chriſt for life and 
ſalvation : fo Foh. 5. 40. ſurely, if this be 
the great Goſpe/-ſin, that men wil not cone 
unto Chriſt for life ; then it neceſſarily fol 
lows, that this is the great Goſpel-dtte, and 
that wherein our friendſhip with Chriſt doth 
much conſiſt, that we ele&t or cloſe with 
him, in order to the obtainment of life by 
him. But this wil appear more clearly and 
tully by the following particulars. 
I. Px OP: 
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1. Prop. The friends of Chriſt may, in The 
their eleftion of bim, have an eye on, and re- _ of 
gard to their freedome from Hel. This is © "7,c.. 

evident. | (1-) Becauſe the Goſpel offers dome from 

Chriſt, to ſinners, as their only Redeemer, to Hel 
| deliver them from Hel. (2+) Becauſe ſelf- 
f | preſervation is an eſſential branch of the 
Law of Natwre, which the Law of Grace, 
or friendſhip with Chriſt, does not deſtroze, 
| butperfeF. Thus much the wiſeſt of the 
- & Heathens could, by their candle-light, ſee 
Yr and acknowlege : wherefore 


bg Sa (nn > 8 Hence the Stoicks made 
-: ; lome of them -made. ſe - THgey £:v7s, ſelf preſerva- 
i preſervation the firſt part of tjon the firſt part of their 


ar their moral philoſophte - and Moral Philoſophie, as Laert. 
i k another ſaith, that _ is On, 4d Gro Bay 2oe- 
nt F verteee to. preſerve @ man's ſelf, "Co. Mag 
1-8 and what art unto him , Hey odtap cov —_ 
ed neither is there a more noble 

I: 2nd generous picce of virtue, than to ſave a 

of man's ſelf and others-: (3+) The very no- 

n-E tionot Hel, duely confidered, doth: both al- 

ea, low and require, that: the friends of Chriſt 

in, both fear, and endeavor to avoid it. For 

4 what is Hel, but a. continued fiate of blaſ- 

beÞ pheming, ſinning + againſt, and ſeparation 

me from, God? Now, may not the friends of 

ob} Chriftele& him, as: a means to keep them 

nd} from fuch a fiateiof finning againſt, and alie- 

th zation from himſelf? (4-) Neither docs this 

ith argue ſerrzle aud flaviſh, but filial fear, to 

by chute Chriſt out of fear of Hel, ſo long as 
ne the Hel we fear, 1s not merely a tormenting, 
but allo a finning Hel. Is it not the higheſt 
degree 


Mow Chriſt's friends C.5, 

degree of filial fear and love, for a child 
be afraid of falling into the fire 3 becauf 
thereby he ſhal grieve, difpleaſe, and be 4þ. 
prived of his father ? ſurely, ſuch a fear 
Hel is, not only allowab/e, but gexerons, ani 
filial in Chriſt's friends. . 7h 


SECT. 8. 
The friends of Chrift may, and ought to eel 


him with regard to Heaven. 


35 Vaints may 2, Prop. Ence it follows, That the fr Zend 


of Chrift may ele& him with ay 
eye or regard to Heaven, the great recompenſe 
of reward. For, (1-) Thus likewiſe x} 
Chriſt tendred in the Goſpel, almoſt .even 
where. (2+) The moſt loyal, and faithful o 
C| rift*s friends are commended toritheir faith 
in eying the recompenſe of reward. So Miſes, 
Heb. 11.26. tor having reſet to the recompenſt 
of reward. Yea 73.9 It is the CharaQterd 
Chrift himſelf, Hcb; 12: 2+ Looking ' at the 
joy that was ſet before him. This 1s an ex 
emple, without al exception, that the triends 
of Chriſt may have an eye on what the 
expect from him. (4.) Heaven and Hap- 
pines is propoſed by Chriſt as the great me 
tive to draw his friends unto a frme Amitie 
with, and adherence to himſelf : So Foby 
14.2. Now a motive hath the place ot an 
end ( though ſometimes but partial and 
| ſubordinate ) 
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ſubordinate) and it's wel known, that the 
end is a main principle of the Afton, and 
therefore ought to be looked unto by the 
Agent. I5it not then moſt reaſonable, that 
Heaven, which is made a motive, and ſo an' - 
ed, (though bat partial and ſubordinate) 
to allure Chriſt's friends to the ele&zon of 
him, ſhould be regarded by them ? Has 
Chriſt promiſed, and does he not offer Hea- 
ven as an exconragement to his friends, to 
make them ele& him mere chearfully ? and 
ſhal they not eye the encouragements which 
Chriſt gives them? What is this, but to ſay, 
the end and motives of an ation ought not to ' 
be cyed by the Agent ? (5-) Is not this to... 
defiroy Heaven, and Hel, the ſouls immor- + + 
talitie, the laſt judgement,' and al Gofpel-obe- 

- dience, to denice, That the friends oft Chriſt 

ought to have any regard to the recompenſe 

of reward ? What was it, that gave founda- . 

tion to that damnable doctrine of the Sad- 

duces, denying the ReſurreFion, 6c ? was 

it not this, ( it we may credit the  He- 1 See C48 
brews) that Antigonus, inſtructing; his Scho= 7%» ob, 
lar Saduch , That he muſt not ſerve God mere- Wa 

ly as a ſervant for reward, but as if there 

were wo reward , Saduk,, miſtaking his 
Maſicr's mind, concluded, there was thez 

no reward of good works, and thence no 
ReſurreFton, &c ? (6. ) Yea, to denie the 

friends of Chriſt any regard to the re- 
compenſe of reward, what does it, but 
firip them, not only of their Chriftianitte, 
but 


130 How. Chriſt's ſfiends, &-c. C. jg. 


'-- * but alſo of their m hymayz. 
nm Sunt quidens qui, dicjunt, tie or manhood ? (7.) The | 


rrere ab $nfeatd Þ13 homi- x 
abort 1-or? very nature of Heaven don 
At iti mibiuidmtur hominem pproves yea engage the friends 
homine exure, . | Camero, Of Chriſt, to have an eye 

RES 7 5.5 thereto, in the ecletion of 
| VEL - him. - For what is Heavey, 
but a conſtant .»5fiou, and fruition of God in 

Chriſt, as their ſupreme happines ? So that, 

Ahould not the friends of Chriſt have a re. 

rd to this Heaven, they ſhould not regard 

r; 44 main of their Amitie with Cheiſt. *Tis 

2.2 + true, to mind Heaven mereh 

x Obedience which is on as, a reward; y Or as a re- 

for reward, without al reſpct 1 0 be given as hint 

or motive of love and du:iez | / 

5: the obedience of an hire- fOr Our Jabor 3, or as a reward 

ling ; but not that which ac- that confiſts in ſome imagi 

knowledgeth the-reward no. # gry felicitie,diſtindt from t 

otherwiſe due than of his eq;oyment of God ſuch an 

Father's free love, &c, _ 

See Mere, Diaty. 2. paz. 334. EYE ON Heaven 1s too mere 
£ '... mary, and finels too much df 
carnal, legal, and ſordid ſelf, as before. But 
toeyc Heaven, as it conſilts in the enjyymen 
of God, 'and Chrilt; and as it is a reward 
eiven us, out of the liberalitie. of a tender 
hearted Father 3. and purchaſed by the bloud 
of our deareſt friend z and ſo given alſo by 
him, as an, image, or remembrance of his 
free love, this; 1s not mercenary, but a mt 
ceſſary part of. our friendſhip with Chriſt." 
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S. 9. Relief under turdews 
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SECT. 9s 


The friends of Chriſt may ele him in order 
ro their preſent relief, under Temtations ond 
Afﬀfictions, 6c. | 


3. Prop. HE friends of Chriſt may, in = of 


their elefion of him, ſo far: re* Chrift my 
gard themſelves, as to deſire relief under, and defire eaſe 
deliverance from their preſent burdens, whether _ their 


of Conſcience, or Heart. This is likewiſe 
manifeſt, (1+) Becauſe Chriſt is thus offered 
in the Goſpel, ro weary, and beavy laden fin- 
ners, as Mat. 11-28. Come wato me at ye that 
labor, and are heavy laden, and I wil give 
you reſt. (2.) This is the main of Chriſt's 
office, as Mediator, to ſave thoſe who are loſt, 
to bind up the broken-hearted, to heal the ſick, 
zo relieve the poor and needy, &c. (3.) Hereby 
th2 friends of Chrifi are, both morally and 


effectively, or efficaciouſly rendred more ami- 


cable, and ſerviceable unto Chriſt. For by 
being eaſed of their burdens, both of tenta- 
tion, and fin, they not only lye under greater, 
and more eſſential obligations, but — 
efficaciouſly, and effeQually enabled to at 
more friendly towards Chriſt, Now ſurely 
this 1s. a #oble, and generous ſtrain: of ſelt- 
love, to defire to have our burdens, both of 
the guilt of fin, which lode the Conſcience, 
and of the poxeer of fin, which lode the wil, 
taken off, that ſo we may the more chear- 

| R 2 fully 


ens. 
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fully +ruft, love, honor, and obey Chriſt our 
friend. 
The 4+ Prop. The- friends of Chriſt. may eleft 
friends of him with regard to themſelves, their own ſpi- 
Chrift may y3zual good, any way, ſo far as ſelf ſtands in 


regard eff ſubordination or ſubſervience to Chriſt, 


hemſel nas 
Mey in his intereſt and glorie. *Tis true, if the 


ſubordina- friend of Chriſt ſhould eye himſelf, as his 
tion t®. ſole, or. ſupreme end, above and beyond the 
Chriſt. .  'ptorie of Chriſt 3 or if he ſhould eye him- 
| ſelf as a partial, lower 'end, that ſtands in 
oppoſition to, or competition with Chriſt and 
his honor 3 this would: ſel too rankly of 
ſordid, proud, carnal {elf ': Ay but to regard 


himſelf, and+his ſpiritual good, or comtort, 


[ ſervato ordine-finis | in ſubordination to the 
glorie of Chriſt, this 15 a pure, gewerons, Di- 
vine ſef-lave, which greatly promotes Amis 
zie with Chrift. He that thus regazds him- 
{elf in part, and in ſwbſervience unto Chriſt 
only, 'needs,not dout of Chriſt's regards t6 
him as his friend. | 
An «enti= = 5, Prop. Chriſt has conftituted ſuch at 
al col- effential and intimate connexion, between bis 
nexonand * . | 
fmencs O01; dud this friends Tutereft ; us that they 
*twixt the Aever ſeek, or. promote \ themſelves mort; 
Intereſt of than when' thry moſt denie themſelves, ayd 
_ 1 elef : Chrift for himſelf. > Thus the true} 
5 mem ſpiritual felf, and: intereft of Chriſt, a 1d his 
friends; are (©. far. from being oppoſite each 
to other, : as indeed . they: are not diſtin 


ends, .but.-one and the ſame. » So that . 


what" Satay  maliciouſly reproched Fob 
Job 1.5. with $- Job I« 9, Þotb ' Job. fear God- fov 


nought £ 


r | wnght? o may, ina ftrifFand 8 | 
hiriewal Geſe;: be applied to. bs har nas: - con 
Ithe friends: of Chrift, whd ''f,,nowht -*See Carton tha 

7 | it | » P70 | for nought';z "See Carilen this 

i- | do mot ele Chriſt for nomght: | 7e'3. g. pag. 10g. and Mede, 

# | There arc none in'the World —_— 7393: and Co 

£ xeater ſelf-ſeekers, in a ſpiri- \ 79% GMT Jos 45. 46, wut 

e al and = pard | chan cha parcicalarly, 7 pes Aug, T8.3+ 

s | friends of Chriſt. For the = fr 

& | more they dexie, and abaſe themſelves for 

- | Chriſt, the more' they are dignified and * 

n || cxalted: by him, - Lzk- 9. 44. and 18.14: 

d Þ Sofar is the Intereſt of Chriſt from croſſing 

f | the real intereſt of his friends, as: nothing 

d | more promotes it ; They can't conceive a 

t, | more compendious way to advance: them- * 

e | (elves, than by ele&ing Chriſt for himſelf,'in 

i- | oppoſition to their: carna], private ſelf, and 

;= | intereſt, What a ſweet, and glorious con- 

1 | templation, eleftion, and fruition of themſelves 

ft Þ the friends of Chriſt have in the contempla- 

09 || tion, election, and fruition of Chriſt for 
himſelf, wil fully appear, with the Lord's 

2 || Aſſiſtance, from what follows in the next 

i | Chapter. Art the preſent, we ſhal conclude Þ It Mires 

ey | with an obſervation of p Fanſenins, ( that þ;1; mogo fit 

e; I} great patron of Grace, and the cauſe of -« /t nob:s 

14 | Chriſt) who acutely and ſolidly diſcuſſeth, ###4t55 


: . , notre Core 
& || and determines this caſe 3 whether a regard, .-. 


15 | diligends 
ho maris Dro utiliimus. Amoris enim Dei nos oft digna retributio niſl 
o | 2& Deus, Ex quo fit, wt, propter merced:m oprrari, non (ft oculos A 
at || Pio ad ſe refleflre, & aliquid exira Deum expetftare ; ſed Des ipie 
'f 1a2zs aghuc gratuit diligendus in eternitate fit mirces, Amor enun, 
ob amaoris Retributio trit, &c. Janſenius Auguſt. To. 3. 1. $. de Gratis 
9 Þf cap. 10. fo. 225. 
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fo our reward, or Happines, be inconfiftent with 


one love to God for bimſelf £ Thus Fanſe An> 
guft. Tom. 3, De Gretia, l. 5. 6. 10. ©It 5 no 
< (mal error (ſaith he) to imagine, that our 
< can falvation, and the viſion of God, and 


< the whole complexum, or ſum, of our Feli-: 


© citie may not be fincerely loved, with true 
© charitie: As if a Chriſtian were otherwiſe 
© commanded to love himſelf, than in lov- 
© ing God for God. For in this doing, he' 
© does (moſtly love. himfelf : neither does. 
£ he love himſelf truly, if he does otherwiſe 
© Jove himſelf, than in loving God for him- 
© ſelf. For by a moſt profound oblivion and: 
« forgetting of himſelf, he does moſt deeply 
< love himſelf : For ozr good (faith Auguſtin) 
© # nothing elſe but to agbere to God, 8c 1: 


» 
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6.1. EkGjew of Chriſt for himſelf, &&c. 135 
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CHAP. VI. 


That the friend of Chriſt does moſt pro-' 
' mote himſelf, by eleFing Chyiſt for 
 himfelf, s demonſtrated both from 
_ the ObjeR, AR, and EffeRs of this 
ElkeGion, © Sos OO 


pre" "ER 


- # 


SECT, * 


That the friends of Chriſt ds moſt advance 
themſelves by elefing Chriſt for himſelf, is 
proved, 1. From Chriſt, the Obje@. 


Aving reſolved that ggeat Caſe, How 

far tbe friends of Chriſt may, in their 

clefion of him,regard themſelues?and in 
part demonſigated, that they never more true- . 
ly, and ſpiritually regard, ſeek , and promote 
themſelves, than when they moſt, abjuring their 
carnal, legal, and private ſelf, ele Chriſt for 
himſelf ; Our main work now wil be, 
(1-) To proſecute the Demonſtration begun, 
by ſeveral convincing Evidences, or Difcove- 
ries, that the friends of Chriſt do moſt really 
ſeek, , and advance their ſpiritual beſt ſelves, by 
cletiing of Chriſt for himſelf : and then ( 2.) To 
explicate How, and Why the. friends of Chriſt 
muſt ele him for himſelf ? _ 
| K 4 That 


x 


That the That the friends of Chrift do moſt really 


BOD aan domes es put ot ones 


moſt ad- Þy elefing Chriſt for himſelf, 1s evident both 
vance ' from the Object, Act, and Effects of this. 
theraſelves Election- 1» AS for the Object of this. 
by eleting , 1,550; 'who.is it but God-man or God bims. 


Chriſt for 


h:mſeltis ſelf, clothed with haman Nature ? (1.)When 


proved, the friends pf Chriſt elect him, whom do 
1. From they ele, .but God himſelf, the moſt inti- 


the objet nitely perfe@, and firſt Being, and laſt End ? 
And is not God to be ele&ed for himſelf? Or, 
can the friends of Chriſt promote themelves. 


Chriſt 
conſidered. 


more, than by ele&ing him, who is their 
1. Asthe Toft end, and chiefeft God, for himſelf ? Is 


_ - not the laſt exd the firſt meſure and rule of al 


eſt Good, means, and Ations ? and isnot every Swubjed 


or Facultie by ſo much the more »oble, and 
perfeft, by how much the-more  perfe& and 
noble its laft end 15? Wherein confiſts the 
Reditude of an Intelligent Creature, but if 
his zuvzolable. adherence unto God, as his 

Laſt end? q What doth the 


q Libertas elefiion wmportet true notion of Libertie im-. 
acieſſum ad iifiattum , & 1re- port, but a Receſſe from Tnfe- 
rior Govas, and Acceſſe to the 


" ceffim ab -inferiorious, Gi- 
bieuf, cr Giant: 
infinite. ſupreme Good f Onght 


not al multitude to be reduced to, and- go- 
verned by the one, {imple, and choiccft good ? 


Doth not the f-ymal reaſon of loving al par- | 
ticular goods refult, not trom their own good? + 
2s, but from that of the univerſal, and moſt: 


comprehenſive good ? Now, is not Chriſt our 
Lift end, and choiceſt good ? 1s not al God, and 


whote God im him ? Can then the friends |; 


of 


K36 -— EleHonf Chrift for himfelf, C.6.. 


{s.. the beſt ſelf-love. 


of Chriſt more advance themſelves, than by 


c>&&ing of, and living in him, who is their 


laſt end, and chiefeſt good ? 1s not this an 
happy loſſe, when the friends of Chriſt loſe 
- $:themſelves, and al ther private. goods, in 
the enjoyment of Chriſt for himſelf ? How 
do they reſigne up themſelves as captives to 
his love, when once they come to ſte, and 
zaft, and ſmel, and feed on the Divine ſatiſ- 


faGions of his preſence ? In ſhort, have not . 


al creatures an Appetite of Union,” or deſire 
after their Jaſt exd, and that for it ſelf ? and 
does not their perfeion conſiſt in the firme 
adhering or cleaving thereto ? Is there\ any 
other meſure for -our love of the laſt exd, 
and chiefeſt good, but to love him without al 
meſure, and end, infinitely, and for himſelf ? 
And what can more commend to us the 
ee&ion of Chriſt for himſelf ? Is he not his 
friend's Joſt end and beſt good ? Do not al 
manner of Dzvine © ſuavities and attrative 
ſatiefalions flow from him ? when their 
hearts do in any good meſure comprehend 
the wonders of his Love, Grace, and Goodnes 3 
are they not then filled with moſt fatisfa7z- 
1, yea, with the fulnes of God, as Eph-3-19 ? 
And do not ſuch ſatisfying fights of Chriſt 
lift up their fouls, fo far above al 1do/-lovers, 


£ inveigle their hearts, as formerly ? 

(2.) What is more attraffive,drawing, and 
alluring, than the ſupreme, firſt Beautie, 
which converts the eycs of al Tyrelligent Be- 
$”7zs to it (elf? And 15 not Chriſt, that 


expreſſe 


© a5 that theſe are in no capacitie to reach, or 


2. As the 
frſt Beau- 
ries 


138. 


3. As the 
firſt prin- 


ci2'e of 
Depen- 
dence. 


EleQion of Chriſt for himſelf, C. 6, : 


exprefie Image, and Brightneſſe of the Fathers | x, 
glorie, the firſt and ſupreme Beautie f Sig, 
not then the Intereſt of his friends to chuſe ,, 
him for himſelf ? Has not Chriſt the: moſt;;., 

amiable, beautiful face that ever was ? Doth, my 
not the moſt beautiful eſſence, and al the Dis, ſg, 
vine perfe@ions of the Deitie ſhine in him} I. 
What are viſible Beauties, but mere Define) do 
mities in compariſon of Chriſt ? In the a>, Js, 
fible World, what is there fo beautiful.us | g, 
light? and in the Jneligible World, what |, 
ſo beautitul as Truth ? Now, is not Cluil fp, 
the firſt light and Truth ? Oh the infinite Þ (4, 
Beauties of Chriſt's Iaellagibalarie /! bps liv 
intinite harmonie, what ex3G& proportion, a 

forme is there in al his excellences ? Again, ho 
how zatwral is Chriſt's Beautie ? What ag, 
al created Beauties, but borrowed colors, and. 
paint, if compared with Chriſt ? What, ay 
infinite quantitie of beautiful, and glorious 
Truths are there in Chriſt. ? 'What a Jplem: 
dor, effulgence, and amiable, amenitie of: 
Divine Attributes ſhine in bim ? Wel might 
the Spoule fay, Cant. 1. 16. Behold thou ant 
fair my beloved, yea pleaſant 3.08 amiablt, 
acceptable. - Certainly, ſuch is the ſoul-rg 
viſhing, Beautie of Chriſt, as that the coy the 


templation thercof, by faith, transformes hilff fie, 
friends into a like Image, 2 Cor. 3s Fi _y 
Plato faies, that the contemplation of the þg 


firſt Beautie makes us, 9eogtanc friends of Gi 

( 3- ) Again, Is not Chriſt the py 
principle of Dependence, as wel as the la 
end of fraition ? And does not the bbs oy 
Intere|, 


fir 
0 if 
lifs 


Fl 


er 


/1S.'1. the beſt ſelf- love.” 
| Intereſt, and perfetiion of every derived, boy 


rowed Being, conſiſt in the firme adheſion un- 


to; - and intimate, immediate Dependence on 
\Nits frſ# Principle ? Is 1t not © <ILNIG; oY 
| the intereſt of the rivuler and 7,7 "*M0tis Divina off conver- 


SS '3..-  ſroa ad Denny, fepa ative A 
;{fiream, to live in, and derive {,,,,,; Gibleuf. Lib. 


al from the fountain ? When 


'J does the branch flowriſh and proſper more, 


[I than when it lives moſt in, and upon the in- 


fluence of the root ? Is it thus the commun 
Intereſt of al depending Beings, to live upon 
their principle of Dependence ? and is it not- 
the:Intereſt of Chriſt's friends to ele&, and 
live upon him their Root, Head, Forntain, 
and firft principle of Dependence ? Alas ! 
ſhould not Chriſt every moment «ſpire, and 
infuſe new life and {pirits of anal grace, into 
thehearts of his friends, how ſoon would al 
their hzbitzal Graces wither, and die away ? 
Doth not al Habitzal Grace, both as to quali-. 
tieand quantitie or meſurg, depend wholly on 
the Divine Irfreſtons of Chrift? Are not alſo 
al the effweſions, and reſpiretions or exercices of 
Grace wholly dependent on, and proportioned 
to Chriſt's gracious Infuſions and Inſpirations ? 
May we not then hence fafely conclude, that 
the gracious life, forces, and 4s of Chrift's 
friends, havean abfolute, and immediate de- 


#l pendence on Chriſt, their moſt noble and 
lN beſt ſelf ? True indeed, Chrift' is not their 


very ſelf 5 they are not Chrifted, and Goded, 
as ſome blaſphemouſly dream : Bur yet,is he 
not his friend's Next” ſelf ? yea, their moſt 
laudable, noble, and beſt ſelf * Alas! what 

WIN are 


140 To eleF Chriſt, moſt natural. C-6; 
are they out of Chriſt, but- a poor, withered; 
barren, weak, emty, bungry, baſe, ignoble, 
naked nothing ? where lies their riches, beans co 
tie, hontur, food, raiment, libertie, delights; Þ fo 
life, perfeHion, and al, but in Chriſt ? Dow as 
not this ſufficiently evince, that *tis their] an 
chief Intereſt to ele&t Chriſt for himſelf ? But Þf ele 


of this more in the next Chapter. I wt 
| ; .. 1" mc 

| mn ſo, 
SECT..2. | »-Þ far 


The very Ad of elefling Chrift for bimfaf ne 
proves, that it is the higheſt Intereft of his 14! 
friends ſo to aft. 1: M 


| Ont 
2, De- 2s. Hat the friend of Chriſt does moſi/ 
monſt. KL - advance. himſelf, . namely his ſpark 
-———_ tual, beſt ſelf, by eleting Chrift for himſulf 
Eleting #5 farther |eyident from the AG: 3+ + ſelfs: 
Chriſt for Every Being does then, moſt A&@ for, and: 
himſe'f. Promote it, ſelf, when the As it puts forth 
Which is, are molt . perfeive of ; its. Nature. Now 
what Ads of. the foul are, more. perfeive of Þ 
hum im Nature, than the Elefion, and fruition 
1. Moo Of Chriſt for. himſelf ? (1,) The more Na-fC 
Natural. zzral.any Ads._-arc, the more perfedive are 
they of that Nature unto which they aps, 
pertain : And what more Natural. to hu 

man Nature, conſidered in is pure naturals, 
than to ele& Chriſt for himſelf ? Does. not, 
' p «vr thePhiloſopher determine,that p Self-motion| 


— g6-cnnad i moſt natural to a Rational Beang ? And who: 
&2* quTiy TY | fy OO 49% BOY be 

Plato. [tem : Optimus motus eſt in ſcipſo, & ex ſeipſo, quia talts iff 
raitonalsNatiie cognatiffenus, Plato. [ 


moves 


&.2. To ele& Chriſt moſt nathral. 14t 

df moves' more naturally in himſelf, than he 

le, | that els Chriſt for himſelf ? '®Tis' true, to 

«|| corrupt Nature this 15 a preternatural, and 

ef forced motion: The Animal or Natural man, 

& || a5 now degenerated, ſees no beautie in Chriſt, 

ir and therefore has no matural Diſpeſition to 

ut Þ cl&& Chriſt for himſelf. * Ay but to 4dam, 

- | who was clothed with pure Nature, it was 

} moſt aatzral to ele& God for himſelf : and 

ſo, in proportion, to the friends of Chriſt, fo 

»-'Þ far as their Natzres are re- 

ft newed, q what can be more .q Ads natwaliſimus ani- 

hf natzral, than to ele&t and ** *# iabercre Dro, Brad- 

i deave to Chriſt for himſelf? v4 

bis not Chriſt, as God-may, 

of! more #13mate to his friends, 

Fthan the moſt zut:mate part Ee 

I, Yof themſelves ? r And are they wy. a Deo ut _»itumo fixts 

; # not then moved 7n, and #9- - roſe, Ove gen 

Na' wards themſelves, when they tur, Gib. de Libert, pag.z8, 
ove in, and towards Chriſt 29> 85, 103, 168, 

Wor himſelf ? Again, what 

of Ymore natural to the wil than Acts of love? 

08 And 15 not the elefizon of, and Adheſion to 

»F-britt for himſelf, the moſt ſoverain, and 

ue Foble ſirain of Love ? Yea, by how much 

pr ſie more 2nvincibly, and intimately the wits 

Love is allured, and drawn to adhere to Chriſt 

als, Wor himſelf, is it not by ſo much the more 

notre, ſpiritual, free, perfe, and natural ? So 

1on great 1s the ſympathie betwixt the renewed 

rhaFeture in the-friends of Chrift, and Chriſt 

; ſelf. Whence it is that the Pſalmift | 

Fries out, Pal. 73..28. But it # good | or PC 73.28. 

ves} -. moſt 


- 


142 Toek#Clvift the moſt living a@. C.h, 


< 

molt #atzral and beſt | for me | who amagſj » 

friend of God |] to draw near to God | to.bifÞ { 

as it were fettered, chained, and gluedfſ x 

to God, as my_ beſt friend ] oh ! hoyf x 

2. Moſt pleaſing and zatwral is this ? | I 
living and =(*2.)Toelk Chriſt for himſelf is perfectinſ} x 
lively- of buman Nature, and ſo moſt for the prof 
motion of true ſpiritual \clf, becauſe its thi} i 

moſt living, and lively a&t of the foul. The # 

human ſoul is. ſuppoled to be, as a ſelf} a 

\ deuiyy- moving, 10 an { eper-moving principle. Now t| 
Tos 521 8 . Jook by how much the more perfect the fol} 
"Xs -motion, and ever-motion of any Being is, bylſſ h 
Grammat. Much moreperfe is its life - For accordingyſ 11 
in Ariſt. the Philoſopher, t To act wel, #5 to live weliſſh (: 
Anim- By how much the more perfect the manner} n 
UG *> 2, 9ur Acting is, by ſo much themore perigdſſ it 
Neg Any. 15 the manner of our life... | And is not tl of 
Aritt. Eth. ele&ion of Chriſfi tor himfelt the moſt prifi K 
L.c.4 fect a& of the ſoul ? can the friends, m 
 Chrift live a more geveroxs, noble, Divine lili th 
than by continued election, and fruition th 

Chriſt, their beſt friend ? Thus Chriſt, cl: 

that great Evangelick Invitation he makes th 

Eſa.55-3+ ſinners, Eſa. 55. 3. faith, that ſuch as el an 
Pita yo him for. himſelf, and feed on him, ſpal.linffl do 
vite fellci- OE a aint. mob delicin Be 
tate &- vi- 7+ 6+ 164d a IMMOR Novie, Cenerous, HENLOWN | 
gore accipi- proſperous, * ſatisfactorie, ' yea, Divine. Wt Ct 
tr. Glail: For lite is oft in ſacred Writ, as: heres pf cib 
for the Traxguilitie, Vigor, and FelicitieM} tir 

PL. 69.32, life. The like Pal. 69. 32+ and your bem for 
ſhal Iive that ſeek, God, i.e. you that ſedi but 

elect, and enjoy Chriſt for . himſelf 3.10] rats 

what vigorous, mau-like, yea Divine lives Wy wil 


yc 


&. 2. TocleT# Chriſt moſt Rational. 143 


you live ? how lively and ſpritefully wil your 
fouls move and a&t ? « Does | 
not the life of every _—_ © OI —_ þ 
-put forth, and diſcover it felt PF wwe ox 897470! 
nod in that Act, which is ores Tay —_ 
moſt proper and agreable to 
its Natere, purely conſidered ? and what At 
is there more agreable to the rexewed Na- 
ture of Chriſt's triends, than the ele&ing of, 
and adhering to him for himſelf ? Does not 

onfl this come neareſt to the life ot God, which 
conſilts in the bleſſed viſion and fruition of 
himfelf? And may we expect a more perfect 
life than to live as God does? Surely no. 
(3.) To &&& Chriſt for himſelf is an a&t þ 
moſt perfedtive of Human Nature, becauſe 9" 
it is molt rational. The life, and perfeGion 
of the Human ſoul conſiftis much in its 
Rationalitie, And what can be imagined 
more Rational for the Friends of Chriſt, 
than to cle& him for himſelf ? Is it not al 
the reaſon in the World, that ſinners ſhould 
ele& their Savior for himſelf ? Is not Chriſt 
the moſt rational objeft, yea wiſdome it ſelf, 
and therefore moſt attractive of our wil- 
dome, and ele&ion? What takes a rationa! 
Being more than Reaſon .? And hath not 
Chriti the moſt convincing, the moſt mvin- 

yi Bl cibly b3nding Reeſons, to attat the heart to 

6 himſelf, for himſelf? The election of Chriſt 

hen for bimſclt imports not only Head-logich,, 

ll but Heart-logich allo : it is the elixir and Sps- 
>.10] rits of Reaſon, the deepeſt and profoundeſt 
s (ll wildome to contemplate, adhere to, .and. love , 
. £&S Chritt 


mg tt 


44 To eleft Chriſt moſt Rational. C.6,hS 


Chriſt for himſelf. Friendſhip with Chrif 

carries in it an-Ocean, a Sea of ſublime tea- 

fon, yea the flour of Reaſon. The Prodigal 

never came to - himſelf, Luk. 15+ 17+ t. e- to 

a ſound and ſober mind, to acts of reaſon 

and judgement, til he conld, by the Art of 

Divine Logick, diſpute himſelf into a reſo- 

Iution of returning” to his Fathers houſe, 

where was bread enough, to ele&, and adbere 

unto Chriſt for himſelf. Such is the ſpirity- 

al Logick, of Chriſt's friends: : Is it not 

their higheſt wiſdome to adhere unto their 

firſt Principle, and laſt End ? Is it not al the 

reaſon in the world, that the friends of 

Chriſt ſhould cle& him for himfelt, who 

- gave himſelf a ranſome for them ? what 

more reaſonable, than that they ſhould live, 

and die with him, who lived and died fot 

them ? This ſeems ſuch a Demonſtrating, 

binding, conſtraining Argument to Pant, 

2 Cor. 4, © that it quite overcame, not only his Res 
24,15. ſon, but his Aﬀedion allo, 2 Cor. 5. 14 
| For the love of Chriſt w. cot 

w ourixet, i. e. totos nos ftraineth us : i. e. does whok 
[ojract & 1tgity i 01s fiat Jy overcome and captivate 
quaſe rorrepts aga mus ona : X b 
alludit enim ad vatum ſure vr Reaſon, like the ecftatick 

700. Bea. impulſes, and raptures of tit 

Prophets : our Judgements 

as wel as Aﬀections are raviſhed with the 

conſideration hereof. How ſo ? becauſe wt 

thus judge : | or we thus ſyllogize, diſputs, 

or reaſon in our ſelves | that if one dicd far 

al, then were al dead. V. 15+ And that be dit 


for al, that 1bey which live, ſhould not ben 
| | forth 


|S: 2: To eleT Chriſt moſt Voluntarie, 145 
forth live unto themſelves, but unto him, which © 
died for them, and roſe again- Oh ! faies 
1 Paul, if Chriſt dicd for us, what reaſon have 
|| we to clek and live to him ? whence he 
2m || concludes V.16. wherefore henceforth know we 
of | 110 an after the fleſh, &C. i.e. WeAre NOW IC 
6. | ſolved to live to, and upon Chriſt for himſelf : 
ſe | ve ſee al the reaſon that may be for it, becauſe 
he has been ſo good a friend to us. Such a 
{| D:vine Logick.s there in Amitie with Chriſt, 
ot 8 (4-)To Elec Chriſt for himſelf is moſt Per- 4. Moſt 
er feftive of Human Nature, becauſe moft volun- Yolugraree 
the © t2rie, and pleaſing to the renewed wil, in the 
off friends of Chrift.By how much the more wo- 
ho | /##tarie any at of the wil is, by ſo much the 
14 | More agreable to, and perfedive of its nature 
fuch an at is. Now what more ſpontaneous 
and vluntarie, than the electing of Chriſt 
jþ | for himſelf ? Oh ! what a ſweet pain is love- 
if fickzres for Chriſt ? how golden are thoſe 
'fl chains, how ſilken are thoſe cords, where- 
by the heart 1s fetter'd and bound to 
Chriſt ? Yea, is it not the moſt pleaſing death, 
to the friends of Chriſt, to die bleeding with 
ate} 19vE and adherence to Chritt ? *Tis true, the 
idk friends of Chriſt have their wils drawen 
#6} to, and confirmed in the election of Chriſt, 
nts by no lefſe than a pul of omnipotence : 
chef But yet, oh! x how ſweetly ET 
well 41d chearfilly does it adhere 7 FAG 703 Valenty fe 
| ES an Sane. eſt * in vol:nte neceſſitas 
ite] ©© Chrilt wnat PLy #01 ct. Seneca. 
for ceſitie > what a bleſſed con- 
fig] firaint > what a ſweet and pleaſing violence 
5 that, which knits, and keeps the hearts of 
Chriſt's friends cloſe unto himſelf? It's a vo- 
L. Iuntarie 
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3- De- 
monlt. 
From the 
efleRs of 
eleCting 
Chrift for 
h:mſclf : 
Which 
2rcs 


1. Partici- 
vation of 
the Divi 
Nature, © 


Ele#ing of Chriſt brings C.6]$ 
luntarie meceſſitie, a love-vnolence 3 every 
thread of this Divine ele&ion is twiſted out :4 
of love, Hol. 11. 4+ I drew them with th #* 
cords of. a man, with bands of love» And of 
what can- be more free and pleaſing than ©! 
bands of love ? The Philoſopher tels us, y that |. hh 
ist 
to 
to 
he 
Ch 


love knows no force, but which is voluntarit, 
and ſweet ; for every one. voluntarily obeyer 
Love. Is not this moſt true, here ? 15 not the 
heart moſt voluntarily, though neceſſarily] ?2 
and invincibly, bound to Chriſt, to ele, 
love, and enjoy him for himſelf? But of this 
more in what follows. Thus we have demon. jj #4* 
trated, that the election of Chriſt for himſ&F 1 | 
is an Af moſt perfeive of Human Nature, and /'Y* 
therefore moſt for the promotion of true ſelf. Þ ©): 


_—_— 


SECT. 3. © Goc 

Demonſir. 3. From the bleſſed Effeis thulſ ticr] 

follow upom the Eleftion of Chriſt for bins part 
ſelf, 1. The Divine Nature. 2. Liberte. 


3. Hat the friend of Chriſt does moi} Exo 
Dromote himſelf, by the electior of fr/t; 

Chriſt for himſelf, may be farther Der onfÞh 
ſtrated from the Effeds of this EleFion : ta 
the tree is known by its fruits > the caſe | 
its effes. Certainly, the friends of Chriſh bt 
by the election of him .for himſelf, attainſiis ; 
unto many glorious Effects and Fruits, which yet b 
greatly conduce to the advance of their true of hi: 
ſpiritual, and beſt felf. x1. Hereby they artÞ"s tr; 
made partakers of the Divine Nature, 2 Ped 
I. 4+ The Divine Nature, as it 15 1n Got 
| | wherey 


$.3- the Divine Natare.:. 


wherein does tt conſiſt, but in the immutable 
Adbefiog to himſelf; his -own eſſential Good- 
nes, and infinite perfeizn £ Now the friends 


4 | of: Chriſt, ſo far as they ele3, and adbere to 


n | Chriſt for himſelf, ſo far arg they, partak- 
a | £x5 of this Divine Nature. The, Chriſtian 
e | Philoſopher tels us, 2 That this | 
ec | # the great endeavor of Nature, 


z Gym Go 70 0TIUOTE. 


| to beget 4 natural effet like 1% ey .* quotus 730 


yy fo 7 ſelf. This holds true 
2 here : the Divine Natare in 
ll Chriſt produceth a, Divine 
n-|| #ature, in ſome degree like, 
aff} in his friends : fo that as he loves, and ex- 
a joys himſelf, for himſelf 3 fo they love and 
e | enjoy him for himſelf alſo : only with this 
ditterence, that it is natural, and eſſential to 
Chriſt to adhere to, and jy himſclt as 
God 3 - which his fricnds have only: by par- 
baſf ticipation, and of' Grace : yet ſo as that they 
ml partake of ſome ſhadow, and dark , yeſſem- 
RB lance of that ſelf=ſufficience, that is in 
FE Chriſt, as God. For look as God faies, 
Exod. 3. 14. I am that T am, i. e. I am the 
- of fir; 2nfinite, ſelf-ſufficient Bring 3 lo, Paul, in 
vl 21S proportion, by virtue of his eleGing of, 
and adhering to Chrift for himſelf, fſaies, 
by 1 Cor. 15. 1c. by the Grace of God T am 
rift >h2t T am. Though Paxl knew ful wel 
ain} bis 3finite Diſtance trom God as. a.creature, 
ich}yet by a Grace, and by virtue 
rueot his adierence to Chriſt as 
artÞis friend, he could aſcribe, 
Petjand aſſume to himſelt ſome 
3OC | "2 
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borrowed ſhadow of that Divine Al-ſuffi6- 
ence. And when friendſhip with Chriſt 5 
conſummate, and perfc##, as it is in Heaven, 
where the friends 'of Chriſt perfectly adhere 
to him for himſelf, then there is a more per. 
fe& degree of this Divine Nature, and ſelf- 
ſufficience ; Then the friends of Chriſt are, 
it we may ſpeak it with reverence, as fo 
b Pfet3 many little made-Gods : Þ they have nothing 
 Gber et but what they would have, and they would 
ev 4015, have nothing but what they have. Such a de- 
- _ xo rived image,or ſhadow of the Divine Nature, 
xibil habet and Al-ſufficience have the friends of Chril, 
qued no1- fo far as they ele& and adhere to him for 


vill, & himſelf. 

#ibil valt | 

qrod on habet + vult onnia que debit, & omnia oſt qua wt 
Mori Diſp. 2. de Grar. theſ, 6. 


2. Liber- 2. Another bleſſed effect which the 
Ts friends of Chriſt ohtain, by their eleQing 


of Chriſt for himſelt, is a Divine. Ampli-| 


tude, or Libertie. Al buman Libcrtie, whe- 

ther Natural, Civil, Moral,” or Divine, con- 

Is fits in an Amplitude, or Enlargement either of 
1. Natural. $+zje, or Ads. (1.) As for Natural L- 
| 8 bertie, it conſiſts in the ni 
eons nn ye rural Amplitude, Oniveſh: 
| Gibjedf. de Libert. pag.361. 77> and infinite capaciiie o 
the ſoul, whereby it is &- 

emted from al coadtive Neceſſitie, and 
inveſted with a rational ſpontaneitie, which 
aaturally, and efſentialy attends al its hamas 
Ats, ani Motions. Now what doe 
more coduce to the Improvement of thi 
d naturi 


tun cnens cafe hd. ig Ay.” 4 6 6a © ww 9 mah nd &* mw a. vuiwweciaacac Uc: .c- 
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D 
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d natural Am litude, and en- d Ile eſt. ber in azende 4»1 


=P | | a wullo creato depeudet , qui 
largement © foul, than a xullis lmitibus coercetur, nec 


firme Eledion of, and Adhe- ,, parte princs, tiy ne ex parte 
fon unto Chriſt for himſelf ? fins ; qui eminentiam quan= 
What is it that moſt confines, 4am & Irfimtatem adeptus 
and parrows the whole ſoul, LA i 7 ch 
but adherence to, and depen- jprny morerur, tee. Gibieut 
dence on ſenſible inferior good ? de Libert. p. 270. 

Is not every facultic of the | 

ſoul by fo much 'the more #xiverſal, ample, 

and wide, by how miuch the more immate- 

rial, and ſpiritual it is ? And, what exemts, 

and frees the ſoul from adherexce to ſenſible 

good, and carnalitie, more than eleGion of, 

and firme adherence to Chriſt for himſelf? 

Who has his wi/ more Univerſal, and Inde- 

dendent as to Inferjor goods, than the friend 

of Chriſt, who elc&s him for himſelf ? Is 

not al this exemplified to the life, in Solo- 

mou > who, when he firſt cle&ed God for his 

friend, had a huge large heart beſtowed on 

him, as wel for natural, as Divine matters ? 

ſo 1 King. 4. 29. And God gave Solomon 1 Kings 
wiſdome, and Underſtanding, exceding much, 4 39: 
and largenes of heart, &c. e Hebr. Ambplitude AAP 
or Enlargement of Heart. © Oh, what an am- ne» cordis. 
ple, wide, univerſal, and comprehenſive wiſ- Jun. Tre- 
dome, and wil” had Solomon, upon his firſi _— 
Ele&ion of, and Adherence to God as his ani - 


friend ? f But, after his heart turned from: »/# 94 
| plane ad 
wun aftriftlum ſt ,ficut Piaute,o& Lavides, liberta'e tanen E pollet quia 
nulla infieitate caudet : ſolius Rationalis creature iftud privilezinm ef 
que ſola Dci cavax eſt, & zſta capacitate tranſire poteſt is Divizam 
Anplitadizem, Gibiguf de Liber. p. 262. 
- God, 


L 3 
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God, to ſenſible good, what a narrow, ſer-. 
vile, fettey'd heart had he? Payl, who was 
a great friend of Chriſt, one that elected. 
him for himſelf, what a great, vaſt, . compre-, 
benfrve, univerſal ſoul had he ? So, 2 Cor, 
6.11. Our heart © enlarged, TETMaTUVIGu | 
Tt is hugely amplified, extended, or widened; 
Whereas v. 12. he faies, the Corinthians, by 
reaſon of- their ſin, were ftraitned, or nar- || - 
rowed in their ſpirits : wherefore he ex- 
horts them, v. 13. Ta«7vrBirs urs, be ye 
alſo amplified, or enlarged : and then he 
ſhews them how they might attain to this 
emplitude, or enlargement of ſoul, namely 
by returning to Chrift, and cleaving to him, | 
as t 145 15, IG. F 
(2+) Asfor cvil Libertie, it conſiſts in a 
man's being, ſi juris, his own Maſter, or | 
Lord , and thence it is defined, a Facultie of 
doing, or perer of living, as men lift, of 
g Populi pleaſe; whence g thoſe people are accounted 
7/12 119: free, which are «u7bvopor, ſuch as give Jaws 
pony to themſelves. And ſurely none are ſo free, 
zu[2pp08 IN this regard, as ſuch who elect, and adbere 
Dezrodone. to Chriſt for himſelf, Yea, ſuch as are ſer- 
ons vants of men, by the ele&ion of Chriſt for 
himſelf, they become the Lord's free-men: 
1Cot.7. 5 x Cor. 7.22» For be that 1 called in the | 
nn being a ſervant, is the Lord's free- 
man : i. e. A (ervant, by elefion of, an 
ſubjec&ion to Chriſt, becomes ingenuus,: no | + 
ble, and free, both as to State, and Ar. 
It's true, he is the ſervant of men ; ay but, | 
iS he not alſo the ſon. of God, Foh. 1. = ?P1 
of 13 
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2. Civil 
]ijbertie. 


S. 3. fomeleZing Chriſt far himſelf. 


his outward man is to ſerve, and 'ohſerue the 
wils and humors of men > but oh ! how free, 
how generous is he in the inward man ? 
what generous and noble prixciples has he ? 
what great and ſublime deſignes and aims 
for God ? How much is he above the frown, 


t3li 


and flatteries of this lower world, even then, 
when, with his bodie, he is moſt officious and 


ſerviceable to men ? And then as for Adv, 
how free is he.in his ſpiritual regards, and 
afs towards Chriſt, even when he is moft 
deeply engaged in bodily ſervices for men ? 
How chearful,and aGive is he in the diſpatch 
of his maſter*s buſines, that ſo. he may gain 
a little time, to pour out his ſoul into. the 
boſome of Chriſt ? Is it not admirable to 
ſee, with what diligence ſome poor ſervants 
wil diſpatch their affairs, that fo they may 
have ſome time for converſe with Chrilt? 
Whereas, peradventure, when they come to 
be their own maſters, they have not ſo much 
libertie of pirit and ads for Chriſt, as when 
they were in a ſervile condition. Thus the 
ſervant, that is called in the Lord, is the 
Lords free-man. The Heathen Moraliſt can 


teach us, h that virtue makes men, (ui juris, | —_— 


their own Lords ; becauſe nothing can be above 
him, who is above fortune. Again (addes he) 
That man can do what he lift,who concetves be 
muſt do nothing, but what he ought. Such a 
free Noble-man, is the friend of Chriſt, who 
ele&s him for himſelf : z he, by ſubjecting 


1 Ex /ub- 


jeftione ad. 


Dexm emergit Domininn in creaturas, Gibieufy de Libertace p. 218 


260, 264. 
L 4 himſclf 


and maſter of al inferior things, yea, of him- 

felf alſo. Plato tels us, that the temperate 

virtuous man i, 5aury xeemev, above himſelf ; 

becauſe by his temperance, he has Dominion 

over himſelf. Again he faies, 

5 2 _ , Ho k _ he, who is wy virtious, 
mu Age jun ts 44 is moſt happy, and moſt Royal 
-— att &c; Plato Re- or Noble Pr Sanz? he _—_ 
 hbimfſelf, which is the moſt Royal 

Dominions And who may lay claim to ſuch 

a #oble, Regal ſelf-Dominion, it not they, 

Heſ 31.12. Who adhere to Chriſt for himſelf ? fo Hoſ 
II. 12. But Fudab yet ruleth with God, and 
1 faithful with the Sainte. Judah, ſo long 

as ſhe kept faithful, in adhering to Chriti, 

ſhe ruled with God, and had a regal Domini- 


03 over al her luſts, and al 7aferior things, | 


2 Zn . Ariſtotle |, treating of a mag- 
I x Thus dev wi Juv?= gyimous man, faies, that he 


a1 {d, d\\' 1 whos pm 
Aov * Sane Artiſt, Cannot live to any but bis 


Ech, 1. 4. c. 8. friend 3 becauſe that is ſer- 
| vile, How true 1s this of 

the friends of Chriſt, who ele& him for him- 

ſelf? ſuch are ſo magnaximous and gencrous, 

as that they cannot live to any but Chriſt 


their friend, #2 Thus by ſub-. 


m Domini:m Liozrtatis oriew jection to Chriſt, they become 
ex aihefio!: ad Drum : eft vis Lords of themſelves, and al 
_ of fine ultimo [uda- znferior goods : tbey live as they 
amenrum Nav7s ? 1. &C. WE x: . *, - 
ut, onus, f-ruate 0701612 Hy 4 and þ leaſ is becauſe nothing 
fs. Gibjeu!, de Libert. pag. P/e4/eth them, but what plea- 
'3þ8, 264, 263, eth Chriſt their bcft friend : 
| they have what ' they would 
have, 


Amplitude and Libertie C.s, 
himſelf to Chriſt, his Lord, becomes Lord 
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S. 2. ſromeleGFing Chriſt for himſelf. 153 
have, ſo long as they ele&,and love Chriſt for 
himſelf. It's true, the friend of Chriſt 
abandons not the world .as to weceſſurie uſes 
but yet he is ſo far above it, as that he uſeth 
it only as/a ſervant, not as a friend: the 
world is under his feet, as Reve 14. I. 
the Church ſtands with the Moon (an em- 
bleme of ſublunarie things ) zxder her feet. 
The friend of Chriſt poſſeſſeth the world, 
as though he poſſefſed it net : his Jands, 
houſes, gardens, and other ſenſible goods 
have no more room in the cextre, or Bext of 
his heart, than if - they were the Jaxds, 
bouſes, and gardens of other men : ſuch is 
his Dominion over the creature , and ſo: far 
doth he live as be lifts. But is it thus with 
baſe-minded, ſervile ſinners,who live under the 
Dominion of every baſe luſt,and ſenſible good? 
Doe Voluptuous, Avaricious, and Ambitious 
men lite as they lift , who, the more they 
have of. their Jdol goods, the more they want, 
the more yexed are their Deſires ? Surely 
none /ipe as they liſt, but the friends of Chriſt, 
who enjoy himſelf. ps 

(3.) As for Moral, Spiritual, and Divine 3- Mora! 
Libertie, it is moſt evident, that it ſprings and Divine 
trom, and coxſiſts,-in the elefing, and enjoy- — 
ing of Chriſt for himſelf. 
n For certainly the Divine n Noftra lbertas inhertt De- 
Libertie of God ..is the moſt —_ — + SO 
exaCt Idea, exemplar, or pat- uy. Gibieuf de I ibert, 
tcrne of our Libertie : Now p, 373. 
wherein does the Libertie of 
God chiefly conliſt, but in the Divine Am- 

plitude, 
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plitude of his own Being, whereby he aQ 


al thmgs moſt wiſely, and freely, tor himſelf ? 
And then ſurely, the more the friends of 
Chriſt arrive unto this Divine Amplitude, and 


enlargement of heart and waics, to ele ' 


Chritt for himſelf, and to act al for him, the 

more they reſſemble the Divine Libertie.Was 

not this the Divine Libertie, which David was 

moſt ambitious of ? Pal. 119. 45- I wil 

oPfal.119. Palk, at libertie, Hebr. o In Amplitude, la- 
45. _- titude or enlargement of heart and waits 
HIM and then he gives the cauſe, and reaſon 
ri. of this his Divine Amplitude : for I ſeek thy 


ane, [eu la- | ; | 
titudine, Precepts * 7.e- mine heart elects and adheres 


* fun.Trem. to thee for thy felf  Þ thy wil is to me 2 | 


pLebrerts poyal law : the more invincibly my heart 
un df tacrg © heres to thee, and thy reveled. wil, the 
merto de! more free do I judge my elf. Such a perfed 
cuore de freedome is there in the fervice of Chrift! 


Fitte {: coſe Thus have we gone thorow al the notions | 


PE of Libertie, with evident conviction, that 
& Dio. the election of Chriſt for himſelf gives the 
Sales, beſt improvement to al libertie, under what- 


ever notion it be conſidered. 


——_— 


8:4. The Divine Life, &c; 


i 


SE CT. 4: 
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The Divine life, al al the Iſſues of it moſt 
improved by the Elefdion of Chrift far 


 bimſelfe 


A Nother bleſſed "eſe, which the 3- Divine | 
friends of Chriſt obtain, by ele@- Ht 


ing Chriſt for himſelf, is a 


with al the iſſues thereof. | 


q Spiritual, Divine life con- 
ſts .zn the due funtjions of the 
mind and wil, with the perpe- 
tual refer? which the ſoul has 
to Gods 


Divine Life, 


q La wit Firituelle conſefte on 
des forFions de noftre Intelli- 


-gence &* volente, & en des 6(- 


Cards perpetuels, que NOS Mes 
ont 4 Dicu, Meſtrerat de la 


Now whence pro- for; p: 4z. 
cedes thefe due funTions of © 


' the Mind and V3}, but from their Adherence 


unto Chriſt ? what gives the ſoul a pure, and 
perpetual regard to God, but election of Chriſt 
for himſelf? Every life is by fo much - the 
more zoble, and perfeF, by how much the 


more noble, and perfe& its principles,” influ- 


ences, and operations are : and ſurely this 
addes much to the excellexce, and perfedzon of 
that Divine life, which the friends of 
Chriſt, by ele&ion of him for himſelf, are 
inveſted with. For is not Chriſt, as God- 
man, the firſt principle of al Grace, and the 
Laſt end, or beft good ? Arenot the Divine In- 
fluences of the ſpirit moſt cfhcacious, for the 
Conſervation, Improvement, and Perf«1i24 of 
the Divine life ? May we imagine th..t there 
are 


I"; 
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| are any operations More agreable to the Di- 
vine-life, -than--ſuch as-flow from a tirme_. 


cleion of, and adherence, unto Chriſt for 
himſelf ? S, io 
. Farther, as the Divine life it ſelf, fo al the 


Iſſues, or effetis thereof are rendred- moſt per- 


ted, by a tirme eledion of, and adherence 
unto Chriſt for himſclt. Solomon gives us 


h Pr6%.4.:3. . d . 7 , 
The Gag -& Wiſe. Caution, Prove q-;24+ Keep thine 


of life, heart with al diligence, fur out. of 3t are. the 


which are iſſues of hife, How can the friends of Chriſt 
conferved, Keep their hearts better, than by an. 3nv79la- 
= '%5"”" ble eleftion of, and adherence unto Chriſt? 
etetion of And is not this the beſt expedient to, conſerve 
Chrift for] and promote the Tues of life,, which flow 
h'mielf from thence? What are. the Tſcs of Life, 
deg bur, 1. Health, 2. Strength, 3. Growth, 
4+ Senſe, 5- Motion ? Are not al thefc 
maintained, and promoted by continued cleci- 

c on of Chwit for himſelt ? E 
x. Health, (1+) As for Health, the Philoſopher tels 
us,” r That the healing of any 
'T ogra Cupuſqute tft. tt thing conſiſts, in giving it its 
pn par 7 proper diet, and motion : and 


triba:ve : proprius motus Anjvi ; ."” 
eſt contemylatio Dei. Plato, then he addes, That the pro- 


Timxo, per motion of the mind conſiſts 
in the contemplation of God. 

Does not this greatly evince and prove, that 

the health of the ſoul conlifts 1n an 7utimate 

#1ion, and adherence to Chriſt ? For what 

more proper diet can the renewed ſoul have, 

than Chriſt himſelf? and is there any me 


ton more decent, and becoming the friends | 


of Chriſt, than a_ cloſe, and mninterrupted 


communi 


v1 
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communion with Chriſt himſelf ? And the 

ſame Philoſopher informes © © | 
us, 1 That the right me- ſ #97 _ 7 wy —_ | 
thod of reftoring health, # to x} lng hr th ety, 
C reſtore al the humors and parts Pjato, Repub. 4. fol, 444- 
-. of the bodie to their natural 

e order ; for what is ficknes but ſome diſorder 


$ &c? And then he more particularly affirmes, 
e | That the health of the ſoul conſiſts in virtue ? 
e Does not this infallibly demenſtrate, that the 
lt Health of the ſoul is maintained, and impro- 
j- ved by adherence to Chriſt for himſelf? For 
4 what order, what virtue can there- be in the 
'e ſoul, without this adherence ? So Mal. g. 2. 
W With healing under bis wings, and Rev. 
e, 22. 26 

b, (2. Another iſſue of life -is Strength, 2.Ferengrls 
{c and ftabilitie of parts, which'is. a conſequent 


I- of health, and conſifis moſtly in the Vigor,and 
| Aflivitie of the Spirits. Hence we' tind 
ls both theſe joined together as the proper ef- 
ty ted of the ſouls adherence to God in Chriſt, 
ts Prov. 3. 7. Fear the Lord, and depart from Prov. z. 
d evil, i. e. Cleave to God in Chriſt for him- 7» 8. 
0- ſelf, (which according to the Old Teſtament 
its phraſeologie is expreſſed by fear) and bid 
d. adieu to ſin. What then? v. 8. It ſhal be 
at health (or mcdicine) ts thy Navel : As it he. 


te had faid ; look as the Navel adminiſiers nox- . 
at riſhment, and medicine to Infants lodged in 
'e, their Mothers womb, for the reftauration 
20- and confirmation of al parts : fo this filial 


ds} fear or obſequious adheſion of thy ſoul to 
ed God in Chriſt, ſha! feed, nouriſh, confirme, 


and 


158 


and reſtore al parts of thy ſpirit. Whence 
it follows : and. marrazw.to thy bones : or 
irrigation, Or watering to thy boner, t- e. look 


as the marrow, by the: moiſture it affords to 


the bones,” doth . very much: confirme and 
ftrengthen the: ſame, as. Fob, 21+ 24. fo in 


like manner doth the ſouPs. adherence to 


God:in Chriſt, greatly coxfirme and ſtrengthen 
it. The 'Nexyes (though moſt flexible) axe 
judged the ftrozgeſt part in. the bodie, becauſe 
they are the vebicule of the Animal Spirits : 
And how. does this notion of bodily ſtrength 
coramend the {oul's election of Chritt, which 
is the Sirituel Nerve, that conveigheth pj 
rits, and ſtrength from Chriſt the Head, un- 


to the believing ſoul ? Again, the ſtrength of Þ 
every thing, 15: ſajd to conliſt in. 1ts adherence 
| to ats firſt uinczples of Dependence : the 


firength of, the branch contiſts in its adhe- 
TENCE to, and Communion with the flock and 
root. And, does not then. the ſirength of 
Chriſt's friends, conliſt in continued adhe- 


.Tence to, and dependence on him ? is not he 


the Vixe, and are not they the . branches ? 
and can the branch get any ftreagch, fave by 
adhering to the Vine? Was not this Chriſt's 
main errand into the world, to bind up the 


t 9 Sure- broken-bearted, Ela. 61+ 1? Tie Philoſopher 


&aTbeg. 
Juxn? ot- 
x407% 09: 
- Pla'o, 
ippias 
fol. 375. ; 


could imforme us, t That by how much the 
more righteous any ſoul is, the ſtronger it ite 


And are there any more truely righteous and 


baty, than thoſe who adhere moſt firmely to 
Chriſt for himſelf ? Does not the vigor, and 


ftrength of Grace conlift in this, that it is as ; 


a pondus 


Spiritual Strength, &c. C.%, 
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a pondus or weight, to incline the whole: ſoul 

to contemplate, love, and-enjoy God in Chriſt, 

for himſelf ? « What isDivine | 

Love,but an impetus,or ſtrong 204 (ow. = 2 F-- = 

impulſe and bent of wil, 1 comrum, quictem, & ſtabi- 

whereby it adheres to God tktaten werzit. Gibe © 

for himſelt ? Is not al ſpiritual 

ſtrength conveighed to the ſoul by this means ? t 
(3+) Another iſſue of life is augmentati- 3. Growth 

8 or growth. And what more effefually pro- in Grace. 

motes the growth of the new creature, than 

repeted Elefion of, and Adherence unto Chriſt 

for himſelf ? The Improvement of Grace 

conliſts not merely in the Depwration of op- 

polite principles 3 nor yet 1n a greater Dzſ- 


| pofitica of the ſubje 3; but in the acquire- 


ment of a greater Latitude of ſpiritual life, 
both zxtenſive, and extenſive > which ariſcth 
from the ſoul's firme Adheſion to, and De- 
pendence on Chriſt for himſelf. For nothing 
doth more transforme' the heart into the 
glorious Image of God, than the fidacial in- 
tuition of the glorie of God in Chritt, 2 Cor. 


3. 18. And it is moſt certain, that none ar- 


rive to higher raiſures of Grace in this lite, 
than thoſe that live moſt in aGzal 'Depen- 
dence on, and communion with Chriſt for 
himſelf. Does not the child thrive moſt, 
when it adheres moſt unto, and ſxcks the 
mothers Breaſts ? And is not Chriſt the ſame 
to his friends, as the Mother is to. the child, 
1 Pet. 2.2, 3? when 15 the branch more 
green, and flouriſhing, than at ſpring z when 
it abides moſt in, and receives moſt Juice, 
a 


»% 


and ſap from the Vine? and is there not 
- the ſame reſſemblance between Chriſt and 
his ah 15-5? Who are they that. 
go forth and grow up as Calves of the ſtal, 


but Chriſt's friends, who adhere to him, and 


ſo lic under the warme beams of the Sun of 
Righteouſnes, who ariſeth on them, with heal- 
ing under his wings, Mal. 4. 2? | 
4. Senſe. (4+) Another zſſie of life in the new Crea- 
ture (as wel as in the old) is fpiritwal in 
w Vit 1i- ward ſenſe. w Life 1s of al things moſt 
hil ſenſivi= ſenſible ; and the more. ſpirirual, and excel- 


ligs. lent the lite is, the more quick, and lively are 


x Punto le 1ts ſenſes : x For by how much the more ma- 
coſe ſono pis xerial any life is, by ſo much the greater is its 
— inſenſibilitie. O then what a quick, ſenſe 
is" 1aſnſs- hath the friend of Chriſt, ſo far, and ſo lang, 
bilite. La as, by repeted acts of election, he adheres to 


Fifonomia him, as the fountain of his ſpiritual life ? | 


= Bel- It's true, peradyenture he has not the grate- 
ful ſenſe of the ſweet Accidents of Chrilt's 
preſence 3 yet has he not the doleful ſenſe of 


Chriſt's abſence*He has not the feeling ſenſe of - 


Chriſt's fxlzes in him, yet has he not a deep 
ſenſe of his own emtines out of Chrilt ? He 
has not, perhaps, the refreſhing ſexſe of his 
Intereſt in Chriſt ; yet has he not a [el 
ſenſe of the tranſcendent excellence of Chriſt; 
- and what a bitter thing the Jſſe of Chriſt 
15? According to the ſweet ſenſe we have of 
any Felicitie enjuyed, ſuch wil be our bitter 
ſenſe of. the loſle thereot : Now it is moſi 
certain. that none have a more feelixz bitter 
ſenſe of the Abſence or lofle of Chrilt, that 
they 
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they who ele& and adhere to! him for -him- 
ſelf. Oh! What a quick anddeep ſenſe have 
ſuch of ſin, which is the cauſe of Chriſt's 
departure? How do' their wounds of Con- 
ſcience bleed, under the freſh, and lively ſenſe 
of ſma] miſcarriages againft Chriſt ? Such 
are their ſpiritual ſenſes. One of the Phz- : 
loſophers y held, That the foul was nothing y 7'otages 
elſe but ſenſes: Tsnot this, in a ſenſe; true of '©,4*5» 


the renewed ſoul, fo far as it adheres to Chriſt par 


for himſelf ? has 'it- not then al its ſpiritual mag 74s 

ſenſes exerciſed, as Heb. 5. rg. Does not Pant 2ISiovss 
pray for the Philippiens , That they might D'%: 12: 
aboundin al ſenſe ? Phil. I. 9s uy wdoy SHS onto 
and how may this be attained unto, but by VEWpLIES > 
adhering unto Chriſt, that quiekning Head ? #8 Je 

\(5:) The” laſt! great 5ſſive of life is Mo- 5% 

tion : and by how' much the more oble 5. Motions 
and- raiſed the life is, by ſo-much the more 


awe, atid perfect wil the motion'be : For 


the manner of afing is according to the 
mauner of exiſting : By how' much the 
more perfe& the Forme is, by ſo much the 
more perfedt is the life : and: thence, accord- 
ing to the perfe&tion of the life, we may 
melure the perfe&ion of the operation, 
ſpringing thence. And, can there be a 
more zoble and perfe& life, than continued 
Elefiion of, and Adbefion unto Chriſt for 
himſelf? Does not the z Phi- 
lolopher aſſure us, That the : md ff or nuiy & P 
. ; - ifs Kiyageis & 
contemplation of God 4 the ae w_ _— by 
Proper motion of the mind ? pj, Tinzo. 
And who may expect the 
M C@n- 


Divine Motion, Oe. 
contemplation of God if not the friends 
of Chriſt, who ele& him for himſelf ? 
What. is there more efficacious, to draw forth 
every Grace in its exercice, than t#ransform- 
zng ſights of God in Chriſt, by faith ? And 
who are "there, that enjoy more of ſuch 
transforming fights, than ſuch as moſt 
firmely, and coyſtantly ele and adhere unto 
Chritt for himſelf? O ! what #niforme, har- 
monious, beautiful, yea glorions exercices of 
Grace do ſuch friends of Chriſt live under ? 
Are not theſe the pure in heart, to whom 
the bleſſed viſion, and fruition of God is pro- 


miſed, Mat. 5. 8 ? do not theſe behold, in: 
Chriſt, that Divine Miroir, or Glaſſe, the. 
Glorie of the Lord, 2 Cor.3.18 ? Inſhort;- 


' what ſpiritual motion can the Saints exert, 


without adherence to, and dependence on 
Chriſt their Head ? Joh. 15. 5. without me; 
| [or ſeparated- from me | ye can do nothing" 
Thus the friends of Chriſt, by continued: 
elefion of, and Adhefion to him for himlſelt, 
are made partakers of the Divine life, and al 


the iſſues thereof: 


a. 


C. 6. 


I's 
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Divinc Honor, Order, Beautie;, Pleaſures, 
. and Riches, from the elefion of Chriſt for 
himſelf. 


4+ A Nother great | efe& of elecing 4 ER is 
Chriſt for himſelf, is Divine Dig- Bn 

aitie, Honor and Advancement. What is Hy 

nor; even in the eſtime of the poor Philo- 

phet, but a the reward of vir- _ —_—_ 

tae, given to good men ? And ®,f ow _ MS. 

what greater virtue can there Jones AGR-Eik. wi Pe. 

be, than-an intimate Adhe- 

rence to Chriſt for himſelf ? Again, 1s. not 

the King the fountain of Honor ? and are 

not they eſtimed moſt Howorable, who ftand © -* 

in his' preſence, and receive marques of Horor, 

and Faver from him ? b Sute- 

ly this makes much for the b N:70 alters mbilior nie 

Honor of Chriſt's friends, £2 1:9i« ing Nu 

who cle& him for himſelf : ,,,7, ,s quim aotites (ont. 

for fuch are Heavens Comrti- Seneca. 

ers, they ſtand in the pre- 

lence of Chriſt, the King of Kings ; yea, 

they are his Aſſeſſors, who ſet with him upon ** 

the Throne, Luk. 22. 30. That” ye may cat 


$-1d drink, at my. Table in my Kingdome, and 
"Jt on Thrones, &c. What higher marque 
Jet Honor can there be, than tg have Chrift*s, 
nd his Father” r  ugme written on their- for- 
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e Plato. 

fPytharoras 
held Þ 
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Diog. La- 
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Divine Harmonie, ec. C.6, 
heads, as Ezech. 9.4. Rev. 14+ 1? c IS it not 
a ſingular favor that fuch have Chriſt's ear, 
and heart to command ? Can there be a 
greater Dignitie, than to be of Chriſt's Ca- 
binet-Counſel, Pal. 25. 14? Is it not an high 
marque of Honor to receive friendly viſite, 
and manifeſtations of love from Chriſt, as 
Foh. 14+ 21. & 15: 15 ? Farther, what great- 
er Nob:litie amongſt men, than to be of the 
bloud-Royal ? And are not thoſe who elec, 
and. adhere to Chriſt for himſelt, moſt allied 
and akin to him? as Mat. 12. 49, 50. Behold 
my Mother ! &c. The Philoſopher. defines 
d Nobzlitie, a virtue of | Noble manners. And 
what more Noble manners can there. be, 
than to adhere to Chriſt for himſelf ?: What 
was it that made Fabez, 1 Chroxs 4. 9. more 
honorable | or weighty, or glorious | than his 
brethren £ Why we are told, v. 10. Fabes 
called on the God. of Iſrael; &&c. Fabes 


ele&ed. God, and clave unto him for him- 


ſelf, &c. Such honor have they who. cleave 


to Chriſt! | 


\ 5. The Election of Chriſt for himſelf, is 
that which Produceth, Conſerves, and Pro- 


motes, the moſt that may be, a Divine Han. 


monie, and good order in the ſoul, and its 
Operations. - The Philoſophers ſaw ſo much 
Reautie and excellexce in, Harmonie, and: Or 
der, as that One e makes it the ſol: of the 
World. f Another held, Thas, Virtue, and al 


things elſe. that, were - deſwable, confiſted..an: 


Harmonie.: . Whence Platy called; Virtue; the 


Muſick, of #be ſoul. .and. Faſftice. the. Sym! 


all 
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g Oh how uniforme, and har- 


S.s. Divine Beantic, Oc. 165 
phonie, or concenr of Virtues- And what 
puts the ſoul into a better Order, 


Harmonie, and Uniformitie, than Adhe- 


rexce to Chriſt for himſelf? | 
rence to Chriſt for himſelf g Ir js ſaid of Padre Paul, 


: py the Venetian, that thar 
monious are al the motions of which made him moſt ad= 


the friends of Chriſt, ſo far, mired was, the co:pling toze- 
and ſo long as they adhere to , ther of Yirtwes', that are 


im ? h ' Ceemingly oppoſite, asKnow- 
kim ? what a /vves O" ledze and huniliti', &c. Life 


ſure, and «concent 15 there of QF pither Paull 


Contemplatives and Atives 3 

of Prudeuce, with Meeknes > of Wiſdome 

with Humilitie ; of Seriouſnes, with Chear- 

fulnes ; of Afﬀabilitie, with Severitie 3 of 

Solitude, with Service and Atvitie ? Thus 

Graces ſeemingly oppoſite, do ſweetly con- 

ſpire, and meet together, by virtue of that 

Divine Harmonie, which attends the (ouP's 


adhering to Chriſt for himſelf, 2 Pet. 1. 5, 


6, 7, 8. : 

6. The Eledion of, and Adheſion unto 6. EffeR is, 
Chriſt for himſelf, ;1fiſeth a Divine Beautie, 11. 
and Glorie into the ſoul, as alſo into its As. ad Glorie. 
{o far as they ſpring from this root. h Plato + See Les 
makes Beautie to ariſe, from the Forme, ſo far 394% 

hs , hoof o., ESErits 

as it is predominant over the matter z which is 57, - 
of it {elf without forme and beautie : Others confer. 26. 


make Beautie to ariſe from the mixture of de 12 Bidv> 


\ colors; again, others from the prevalence of ** 


lizht, together witha due proportion of parts. 
Al thefe notions of Beautie agree wel with 
that foul, which elects, and adheres to Chriſt 
tor himſelf. For when is the Spiritual, Di- 
vine Nature, which has the place of a forme 

| M 3 in 


Dzvzne Pleaſures, Sc, Ca? 


in the ſoul, more predominant over the carnal 
yas than when it adheres moſt unto, and 
epends moſt on Chriſt ;?: when does the 
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Face of the ſoul ſhine with moſt beautiful Þ 


color; and rayes of Divine light, if not when 
it beholds the glorious face of the Lord, 
2 Cor. 3. 18? Did not Moſes's face ſhine with 
fparkling light and Beaxtie, when he had been 
converſing with the Lord on the Mount 
Among aaturals, 4 what more beautiful, and 
glorious, than the Iuftre and brightnes of 
the Sun ? But oh ! how much more 
glorious 1s that foul, which, by adhering to 
Chriſt, and beholding of his glorie, is 
"OMIA" transformed Into the ſame Tmage ? k' The 
xea3r i;- Philoſopher tels us, that the very Images of 
xores, Pla- things beautiful are alſo. beautiful, Oh | 
to Phileb. how beautiful then is that ſoul, which is 
We. adorned with the beautifal glorious Image of 
Chriſt ? And where 1s there more of the 
glorious Image of Chriſt to be found, than in 
thoſe, who adhere to him, and” behold his 
olorie? was it not this that made David 10 
much to long, to dwel in the houſe, aud to be+ 
bold the beautie of the Lord, Plal. 27. 4? | 
oE:& is, 7+ The Election of Chrifi, is that which 
Divine brings with it the moſi real, ſolid, pure, pi- 
Pleaſures. ritual, ſtrong, maſculine, permanent, heart-ra- 
viſhing, ſoul-ſatisfying Pleaſures. Al pleaſures 
are by ſo much the better, by how much the 
more real and ſolid they are : carnal plea- 
ſures are only opinionative, fecble, and flaſhy; 
and therefore little worth : But the pleaſures 
that flow from communion with Chriſt for 
| | | himſcelt, 
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S,s. Divine Pleaſures, &c. x67 
himſelf, are moſt ſolid, ſubſtantial, and deep. 
Again, the more pure any pleaſures are, the 
better ? Now the pleaſures that flow from 
the eledtion of Chriſt for himſelf, are moſt : 
on and immixed : Al other pleafures are. 


ut feculent, muddie, and drofiie in compari- 


- fon of theſe. I The Philoſopher faies, That 1 Yo;uptatis 


the generation of Pleaſure is from the copula- Mgr ft 
F bibs , p : *. CX 7p 4th 
tion of finite and Infinite. His meaning 1s, & f-lts cox 


.. that there is no true pleaſure, but what ,,12,;,1.. 


ſprings from the ſoul's #10 to, and com- Plate Phi- 
muyion with God. Of al human pleaſures, leb. 
thoſe are certainly beſt, which are . moſt p:- 
ritual, becauſe ſuch are moſt rational, moſt 
connatural, and moſt efficaciows' : Now ſuch 
are theſe Divine ſuavities, which flow frony 
election of, and adherence to Chriſt for 
himſelf. O ! what Spiritual Delices are 
ſuch friends of Chriſt maſter of, at times ? 
Again, thoſe are the pureſt, and nobleſt plea- 
ſures, which admit of the leaſt exceſſe : For 
where there is exceſſe, there is evil and miſe- 
ric. Now, how doth this commend thoſe 
Divine pleaſures, which follow upon the 
fouls adherence to Chriſt for himſelf ? May 
we excede in, or enjoy . too much of thoſe 
foul-ſatisfying delights, which flow from 
Chriſt? no Een Laſtly, The pureſt, and 
beſt pleaſures are thoſe which are formed 
out of the ſweeteſt, and beſt Good : and by 
how much the more zxtimate, and entire com- 
munion the ſoul has with its choiceſt good, by 
ſo much the more refined, delicious, and per- 
manent are its pleaſures. Oh then ! what 
M 4 divine 


divine Suavities do the friends of Chriſt en- 
Joy. ſo far as they elec; and adhere. to him 
for himſelf ? So, Cant. 2.3. I ſate down 
#nder his ſhadow with great . delight, and hig 
fruit was ſweet to my taſt, Cant. 5. 16. His 
mouth is moſt ſweet, Hebr. ſweetneſſes, in the 
m Abſtia- m _Abſtra# and plural number 3 which notes 
6a predi- 2 complexion of al ſweetneſſes- 


* 


parade 8. Laſtly, Eledion of Chriſt for himſelf, 
Al Trea- is that which makes the friends of Chriſt 
ſures and maſters of the beſt Treaſures and Richcs. 
| Riches. Alrhings arc theirs, if they are Chriſt's. So, 
1 Cor. 3.21. For al things are yours : &. e« 

al that you xeed, as wel as al that you poſ- 

ſeſſe ;* what you want, as wel as what you 
have : For ſometimes nothing doth us more 
good than our wants : he that hath a ſpirit 
to bear contentedly the want of Riches, en- 
Joyes the real benefit of them ; yea, much 
more than he that poſleſſeth them in the 
grcateſt confluence, without ſuch a ſpirit of 
contentement. Its the mad of man that 
makes him rich, or poor, not the fruition, or 
want of things : the contented friend of 
Chriſi,though never ſo poor, is yet Lord of a} 
2hings, becauſe he knows how to want them: 
his wants do him as much good as his exjoy 
ments : what he poſleſſceth not, doth him as 
much, yea more good, than it doth thoſe 
who are the aQtual owners of it : what he 
enjoyes not, 15 his 21 capite, and therefore by 
a. better izle, and for a better wſe, than to 
them-that enjoy theſe things. Again, 4! 
things, 1. 6. both life, and death, enemies as 
ET va 


Cagr. 2. 3. 


x Cor. 3. 
01,23. 


Spiritual Riches, &c. C.6, | 
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$.5. Spiritual Riches, &c, 
wel as friends, Devils as wel as good An- 
gels. Are yours-: 1. e. for your fe, and 
good, not in poſſeſſion, but in free heritage - 
and how ſo? he tels you how, v. 23. and 
ye are Chrift*s : 1. e. Becauſe ye are ChrifÞs, 
by a firme eleGion: of him for -himſelf, 
therefore al things, whereof he is Lord, 
becomes yours. As the Wife, (though of 
never {ſo mean condition formerly ) by vir- 
tue of her Vnioz with her Husband, has a 
title, and right to the whole of his goods ; 
ſo that ſhe can fay, This houſe, thele fields 
are mine: ſo the friends of Chriſt, by 
eleting him, may lay claim to al that is 
his. Thus we ſee how much the friend of 
Chriſt does advance himſelf by ele&ing 
Chriſt for himſelf. This wil more fully 
appear by what follows. 
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CHAP. VII. Ub 
How, and Why Chriſt is to be Eleed | t 


for himſelf, in regard of his Me- | * 
diatorie excellences, as Relative to | ” 
God the Father. - 
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Chriſft”s Meaiatorie exceffences from the Deſig- 
ation of God the Father, Heb. 2. 5, 6, 7, 8, 
Joh. 6. 27. Heb. 3.2. Heb. 5. 4, 5- AQ, 
2- 36, 37. Eph. 5. 2. | 


Aving largely demonſtrated, That the | 

friend of Chriſft does moſt ſeek, and © 
promote himſelf, really conſidered, by 
elcding Chriſt for himſclf, we now procede 
to acmonſirate, How, and Jy Chriſt is to be 
eleAcd for himſelf ? I join both theſe conlide- 
rations together, becauſe they mutually give 
The Di- to, and receive from each other Light and 
ſtr.burien Evidence. And the more fully to explicate, 
+> age and demonſtrate, how, and why Chritt 15 to 
| which rea. be cl&ed for himſelf, we mult confider 
der him @Chriit in al his Excelexces, ſo far as he 15 
eligible for hcld forth to his friends, as eligible for him- 
himſelf : 7/f, Now the excellences of Chriti may be 


Theſe are > . ® o 
| Reiaive Contidered, 1. As Mcdiatorie and Relative, 
or, 
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S. 1: Chriſt's Deſign ation fo Office. 
or. 2. As Abſolute. The Mediatorie excel- 
lexces of Chriſt may be again conſidered, 
as relative, 1- To God the Father, or 2. To 
his friends, and members. Chriſt's Media- 
torie excellences, as relative to Ged the Fa- 
ther, may be farther referred, (1.) To the 
Father's Divine Deſignation, and Appoint- 
ment whereby Chriſt was furniſhed with a 
Facultie, and commiſſion for his Office; or, 
(2.) To the Father's Divine Adaptation, and 
Qualification z which gave Chriſt an Apti- 
tide or fitues for his Office, as Mediator. We 
ſha), with the Lord's Afliſtance, treat of each 
in their order. 

I- We (hal begin with Chriſt's Mediatorie 
exceliences as relative to God the Father's 
Deſignation, or Appointment ; whereby he 
received (to {peak in the Civilian's Phraſe) 
a'Facultie, or commiſſion for his Mediatorie 
Office. As in Nature, ſo in Grace, it ſeemed 
good to God, to elect one commun Principle, 
or Perſon, which ſhould be as an Head or 


Fountain, through which al the ftreams of 


his Grace ſhould flow. - This 


is moſt agreable tothe Ty 1 Her agondr v4 


Chris 


med1atorie 


j 
bY 
>* 
c 


exce)lenccs 


as relative 
to God 
the Fa:her's 
Deigaa- 
t.on. 


10 ronventt 


finite Wiſdome and Bountie of ©", 4*iomate Ph: 00/h1c, 


Dari in unoquoqu? genere, 


God yea, to- that P rinciple ai1quod ſummum, primum 
of Reaſon, which 'wil have & excellentiſlium, a quo re- 
one chief Head, or firſt, aud lqua ejuidem pereris de- 


moſt excellent in every kind, 
from which al the reſt, which 
belong to that kind, muſt 
deſcend, and receive - what appertains to their 
kind. Thus in Nature, and the C—_ 
" tne 


fol. 35. 


ſcendan', & accipiant quod 
eſt 1Jitus generis, &*c. Care. og 
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the firſt. Adam : thus alſo in the world 
Grace, or the Recreation, and reparation of 
corrupt Nature, Chriſt the ſecond Adam, was, 
by God, conſtitmted a commun Head, and 
principle of life. So, Rom. 5. 19. For & 


by one mans Diſobedience, many were made 


finners 3, ſo by the obedience of one, ſhal mas 
ny be made righteous, i, e. look as the ftirk 
Adam was a commun Head to al his poſteritie; 
and fo by his fin brought death on al ; fo 
Chriſt, the ſecond Adam, is a commun Prins 
| ciple to al his ele@ ſeed, and by his obedience 
Heb. 2. 5, brings life to al, as v. 21. The like Heb. 2, 
6, 7- 5, 6, 7, $, 9. where we are told, that the 
The World zpgrld to come, that is, the world of Grace, 
WM hati > Was not made ſubje& to Angels, but to 
. + © Chriſt, that ſo by the Grace of God, he ſhowld 
zaft Death for al his ſeed. We may here 

conſider, as it were, two worlds : the one old, 

and ſinful, ſubjet to Adam, as the commun 

root, and parent thereof. This old finful 

world is ful of Ribelliou againſt. God 3 mi- 

ſerie, weaknes, bondage, reproche, fin, and 

Death; and is now under the power, and 

tyraunie of Satan, the God of this world, as 

2 Cor. 4+ 4+ The other world, reſtored by 

Chriſt, is fu} of Grace, Peace, Righteouſnes, 


Holines, Obedience, Life, and the Favor of 


God : This 1s herecalled, v. 5. the world tg 

. come; and ſo is diſtinguiſhed trom the old, 
 - paſt warld of fin,not ſo much in regard of tame, 
( For this new world began alſo even from 4- 
dam”s fal) as in regard ot State : for the ſinful 
world, whereof Adam was the firſt principle, 
Þ 


he al. a. Sls. mile 25x 


Sg. 1. Chriſt's Deſſynation to Office; 
15 called the old, paſt world, in reſped of its fin- 
fel ftate 3 and the world of Grace is ftiled 
the world to come, and the new world, in regard 
of its renewed ftate 3 as it 15 a ſtate of prace,life, 
and ſalvation > whereas Adam's world, was 
a ſtate of fin, Death, and condemnation. 
Thus Eſa. 65. 17. for behold TF create yerw 
Heavens, and a new earth : and the formey 
ſhal not be remembred. Where this world to 
come, is called the yew world, and fo oppoſed 
to. the former 'old world of fin. So in like 
manner, we find mention of the” o/4- and 
Hew man in Believers, which referrs to the 
different \principles' of Nature and' Grace. 


Thus we ſee what is here meant by the - 


world to come namely, the ele&, believing 
World: the new  Kingdome of Grace. Now 


this world of Grace, 15 ſaid to be put in ſub- - 


jection, not to. Angels, or any other Creature, 

it to Chriſt, v. 5——9. For wito the Angels 
hath be not put in ſubjefion-the world to 
come, &Cc. 7. e. God the Father hath not made 
Angels Commiſtion-officers, or inveſted them 


with a Facwltie and: Antoritte to Governe this 


New. world. of | grace : Neither they, norany 


| other creatures are deſigned-Mediators, Pmr- 


chaſers, or Difpenſors of Grace, in this new 
world , but the Son of-God alone : So, v. $: 
Thou putteſt al things in ſubjetion nnder his 
Feet, GC. 3. e. The Son of God, and-he alone, 
1s: inveſted, by God the Father, with al Au- 
toritie, to change- the old, finfiel, ruinated 
world, into a ew, repaired world of Grace, 
and Rightcouſes ; neither: is-there the leaſt 

$are22 mile, 
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tittle, or pin, in this world to come, which is 
not ſ#bjeFto.Chriſt : ſo it follows : For 'ia 
that he put al in ſubjetion under him ; be 
left nothing that is not put under him. By 


which it is evident, that no: part of this ew 


world, can be ſubjec& to, or dependent on any 
creaturez no not Angels ! the whole being, 
by the Defignement and Appointment of God 


the Father, made ſxbje& te Chriſt alone; 


This is farther manifeli from; that compre- 
henfive notion, World, v. 5. Where Chriſt's 
Kingdome of Grace, appointed him by God 


the Father, is called the world to come, to note 


the univerſal Reſtitution, or: Recreation, -and 
Renovation of al things, m this new . world} 
by Chriſt ; it being he alone, who. is im-: 


powered to change the old world of fin, and 
miſcrie, int@ a'new world of Grace and Righ+! 


teouſnes.  » Thus Deering on this place : © For 


©ſ{eing the warld to come, noteth al the Re-' 


« ſtitution which is by Chriſt,. the ful change: 


© of al that ever was by fin; it's therefore- 
* named world;; becauſe we. ſhould afſuredly:. 
© know, there is nothing excepted. If then- 


* no part of this world be- ſubje& to any 


© Creature, no not to Angels,-in whom elle .; 
* then can we truſt, to have*any part of: 
© this wrought for us : we are al, as. our + 
© fathers were, men by Nature of the old 
* world, &c. Thus we {ee how the whole: 
Kingdome of Grace, ſtiled here. the world io : 
come, 15, by the ordination of God the Fa--: 
ther, made ſubje& to Chriſt alone, in op--/ 
polition to Angels, and al gther Creatures«'s. 


Hence 


Chriſt's Deſignation fo Office. C. 7 
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Hence Chrift is ſtiled, Efa. 9. 6. the Father 
of Eternitie : Which the LX X- render, 
Tdllp 4% pmol air, The father of the 
world to come. 

We have another great, and convidzve 
Teſtimonie, to prove Chriſt's Deſignation by 
God the Father, Joh. 6. 27. For him hath Joh. 6. 29. 
God the Father ſealed. Chrift, as Mediator, _—_ 
was ſealed by God the Father many waies. 1. * 
(1-) He had the privy-ſeal of God the Fa- 
ther's eleGion > whereby he was conſtituted 
Head of al the Eled& t (2.,) He | 
was - ſealed by the indelible t Qu01 f/ in Chriſta ſunus 


h elefF1, noi '3 1081S 1pf1S reperig= 
ather? > atk a 
charafter of the F ther?s toit3 outs; au. 


Glorie, Heb. 1. 3* by the aizem + ac ne in Dio qmaem 
fulnes of the Deitie, eſpouſ= Pare, f nudun lun abjy; 
ing , and dwelling in flo inaginarur. Chriſtus er- 


8 go Fpeculumeſt, in quo cleffio- 
the Hamanitie, Col. 2. 9. yew *oflraw rontemnlins anne 


St (3) Chriſt had allo the mt, & fire fraude lictt, Caly. 


Broad Seal of an audible inſfilirur. fol: 199. 
Teſftimonie from Heaven, Mat. 

3- 16, 17- (4+) Chriſt was ſealed by many 
Miracles, which were, al, ſo many viſible | 
ſeals of God the Father. ( 5.) He was 
ſealed alſo by his Baptiſme, and ſolemne in- 
auguraticn, or AUntftallement into - office. 
(6.) God the Father ſealed Chriſt by giv- 
ing him up as a ſacrifice for fin, and own- 
ing of him by ſenſible tokens from Hea- 
ven, on the Crofle. (7.) Chrift was alſo 
ſealed by being juſtified, and rajſed up from 
the Dead, Rom. 1. 4- Thus was Chriſt 
ſcaled by the Father, as being deſigned and 
appointed by him, in his ezernal elc&ion, as 
allo anointed, called to office, ſer forth, inaugns + 
| | HS rated, 
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Mediator, and Savior of the Elec. 


We have farther evidence of God the Fa« | 
ther*s conſtituting, or appointing Chriſt to his 


Office, Heb. 3. 2. Who was faithful to bin 
that appointed him ; Ge, 


# Heb. 3. 2. noujoa, Hibr. 1 Tothonslt, to him that made, 
MUD off tian ornare * goyſt;tuted, dignified, adorned 


guoniam vero mwnns dignitde 
tem affert &* ornamentum, bing 


him with his office, accord- 


fit ut vocare adſit etiam MWD ing to the 1typort of | the 
Sic infia, cap. 5. v. 53 5. Ca- Hebr.. AUD : thus Heb. 5; 
mer. fol. 394. 4, 5- it is (aid, that Chriſt 


Heb. Ge 
4y 5+ 


took, not' this Honor 20. bims 


ſelf, but was called thereto of God, as Aaxon 


alſo was : fo in- like manner Chriſt glorified 
not himſelf, in being-made an High-Prieſt; 
but be thas ſaid unto him':: Thou art my Song 
to diy have T begotten Thee : 4 e. look as 


' Aarov's Diguitie and Glorie, as High<Prieſty | 
ſprang wholly from God's Divine Vocation 


and-Conſtitution : had he afſumed, or taken 
that Henor to himſelf, without being cons 
ſituted,; and appointed; thereto by God, it 


had been ſo far from being a Dignitie, and* 


Glorie to him, as that it would have 


proved the greateſt bloz, and reproche irmas | 


ginable to him, as it was to Saul, and Vz+ 
2:4, who entrenched on the Pricttly. office; 


without any Cal from God. But it is obs" 
{crvable, that Chriſt's Facation, here;- 1s: 


brought in by way of Antitheſis, or oppoliti- 
on to, and preterence- above that of :Aarons 
Aaron was called to a Prieſthood of Types; 


Chriſt's Deſighation td Office. C. Ry 


rated, ſanGiified, and every way furtifped; | 
both with Amntoritze and power to be the | 


Signes, and Shad;wsz which endared- but- 
AILA? for 
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for. awhile 3: bat Chriſt was called to the 
true, ſubſtantial Prieſthood, which changed 
not, but continued for ever, after the order of 
Melchiſedec. Again, Aaron's Vocation 
was but that of a ſervant 3 but Chriſt's that 
of a Son. S0o that look, as the ſubſtante is 
better than the figure > the Sou higher than 
the Servant 3 and. immxtable . better than 
that which is mztablc 5 fo much doth Chriſt's 
Pocation excede that of Aaron. ' Thus 
Chriſt's Dignitie, Glorie, and Honor, as 
the great High-Prieft, and Mediator be- 
twixt God and Man, is made to. reſult, and 
ifſue from God the Father's. Vocation,” Con- 
flitution and Appointment. We tind a paral- TT 
lel expreſſion:( to this Heb. 3. 2. ) in Ad. A&. 2-36. 
2+ 36. Thereforc let al. the houſe of Iſrael 
know fir certain, that God hath made that ſame © 
Feſws, whom ye have crucified, both Lord 
and Chriſt. Peter having given an infallible 
Demonſtrativi of. Chriſt's being the only Meſ- 
fas; he concludes his Difcaurſe with this 
eonvictive and cloſe application, Therefore let 
al the houſe of Tjrael know for certain, that 
God hath Made, &c- as if he had ſaid, why 
Brethen, do you know. what you have done, + 
in crecifying ths Feſus ? is: he not the: 
Lord :of Glorie, the only High-Pricſt, and 
Meſiis ? Has-not God Made him : Lord aud + 
Chriſt 2 «wv@«45%,- it 1s the fame Verb with 
that Heb. 3. 2. 1. e; God has dignified, glori- * 
fied, honored him with the Title, and Office of / 


being the Meſias, and only Medietor.. And _ > 
what follows ? v. 37» _— when: they _ #7--. 
| this 
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ous infenits. 


What? Have we, 'indeed, crucified the Lord 


of Glorie? have we imbrewed our hands in 
his bloud, who was dignified, and honored, | 
by God the Father, with the Tzzle and office - 


of Mediator 7 Oh ! we never dreamt of 
this : What ſinful, miſcrable wretches are we; 
who have..crucified him, whom God has 
made, or. conftitmed, appointed, and glorified, 
as the only Meffiss ? This pricked, or gall 
their-confciences ſorely. Thus every where 
in the Evangels, eſpecially in that of Foby, 
when our bleffed Lord undertakes to con- 
vince the Unbelieving Fews, of their fm, in 
rejecting him, the true Meſfias, he gives ſpirit 
and force to his. Arguments, from this Medi- 
um, that he affumed not his medietorie Office 
and Dignitit of bimſelf \ but received it from 


| God the Father : So Foh.5-22, 
w Opera Chriſti noz furunt 23,3 7,43, &c. w And indeed | 
atts meritoria_ctra permifi> 5 Chritt's 'Mediatorie. Afts,. 


sf AA Tofephs albeit of themſelves they' 


The. 74. 


Kpheſ, 5.3. 


ſhould be of infinite valor, or" 
worth, would notwithſtand- 


ing be no way ' meritorious, and ſufficient to 


redeme finners, without-this Divine Defignes-' 


#70n, Conſtitution, and appointment of God' 
the Father j who lies under no obligation,- 
but what arifeth from his' own: conſtitrvion'” 
and covenant of :Grace, to accept of any fa- 
tisfaRion for ſin. Hence it is, that Chriſt's 
Sacrifice for fin, is tiled, Epheſ. 5. 2. & S4-". 
crifice. 10-*God' fat. a ſweet-ſmelling ſavor, I. & © 
as it is \adaequate' to the Divine appointment 


of 


*s 


Chriſt's Deſignation to Office. C. 5. 
this they were pricked in their heart, &c. 


. mo 


S. 1. Chriff's Deſienation to Office, 
of God the Father. For, were there not an 
exa& commenſuration or proportion, betwixt 
God 'the Father's Divine conſtitution, and 
Chriſt's performance, his Sacrifice would ne- 
ver have proved a ſweet-ſmelling ſavor to God. 
And, I think, we may be bold to afferr, that 
in al thoſe Scriptures of the Old Teſtament, 
whercin we find mention of a ſweer-ſmelin 
Sacrifice offered zo God, it muſt he underfiood 
of ms wrapt up under thoſe terrene ſha- 
dows. + | 

ſmelled a ſweet ſaver, | or a favor of rſt } 
ini Noah's Sacritice'.: Wherxeby . God's 
euhoxiez, complacence,. and ſatisfadion in the 
Sacrifice of his Son, typified by this of 
Noah, is exprefſed, For as men are recrea- 
ted and refreſhed by ſweetſmelling ſauors 3 
ſo is' God, by the Sicritice of his Son; be- 
cauſe it is accordmg'* to his own conftitytion: 


| God had bcen greatly offended by the hor- 
| rible fetor, or ſtinking ordure of fin, which | 


hat polluted the old World ; 'ay but now, 
upon Noah's offering up a Sacrifice, as'a pee 
cimen of his faith in Chriſt, typitied hereby, 
the great God is wonderfully. recreated aud 
refreſhed 3 as men are by ſweet-{melling {a- 
rors.. And it is retnarquable, that Moſes 
ſaies not, that God finelled the ſavor of the 
Holocauft,or burnt offering, mentioned, v.20. 


good works or performances, though. never 


N 2, ſweet- 


0 Gen- $. 21. it's ſaid, The Lord G 


but '4 ſavor of reft;,or complacence, ariſing. 
from” the Sacrifice of his Soft, ſhadowed 
{ Iforth thereby. There: are no Sacrifices, no 


lo Evangelick, ant refined; that ate a” 
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: ſweet-ſwelling ſavor unto God, farther- than. 
they are. pertumed by the Satzsfadion, and, 


Incenſe of Chriſt : neither would Chriſt's 

fatisfa&ion, have been ja ſweet ſavor unto, 

: God, had it. not beeri regulated by, and' 
commenſurate” to the: Divine conſtitution, 

How the By al this it. appears, of what abſolute neceſ., 
friends of fitie it is, that the friends of Chriſt, in their, 


his Divine ©Ye and regard, unto God the Father's Deg, 
conſtimuti- #ation and. appointment of ' him. Has od: 
Devgaati- ,,,4 Adam, a publick Repreſentative, or com-.: 
on in their I ( Nos Ate o Le, NON 
election of HH erſen ? © | then ! how cheartully ſhould, 
kim, his Greats ele him as (ach ? Is the worls- 
to come, the Kingdome of, Grace, by God the, 
Father put ;#Jubjetion to, his, Son, and tg. 
him alone, in:oppolition to. al. other Medig-: 


ſelf-ſufficiences ? Shal not his friends thien. 


their perſons, their Al to. his truft, an d Dif. 
?oſement £ Again, has God the Father 'put 
ſo many Seals on Chriſt, to aſſure his 


How readily then ought they to (ct choir, 
ſeal of faith. to Chriſt, to embrace and chuſe: 
him, as thus choſex of God, and build ther, 
ſouls upon him ? Laſtly, .was. Chriſt, Heb, 
3-2. AR, 2,36. Mads, i. c. conftituzed, 
dignified, adorned, and glorified, by God the, 
Father, with that glorious Tizle of Honor, 
and Office of Being Mediator between Got 
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hd 


4 b 
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Chriſt e«Je&ion of him for himſclf, have a particular, | 


onand the Father coyſi;tuted, or made Chriſt a ſe. þ 


tors, Whether Saints, or. Angels, or our own. 


er pgnd freely refigne up their ſouly,, 


friends, that he is the ohzef corner ſtone, cht-.| 
ſen of God,. and precious, as .1 Pet. 2-47 þ 


my, 
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and-Men'2 Oh then |: how ſhould: the friends 
of. Chriſt, by their. ſolemne conſideration, and 
aeceptation of him, 'as offered and delivered 
to:them by God the Father, exalt and-honor 
him. as their | conftituted, Crowned Lord: ? 
Was not: this the very. deligne of: God .the 
Father,in committing #l judgement andpower 

20 the Son. that al ſhowld honor the Sou, even _ 
#5 they. honor: the. Father, Joh. 5.22, 23+ But Joh, x. 
bath:\committed al judgement ta the Son; That IO 
al men ſhould honos the Son, :euencas they honor 
the Father :.-16.. Chriſt, by the Deſignement,; 
and" Appointment of God the Father has re> 
ceived.:an abſohete:Deminion. and: Saveraintie 
over al creatures, men-and Arigels, &c.' that 
almegn ſhould hover b7m;; with the ſame ho. 
nor. withwhich they honby the Father. /Now 
Chriſt 'is thus:hanored 3 - (1-}:By \chearfut 
acceptation: of: timi a$. our conftiticted Media- 
Joys of 290) By lively,iand daily: Admirativn 
of choſe. Divine, exceVences.\ttat::dwtl in - 
him;: [The more -we:admire the :icornpara-' 
ble-perfetions of: Chriſt, the moxe weihonor: 
hime, \(3+):By raiſed dpiritual Affeftions to-. 
wards him ::: Werthonor: them moſiwhom: 


 welpvebilit.: w(q)iBy Divine. ddoriztion-of: 


hit.” Al Divine hdnor implies} Hdoatiou:2: 

and the-more weadbre Chriſt, the: more we: 

honop,: hit. : (54)iBy+Divine:: ſubjedion' to: 

his wl«:: Qhedieychta the wil. of :our Swupe-. 
riors, 15 a great parti. dh that honor we : owe 
unto them. (6.) By Divine Satisfaion in 
Chriſt, ''a4 our choiceſt good. Heart-ſatiſ- 
fattion in Chriſt as our beſi good, is the 
” | N 3 highcf& 


go wry 


higheſt honor we can give unto-him. (- Te ) By 
Divine Imitation > We honor them greatly, 
whoſe-virtueswe imitate.:' /Thus the friends 
'of Chriſt 'muſt honor him, as their couſtityted 
Mediator. But alas ! how greatly defeliive 
are; even the friends of Chriſt, in their ele&+- 
01 of, andhonor given to him, in regard of 
this Divine conſtitmtion, Dignitie, and Offee, 

vouchſafed to Chrift, by God the Father'? 


' Certainly mueh of: the Beawtie and Glorie of 


Chriſt, as Medz2tor, does, not only. Þriny 
from, -but-aifo conſiſt in God: the Father's 
Conmiſſion;. "Or Facultie, conferred on himi 
As the Digtitie and Ghrie of 'an Ambaſſadn 


- confiſtswore'in his Commiſſion, and Autoriie 
 vouchſafedby his Prixce, than 'in his 'Porfe 


and Revinue 5 So w great part of the Dighi- 
cie and Ghorie of Chrift, 'as \Midjavor, contiſis 


in the Commiſion and Autoritie, which''y | 


vouchfafed him by God the Father: and, che 
more the-friends - of Chiifi;icye-and yegard 


this Divine Deſignement, *and-Appdintmeiit of 


God: the: Father, the more 2they elett - him 
for himſelf, and \the better * friends. vey 
make. | Yea, by fuch a eftar; moot 
fixed contemplation, and 001fider ation of Chy 
under this klorious pot aregh and Pf 
tiow of Goel the Farber, the friends of Chriſt 


| not onlyexalt and $oyor him moſt, 'bur alſo 


rooſt promete\their 'own'iluereſt, Grace, Ls 


bertie, Dignitie,ipeace,: RN we' "ny 
ſhewn gage": 1} 5 21 not 
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Chrift's Aptitude for his. Office, proves bin 
te be moſt eligible for himſelf, Job 1- 


I4, 16. 


2: A Nother Mediatorie excellexce of Chriſt Chriſt's 


Aptitude 


is his Divine Apritude, or fitnes for ny abj- 
his Office ; which is relative to God the Fa- lite, 


ther's Adaptation or qualifi- 
cation» x As in Civil Com- 
miſfions, he that gives a Fa- 
cultie or Autoritieto ad, gives 
alfo, ſo far as he-may, an Ap- 
titude, or Abilitie tor the ex- 
ecution of that Facultie and 
Commiſſion. 


given Chriſt, not only a Fa- 
cultie or Commiſſion, but alſo 
an Aptitude or Abilitie for the 
execution of his Commiſſion 


-* This holds moſt 
true here: God the Father has 


x Dyt gat : facaltatem dat, 


quantum 44 ſe tft, que ad ja- 
cultatem ſunt neceſſaria, quod 


tn materia morals intelligen- 


dum eft morali modo, Grotius 


de Jure Belli 1,3.c.22. par.2, 


This Apti-ude, is called by 


the Grecians, Suraj, pow=- 


tr, or-force, as the former 
Faiulti? is . called Sup iay 


 Anteritie's Hence that civil 


Axieme, 3s oft a1 corendum , 


Pateſt asad inprrandum, Juſtin, 


Inſtitut. 


and Office. This Aptitude or fitnes conſiſts 
in that Divine plenitude or fulnes of Grace 
and power, which is loged in Chrift, as Me- 


thator. Thus $ Joh. I, 14. And- the word \ Joh. LY. 


was made fleſh 


, and dwelt among us (and- 


L4- 


we beheld bis Glorie, the Glorie of the only 


begotren of the Father) ful of Grace and groob 
8 unt of Chriſt's 


25 Mediator. 
the immediate {pring 
| Qo 


We have here: -2 ful acco 


DrAification and Aptitude 
(t-)* We have here 
F y | 


N 4 


a 


7; Tlud notandum voce exliw iy, 
que eadem ſono & fignificats 
ft cum Hebr. fID,  alluct 
al confÞiruam Divine Man 
Jeſtatis preſetiam, que Chal-' 
deo Parahbraſte' etiam WAI 
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of Chriſt's Divine fwulnes ; and that is the 


Word Jthcarnate , expreſſed m thoſe firſt 


words, and the Word ws made fleſh : The 
Divine Word, or ſecond -perſon in the Tri- 


nitie,' by arl incffable, inconceivable Hypo- 


flatich union, eſpoulſing the human Nature, 


is the ſource and ſpring of al that Grace - 


that is loged therein, - But (2.) God the 
Father is alſo brought in as the original 
bead ſpring, and fountain of. this Divine Ple- 
itude of Grace loged in Chriſt: for Fobn 
faith : aud we beheld his glorie, the glorie off 
the ouly begotten of the Father. Though 
this glorie of Chrift may poſlibly--refer allo 
to his eternal generation, as the ſecond per- 
fon in the Trizztie 3 yet we muſt not ex> 
clude, but may fafely take in his glorie as 
Mediator, reſulting from his zucarnation 1 
in which regard he 1s'oft? called zhe Son of 
God, as Heb. 5+ 5 Thou art my Son, to day 
have I begotten thee, And that this ſenſe 
muſt be'taken in, is evident, both from 

© what precedes, and what fol: 
lows : 2 for he ſpeaks here of 


' that glorie which reſulted 
from him as ſuch, and was 


Feta, wnde - NIVIW  Grot:' apprehended by the believing 
in lec, - >" 


Fews, who had converſation 
boy with him 3 alluding, as it 
ſeems, to the Divine Shekina, or Gods glos 
rioxs. dyelling in the Temple 5 which was 
but a Type of Chriſt's. buman Natures 


This appears from that notion { dwele, 
| | among 


the  Iord Tncarnate, and of 
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among #5 | for oxlwr ſeems evidently. de- 
rived from Jaw 3 and ſoit 1s an alluſion tg 
the viſible preſence of 'the Divine Majeſtic in 
the Temple 3: which the Hebrews cal MYIQ 
the Inhabitation : and thence the Evangelif 
addes : and we beheld his glorie- This alſo 
ſeems exegetick' of: what precedes-3 and 
therefore the Chaldee Paraphrafi 15: wont to 
exprefſe the Divine Shekina by 123, which. 
Ggnities Glorie, So Rom. 9-4 the: Ark, 
which was the 2zſible ſymbel of God's. pre- 
ſence, and a particular type of Chrift,is-called 
the Glorie, beeauſe God's glorie ſhone there. 
Farther, that -Fohx ſpeaks here-of Chriſt's 
meaiatorie gexeration and glorie, ſeems alſo 
evident from | what-: follows : fl of grace 
aud truth ; That this muſt be. underſiood 
of his Mediatorie 'Plenitude 1s. evident. 
(3. ) In that it is ſaid, Chriſt 15'i'Ful of 
Grace and Truth, 'we muſt hereby. under- 
ttand al thoſe babitual graces, or: gracious 
babits and Diſpoſitions, which are: Joged in 
Chriſt's human Nature ; and by. Vurtne-of 


the Hypoſftatick union, may be - ſaid to be. 
infinite in order of Grace, though in order. 


of Being they are finite, and of the fame kind 
with our Grace, - as the + : 


y Scholes determine. Hence y Is Chrifto fuit ovatia ba- 

this plenitude or fulnes, which 9itvalzs, raque equſdem ſprcict 

is aſcribed 'to Chriſt, is not ©2145 © fait in genre 

the ful t a ]. ſuch as 4 OTE OLIN 
© fulnes © veſſe 7 fimta in penere gratia, Petre 

| Joſeph. Thef. p. 19. 
_ glorified Saints ; but-it is the ' © | 


is the fuelnes of Angels, and 


falnes of a fountain, or inexhauſtible Ocean, 


which 
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which can never be drawen drie : whene& 


it is ſaid, v. 16. and of his fuulnes have "al | 


we veceived, and Grace for Grace. Chriſt 
clothed © himſelf with human fleſh and 


bloud, that ſo he might become an zxfinite 


maſſe, 'and boundleſſe Sex of IMfeble, ſpeaks 
ing, breathing, weeping, bleeding, living, dy- 
ing Grace. Al the glorified Saints and An- 
gels are but living monuments, and ever-liv« 
ing Tenants of this Free-Grace : This Grace 
of Chriſt pexfiemerh Heaven and Earth. Al 
that Grace which God doth, or can put forth 
for the {alvation of ſinners, 1s laid up in, 
and exhibited by Chrift : He has broad and 
firong ſpoulders, which' can bear to Heaven, 
the moſt heavie lumps of Hel. There is 
more force and ommipotence/ in Chriſt's i#- 
firmitieand ſufferings, than in al the firength, 
and efficacze of  menand Angels : There is 
more life m (Chriſt's death, more riches in 


. his povertie, more viftorie in his haxgi 


on the Crofle,: than in al the world befades, 
Yea, Chrift's very ſighs, tears, ſweat, ſtripes, 
thirſt, reproches, and faintiugs have a ſove- 
rain efficacie in them, tor the procuring, and 
cottferring Grace on his. Redeemed ones: 


Thence, we receive of Chrif®s fulnes, Grace 
for Grace : 4. e, look as the child 'xecewerh 


from his parent limb far limb, member for 
member 3 'or as the Sons of Adam receive 
al of his fulnes fin for fin, Inſt for Iuft ; (6 


Chriſt's regenerated ſons receive. of his fwl- 
. nes, Grace for Grace - There is not ay 
Grace in the- heart of Chriſt, but -his 


members 


Chriſt's Aptitude for his office.C.y, 
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"members have an Impartment, and Reſſem- 
.blaxce thereof. Now this infinite plenitude 
, of Grace in Chriſt, 'which renders him (6 
glorious, procedes originally fromthe eleQi- 
on of God the Father. - For al the Treaſures 
th Grace are originally loged- in the ſoverghe 
ou? nyo + heart of ' God the Father, 
[ove as eletied arid ordained) Chriſt as me- 
diathy ; through whom al are tobe” con- 
veighed'to-the ele&.' This ought greatly to 
be 'remarqued,'or heeded by 'the' friends 'of 
Chriſt, that, albeit the Divize eſſence, and 
ſerain wil of : God be the Original fonn- Al Grace 
:4in of al Grace, 'yet he has "determined, pallet 
that not one drop of this Grace ſhal- be de od 
rived unto finters, 'but through Chrift as Chriſt, as 
mediator, This is the great myſterie of 2" infinite 
the: Goſpel, the igreat wonder of! Heaven ey —_ 
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Earth, 'that 'eHe blefſel God; who'is'the 
fountain of 'a1\'Grack, ſhould Þ far con» 
deſcend to'iſmners; 29to aſſure buman Ne 
are, and * make It 2 \receptache” altthvebjcle 
to conveigh al' l Grace unto 'theth.-! Andoh4 


_ what'ans Atiedls of Grace" is mi: 


loged in -C eaſt þ What admirable bly 
of Grace, and 'Glorit doth” this moſi"+ pry 
tifut Roſe of Sharew' daily ſend forth ? How 
doth--every leaf'of this' Tree - of tife ſerve 
for the bealing of the Nations. What ever- 
living Springs 6 Seas, Flouds, and Rivers of 
Grace have, | for almoſt fixe thouſand years, 
flowed from” this © Frente of life and 
Geacg 2 Suppoſe the Sun to be multiplied 
unto wears bran ant? Suns 3 and thoſe 
fHed 


OI 


188 Chrift a infinite fountain of Grace. C.7, 
filled with-infinite meſures of light and heat: | 
yet al theſe would be;,nothing, in compari» | 


ſon of - thoſe +#ufixite Treaſures of Grace: that 
are in Chriſt... Yea, ſuppoſe- al ithe eledh, 
Angels and -Men, to. have. exiſted from al 
<ternitie, {which js yet impoſſible) and.e- 
ceived owt. of : Chriſt fulnes, Grace for Grace; 
yet, natwithfjanding ſuch an- eternal efllixe 
or- iſſue of; Grace, (Chrilt would neyext be 
exhauſted, ox wearie of giving forth Grace: 
For, as Chrit;cannever ceafe to be Chrilz 
ſo he cannever ceaſe to be ; an» eternal, infir 
nite, overflowing Occan. of houndleſſe Graca 
And, /as:- this, Grace of Chaiſiiis infinite m4 
felf >, fo alſp.in.the manner of. its emaratiun 
It is.jnfinitely- free, efficaciegs, 'and ſoverains 
Doth net: this, Grace. oft durpriſe- the” moſt 
_ graceleſſe.; perſons? Didi at not -transforme' 
Saml, ;:2 hlack-monutbed..: Blaſphemer, and 


bludie. .Perſecutor, into; a. St, Paul ?. How, | 


many ugly lumps of Hel, has: this foverain 
Grace, of Chrili transformed into} a beauti= 
fut Heaven; Yea, what. .is. Heaven but an 
houſe: filled; with ftanding Miracles, and las 
ing - Minyments of this. Grace: ? Should 
Chrifi ſtrip-,glorified Saints, of his: Fervels 
and ornaments. of Grace, what would. re 
main but poor, #aked; Nature 4:furely: there 


is as much Grace.ſpent in 'Heayen,7,as: on! - 


carth.z yea,;the more Glerje, the more Graves 
Saints in Heaven are; as:poor and raked; 
without Chriſt, as we So iufinite, and vfeu- 
#:a] are. our obligations tg'Chriff.- --;.c. ;:;:/ 
In ſhort, God the Father haying Treaſoncs 
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tent to have chem Suhge to a1 etcrnitie, with- 
in his own heart and bowels ; but found 
out this admirable way, (ſo far above Na- 
tare) of rich and- condefcendent- Love and 
Grace, for the conveighing of his Grace 
through his Son 3xcarnate, or God-man who 
is a5 an Univerſal, living Glaſſe,. on. which 
al the Beams . of Divine Grace immediately 
ſhine 3 and from whence they are reflected 
unto, the hearts of ſinners, for the illumi- 
1 ting, animating, and transforming of them, 
asS2 Cor. 3. 18. of. which more anon. z We X Wicther” 
ſhal.not enter on that Schole-D3 xteWhetber —_ 
this Graee of Cbrift, after its firſt Infuſion into received _ 
the human Nature, . received any jntenfiow or any Aug- 
Augmentation ?, but content our ſelves with mentation? 
the received commun, Perſuaſion (not only \ _— 
of Proteſtants , but alſo of. the Popiſh aa, 
Sole a That the: Grace of Chritt, albeit it a Hec Gra- 
received gradual Pxpenſion as to freſh objeds _ Chriſt 
and Aar, (in which regard Chriſt 1s ſaid ro _— 
grow in Grace, &c.) yet it received not any you pathirs : 
gradual intenfion, or Augmentation, as to the abſolut ra- 
principles or habits thereof 3 but was, at the 7 pom, 
tirſt moment of the Hypoſtatick Union, per- = mw _. 
fe, not abſolutely, (for ſo only God is per- 4at 
feQ) but ſo far aSit was, according to God?s 
Divine ordination, requiſite for the Human 
Natyre to be inveſted with Grace, in order to 
Chriſt's being a perfe&? mediator Thus we have 
ſhewn how Chriſt, as Mediator, was, by God 
the { FaRFEs made the Receptacle, or vo 
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of al Grace to be conveighed to the Elec 3. | - 
which indeed renders him, ſurpaſſing ghori-. " 


ous and eligible for himſelf: 


—_— 
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How al Divine perfeFions del" in Chriſt, the i 
ton ale FTrage, olapo oh 


How the UT yet to penetrate, or dive more 
— tie and cy into this great Evangelick, My- 
Pette&ions ſerie, arid wonder of Angels and men 3 we: 


dwelin are to conſider, how that, not only 'the' 
Chriſtas Grace of God, in a Divine plenitude, (ac-. 
Mediator ? cording to moral eſtimation Fufinite J 'wag" 
communicated to the hyrnan nature of Chriſt, 
but alſo the whole Deirie'' and al the Divine” 
' Attributes, © perfeFions, and excellences. of. 
God, by virtue of the Hypoſtatick Union, 
dwel therein, which renders Chriſt: as Me- 
diator , Infinitely Glorious and delirable for” 
See An/. himſelf. For Chriſt, the ſecond Perſon. of * 
Frau. the Trinitie, although he has but one ſub- 
Thes!. 1x, Fe Trinitie, although he has but one ſu 
c.19. - ſiſtence, yet has he a double manner of ſub-_ 
fiſting 3 one in the Divine Natere from cter- , 
nitie 3 the other in the Human Nature upon ; 
his Incarnation, which latter manner of ſub-- 
liſting agrees to the Son of God, by reaſon. 
of the Union which he has with the Hyu- . 
man Nature, "aſſumed. by, and inſcparably . 
. ſubfiſting m the Divine Perſon 3 yet without | þ;, 
any commixtion Or confuſion of the Deite in 
2M Chrif}, 


IJ 


18.3: 4 Divine perfettions in Chrifl, gl 
Chrift, with the Humanitie, or of the Hy- 


manitie with the Deitie. So Mat. 1. 23. 


Emmanuel, God with ws : and 
Fob. 1.14. b Hence follows 
|} a communication of proprie- 

ties, fo that whatfoever be- 
longs to either Natare may 
be attributed to, and - predi- 
cated of the Divine Perſon. 
Thus he who 1s the eternal 
ſon of God, is ſaid to be 


borne in time : he who was. 


the Creator of al the World, 
becomes a creature : he who 


b Ex bac wnione ſequitur pers 
ſonalis communicatio proprie- 
tatun que non et reals 
transfuſio, ſed eft communis 
vel con:rur[us ad taſdem ope- 
rationt Rr Hine fit quod om- 
ns Attions &Paſſiones Cbri- 
fts 1iferuntivr proprie ad tjus 
perſonan, tanquam ad termi- 
aum eorum proprinmm, Amel. 
Medul. Theol, 1. 2. c. 17. 
Thef. 2x. 232. \ 


was David*s Lord, becomes a fon of Dauid, 
as Lwk. 20. 44. which puzled al the Jew- 
iſh Doors 3; he who was the immortal 
| Lord, dies on the Crofle, 1 Cor. 2. 8. Al this 
is faid of the Divine perſon, though not of 
the Divine Nature. And oh ! what a wox- 
der of wonders is here, that the Divine 
and Hxman Nature, which were at ſuch an 
infinite diſtance, ſhould be reconciled in 
'Emmanxel, God with us ? What ? Does the ; 
'{ame perfon who is God, become man; 
yea, God and man bypoſtatically united ? Is 
our Emmanuel, as verily God as man; and 
as verily man as God? Oh ! what a great 
myſterie of Godlines is this, God manifeſted in 
the fleſh, 1 Tim. 3.16 ? How much does 
this our Emmanuel deſerve to be Elected 


for himſelf ? 


Hence it is faid, Coloſ. 2. 9. For in C9, 3.9. 
him dwelleth al the fulnes of the Gadbead © 


bodily : 


, 


- wrote; oo. a4 4.489 © 


Ewualitas, 1:t. artad gs, c 
#t]:x35, Occumen. in'loc. 
V. T. Dews :n Tempio Hiero- 
fol. Et fuper Acca ?wederas in 
propitiatorio habitabat, . "ſed 
tantwnmodo TOUw#ihas * at 
poſt quam rent pleattudo 
remporss toto jlenitutudo Dei- 
tatss, nor TURING, ſed ow- 
iazlinos, ver? modo eminen- 
riſſemo., & perſonaliter, in 
Ohriſti 1atura bumana %inhabi= 
rat, Glafl. Philolog. S, 
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bodily, Taped; 6 l-Co ( Is) Re. 

ly, in oppoſitzon to al Typez 
and DEE . .The God. 
head dwelt alſo in the Tem- 


ple at Feryſalem, but it was 


only a3 in a Type of Chriſt's 
human, and Myſtick bodie, 


x 


Sov. 17: the Ceremonial riteg | - 


are called ſhadows of things to 
come, but the bodie is of Chriſt; 
1- c. Chriſt .15 -the truth and 


ſubſtance, of al thoſe Cere- 


monial Types : Thus alſo, Joh. 1. 14+ ful .of 


Grace and Trath ; and Joh. 4. 24+ in Spirit 
and in Truth,: where truth ſeems tobe op. 
poſed to the ceremonial- Shadows and Types. 
(2+) Bodily, i. e. Eſſentially and Subſtanti. 
ally, in. oppoſition to men, or Angels. Thugs 


the Greek 9sue 15 uſed to lignihe eſſence, | 


ateording to the notion of TAYy, which is 
uſed for eſſence, as wel as bodie. 


the human bodie of Chriſt in a far more 
eſſential, ſubftantial, and: glorions manner ; 
the Saints are not Godded, or made efſenti- 
ally and ſubſtantially one with God ; neither. 


arc they efpouled, and maried to God, by. 
an hypoftatick Union, as the Human Nature; 
of Chriſt is. Whence (3.)) By Bodily, wet | 
may underſtand perſonally : For ſo frequent-+; 


ly, both in ſacred and: Profane Authors, 
Bogie | ſignifies a Perſon, 
vil ES ne, Rome 


*T15 erue,, : 
the Deitic dwels eſſentially in every creature,, 
in ſome regard 3 and graciouſly in the Saints, 
Chriſt's myftick, bodie » ay but, he dwels in; 
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Rom. 12, 1- imports perſons. Then he ſaics, 


that al the plenitude of the Deirze | dwelleth ]. 


This ſeems to be an alluſion to the Divine 
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Shekinab, or Tnhabitation of the Deitie, before - 


mentioned, Foh. 1. 14+ Look as God once 
had a vifible, glorious reſidence in the Holy of 
Holes, as in a Type of Chriſt's human na- 


. ture, fo he now dwelleth in the Antitype, 


really, eſſentially, and perſonally : For, al the 


' falnes of the Deitic -dwelleth in Chriſt's 


human Nature, not only eſſextially, but alſo 
perſonally, by virtuc of the Hypoſtatick Union. 
And oh ! what a gloyjous and admirable 
MyKeric is thus, that Hay:an Nature ſhould 
be extended, and elevaredto ſuch a raiſed ca- 
pacitie, and glorious dignitie, as to be, by an 
Hypoſtatick, , perſonal union, eſpouſed to the 
Son of God, and fo become a Temple, wherc- 
in al the plenituderof the Dentie dwels really, 
eſſentially, and perſonally ? What ? doth the 
fulnes ofthe Deitic ſo far condeſcend. as to 
come down, and dwel bodily, or perſonally, in 
Human Nature ? Is it poſlible that there 
ſhould be ſuch a Name, and Thing as God- 
man ? Oh ! what an incffable, incompre- 
henfable,unparalled Name, and Thing is this? 


'Whart a glorious miracle, what an aftoniſh- 


ing wonder is Emmanuel, God with us, Mat. 
I, 23? Who can declare his generation 2? 


May not we cenclude, with Auguſtin, that 


our Emmanuel was the Angel, that faid unto 
Manoab, Judg. 13. 18. Why ackeſt thou after 
my name, ſeing is is ſecret ? or admirable, 
wonderful. Is not every Join, yea onle.es 
5 


Mat, I. 23» 
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this name Emmanuel, God with zs, Or God 
dwelling bodily in Human Nature, beyond al 


meſure, wonderful? Oh ! what infinite woy- | 


ders of condeſcendent Iove, what tranſcen- 
dent riches of Free-Grace, are wrapt up in 
this one Name Emmanuel ? How could poor 
mortals, yea ſinners, whole eyes are fo weak 


and dim, have ever hoped to behold the | 
dazling luſtre, and ſhining glories of the In- - 


finite Deztie, had he not thus vouchſafed 
to come down, and dwel bodzlie in human 
Nature ? Are our bodily eyes fo dim and 
weak, as that they Eannot, in a dire@? line, 


| behold the Sun in it Noon-day- Glorie, and 


brightnes, but muft wait for ſome reflexe 
Image in a Baſon of water, or fome ſuch 


glafle ? how impoſſible then is it, for a. 


created underſtanding, fo much enfeebled by 
| fimful dift;llations, and hamors, to contems 


plate the' glorious, and dazling. Deitze, | 
ſhould he not refle& the beams, and luſtre ' 


of 'his ſhining Majeſtic, on the Glaſſe of 
EmmanuePs human Nature ? Does not al 


this render Chriſt, God-man, infinitely eligible | 


for himſelf, ſeing al the fulnes of the God- 
bead dwels'in him bodily, really, eſſentially, 


perſonally ? Surely, if al the beams of the 


Fathers Jove, Grace, and Glorie centre in the 
buman Nature of Chriſt, and ate from 


him refic&ed' on his friends, wel may they | 
eleG him- for himſelf : defervedly is he the | 


p of their contemplation, ' admiration; 
&doration,'and Fraition to al Eternitie. O'! 
how ſkould the friends of Chriſt txdie, gaze: 


on, 
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on, and raviſh their hearts with ſo amiable, 
and glorious a friend, .in whom dwels al 
the fulnes of the God-head budily ? What an' 
excellent, cxrious, rare piece of work is this 
human Nature of Chriſt, formed and framed 


by the Spirit of God, Lk. 
I-35 ? 3 How far does it 

| out-ſhine the Nature of 4dam, 
_ even in his Innocent ftate ? 


What a noble Fabrick is the 


human bodie of Chriſt, which 
was framed, and ſan#ified by 


the overſhadowing power of 


the moſt High ? Ot what a 


| 4 Give me leave te think, 


thac there was more of God 
in the hnman Nature of 
Chriſt, as Nature 1s a veſſel 
coming out of 'the Paxters 


houſe, than ever was in 


Adan created according to 
Gods Images Ruthtrfurd's 
Chrift's Dying, $&c. þ. 5. 


' glorious make is Chriſt's haman - ſol, which 


was {o curiouſly framed, adorned, and beau- 
tifed with ſuch an infinite maſſe of pure 
Grace ? In ſum ; what a glorious Temple 


| muſt Chriſt's Human Nature needs be, 


bodily ? - 
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wherein the plenirude of the Deitie dwels 
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Chriſt the Splendor © Cz, 


SECT. 4: 


The Fxplication of Heb. 1. 3. Who being 
- the brightnes of this Glorie, and expreſſc 
Image of his Perſon, &. - 


| E find another excellent Characer 
| of Chriſt's Mediatorie perfe#on, as 
relative to God the Father, in Heb. 1.3. 
Who being the brightnes of his Glorie, aud ex 
preſſe Image of bis Perſon, &c. Oh! whatan 
admirable Deſcription is here ? how weigh | 
ty, and wonderful is every word hereof? 

Fas (1+) Who being #he Brightnes: 


k *Avalyarue, Effulgn- Andoyarue, k the Effulgenct, 
te, relueenzins Greg. A» Splendor, Luftre or ſhining 


_—_— fBlridus, lutiadns, 


brightues. Some take it to 
be a figurative terme, bor- 
rowed from ' luminow » or | lightſome 
bodies, which continually - caſt forth 
their rayes, thereby to' fignifie, that the 
Sox of God, procedes from the Eſſence of 
the Father, and 1s inſeparably the ſame 
with - him, dwelling in his inacceſſible Glo» 
ric, 'and manifeſting,the ſame to the World. 
The word, 'in' its primary notation, ſigni 
fies the plendor,- or ' bright Inftre of the 
S*1.,*in its Noon-tide Glorie, cither diredl, 
or  reflexe, as it appears im: a clear glafſe, 
Hence the Verb, whence it is __— 
TOTS TR” derived; 


Aa 
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S. 4. of Gods Glorie, 


derived, fignifies 1zhe Sun's 
irradiating, and illuminating, 
- the World ; and the original 
root 15 ſometimes . uſed,. to 
ſignifie the plexdor of the Sun, 
as it cauſeth Day. A learned 
Critick makes dTavyaoue 
here, to figniſie the reflexiox 
of the Divine Majeſtie, ſuch 
as 1s the parclixs, or reflexe 
Image of the Sun, on an op- 
polite Cloud. Chriſt is in- 


deed a Divine parelius of God, 
© ther ( faith Rutherford on this Text ) is as 
| *it were al Sun, and al pearle 3 the Son 


in "Auth. 
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| Yogr@ nod wey 7aop av> 
-pdcors Naz. in Orat, Ge 
Paſch. | Es : 

'AuyJ nais accipitar eti- 
4n pro Dit, ut apud Nicand. 
3n Ther. 'See more Hen. Stepl® 

ATavyAoud, Rifnigen-: 
tia ; quomodo T4dins & ſoit 
refplendet : unde won n#lls dex, 
radiationem vertunt. Bitius in 
locum. | 


< The Fa- 


© Chriſt is the ſubſtantial rayes, light-ſhining, 
<the eternal, and effential irradiation of this 
« Sun of Gloric. The Sun's Glorie is mani- 
c feſted to the World, in the light and beams 
« that it ſends out to the Word ; and if the 


s.Sun ſhould keep its beams and light within 
<its bodie, we ſhould ſee nothing of the. 
« Sun's Beautie and glorie, No man, ng 
« Angel, could'ſce any thing of God, if God 
$ had not had a con-ſubſianrial Son, begottem 
* of himſelf, by an cternal generation. ; but. 
© Chriſt is the beams, and Splendor, the cons, 
(ſubſtantial ſhining, of God 3 and as God 
© incarnate, he reveles the excellence, Glorie, 
*and Beautie of God : Fhus he. This, 
«navyarua, Splendor, or Brightnes of this © 
Glorie, may come under a double contideras, 
tion: (1.) It may be conſidered inregard 


© 3 


| of the Father, whence, by ay incffable 


Gene» 


O»>je&um 
Nimis Cx- 
cellens |z- 


dit ſeanlo- 
riva, 


+ $3 SL 
Rt 


Chriſt the Splendor C. 7: 


Generation, Tt eternally ſhone as light from 


+ light: ſo much the force of the prepoſition 
here affixed doth indicate : And look as 


the fplendor of the Sun, alwayes attends the. 
Sun, and cannot be plucked from it : $6 


Chriſt, the ſhining _fplendor of God the Fa- 


ther, 1s co-eternal to him, and cannot be 
ſeparated from him. (2.) A ſecond con- 
{ideration of this ſhining ſplendor is in te- 


.gard of men, and the manifeſtation which 


the Father gives thereof 'by his Son. 
Chriſt, the Splendor of his Father's Glorie, 
was ſent by him into this world,. to become 


incarnate, - that ſo, in and by his human 


Nature, as an inſtrument, he might il mi- 


nate, vivificate, and transforme the Ele& 


mto the glorious Image of God, Thus 
Chriſt 15 the' ſplendor, or ſhining luftre of 
his Father's Glorze. God the Father is in 
himſelf a light inacceſfible, and ful of Gle- 
yrie, 1 Tim. 6. 16. dwelling in the light, 
which no man can approche unts, whom- us 
man hath ſeen, nor can ſee : 1. e, God is 
1m himſelf 7-;{ble, too. bright, and dagling 
an objeft tor the ſinners poor weak eye, to 
gaze on. Ay but now in Chrift, who. is 
the ſplender, or ſhining brightnes of the 
Father*s Glorie, the Inviſible God becomes vis 
fible to an eye of faith here, and to a 
glorified eye in Heaven. As the Sun, take 
it in its 2200n-day glorie, if you ſtand gazing 
on its ſhining luſtre and brightncs, in' a d& | 
ref} viſion, you*l ſoon'tind it too bright, and | 
daxling on objedf for your weak eye _ 


LS. 4. of God's Glorze. 


when there is a reflexe image of its luftre, 
and ſhining 'brightnes on a watery cloud, 
which they cal parelizs, and ſeems another 
Sun, (more agreable to our weak eye, than 
the Sun it felt ) then you may ftand gazing 
on that ſecond Sun, or the reflexe luſtre, 


= 


and" brightnes of the Sun, as long as yuu 
pleaſe, without damage to | 

your eyes : m juſt ſo it iS m Deus ip/e procul abſcondj= 
here; the Divine Eſſence or — = yo _ 
WY wh, 4 cien Chrifi 6 is 

og and ples ay mad be Prat 

| ungenmtumn depoſuit, ut. in 48 

objeF tor poor mortals to patefaceret 7 ut ipja' bonorum 

contemplate : ſhould he = ET exprim.ret ves 

in his ful brightnes, with im- 7 00 ſue Iam, 

pri ot dirif beams, on the Cay. Lnſtit. 39k 20G: 

Glaſſe of our weak under- | - 

fandings, alas ! how ſoon ſhould we be 

ſcorched and ſhrieveld to nothing ? how 

would our minds be quite ſwallowed .up ? 

Ay but now this Divixe ſplendor, and ſhinin 

liiftre of the Father's glorie being reflece 

from the glaſſe of Chriſt's human Nature, 

| ſo it becomes very viſible, and agreable to 

b a ſanfiified eye of faith. Oh ! what a glo- 
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x rious bleſſed Parelius, or image of God the 
x Father's Shining brightnes, and glorie, is 
R, Chrift ? What a beauritul, pleaſing glaſſe is he, 
7 from whom al the bright beams, and ſhining 


luftre of God the Father's Glorie, is, by 
y means of the Goſpel, (which is a ſecond 
D Glafſe ) refleged to the Glaſſe of our un- 
f underſtandings ? what a ſweet, ard glori-. 

on contemplation is here for the friends. of 
| TY O 4 Chuik ? 
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Pſal. 18. 


9, I. 


__ - 


Chriſt? how ſhould they ſtand, with opex 
faces, alwaies, by a fixedeye of faith, gazing 
on the bright Shine, or ſhining brightnes of 
the Divine Glorie, refle&ed from Chriſt, 
(that Parelius, or original Glaſſe)) in and. by 


the Goſpel-glaſſe, to the lzving glaſſe of their *' 


renewed 'underſtandings, as 2 Core 3+. 18 ? 


"The Divine Eſſence, though he be in himſelf, 
| and to the Glaſſe of his own underſtanding, 


al light, and therefore is called in Scripture 


the fountain of light , yet, in regard of | 


poor mortals, he is a light inacceſſible, and 
therefore he is deſcribed, Pſal. 18. 9. with 
darknes under his feet , and v. 11. He made 
darknes his ſecret place, 8c. to denote, that 
albeit he were al light in himſelf, yet, as 
to fallen, finfu} man, he is al darknes, or al- 


"I _ _ ” together wninteligible, out of | 
2 Chriſt is the ſhining Chrift. 
brightnes of the Glorie of 
bis Father * 3.7. the perſon 
in- tbe Deitie, by whom on- 


4 The Deitie indeed 
is fo deep a myſterie, and (0 


ly the ererna] wiſdome ef fleſh and blood, as that, had he 
God could imprefle bis ot youchſafed to depofite the 


Majeflie upon, any Crea- 
ture * neither 'was it ever 


luſtre of bus glorie, in the only 


poſſible thar any Creature begotten Son Tmmanuel, and 
ſhould ſkew forth the through the veil of his fleſh, 


jromuce of God, but enly' <0 beam forth ſame rayes of 
y the perſon of the Son. 


Dering on Heb. 1. 10. 


his glorie, on-poor ſinful ws ; 


che leaſt glimpſe of this ſhining brightmes ? 


*Ts this day-ftar that mult. arife and con- + 

duct benighted ſinners, thoſe who loge in 

the Region of darknes, unto the fight, and 

fruition of the Father of ' Lights not 
: ; oh. 


Chirſt the Splendor C. 7. ; 


greatly remote from finful 


Who could ever hope to have 


S. 4. of God's Glerie, 
Joh. 14+ 7- If 'yow bad kyown me, you ſhould 
henceforth ye know bim, and have ſeen him : 
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Joh. 14. | 


bave known the Father likewiſe : and from 72 ©, 9. | 
| 


j. e. in Me, who am the 


brightnes of bis Glorie. o The © aneydous wot ſolu 


| Shs radios ſienificat, ed & ema- 
Father, who is in himſelf aathicer ac proc 


inviſible, aud i#naccefible, be- ;,,;, proprictes filil, qui 4 } : 


comes acceſſible, and viſible tO parre procedit ac gignit, in- 
Faith. Philip ignorantly de- finut. Occolamp. in Heb. 


mands, v. 8. Lord, ſhew ws * 3: 
the Father, and it ſufficeth ws. | 
Our Lord replies, with a rebuke, v. 9. Have 
] been ſo long time with you, and yet knaw- 
eft thou not me, &c? As if he had ſaid : Why, 
this ſeems ſtrange, and a ſymtome of great 
Ignorance, that I ſhould have been ſo. long 
with you, and yet al this while thou haſt 
not known the Father. Surely, if thou hadſt 
known me, thou hadſt known the Father 
alſo : for he that hath ſeen me, hath ſeen 
the Father 3 the 'brightnes of whoſe Glo- 
rie ſhines in me. Thus we ſee how Chriſt 
is the falgor, plender, and Iuftre or ſhining 
brightnes of God the Father. | / 
(2) Let us a little examine the following 
notion | Gloric | Chriſt, as God-man, is not 
only the Brightmes of God the Father, but the 
Brightnes of his Glorie. Glorie imports theſe 
ſeverals: (1) A ſuperlative Excellence : For 


REF nd a $f Ee 
0" 0 hy a HE? 7 


q Jot3s, 
of his Glo- 


rie. 


See Sibs on 


nothing 1s gloriows but what is, in ſome \ c4r.3. 12, 
high degree, excellent : (2.) A bright mani- p Jia 
feſtation, or ſhining evidence : þ For nothing v*# #- 


um que 


abundans & copioſa lux oft, in qua divinitas apparuit wel ttiem 


eln;uftige quid, Occelamp, in Heb, 1+ 3; ; 
/ ; 16 


<©2 


Chrift the Splehdor OC. 7, 


3s glorious, as to us, (though' it be exceh 
lent) wnleſſe it be manifeſted to be ſuch} 
hence the ſhining light of the Sun, is ſaid 
to be glorious, becaufe it brings with it the 
glorie of the Sun, and manifeſts the ſame, 


by darting forth its rayes, which run intg | 
our eyes. (3.) Glorie .is fo viforiozs, and 


convictive, as that, uſually, it has a commuy 
zogne, and approbation of others z or elſe it 
loſeth the end of its 'manifeftation. Thus 
the gloricus beams, and ſhines of the Sun are 
univerſally approved by al that have eyes to 
ſee it : whence other things and Perſons, 
that pretend to glorie, borrow their Titles 

of honor from the glurious light 


n Auguſtus comes from of the Sun z fo n Auguſtus, 
Sek hom ab Fluftris, clarus, Ge. Now il 
ny (MOM #*e'®> theſe Attributes of Glorie are, 


and this frem 14x, or {Keo, 


1 ſhine. 


The ſeye- 
ral The- 
atres of 
God's 
Glo: 


cable to the' Glorie of God; 
which is the ſplendor, luſtre, or ſhine of al 
God's tranſcendent Attributes,ana excellexces, 
and fo carries with it the molt ſuperlative 
excellence, the moſt convifive evidence, and 


_ the moſt wiformus approbation, of al (ach 


as have a ſandified, renewed eye to behold 
it. . Such' is the Glorie of God, whereef 
Chrilt, as God-man, is {aid to be the ſhining 
brightnes. *Tis true, the Glorie of God has 
many Theatres and Stages, whereon it ads, 
and difplayeth it ſelf : there.is much of the 


Glorie of God*s Wiſd;me, Power, and Good- | 


nes (ſhines on the Theatre of the viſible 
World, as Rom. 1-20. But there 15 more 


in the higheſt degree, appli- | 


of 


$. 4. of God AEDoric. 


of his Glorie diſcovers it {elf on the Theatre 
of the. Gofpel, and Goſpel-Ordinances : Here 
ſhines the glorie of his Grace, and its foul- 
pleating þ Pts : but yet there is a 
orcater zmpreſſe, and manifeſta%iou of God's 
Glorie on the Theatre of the New Creature, 


« 
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Or renewed ſoul > o Where 
ſhines the Divine Nature, or 
Image of God : and yet far- 
ther, there 15 an higher ma- 
nifeſtation of the Divine Gly- 
rie, on the Theatre. of the 
Celeftial W.rld, of Glrified 


0 [f a man look on the Crea- 
turcs he ſecs there God's 
Veſligia or footſteps of 
power, @c. If on the Saints 
and Ange's, God?s Image of 
aoclines ; if on Chriſt, there' 
God himſelf, 2 Cor. &. 45 
5, 6. She bird, Parable of 


Saints and Angels 3 where the Fires. fol. 56. 


ſhines Grace triumphant, and 

vidorious, In noon-day glorie, without the 
lealt ſpotz where allo thoſe glorified ſpirits 
are clothed with their beſt robes, of immedi- 
ate, dired, intuitive Viſion of the Bleſſed 
Deitie, as he 14, face to face. But yet al theſe 
ſeveral aſcents, and raiſures of created Glo- 


'r3e, come infinitely ſhort of that ſhining 


G 


Brightnes of the Father's Glorie, which ma- 
nifefts 1t ſe]lf on the Theatre of our Emmas- 
nel, the only begotten Son of God. But 
I hal wind up this part of Chriſt's, charager, 
with that excellent Annotation of Judicious 
Deering,. on theſe words, Heb. 1. 3. Jbes 
being the Brightnes of his Glory. * This Title is 
© abſolutely given him as eſſential to the Son 
© of God, not. only before us, but before his 
© Father alſo; that as al the Propertics of 
© the Ged-hcead have their Being in the per- 
* {on of the Father 3 ſo the brightnes, and 

We _ *©beautie 


204 Chriſt the Splendor C.7. 
< beautic of them,is in the perſon of the Son; 
< and fo this name was proper to him before 
© the world was made; noting, © that eter- 
© nally he was of the Father, ſo Fobn 1. 1. 
< Touching us, he is called the brightnes of 
* bs Father's Glorie, many walcs 5 as 
© ( 1. ) Becauſe in our Nature he ſhewed 
«© forth the lively countenance of his Father, 
* in al fulnes of Grace and truth, Foh. 1. 14- 
*and (2.) Becauſe in, the. power of his 

© Word, he wrought mightily in al crea- 

< tures, Foh. 5. 30. (3+) And again St- Paul 

* calleth him, 2 Cor.3-18. the Image (which 

< 1s the ſhining brightnes ) of God, in re- 

< ſpe& of the clear manifeſtation of the Go-' 

© ſpel, in which he hath ſet out foe glorious a 

* light of the power of God to fave fim- 

*ners. So he 'is to us the Brightnes ' of 

* glorie, becauſe many waics he ſhewed 

< torth the Glotie of God his Father unto us, 

*as Foh. 1. 18. Thus he. How the bright- 

R nes of al God's glorious Attributes, ſhine 

in Chriſt as Emmanuel, we ſhal, God 

willing, ſhew in what follows, on 2 Cor: 
4+ 6. Now, doth not this effulgence, ſplen-- 

dor, luſtre or Brightnes of the Father's Glo» 

rze, which ſhines in Chriſt, render him infi- 

nitely eligible for himſclt ? How much 

doth this ſubſtantial reflefion of the Fa- 

ther*s brightnes, and gloric tranſcend thoſe 

accidental refledions of the Father's Glo- 

rie in gloritied Saints and Angels ? Sce 
Dr. Owen , his Explication of this 

Fext. T0; 
(3-) We 


S* 


&. 4, Chriſt the CharaGer of God. 
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3.) We come now to the latter part Heb. 7.3. 


4 
of Chriſts CharaQer, Heb. 1. 3. and ex- 
xX«gax]ng, Cha- 


preſſe Image of his perſon, p 
rafter : which, in its firſt #0- 
tation, imports a mote im- 
preſſed, inſcribed, or engraven. 
Thence *tis uſed to lignitie 
the ftampes, or impreſſes of 
Letters on Tables, or of a 
Seal on Waxe : Whence alſo 
it ſignifies an Effigies, Figure, 
or Image. Hence laftly, it 1s 
ſome times taken. for a De- 
ſeription, whereby a thing is 
deſcribed, as it were by a note, 
or marque impreſt on it ; 
which diſtinguiſheth it from 
al things elſe. In al theſe 
regards, Chriſt, as God-man, 


Expreſſe 
Image. ; 


Pp yapaxlnge, nota impreſſa,- 
vel n fre aut inſorita < 
unde yagax\ipa $#1famwvy 
jaem quod gnuaivew, cpud 
Ariſt. pol. |. tr. c. 6. 

Irde de not\s  Littrarum tas 
belle Inſcrivtts, Item figwa, 
effieies, Imaco. Item, Deſcri- 
ptio, qua diſcribitur alique v!s 
veluth ex no'4 ts imprefſſa 2 
cettry rcbus can diſtineuends. 
Cicero in Top, Vide Hen. 
Steph. Theſaur. Grzc. 

X; Xdgaxing] alia' con 
paratio a ſirvlio annuls cujus 
forma cite imvrimtur, Gro- 
tws1n 1. 


- 


may be ſaid to be the charaffer of þis Fa- 


ther*s Perſon. 


(1.) Are not al the letters, 


yea, every tittle of God the Fathers eſſential 
perfeFions inſcribed, and' engraven in moſt 
glorieus, and legible charaQers, on our Em- | 
manuel ? (2. ) Is not Chriſt, the only be-- - 

gotten Son of God, the ſubſtantial Type, 

Stamp, or Impreſſe of God the Father's Per- 


ſonal, and Eſſential Glorie ? (3.) Yea, isnot 

Chriſt, as God-men, the eſſential Effigies, Fi- 

gure, and Image of God the Father ? And, 

(4+) Is not Chriſt alſo the Divine Ford, or an 

eſſential Deſcription of God the Father, 

whereby he'is infinitely diſtinguiſhed from _, 

al things clſe ? Some, by Choratter here Oy p ah 


206 


(which comes from x=z571, to engrave) 
underſtand, not ſo. much the Image of the 
Seal impreſſed on the Waxe, as the Seal 
it ſelf; inſoimuch as the Father has ſtamped 
his whole Efſeace, and Majeſtie moſt inti- 
mately on his $on, cternally begotten of 


| himſelf ; in whom his ſwbſtantial Image 


ſhines. Which Explication 1s -conceived 
to agree beſt with this Myfterie, its fruzt 
and efficacie 3 namely, as it. expounds the 
ſecret 'of Chriſt's ezernal generation. Far- 
ther, this notion cxpreſſeth God the Fa- 


ther's affefion towards Chriſt ; for the 


feal is preſerved among our choicelſt Jew- 


els ; ſuch as we affe& and value moſt :_ 


thus the Father's moſt fervent love termi- 
nates on his only begotten Son, his ſub- 


fiantial Seal, or Image, .as Haggai 2. 23. | | 


and wil make thee as a Signet, wherein he 
is s Type of Chrijt. Laſtly, this Idea of a 
Charafter, or Seal, as applicd to Chrift, 


3mports the whole Oeconomie of his med;a- 


torie office ; the Stal impreſſed on the Waxe 


 Teaves an Image 3 and moreover gives an 
obſignation, and aſſurance of what 1s con- ' 
veighed thereby : Chriſt is that fignatorie 


Ring, or celeſtial Seal, who hath, and that 


from eternitie, the moſt expreſſe Image.of 


bebe 
ouunieus © 
F a{Lvyns 
' wapa Xing 
£rgnema, 


Demseſthe- 


NES, 


his Fathers Glorie, and Majeſiie impreſſed 


an him, and thence being ſent into the 


World, as the Prince of Salvation, he aſſures 
life to'al the Ele. The Pagan Oratox tels 
us, q That the Charadter, or deſcriptive Image, 


of the ſoul i feen in #s words; and is not 


Chriſt, 


Chriſt the Charaer of God, C. 7. M | 


by | $.4.. Chriſt the Charater of God. 


Chriſt, the Subſtential, | Eſſential, and Di- 
vme Word, a perfect Idea, or exprefie cha- 
rafter of the Father's Perſon, wherein his 
Eſſential Glorie, otherwiſe inviſible, becomes 
vilible to an eye of faith ? Again, When 
Chriſt is faid to be the Charader or expreſſe 
Image, hereby is alſo denoted the permanence. 
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' and ſubſiſtence of the Deitie in Chriſt : he is 


not a ſuperficial, tranſient Image, but an 
expreſſe, lively, ſubſiſtant, and eſſential cha- 
rafter, or Idea of the Father's perſon > as 
a Child that bears the Image of his Fa- 
ther, and partakes of the ſame nature with 


him. In that he cals Chriſt 
ry the Charatter, it is much 
more emphatick, than it he 
had ſaid, an Image ': For 
there appears in a Glaſſe 
the Image of a thing, but 
not the charafer 3 which de- 


| notes a' true, ſolid, lively 
| forme, ox expreſſe Image, eX- 


atly repreſenting the Arche- 
type, as the character of the 
Seal impreſſed: on Waxe. So 
that chara&er here imports, 
that Chriſt is a moſt perteCt, 
adequate, abſolute, eſſential, 
and expreſſe Image ot God 


\uch as gives a moſt certain 


r Yyagex|np: 1.e Extveſſs 
ff.ies, vel irſculpta firura $ 
Tn fpeculo quidem azparet 
Inago hominis, f:d non tha- 
rafter : uade charafter plus ft 
quam Impaio, ane in Ecra wil 
alin quaptam rt oft 5, 2am cha- 
rafter eſt Ima o fermatzens, 
Occolampad. in Heb. 1. g. 

 Charatter p'«tcr bpuram 
requurit ut fit expreſſizs ad 
Avrcaetypun, & adequatus 
efſentialitiy, &* ut poſſit a= 
Players i.e. TWOu5 its (@- 
ris im Timer: ſaam Imaginem. 
Sic can worat infculptam 
formam at ab omni adum- 
brata vil brani Imagine di- 
ſtinruate 


and evident repreſentation of his Father, 
anſwerable to Phil. 2- 6. where he, is {aid 
to be in the Forme of God. Which implies 


more than a figure, or bare Image 3 namely, 


anh-=:-:* 
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/ He is the engreven forme of dark charaGers of God on the 


the perſon 


ns hereby the mage 
ubſtance, as 1n whom the . 
Fulats of the Godhtad dwels fair charatier, Or Image of 
bodily, Col. 1. 9. Bven x God on Adam's ſoul in I;- 


Peyl cals him, the Image of . 4ogence : There is yet a morc 
God, diftinguiſhing him by 


this name 


Heb. 10. x. Deeting 03 of the Divine Gloarie on Glo+ 


Heb. 1.3. 


| ' the ſubſtantial chara#ter, or expreſſe Image of 


Chriſt the CharaBSev of God. C. 7. 
an eſſential charaJer. *Tis true, there are 


ſome | flampes, impreſſes, or 


Ca 


of the Faib:r : V/;fible, ſenſible World : There 


was alſo a more. legible and 


SR noble charaFer, or Impreſſe 
Tified Saints, and Avgels : 
but yet al theſe charaRers are 
infinitely ſhort of our Emmanxel, as he is 


bis Father's Perſon. which notes, not only . 
an unitic in Dualitie, but in Subſtance ; 

not only fimilitude, but alſo Indentitie, or 

ſamenes in efſence:; as allo Paritie and Eque- | 
litie in Glorie, Thus Chriſt is the Chas 

refer: of his Fatber's perſon > which alſo 

renders him infinitely eligible for himſelf. 
But how Chriſt is the Image of bis Father's | 
Perſon,wil farther appear in what follows on. 
2 Cor . mo US 6. , 


—— — C— Wn Sos. ee as eo. Ye ot a. > a> a. wa wm, ve A. 
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q SECT. 5- 
The Explicatinn of 2 Cor. 4s 6. 4» OY #9 
p | | : , MM oe ue bo Fs : ; 
| E find another great Charxa@ter of *£6-46-. 


/' - Chriſt, as he is the expreſſe Image 1: Face! 
of his Father's Glorie, '2 Cor. 4. 6. For Gal: bias, 


who commanded the light to ſhine. ont of. +. \\us i 


darknes, hath ſhincd in our hearts, te: give ©:% INS 
the lizht of the knowlege' of the Glorie of + _ 

K | bs 423 (x73; WEETLL ED 
God, 14 the face of Feſus Craft. 7 Here” 4 <4 
are ſeveral gradations, "which render the ...; 3 
whole, but efpecially Chriſt, the' center of | » 4% 


the while, very beautiful, and ; glorious. 

( 1+ ) He faies, that God, who commanded the \. 

light 'to ſhine out of darknes, bath ſhined 'in 

our hearts. Paul here counts at his'otio= 

11 knowlege betore' Convertion,' buf idark- © 
nes yea, ſuch thick darknes as>was 'uport-- - 
the face of the Chaos, before God!!Created' 7 . 
light, Gen-' 1- 2- So that nothing'but the {, 
creative power -of God, could bring'-ſaving 

light - out of his' confuſed, phariſaith dark= * 

ner. *Tis true; he had head-hnowlege be- 

fore : ay but now, faics he,” God” bas ſhined 

in our hearts, and - made them” 4a' living 

Glaſſe : for what ? Why, (2.) To give the 
knowlege of Gods Yea,' ( 3.) The light,: 
[-7.'e.' the dlear;and —_ manifeſtation 4 * 


of Chritt 
What? 


, face of Feſmsr Chriſt. f The Face is the moſt 
£45553 - celeſtial, beautiful, majeſtick, 
f Por Angelum fatjei-Je- Fs " ; = viſible part in ? 


hove, E/a. 63. 9. Filius Dei 


zntelligitnr, diffs faciei ipfius Man's bodie 3 wherein the 
Angelus, quia eft_ille; qui inviſible Charaers, and Diſ- 
mfubits Tpecie colamtie {il poſitions of the ſoul are oft 
nubic, & ignis Iſrarlitas in very viſible : it there be any 


#trts duxit, & faciem Dei 


tur E887 4- 24, 441 ap- . very far in the face. 


efſe volunt, quod,” Why ho- 


oe Ph Be whole Forme of Chrifl a 
© oily fi en Mediator. | | 
.& ID He anſwers to the Hebr. £239, 
bres, id omnt fgnifice 5 Which fignifies al that, which 


© Tlebowwor, . 


1 


ſenſebus exteriorihus *. 


tnGio. ink ED 27 1s obvious to externe ſenſe ; 
-:1:140/2 . ,, and.jn general, the whole 'per- 
ſon.. \. Whenge the Face of-a man is trequent-'- | 
ly..n the, $@zipture-Phrafiologie, pit for his 
whyle-tenſou;; do, to acgept the-Perſon, is in 
the Oxiginþl, co, accept the face, Luk. 20. 21... 
as elſewhere. becauſe the excellences of the 
perſon;{hjneg. mot in the face.Much of the Ma-, 
jeſtie, Glirie, beautie, and lovelines ofa man 
\ is: the | 
- face. of, Grd, Oh, ! What an _inhnite Ma- | 
jcſtie, beaugie,, and Glorie doth there ſhine jn 


thiges )n«his.' face. 


Thus : Chriſt 


oncfh HFS» pop Terit goodlines, or excellence 1n- the 
aifhed Fehove ipfiradifyibicry creature, it uſually appears 
4 Hit ap- . ve By face 
pellationem banc lt Aafan herewe may \underſtand the 


t So Tweloony 


Chriſti? How. tovely,. amiable, fweet, and 


heaxt-ravaſhing//;are the { manifeſtations of; 
God; ig... Ghriſt ? Alas ! - what is "there 
to. \be;iſeen of -God, -but what fhines -in | 
Chriſt: Js not #} Ged,'and bole God mani- * 


W - 


felt 
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The face of yhe knowlege of God. But how is this 
poſſible ?:Surely no. way but, (4.) Iz the 


- I: R 
az Prog 
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felt in the face of Chriſt? May we expe the 
leaſt medzatorie manifeſtation of the Divine 
Love, Grace, and Mercze, but .in the Son ? Is 
there not a confluence of al-the lovely qua- 
ities, al the drawing Attributes, al the ra- 
viſhing Beauties of the Deitie in Chriſt ? 
And doth not the contemplation of theſe 
glorious pertections, which ſhine in the face 
of Chriſt, draw life out of Death , beautie 
out of defarmiie ; > ſtrength out of infirmitie 3 


order out of confuſion > happines out of 


miſcrie 3 yea, Heaven out of Hel ? Thus 1n 


the face of Chriſt, the Majeſtie, Beamtie, - 


Amenitie, Amiablenes; Grace, with the other 
Divine Chara&crs, and Inviſible Glories of 
God the Father, become viſible, and intellgi- 
ble to the rentzans mind. It's conteſt, there 
i5 much of the glorious light, or knowlege 
of, God, ſhines in the Face of the -crea- 
tures 3 and more in the Face of the Cerems- 
mial, and Moral Law 5 and yet more in the 


Face of the Goſpel, and  Goſpel-ordinances "Oh 


'}F and yet more in the Faces of Believers, and 
 vloriiced Saints. But alas ! What are al 
theſe Faces, if compared with the glorious, 
lovely face of our Emmanuel, but mere de- 
firmities, yeancthing ? Oh! What a_beau- 
tiful glorious face has this Son of God, who 

- can with one. glance thereof, . make al in 


Heaven, and Earth to ſmile > yea, raviſh .. 


and overcome the hearts of his worſt ene- 
mies? Oh! What an beart-charming, and 


vidorious Beautie mult there be_in his face,, 


#, | where l the raviſhing glories, and excellences, 
F 1 ot 
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of the God-head center ? 


Imago, c 3-13. ) ſia oper- 


t Hamnond on this place: t Some wil have this Phraſe, 
and Beza : All:udit farieti.o [ The face of ſus Chit] ©n 


ad A;offs raciem illan non | . , 
torie of 
arertam ( ut clara iſfſet D.3 refer to the « Moſes, 


defirous te fee the Glorie of 
God, Exod. 33. 18, @&c. with 


tram. Zex4 3n. |, 


which fight, Moſes face was 
irradiated, and became glorious yea, fo glo- 
rious, that the purblind Ifraelites could not 
contemplate the fame : ay but now the face 
of Feſus Chriſt has another-gets irradiation, 
than Myſes's had ; al the eſſential, and ſuh- 
ftential rayes of the Father's Glorie, ſhine in 


2 C0r. 4+ 4. 
Image of 


u *Eixove 7 0Cant Grec', 108 

\ quamvn pilturam, ſed gue [.t 
vivi a#ftar. A3de Iconict pi- 
orcs, quos Vila Voramus 
q 4 peignent au vit. Bez.7. 


w Ira: et Repreſentatio 
Cauſe quantum ad ftrailitnar- 
nem forme, non jolium caſa» 
litatis, quod pertinet ad Vijti= 
gum, Aquin.Sunim. 


this lovely Face. Hence v.4. He is called 
God. the Image of God. wu The Excellence of a 


thing is ſeen in its Image, 
or picture, If wel drawn: | 
(1.) Chriſt is the efſtntzal, 
_ ſabſtantial, and molt lively 
Image of 'God the Father : in | 
- his face, As God-man, ſhines 


al the glorious Attributes of God : as 
you have oft in the Child's face, a /wing 
Image, or Refſemblance of the Parent. It's | 
true, there are ſome veſtigta, OF foot-ſteps of 
God in the ſenſible World, ay, but the Image F} - 


of God 1s not there : 
w Veftigia, or foot-ſteps have 
only ſome Impreſſes, or noticts 
of canſalitie ; but an Image # 
a Repreſentation of a cauſe, 
according to the fimilitude of | 


bis forme, and not only of his cauſalitie. 
Again, Adam had, and. the Saints here have, | 


though | 


-- © "——_ hs ka. 1 -. » 
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though imperfeFly (as the Saints in Heaven 


perfetily have) the Image of God ſhining on 

them : ay but, al this 1s but a created, A&cci- - 

dental Image, or a fimilitude in Qualitie, or 

the accidental forme of Grace : xir 1s Chriſt x *rxs' 
alone that is the increated, ſubſtantial Image, 4cc1p" tur 


of the Father's Glorie : he is clothed wit 


h *1am pro 


ible efÞne'- 


the ſpecifiek forme (if we may fo ſpeak in |; pole... 
the Scholes Diale&) or with, not only a dine. Beza, 
fimilitude, but Unitie of the Divine Eſſence : in Hep.20.1 
his Likenes to God the Father conlifts, not in 

an Accidental, imperfe, but ina ſubſtantial 

and perfe Unite, or Identitie of Eſſence. Thus 

Chriſt isthe eſſential Image of God, as the 
plenitude of the Deitic dwels in him perſo- . 
nally, and eſſentially. (2) Chrift may be ; 


{tiled the Image of God, in re- 


gard of y manifeſtation 3 as 
the Glorie of the inviſible God, 
becomes in, and by Chriſt »;- 
ſible to an eye of faith : 
wherefore ſome copies adde 
here to Ged, 4og#7e, inmſi- 
ble : j. e. God, who 1s in his 


y exav, 1. e. in quo ſrilum © 


prripicue conſpictenau n prebee 
Deus, ner al'o quam officis ip= 
fius reſpeciu. Tv 68] align 
libri addunt aopdTe, ut indi- 
cetur Dem alionuin incomre- 
henſsb'l'm in Chriſto tamen 
conſþici. Beza, in 1, 


own nature inviſible;or incomprebenfible, doth 
in Chriſt, his eſſextial Image, become vifsble 
to the believing world. So it anſwers to Col. 
I- 15. where Chriſtis called the Image of the 
inviſible God : Namely, becauſe, as the hoes 


forme, and figure of a man is known 


y his 


Image ; ſo in, and by Chrift, the wiſdome, 


power, mercie, and Grace, with al the other 
Attributes of God, are made manifeſt, Hence 
the Hebrews cal their Mefſias, tx De, the 
SECT. 


Image of God. P 3 


2Cor.z.18. 
In a Glaile. 


** 214 Chriſt an Eſſential Glaſſe of God. C.7, | 
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SECT. 6. 


Chriſt an Eflential Glafſe, wherin al thy 
Glorie of the Deitie ſhines, and from which 
it is reflefied on the Believing World, 2 Cor. 
3. 18. With the Explication. 


"HE like excellent Character of Chrift 
we have, 2 Cor. 3- 18. But we al with 

open face,beholding as in a Glaſſe the Glorie of 
the Lord,are changed into the ſame Image, &c. 
We have here a parallel Antithefis betwixt the 
Grace of the Gofpel, and the Law. Under 
the Law the Grace of God was veiled, and 
wrapped up in Types and Shadows, which 
were but a dark adumbration > but under 
the Gofpel, the Glorious Grace of God ſhines 
as in a Glaſſee A Glaſle, 


2 $2 hiy”, preter lucem & co» t beſides light and color, 'te- 
lo en, ttian exprifan imagi= fects the expreſſe Image of 


#em refledTit. 


Keck. Optic. 


u Imago it S'ecuio tt jorma I object. 5M Yea, th e Image 
Fecull. Eflius in 1. 74 a glaſſe is the wery forme of 


the Glaſſe : and theretore the 
word here uſed, fignities to 
contemplate bis. forme int a 


w xalorredaufoc, Vorat glaſſe. w The Son of God 


eculum Avoftolus filiuam Ic: 


87 carne mnanifeftatum. qui n0- 
by in iſius kvaneclio 5 an 
aus proronitur, & Maſs velato 
_ 6pponttur. Beza in locum. 


Moſess covered 


incarnate 1s the orignal glaſſe, 
wherein al the © Glorie of 


God, is to be contemplated 


by believers, and that with 
open face > in oppolition to 
fate. By the glorie of God, 


© In. 


One oO. oo eo & - at. - Bins: Bw 6 
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we are to underſtand al the glorious Attri- 

butes of God, as his Wiſdome, Goodnes, Grace, 
Holines, Fuſtice, Mercie, &c. Which are al 
to be ſeen in Chriſt, as a man's face is ſeen 
m a Glaſſe. The blefſed Deitie has (as 
we may ſpeak ) depolited al his glorious 
rayes, Or Attributes in Chriſt, that Eſſential 
glaſſe : His wiſdome, mercie, juſtice, &c. 1s 
no where ſo vihble as here : There is no 
ſaving ray of Glorie darted from the Crea- 
tor to the Creature, but what is reflected 
fiom this Divine Glaſſe. Albeit the Eſſen- 
tial Attributes of God are in al the three per- 
{ons of the Trinitie, yet the Mediatorie ir- 
radiation of theſe Attributes, is only in the 
Son, in whom they al meet, as in an Vni- 
verſal, Eſſential Glaſſe. There are varietic 
of Glaſſes, wherein the Glorie of God ſhines : 
Some rayes of his glorious wiſdome, power, 
and goodnes, ſhine in the Glaſfe of the 
Creatures : lome beams of his holixes, and 
puritie ſhine in the Glafſe of the Moral 
Law : the Glorie of his Grace is ſeen in 
the Glaſſe of the Goſpel, and Evangelick, 
Adminiſtrations : Yea, Hel it elf is a glaſle, 
wherein ſhines the Glorie of God's Faftice, 
as in Heaven, and Believers, the glorie of his 
mercie, and grace. But al theſe are but 

created, partial, and dim glaſſes, in compa- 
riſon of Chriſt, who is an ixcreated, wuniver- 
ſal, and moſt bright Mirozr, or Glaſſe of 
the Father's Glorie. We may ſuppole, for 
illuſtration ſake, an univerſal, living, tranſ- 
farming Glaſſe, iuch - which al the m—_— 
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of the Sun,'that ever weye, or ſhal be, or 
poſſibly may be, are cqantraded 5 whence, 
thining upon/the world, ic ſhould, by its 
Vivifick transformative Efficacie, not only 
conv21gh the glorie of the Sun, but change 
dead Creatures into ſo many 'glorious, living 


Suas farely this wonld be a very glorious: 


Glafſe : Such an Univerſal, living, #rans- 
"How the formative glaſſe 15 Chriſt {© al the beams of 
_ the glorjows Dritie are comractd in him : 
ransform. DEIEDET ever did, or ſha, or may th:re any 
ed into the One ſou]-ſaving ray of the Divine glirie ſhine 
glorious upon the dark, finful world, but what is 
image of reflecied trom this glorious oluſſe + Yea, ſuch 
God ſhi= :.* > hs a 2 Toe 
" mp 15 1ts vivifck , transfirmarive cefficacic, as 
gm f ia 6 OY 
Chriſt. that thoſe, who by a ſin&ihed cye of faith, 
behold the glwie of God: therein, are tranſ- 


formed into the ſume Tmage, &c. Jelus Chritt, 


God-man, having el the glorious Ideas of 
God's Image, and Grace, ſhining, in him, as 
in a Glafſe, he rcfl.&3 the fame, in and by 
the g/aſſe of the Goſpel, on the hearts of Be- 
lievers 3 who by faith contemplating the 
ſame, are, by the effcacions working of the 
Sparit of grace, © transformed into the ſame 


glorious Image, even from Glirie to Glavie, 


z. & from one degree ot glorious Grace unto 


another. Thus the believing ſoul, by faith 


contemplating the wiſd;mc, mcckner, patience, 
hiadnes, jiſtice, (&c.) of God, ſhining in 
Chritt,.is, by the eftcftual i concurrence of 


the Spirit of Chriſt, transf,rmed into a wiſe, 


meek, patient, kind, and juſt ſpirit. Faith, 
by contcmplating- the Glorie 'of God in 


4 
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of the ſame glorious Tmage, a divine light 
and life, bearing ſome Reſſemblance to the 
life of God, or Droine Nature. So that 


Chriſt, the eſſential glaſſe of God, hath not 
only a manifeſtative, but allo a tranfermative, 
changing glovie, fhining in him. 

Chrilt refſembles bett yqur vitreous Miroirs, Chriſt reſ- 


which refle&t the Image ſembled to - 
a Miroir. 


or locking-glaſſes, 
moſt lively : tor glaſſe, becauſe it is rare and 
pel'ucid, receives the Species or Image with 
more facilitie 3 but by reaſon of its pellucidi- 
tie, it does not ſo calily fixe, and retain the 
Image received : wherefore Art ſuccurring 


Nature, to the Glaſle ſhe addes lead, or' 


quicksſilver , which, by reaſon of its denſitie, 
tixeth the Image received by the Glafe : 
This indeed 1s a lively ſhadow of our Em 
manuel, as he is the miroir, or Looking-glaſſe 
of Gd the Father®s glorious Image © For his 
Deitie 1s, as it were, the glaſſe, which 15 moſt 
pellucid and clear ; and his Human Nature 
15, as it were, the lead or quick-filver, which 
tixcth the Image of the Father's glorie, and 
ſo makes it ,reflexible to us. Such a glorious 
miroir or” Looking-glaſſe of the Father's glo- 
rie 1s Chriſt, as God-man : and how inh- 
nitely eligible for himſelf does this render 
him? What? do al the reyes of the Fa- 


ther's glorious Attributes center on Chriſt *- 
Is there not any one beam of the Glorie of 


God, ſhining on the ſinful World, with the 
ſaving light of life, but what is refleed from 
this * living, transforming , glorions glaſſe, 


Chriſt, brings into the ſoul, .firitual Ideas 
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15 it, to have an eye of faith tixed on this 


glorious Miroir,. or Looking-Glaſſe, where. 


on al the Father's Glorie ſhines ? Oh ! what 
a ſweet death is 1t, to have the ſandified 
mind ſtand gazing on this Glorious, heart- 
transforming glaſſe, til its eye-ſtrings even 
break, by continued Contemplation, Admira- 


t:0n, Adoration, and Fruition of thoſe foul- |}- 


raviſhing perfefions, that ſhine therein ? 


who would not cric Sorrow, Shame and Hel | 


upon al thoſe, who wil not ele our Emma- 
nuel, the ſubſtantial glaſſe of the Deizze, for 


himſelf? Ah ! What an Hel is it to rejed him ? 
Believe it, there is no life ſo pare, ſo holy, fo | 
lyvely, ſo ſweet, fo flouriſhing, fo ative, lo ge- | 
 nerous, 1o noble, fo harmonious, 10 glorious, 


{o admirable, fo perfef , as that which is 
moſt ſpent in the ſpiritual Intuition, or fidu- 


cial Viſion, Eleion, and Fruition of the glori- } 


ous Image of God, which ſhines in this Glaſſe 
God-man.He that would have a dead, barren, 


bard, back-ſliding heart, transformed into a | 
lively, fruitful, tender, flouriſhing heart, let. 


him come hither, and be much 1n the ſpiri- 


tual contemplation of Gods glorious Attributes, 


which ſhine in this Glaſſe, Chriſt. 


Chrift an Eſſential Glaſſe of God.C.z, | 
God-man ? Oh then! what a pleaſing thing 
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,”. Al God's Attributes in Chriſt. 


Howe al the Attributcs of God ſhine in Chrift- : 


namely hs Wiſdome, Goodnes, Jutiice, 
Holines, Power, Truth, Ommpotence, 
Independence, &c. | 


"E have ſhewn in the genera], how 

al the glorious Perfeftions of God 

ſhine in Chriſt, as in a Temple, where the 
Deitie dwcls bodily ;, as on a Theatre, where 
al the ſhining Brightnes of the Father*s 
Glorie 15 diſplayed 3 as in a charadter 
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How a! 
the Attri- 
butes of 
Gol ſhine 
tn Chriſt > 


ot the Father*s Perſon 5; as in a Face, and 


Image, wherein appears the Beaxtie, and 
excellence of God 3 and as in a Glaſſe, which 
refles al the glorious Beams. of the Divine 
Attributes ; But now to take ſome particu- 
lar view, and con{ideration of thoſe glori- 
ous Attributes of God, which ſhine in Chriſt 
as God-man, wil greatly conduce to the ex- 


plication, and Demonſtration of our concluſi- 


on, that Chriſt i cligible for hinſelfs In the 
general, the Attributes of - God may be ſaid 


to ſhine in Chriſt, (1.) Obje&Gvely, as he. 


was the objed-matter, or Theatre, on which 


they acted 3 or (2.) Formally, as they al. 


refige in him 3 or: (3.) Effe&ively, aS iſſuing 
from him, and a&img on the Creature. 
We ſhal conſider them, though very bricfly, 
under al theſe regards, 


Is The 
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x. God's 1- The Infinitely glorious Wiſdome of 

Wildome God, ſhines moſt glorious in Chriſt: and 

—_ that ( 1. ) Obje&ively 3 in that Divine Wife 

3. Obje- dome found out ſuch an admirable con- 

Rively. trivement, for the reconcilement of Mercze 

and 7uftice, Sinners and God, by the Media- 

tion, and Satisfatiion of Gud-man. Oh | 

What a glorious defigne of Infinite Wiſdume, 

does there appear in Chriſts comming to ſave 

ſinners, beyond what is maniteſt in al the 

ether works of God ?: Does not the ſhining 

Brightnes of God's wiſdome, in this great 

plot of Redemtion by Chrift, much oxt-ſhine, 

yea ſeem, comparatively, to caft a veil on 

that wiſdome, which ſhines in al other works 

of God. Surely, if it be lawful to make 

comparifons berween the works of God, 

this of Redemtion by Chrift, was the maſter- 

—_— zicce of Divine Wiſdome. (2.) The Wit- 

7* domeof God ſhines in Chriti formally, as al 

the treaſures of wiſdome are loged in him. 

\._  Colol. 2.3. In whom are hid al the Trea- 

3. Efte= ſwres of Wiſdome and Knowlege. (3.) The 

Eively. "Wildome of God ſhines in Chriſt efedively, 

as al that Divine Wiſdome, which is com- | 

municatcd to the Saints, flows trom him. 

1 Cor. 1. 30» But of him are-ye 1 Chriſt 

| Feſms, who of Goa is made to us Wife 
bi dome, &c. 

a6 2. The Iafinite Glorie of God the Father's 

and mexs Goodnes, Le, Grace,and Mercie ſhines mot 

cie of God gloriouſly in our Emmanuel : and that, 

ſnines in (1, Objedively ; Chrilt is the higheſt expreſ- 


Chri $5 Ur IG X 
7 Obte- fion of Divine Goodnes, the richeſt token of 
Etvely, the 


$.7.God's Bountie aud Mercie in Chriſt. 22Tt 


the Father*s love, the moſt gloriows monu- 
ment of God's free Grace vouchſafed to his 
Creature, and the moſt admirable Miracle 
of ſoverain Mereje towards {inncrs, that ever 
was, Or may be> The bleſſed God has taken 
great delight, on al occalions, to. vouchſafe 
ſenſible Demonſtrations, and Arguments of his 
Divine Philanthropie, or Bountte, and Good 
Nature towards Man : yea, al thoſe rich 
ornaments, and gracious Accompliſhments, or 
vouchſafements conferred on Adam in Inno- 
cence, were but the Effeds of his free Grace 3 
though in ſome regard they may be termed 
natural to Adams tirſt ſtate. And fhnce the 
Fal., the bleſſed Lord has not ceaſcd to 
vouchſate large tokens of his Divine Philan- 
thrope, or Bountic to his rebellious crea- 
ture. Ay, but this wnparallcld gift of his 
only begotten Son, is the higheſt marque of 
favor, and the richeſt manifeſtation of infinite 
Love, free Grace, and Mercie, that poor fin- 
ners are caPable to reccive. - Wel therefore 
might our Emmanuel crie out, Joh. 3. 16. 
For God ſo loved the World, that he gave his 
only begotten Son. This little $ O, is ſuch. 
a great note, and marque ot Divine Philan- 
thropie, as that the lengths, breadtbs, depths, 
and heights of this Love, cannot be ex- 


preſſed, or conceived, as they ought, to al 

Eternities ( 2+ } The Lore, Merci, and 2: Fr 

Grace of God, ſhine in Chritt Formally, as ” 

he is a perfet# Idea, or Miroir of Divine 

Love and Grace, As allo (3.) Effe&ively, 3- Effe= 

as al the Love and Grace of God the Father, *'Y*ly- 
| ſfireameth 
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ſtreameth through his heart, unto the Elect, 
Foh. Is 10. 

3- The Infinite Glory of God the Fa- 
thcr's Divize Fuſtice, ſhines, molt eminently 
in Chrilt : (1.) Objeqively, as he was the 


oF - Or But, ___ which al the arrows ot 


God's fiery indignation for tn, were ſhot. 
Wc have great Marques of Divine Fuſtice 
on Cain,and Fud ys * ; and yet far more dread- 
tal rokens thercof in Hel : but yct we may 


| ately afirme, that al the black curſes of the 


Law, which their executi ms On linne1s here z 
yea, - that al the dreadful torments of the 
damn: d in H-1, are nothing nigh ſo clear, 
and ample Demonſtrations ot God's Fuſtice, 
and Severitie againfi tin, as the ſufferings of 
our dying Emmanuel. O! come near, and 


behold the Soverain pleaſure of God the 


Father, in bruiſing his only begotten Son, and 
making his ſoul an offering for fi in, Ela. 
53+ IO» On! what a ſtanding, glwious mo- 
aument of Divine Fuſtice againſt tin, is this 
red Glaſſe of Chriſt's bloud ? Hercin we may 
behold G:d the Father's Fuſtice, -as it were, 
frtumphing, over his zatural, eſſential love to 
his only begotten Son. ( 2+) Again, the 
Juſtice of God ſhines in Chrilt, formaly , as 
allo (3+) Effetiively, in that al ito Ori- 
giually inberes in, and flows from him. 


4. The Tufinite Glorie of God's Holines 
ſhineth, with a mot tranſcendent Bright- 
Aces, IN Chrilt : (1-) Objetzwely, and Demon: 


ftr.c1zvely,"as God,by making his ſorl an ofer- 
#1g tor hate the higheſt Demonſtration that 
can 


put. Vane > 6% a9 tr ha rn. wes, Sm a © @ 
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| $.7. God's yowet in Chriſt. 
can be, of his Tufinite, Antipathie and Hatred 
againſt Sin. Yea' it is ſuppoſed, and that 
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ſhould ſet it ſelf on work, never ſo much, to 
find out an Argument to manifeſt God's hatred 
of fin, there could not be a greater, than this 
his dealing with bis Son. (2.)) God's Ho- 
lines dwels in Chriſt formally,as he is a perfet? 
Ideas, Miroir, or Glaſſe of al Holines, inh- 
. nitely beyond glorified Saints, or Angels ; 
and therefore . filed, The Holy One. 
(3-) God's Holines ſhines in Chriſt . efeFive- 
ly, as al the Saints. Holines 1s derived from 
him, Foh. 1. 16. | 

5- The Infinite Glorie of God's power 
ſhines moft eminently. in Chriſt ': 1. Obje- 
Gively : no work or effe of God's -hand has 
ſuch v5ſible impreſſes of God's Omnipotence 
ſtamped on it, as the Hypoſtatick Union of 
the Divine and Human Nature, in one perſon : 
whence it is called the power of the m-ſt high. 
Bctides, Infinite power ſhined moſt gloriouſly 
in his Miracles, Soul-ſufferings,. Death, and 
Reſurrefion, more than in the Creation of 
Heaven and Earth. (2«) The omnipotence. 
of God rcfides formally in Chriſt, as the pro-. 
per ſeat thereof. (3.) The omnipotence of 
God the Father ſhincth moſt effe@:vely in al 
Chriſt's great works of Redemiion, Conver- 
fon, Conſervation, Protefion, and Guberna- 
tion of his Church, &-c. Col. 1. 11. Strenth- 
ened with al might, according to his glori- 
Ous POWET: 


2. Fors 
mally. 


3 . Effe- 
Qvely. 


The power, 
of God 
ſhines in 


Chriſt. 


6. The 


fulncs of 


God thins © 15 ) Objefirrely, 
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The truth, 
22d faiuh- 


6. The Truth and Faitbfulnes of God the \ | 
Father ſhines ''moſt gloriouſly -in Chrift : 
in. that' Chriſt was the 


in Ch.1it. greateſt Promiſe that ever God gave to loſt 


tulflled co a tittle ? (3.) The Faithfulnes 


tinners; yea, in him al the Promzſes are Tez 


and Amen : So that in ſending him into the 
World, to die for-finacrs; God made good 
that great promiſe, made . four thouſand yeary 
beforc, Gen. 3+ 15+ Yea, by this means al 
the promiſes: of God are tulh]led. Whence 
the Veracitie, and Fidelitie of God appears . 
molt conſpicxous, and bright in Chriſt's com- 
ming info'the World, &. And this indeed 
15 one of the greatclt aggrapations of :unbe- 
lief ; that, when the Faithfulnes of God has 
fo gloxtoully appearcd, in fultifling that 
great-Promiſe of ſending his Son, the accom- 
pliſhment whereof was .attended with ſuch - 
a world of difficulties 3 I fay, that after this, 
hnners\ ſhould disbelieve, or queſtion the: 
Faithfulnes of Cod in fultilling other pro- 
miſes, which have their Tea and Amen in 
Chrilt, Gal. 3. 16. Again (2.) The Truth 
of God appears moſt- glorious in Chriſt: | 
Formally, tn that he has; to a tittle, made 
good al his promiſer. As Chriſt was the' 
great Gift, and Promiſe of God the Father, 
fo. the Spirit 15 the great Promiſe,"and Gift of 
Chriſt, Foh. 14, 16, 17, 185/26. And 1s not 
Chrilt every way as good as his word, in" 
ſending his Spirit ? is there any one pro-' 
miſe that Chriti made his friends, at his Dee" 
parture hence, but has been,” ahd' daily is” 
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| of God ſhines in Chriſt efe&@ely, in' that 
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.and hence it follows, that God's Omnipre- 
ſexce, which 15 one of his incommunicabls 


S. 7. The Immenſitit of God in: Chriſt. 225 


he mdkes and keeps al his friends faithfil,and 

ſtcdfaſt m their Covenant with him: ey”; 1, 
7: Chriſt is a glorious Idea. and Intage of Carifi the 

the Immenſitie, and Omnipreſence of God, as God'.Im- 

Joh. 3- 13- The Son of man which # in Heas menttie * 

vex. The expreſſion is very myſterious, and and emni- 

deterves a particular Remarque ; How was preſence. 

the Son of man in Heaven ? Was he not Joh. 3. rg. 

then on earth, diſcourſing with them ? or, 

could he be both in Heaven, and on Earth at 

the ſame time ? Yes, he might, in differerit 

reſpe&s, and by virtue of the Hypoſtatich, Uni- 

ox : *tis true, his bodze, being finite, could 

not, as ſome fondly dream, be in wo places , 

ar the ſame time 5. that implies no lefle 

thari a coxtradifion : ay, but yet Chriſt, 

God-man, by virtue of the perſonal Union of 

the two Natures, was at that very time, 

while he was diſcourſing with the m on 

Earth, in Heaven. Oh! what a tremendous 

myſterie 15 this, that the Son of man ſhould 

be, at the ſame time in Heaven, and on 

Earth ? How difficult, yea impoſſible is this to 

be underttood, without underſtanding ſome 

thing of the Hypoſtatick, Union ! But yet 

that thus it is, this Scripture makes it clear : 


Attribates, muſt- be, in like manner, attr-= 
buted to our Emmanuel, as he is God-man,' 
though not inregard of his manbood, The 


like Luke 22+ 69+ 
$. Our 


2226 


_ Chriſt an 
Idea of 


God's Independence in Chriſt. do. 7, 


Ss. Our Emmanuel; as God-man, To a ghe- 
rious Idea, and Miroir of God the- Father's 


_ Gods, In- 72 oir 
- ky Independence. This is another of God's 
fence. Ancommunicable Attributes, which yet is 


deſervedly given to,. and aſſumed by Chriſt, 
© Job. 5. 26. Joh. 5- 26. So bath he given to the Son to 
bave life in himſe]f. Chxilt's Human Na- 
ture, and al its glorious accompliſhments have 
Dependexce on none but Chriſt himſcli : al 
the Perſonal, and Mediatorie exceliences of our 


very Perſon. 
| ag 9-. The ſame may, be affirmed of al the 
of a] the Other incommunicable Attributes of God, 
other in-  Pamely of his Al-ſaffcience, his Simplicitie, 


communi- his Immutabilitie, his Eternitie, his Infini- 
cable At- 


—_ of Chriſt is a moſt glorious, Idea, Charatter, 
—_ Image, Temple, . and, Glaſſe, wherein they 


whence they are reflected. on the cye of 
faiths: .. . 


Emmanuel depend upon no other, than his 


tude, his Incomprebenſibilitie ; of al which 


ſhine with Infinite glorie, and brightnes ; and 
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Pg fr 
15 

b SECT. 8. 

to 

2 Several particular Improvements of this firft 


1 Chara@er, of Chriſt's Mediatorie excel- 


leuces. 


Aving largely demonſtrated, how al T——_ 


& the glorious Ideas of God's Attributes the forego- 
ſhine in Chrift, as God-man, the Temple, ing Chara= 
Theatre, Splendor, CharaGter, Face, Image, ers of 

| and Miroir, or Glaſſe of the Father's Glorie 3 viſt 

what remains, but that we now. contra al 

thele ſhining and flaming rayes, in a burning 

glaſſe of ſome #ſeful meditations, thereby to 

inflame the hearts of Chriſt's friends, to ftze- 

die, contemplate, ele, and enjoy this their 
Emmanuel for himfelt. i 

1. Is the Glorie of the Lord reveled? and ou__— | 

may al fleſh ſee. it together, in this our f eh wy 

Emmanuel ; as Eſa. 40. 5? O then! come Tleas that 

hither al fleſh, come, and behold the moſt gly- _ 

rious Ideas, Charatiers, and Images of the ill 

Father*s Glorie, ſhining ſo brightly, and yet 

ſo ſweetly, fo pleaſingly, ſo agreably, in this 

Tacreated, eternal, univerſal, Tufinite, tranſ> - 

forming Miroir, or Glaſſe of Chriſt, God-man. 

The old ſaying under the Law was, that ne 

| man can ſee God and live : This holds true 
q fill, Xf we conſider God out of Chuift: 
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228 Contemplation of Godin Chriſt. C7, 

u Pater q F1 umm-n(us eff, Mt T Ay but now.God the Father, 
lia firitus ift : quia ſ-aimo- vb ig in himſelt infinite invi- 
dilum notrim acrommodault, : 5 Oe ; 
x: meats not as Imm nſirar Jible, & nnintelagible.1is,in this 
Jhe Glo ia abſwbcat. Calvin Our Emmanuel,viſible, and 74+ 
zelligible : he has, in this his 

Son, accommodated himfſelt to our module and 


capscitie; that ſo our minds may not be {wa}. | 


Towed up with the Immenſitie of his Glorie, 

O that the friends of Chrilt would ſct him, 

who is the Divine Mirvir, and looking-Glaſſe 

-of al the. Father's Glorie, ever before their 

 ® eyes, and never leave muſing, poring, con- 
4 templating on him, til they hind their hearts 
transformed into a flame of Divine. love to, 

and delight in this their Emmanuel, tor him- 

{lf ! © that the friends of Chrift would 

come, and pore on this glafſe 3 come, and 

look into this Ark; come, and worſhip in 

this Temple 3 come, and gaze on this moſt 
refplendent,. and beautiful Face, in which 

ſhines al the Glorie of the Deitie ! Hear 

- Chrili himfelt making folemne Proclamation 

:! to his fricnds of the New-Fferuſalcm, to 
E'2. 40. g. come, and behold bis Glirie, Ela. 40. g., ſay. 
: ...., unto the Citzes of Judah, behold your God | 
.... O come, and behold what wonders of Grace, 
Beautie, and. Glorie dwcl in this your God ! 


- Yea, he invites his Ele& friends among the | 
Efa. 65, 1. Gentiles, to come, and bebold his Glorie, Eſa. 


65. Ie 1 anz ſought of them that asked not for 
me, T- am found of them that ſought me ut : 
T ſaid, Behold me, Bchold me, &c. Chriſt fecks 
them, that ſeek not after him 3 he is found 
of them; "that ask not after him and unts | 
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{uch 1- 


- 2 + 8 


Doublement. of the Word, argues how de- 


firous Chriſt is to exhibit his imoft beautifal, 
and glorious face, to the contemplation of 


ſinners, O then; come, come. behold, behold 
this. ſo glorious a face! Why wil 'you not 


come ? What. an heart-raviſhing;hght is 
| here ? The tixing of an eye of faith on: . 
' Chriſt, in a way of ſpiritual Meditation, and 

' contemplatim » what a mighty Soverazn, 


Effcacious influente has it, to raviſh the 


heart 'into-an admiration, and tleGion of him» 


6. 8. Contemplation of God in Chriſt.” + 229% 
ſuch he Crics, Behald me ! Behold me 1.. The . 


for himſelf 2 Ah! What a ſhame 1s 1t, that - 


thoſe,' who profeſſe themſelves :triends of 
Chriſt, have no more-raiſed, deeps fixed Ap-- 
prebenfions, of thoſe glorious excelleyces that 
ſhine in him ? What deſerves our moſt ele- 
vated contemplation, and admiration, it not 
thoſe glorious Ideas of Divine perfedtwns,, 


which meet, and cexter in Chriſt ?.'Is there. 
any thing more admirable, more beautifal,, 


more heart-captivating, than the 3ncomparable 
excellences of Chritt ? how comes it to paſſe 


then, that he has no more eyes -g4zng on 


him, no more hearts raviſhed with- him, no. 


more friends of, and for himſelf? Oh the: 


folie, the madnes, the brutiſhues of the 
blind World ! w Take Chriſt 'in his loweſt 
humiliation, even when he hung upon the 
Ctofle, yet even then, by virtue of the Hy- 


w Ch;'tws 
Untare unte 


0nz8 Hypo-" 
ſtatice eti- 


Prſtatick, Union, he was infinitely more glo- am in cruce 
rious, and eligible for himſelf, than the moſt P*24ens "at 


9%n bus 
Grate ; 
glorious 


elorioftor 


ereapuris, et'am Angels glorioſuſomis. Twillus, Vind. 


= 
: 


2303 Adoration and finition of God,&c. C.3,/ 


glorious creatures, even glorthed Angels : 
andyct'how few beholders of . his Glorie has 
he ?. No wonder therefore, that fo few ele 
him for himſelf. R 


\ 


Eleftion - 2. Does al the plenitude of the Deitie' 
and fruit!- del bodilie in Chriſt, as in a Temple ?| Oh: 


on of thoſe SY = TY 
Giorious hen, wWhat''a Beantiful, glorious Temple is 


excellences this ? How ſhould we admire, . adore, elec, 
that ſhine ſerve, and enjoy the Deitie, in this {o . glorious. 
in Chit. , Temple'? What deſerves to be eledted, and 
Loved for it felf, if not'the Deitie ? Certainly; 
God muſt needs be the moſt aliuring, dram- 


ing, heart-raviſhing thing that may be : for" 
when you ſay God, you fay zt : what can. 


you ſay more? Again, is Chriſt the Eful- 


gence, Splendor, luſtre, or ſhining Brightnes* _ 


of the Father*s Glorie 3 yea, the ſubſtantial, 
and ſo infinitely the faireſt charader of his 


perſon? And1s not this a mightie taking, 
alluring, drawing, binding charatter of Chriſt's" 
excelente; which layeth an eſſential obligation” 


on al his'friends,” to ele&, love, and enjoy 


him for hamſelf'? Farther, doth' al the Beau-" 
ie, Amenitie, Majeſtie, Sweetnes, Amiablenes 
of God the Father, ſhine in the lovely Face of 


Chriſt? Yea, he is the /;zvely Image of al the 
Father's Glorie ? And muſt \not then the 
Friends of :Chriſt ele&, admire, and love this 
Ins ſo bearutzful, majeſtick,, and yet ſweet, 
beart-charming Face for 'it fclt'? Does: not 


this ſabſtantial, _ Image of God, cal* 


_ for the higheſt 4dmiration, Adoration,  Ele- 


Gion, and Afﬀetion ?, What deſerves Admira-. 


tion, and eledion for it ſelf, if not this 
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$.8. - Tolove Chriſt for himſelf. 237: - 
' firſt Beautie, and. Image of God 2 Laſtly, is 


our Emmanucl a Divine Mirair, or looking- 
Glafle, jn which ſhincs al the Gloxtous. At- 
tributes of God, the Father ? :Oh. ! What an 
eſſevtial, and binding Obligatizn doth this 
lay upon al, that are, or wil be friends of. 
Chritt, to ſtand alwaies poring, and, gazing: 
on this Glaſſe 3 that ſo their hearts may be 
wransformed into the ſame Image, from Glorie 
to Glorze, as 2. Cor. 3. 18? Who would not 
zleq ſuch a Divine, and glorious Miroir for 
zt ſelf, to be alwaies contemplating, ' loving, 
and exjoyiug thoſe ſoul-ſatisfying: Perfedions 
of the Deztze, which center, and. f7ne therein, 
with ſuch a Glorie? .. | 

3. Farther, the way and manner of- the The 
Human Nature's. being gloritied ; namely, RO 
by its being aſſumed, and perſonally. united 5,1. 
to the. God-head, doth both . demonſtrate, of the Hu- 
and inftrud the friends of Chriſt, how they :man Na- 
muſt ele&, .and love him for himſelf 2 For, ure 1N 
whereas God communicates his.Goodnes to = ws 
Other . Creatures . by. created Emanations, a5 near . 
and effluences thereof 3 God the Son'commu- him, and 
nicates his Goodnes to his Human Nature, love him 


not by a created 'emanation, Or effluxe of | * my 


Goodnes from bimſelf, but by an Aſſumtion, ax poſſibly 


and perſonal #nion ot the Human Nature with it may be. 
himſelf. So that the Human Nature in 
Chriſt is glorified, not by any emiſſion, or 


communication Of goodnes from Chriſt, but of 


by a reception into, or bypoſtatick union with 
himſelf. Now albeit the friends of Chriſt 
Q4 may 


—— 


\ 
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may not expe, or preſume to be Chriſted, 
or taken into an bypoftatick perſonal union 
with Chriſt ; no, that is no lefſe than blaſ- 
phemie to -affed7, or deſire 3 yet they ſhuzld, 
and ought, in imitation of their human Na- 


ture aſſumed by Chriſt, both to defire, and 


endeavor as intimate au union, as poſhbly 
they may, with Chrift their friend 3 and 
farther ele&, and love him as purely, and 
entircly for himſelt,, as they can. For the 


| lefle the friends of Chrift, eye, and regard 


the good things that flow from him, though 
ſpiritual 5, and the more” purely, and entirely 
they intend, ele, and enjoy Chriſt fir him- 
ſelf. and thoſe glorious excellences they fee 
in- him, the nearer they arrive nnto, and 
the more they partake of that beatifick 
Glorie, which 'their h#man Natwre, aflumed 
into a perſonal union with Chrift, is inveſted 
with ; I ſay, as the Human Nature m Chriſt 
hypotatically, or perſonally united to - the 
Deitie, is wholy ſwallowed up with, and fa- 
tisfied in'the' Viſion, and Fraition of Chrift 
fov himſelf; fo in like manner the triends 
of Chriſt ſhould aſpire (ini Imitation of their 
human Nature, eſpouſed by, and taken int9 
perſonal union with Chriſt ). though not to 
have a perſonal union with Chriſt, yet ta 
come as near as they may, without dimi- 
nution of Chriſt's Glorie, to the bleſſed 


viſion, elefjon, and Fruition of Chriſt for 


himſelf, 1+ og 


—_ 4+ Hence 


6.8. To preſent our ſelves fit Temples, &*c. 


4. Hence alfo it naturally follows, that 
the friends. of Chriſt ought, m Imitation 
of their human Nature eſpouſed by Chrift, 
by al means poſlible, to preſent themſelves 
ht Temples, Chara@ers, Faces, Images and 
Miroirs or looking-Glaſſes of Chriit ; that 
ſo thcy may be made partakers of his Glo- 
. rie, and enjoy him more fully for himlelf, 
Is Chriſt's human Nature ful of Grace ? 
Does the plenitude of the Deitie dwel there- 
in bodily, or perſonally, as in a Temple ? Oh 
then! how much does it concerne the friends 
of Chriſt, to get their human Natures ſan- 
Fified, to the utmoſt they may, that fo they 
may preſent themſelves /zving, and holy 


233 
Chritt*s 
friends 
ſhou!d pre- 
fent them 
ſelves fit 
Temples, 


@*:. for 
Chriſt, 


Temples, fit for Chriſt to dwel in, by his 
Spirit ? This was that which Paxl exhorts 


to, every where, as 1 Cor.3.16. know ye #0t 
that ye are the Temple of God, and that the 
Spirit of God dwelleth in you. What doth 
he conclude hence ? v. 17. If any defile the 
Temple of God, him ſhal God deſtroy : for 
the Temple of God is holy which Temple 


x Cor. "oi 
16, 17. 


ye are. As if he had faid : Do you confi- 


der, friends, what you do, in defiling your 
human Nature ? Is it not the Temple of 
God? and is it lawful to defile the Temple 
of God ? - ought not the Temple of God to 


be holy ? Wil not God deſtroy ſuch as defile - 


his Temple, his Holy place ? © beware 
what you do ; remember your human 
Natuxe is the Temple of God, The like 
1 Cor, 6, 18, Flee Fornication, &c. and he 
gives the reaſon of it, ve 19. TPhat ? know 


ye 


ICor.s. it. 


234 To preſent our ſelves ft Ti emples,cc.C Fs 
[ye not, that 'your bodie is the Temple of the 
2Cer.6.16. Holy Ghoſt, &c. fo 2 Cor. 6. 16- and whats. 
[ Peer hath the Temple of God with 

? Tdols ? For ye are the Temple of the living 

God, &c. What, ſuffer 1dul-lovers, and lutts 
to loge in your hearts, which are the Tem- , 

| ple of God ? Oh ! What monſtrous Sacri- 
\ lege ? What | notorious blaſphemie 1s this? 
; There 1s no one conſideration does more | 
' deeply engage the friends of Chriſt, to 
' preſſe after Holizes, than this, that, as their | | 
bhumasz Natzare was ſofar honored by Chrift, 
as tobe taken into a perſonal union with 
the Dezizr 3.40 they, in their meſure, are 
taken into- a myſtick union with Chriſt; 
and thence become Temples, wherein he. 
dwels graciouſly, and ſpiritually, though not 
bodily, or perſonally, as in his own hauman,. 
Nature. . Oh ! what a cogent, Argument 
ſhould this be, to the friends ok, Chriſt,” to. 
ftudie, and endeavor, how they may beautifie 
and adyrne. their human Nature, that ſo it 
may be a fit 7, emple for Chritt to' dwel in; 
as the Human Nature. aſſumed by Chriſt, 
' Is the' Temple wherein the . Falnes of the 
Deitie dwels badily ? the very thought, . 
how far human. Nature is raiſed, and dig- 
nifed in. Chriſt, how far ſhould it raiſe 
our thoughts, ſtudies, and important endea- 
vors after Holines ; that ſo our own human. 
Natures may be preſented to' Chritt, as. 
holy, and living Temples, tit for his gracious , 


+ 
hg 3 


inhabitation 2 Ab !* what a fad contemplati- 
04 15 it to confider, how mich many ſeem- : 


-— — 
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| $.1. God's infinite condiſcendence. 
mg friends of Chriſt abuſe; and : abaſe. hu- 
man Nature, which is raiſed to ſo great a 


dignitic, by ſuffering vile Idob-lovers, and 


baſe luſts to inhabite therein ? Could* the 


blind Heathens fee fo much cauſe, why' 


men ſhould | not abaſe, : but honor human 
Nature, becauſe the foul dwels in it ? 


Oh then! how much greater cauſe have the. 


friends of Chritt, to hoxor, and. adprne hu- 
man Nature with Grace. becauſe Chriſt their 
beſt triend dwels' therein ? 


© ——_ 


CHAP. VIIE 


This DoGrine of Amitie with Chriſt 

iz;proved by Dotrinal Corolla- 

ries ard praQtick Uſes, for the 

| conviftion of opex Enemies, and 
"RYRYRNns Friends of Chriſt. 


PET 


—— - 


SEC T. Is 


Dothrinal Corollaries from this firſt pars of 
friendſhip with Chriſt. F 


23: 


Javing explicated, and demonſtrated the Do&rinal 
_ general conſtitution of the objef 3 how Corollarics 


; and why the friends of Chriſt muſt ele& 
him ſingly, completely, and for himſelf: We 


from this. 
firſt part of 
Friendſhip 


RoW.come tb make- ſome general Improve- withChriſt 


mens 5 
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ments, both DoGrinal; and prafiick , of this 
firlt part, of the firſt great and Fundamen- 
tal Law of Friendſhip with Chrift. The 
Dotirinal Improvements of this Head, we 
ſhal reduce to certain wſefiel Corolla- 
ries, or Inferences > which naturally flow 
from what has been laid down, and tollow 
| in their order. | 
_ 1- Doth Chriſt aſſume ſinners into ſuch a 
deſcerfon Þlefſed ftate of Friendſhip with himſclt ? 
of Free- . Hence then we may anfter,: what the infinite 
Grace, condeſcenſion, and Soverain Dominion of Frecs 
Gr zee, towards lapſed undone Man ns What? 
Is it poflible, that the great Fehovah ſhould 
ſtoop follow, as to engage in ſuch an 7nt;- 
mate friendſhip with his poor creature ? Yea, 
that the moſt glorious, pure, and ſpotleſſe Be- 
7g, ſhould be/ content; to ming)e. with: 7:- 
pare, dirtie, ſinful fieth.and bloud .? Yea, 
tarther, ' that the- evepx-bleſſed God. ſhould 
court, and befeech his deformed creature, to 
enter into a ſtrji& bond of triendſhip- with 
himſelf ? what tranſcendent condeſcendence 
15 this ? Was it ever known, that Beaxtie 
courted Deformitie > that- Riches begged 
triendſhip of Povertie 3 that Hoxor bended 
the knee to Refroche, and: Diſgrace> that the 
King beſeeched the Malefafor to be 'recon- 
ciled to him that Happines wooed Mzſerie 
to be its Spouſe 2 Yet, Lo |-thus it is in'this 
buſines of Friendthip with: Chrilt :-the firſt, 
and ſupreme Beaxtte.colirts' the. moſt de- 
DE formed ſinner. the infinitely. rich, and. ſelf 
7 an ſufficient Being begs his poor nothing=creature.. 


» 
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to be friends with him; the moſt Homora- 
ble Lord of Glorie wooeth his wretched, rc- 
proched, and captive rebel to be, not only 
reconciled to him, but his Spoxſe. 'O the 
unparalleled, and admirable ſoveraziatie of 
this Divine, condeſcendent Grace ! Who 
would ever have thought, or imagined, that 
ſuch Al-ſuffcient,and omnipotent Grace,ſhould 
have ſtooped fo low, to proud ſelf-conceited, 
and rebellious ſinners ?£ What a wonder of 
wonders is this, that free-grace ſhould pur- 
ſue ſinners with continued offers, yea, im- 
portunate deſires of Friendſhip, when they 
purſue it with repeted Effronts, and Acts of | 
Rebellion 2? O ! how ſhould the friends of 
(C hrift admire, and adore the Lengths, 
Breadths, Depths, and Hcights of this Tran- 

- {cendent condeſccntion of God ? 

2. Hence alſo we may mfer, What a No- 2. The 
ble, Generons, and Heroick. thing the true Dignitie 
Chriſtian Religion is 5 in that it puts lapſed — 
man, into a ſtate of friendſhip with the great _ 
God. For, what is true Religion, but a Reli- 
gation, or binding of the ſoul unto God ? 

And how can the foul be bound to God 
more miviolably, and more intimately, than 
by deep, ſpiritual, and lively Acts of Con- 
templation, Elefion, and Fruition of him for 
himſelf, as our friend ? Muſt not therefore - 
that Religion needs be a yery Heroick , and | 
Generous thing, which binds the heart 20 | 
God, by ſuch an inſeparable, intimate, and 
{tri&t-bond of Friendſhip ? ſurely he deſerves 
not this Title of honor, to be called a Chri- 
op ſtian, 
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X *Tis the 
higheſt 


fttan, who eſtimes not Religion, and Friend- 

ſhip with Chrift as the moſt Hoxorable thing 
in the World. , 

3. Hence learne farther, That none are 

truely :Wiſe, Tudicious, and Intelligent, but 


Wildome fyich as elect Chriſt for their Friend. The 


to make 
_ Chriſt our 


friend, 


alwaics been accounted, . by the wiſctt of 
men, of greateſt moment, and concerne- 
ment. , For Friendſhip, although it be but 


_ a Relative Being, yet it. 15 mightie efficac;- 


ous, and Influential 3 in that it ſecretly ;- 
ſinuates, and winds it felt into the heart ; 
and, by, I know, not what kind of charme, 
.captivates, and transformes it into the 1deas, 
and ®xalities of its friend. Is it not then 


a point of higheſt Taterejt, and conſequence, 


to (ee that we make choice of the bet 
friend? And can there be a more ſuztable, 
or better Friend than Chriſt ? Are not al 
other friends of #9 value, if compared with 


Chriſt? Have not the belt of creature-friends 


their crofſe humors, their ſelf-intereſts, their 


; moroſe, and diſagreable ations £ But oh ! 
what a ſweet-humored, ſelf-denying, conde- 


icendent, affefiionate, judicious, and faithful 
friend is Chriſt 2 Surely then, they are no 
tools, who ele& him for their friend, albeit 
they thereby, ſhould diſoblige al the world 
beſides, and incur its frowns. The friends of 
Chriſt know ful wel what they get, in mak- 
ang Chriſt, their friend, although thereby 


- they loſe al other friends ; yea make them 


their enemies. Time wil be, and that not 
By long 


choice of an agreable, and good friend, has * 
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long hence, when it wil more fully appear, 
that there is nothing of moment, but real 
Friendſhip with Chriſt : and therefore cer- 
tainly they who clc& Chritt for their triend, 

mult needs be the wiſelt of men, yea the 

only wiſe men; albeit they are not fuch 

nuw in the world's eye and etime. 
« 4-This Idea of Amztze witn Chriſt,as before 4+ Al by 
ſtated, inſtructs us alſo, that al men by nature Pe 
are enemies to God in Chrijts Friendſhip Ged "og Mm 
among men, as we have proved, comes not Chriſt, 
from Nature, but by choice : Mcn are not 
borne, but made. friends 3 and that by long 
converſation, and experience, grounded on 
ſome commun Likenes, and Agreablenes. 

And is there {o much requitite to the conſti- 
zation of friendſhip among men ? Oh! how 
much more then is there required, to the 
conſfiitution of a firme, 1vielable, and ſpiri- 

twal Amitie with Chriſt? Can a blind mind, 

by Natures dark Lanthorne, fee Chriſt's ex- 
ccllences ? Can Free-mil, by her moſt potent 
Impotence, find legs to come to Chriſt, or 
armes to imbrace him ? Can there be any 
Divine Amitie with Chrifi, without ſome 
Divine Conformitie, and Similitude, to him ? 

And has the black, deformed, Rebellions, and 

dcad ſoul any, the leafi, reflſemblance of 
Chrift by Nature ? Doth not Friendſhip 

with Chriſt, in its formal Idea, import a com- 
plete Reſignation, and ſubjedion to his Sove- 

rain Wii, and Grace ? And is not the Wil of 

man naturally crooked, perverſe, fiubborne, hu- 
morgus, proud, inflexible, and every way 

| rePUgnane 


_"—_ 


repugnant to Chriſt”s wil Yea, do not men 
| naturally hate Chriſt, and al that belongs to 
S . him; his Toke, Croſſe, Worſhip, Word, Wayes 
and People 2 It's true, fome natural mcn, 
having had the privilege ot a good caxca- 
tion, or the Iyfufion ot lome commun graces, 
preſume they love Chriſt wel :; but had they | 
been borne of Fews; Or Pagans, would-not 
the ſame commun motives; Which. now in- 
-  eluce them to love Chriſt, have proved as 
powerful to work in them, a more invete- 
rate hatred againſthim? Doth not our Lord 
hinſclt aſſure us? Luk: 11. 23. He that 54 
not - with me, is againſt me, &c. Whereby he. 
ſtrongly proves, that there can be no. midle | 
ſtate betwixt Eamitie againſt, and Friendſhip | 
with Chriſt : ſuch as are not friends to, are | 
enemies againlt him. | 


a 


= : 2 | ; | _ F 4 
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(41 aflur fit int 'um, nullis 
; lawn is {: bin-fafFh proo- 
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$- nM 5-Hence it tollows,that God alone can make. : 
DCbId men friends of Chriſt : Divine Amitie 1s the | 
rom Gog, Ett<ct of omnipotence ; man may as {oon give | 
himfelf an Azgelick, Being, as make himſelf 
a triend of Chriſt. Thence faith Chraitlt, ' 
Joh. 15+ 16. Te have not choſen me, but I 
| have choſen you, &C. a 4. 
z Toh. 15 18. - Conmendat mine Election 'of you, pre> - 


cedes your election of ne : 
you could never have elected 
me, had I not tirſt pre-elect- | 
ed, and pre-determined your 
hearts in order thereto: - 
Can corrupt Nature abjure, 


and abaydon'it 1a, its own Wiſdome, Wil, 
Imereſt,- and Dependences. Would it 


not k 5 
be 
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be thought a prodigious thing, if a dead man 
ſhould take up his Grave on his back, and 
walk ? And doth not the Scripture conclude 
al men by nature to be fpiritwally dead 2 Is 
there not an Tfinite diſtance between ſome- 
thing and Nothing ? And can any but Ionfi- 
nite, and Omnipotent power reconcile exX= 
tremes ſo infinitely diſtant, as ſomething 
and Nothing ? How then cat this Some- 


. thing of Friendſhip with Chriſt, be educed 


out of the confuſed Nothing of corrupt Nature, 
but by the omnipotent, creative power 'of 
God, who calleth (or maketh) things thax 
are not as though they were, Rom.4-17, Rom. 


| 9. 25- ;  - 
-_,, 6. Muſt Chriſt be thus elefted by his 6. The 
friends? then hence conclude, what monſtrous 


contradictions many ſeeming friends of Chriſt 


| /ye under. Who is there ſo profligate, 'and ſeeming 
1 dcbauched, but would fain be accounted a friends of 
| friend of Chriſt? And yet how few are Chriſt 


there, 'who walk with Chriſt, according to 


' thole Laws of friendſhip, which he hath 


made effential to fuch a ftate? Is it not a 
flat contradiGion in Chriſtianitie, tor men to 
profcile Amitie with Chriſt, and: yet fil to 


' referve ſecret haunts for ſome beloved luſt 2 


What !/ a friend to Chriſt, and yet maintain 
ſecret. dalliances, and correſpondences with 
his worſt enemies,  Self-love, Pride, Carna- 
litie, or any other Delilah ? A friend to 
Chriſt, and yet a friend to the znrighteous 

j. of 


World goods, as any Worldling ? A friend 
| BR - bs 


How far 


to Chriſt, and yet as ſeliſh, as narrow-hearted, 
as much clung to the Intereſts of the ficſh, as 
thoſe who are Chriſt's profeſt enemics ? A 
triend of Chriſt, and yet a ſecret, it not 
open, .enemie to the Saints his triends, to 


his Toke, Cr:ſſe, Sceptre, or Govcrnment, 


and wales? A friend of Chriſt, and yet as 
conformable to the luſts, humors, m:des or 
faſhions of this World, as carnal Scnſua- 


lifts ? A friend of Chriſt, and yct as frothie, - 


as vain, as ſleight-fpirited, as wanton in 


diſcourſe, as the profane ? A friend of. 


Chriſt, and yet as paſſionate and farioxs, on 
the leaſtprovocation 3 as fraudulent and de- 
cextful in thy dealings 3 as unfaithful and 
remiſſe m the Relations, ard duties of thy 
familic; as profane in thine oblcrvation of 
the Lord's day 3 as formal, careleſſe, and 
znconſtant m thy private Devotion 5 as re- 
gardleſſe, or indifferent as to the publick 


worſhip and ordinances of God, as others, | 


who pretend little or nothing to tricndthip 
with Chriſt? Oh ! What intinite contrads- 
&ions are theſe? How is H-l crouded with 
fuch friends of Chriſt ? Fe, Fie upon (uch 
Friendſhip ! Either reſolve to quit the 
Name ofa friend to Chriſt, or cle cloth thy 


name, with ſomewhat that - 1s better than a. | 


mere name, and more ' really demonſtrative of 
the zhing thou layeſt claim unto. | 
7, This farther informes us, That many 


ſome may gyakencd, terrified, iluminatcd, gificd, and 


SO As to 


ſeeming fFriendibip with Chriſt, and yer be but real Enemies | 


3 him, 


© 


"1 
Many ſeeming friends, C.8, 


formab | 


]S.1. real enemies of Chriſt. 


formal Profeſſors may arrive to high elevati- 
ons, aud raiſures of commun Friendſhip with 
Chrijt, and yet be indeed uo real friends, but 
enemies to him. Thus it was with him, 
Mark 12. 34. And when Feſus ſaw that he 
anſwered diſcretely, he ſaid unto him ; Thox 
art not far from the Kingdome of God. He 
was very near to Divine Amitie with Chriſt, 
ih regard of his Gifts, Illemimnation, Commun 
AﬀeTion, and Moralitie : and yet very far off 
from any cordzal, entire, and thoroughout em- 
bracement of a ſingle, complete Chriſt, fox 
himſelf. It is, or at leaſt ought to be 2 


dreadful conſideration for the Profeſſors of 
this Generation, to conſider, how near the 


Kingdome of Heaven, many ſeeming friends of 
Chrift have come in this Age 3 what ftrong 
and clear convictions of fin they have had 5 
what tremblements, and Earth-quakes of Con- 


ſcience they have lain under , how much, 


and how long they have been wounded by 
a Spirit of Bondage > how far their hearts 
have bcen purged from many groſſe, yea ſome 
tore refined corruptions 3 What a ſtock of 
Evangelick, Gifts, and commun Graces they 
have attained unto 3 what affeGionate de- 
fires they have ſeemed to have towards 


| Chriſt, his Ordinances, Diſcipline, Miniſters, 


Truatbs, Worſhip, Members, and wayes 3 how 
far they have tafted of the Celeſtial Gift, 


#ud the powers of the World to come, Heb. 6. 


4 55 What folemne covenants they have 
made with Chriſt ; and laſtly, how far they 


| have walked with Chrift, (though with q 


R '3 geeks 
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$. How 
eaſic 2 
thing jt is 
to miſcar- 
rie in the 


beginning 


ervoked double heart) in ſeeming wayes of 
friendſhip 3 I fay, to conhider how near the 
Kingdome of Heaven, mavy ſuch ' pretended 
friends of Chriſt have come, in thele lazter 
dxyes, and. yet after al, approved themſelves 
open enemies to him. Oh ! what a terrible, 
what. a ſoul-confounding, what an heart- 
bleeding conſideration is, or ought this to be, 
to the profejt friends of Chriſt this day ? What 
heart 15 there, if not Adamantine and obdu- 
rate, but trembles at (ſuch thoughts ? How 
ſhould thefe ſad, yea prodigious {pcRacles of 
Apoſtafie., fil us al with a Godly Fear, boly 
awe, and feclf-jeloufie £ Let bim that ſtand- 
eth, take bed left be fal: 


8. Hence allo we are taught, how eaſy 4 
ww; it # to miſcarric in the Beginnings of # 
s; 


f 
profeſed friendſhip with. Chriſt. Is there fo 


much required to the conſtitution Of a ral | 


Amitie with Chriſt? Muſt there be a part- 


Soul-deluſion moſt cafle. C.8. 


t vw _F-#u, Ga 


of our 
fricend- 


Mip with 


Chriſt. 


ing with al Beloved Jdols ? Ts it neceffarie that 


we bid Adicu to al O74 Lovers, whether Sin, 


Self, the World, or Law ? Is this the firſt 
fundamental Law of fricza/hip with Chriſt, 
that we efpouſe a ſingle, complete, Chriſt, for 
himſelf, and with a ſingle complete heart ? 
Oh! how ealic a thing is it then to miſcarrie, 
in the beginnings of our friendſhip with 
Chriſt ? Eclicve it, the Jeaft flaw or error, it 
onr” tirſt cloſings with Chriſt, is fundamental: 
Whence proccdes the great Hypocriſies, and 


Apoſtaſies, of mens Hearts, and Lives, but": 
trom {ome- praftick crror, miſtake, or defect: 


wm their firſt Ele&iou of, and Amitie with 
_ ES Rog Chriſt ? 
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s. 1. Falſe friendſhip commun. 


Chriſt ? Friendſhip 3} begun, can never end 
wel : He that begins but an Almoſt friend, 
wil end an. Altogether-enemie of Chriſt. 


245 


9. This inſtructs us allo, That much of 9 Muelz 


that which paſſeth fir good frienaſhip with 
Chrift, inthe eye of the World, i in truth but 


eeming 


frizndſhip 
withChrift 


real eumitie againſt Chriſt, in the eye of Ged. is butreal 


Oh! how many are there, who are friends <omitie te 


of Chriſt in profeſſion, and yet enemies to 
him in Afedon 3 at lefi in the Bent of their 
Hearts 7 Ah ! Alas ! how is the mifible 
Chzrch on earth, crouded with many ſecret 
enemies to, who ſeem good friends of Chriſt ? 
Yea, what Throngs, and Criuds of Hypo- 
crites are there now roaring in Hel, who 
once. paſſed for great friends of Chriſt, in 


the viſible Church ? Afluredly, real Friend- 


ſhip with Chritt is very rare, and difficult : 
It is. an eafie matter to be a friend in Name 3 
but O ! how difhcult is 1t to be fo indeed ? 
I verily believe, that one great deftigne of al 
God*s Providences towards his Church, is to 
diſcover the Rottenneſſes, and Hypocrifie of 
falſe friends of Chrilt. Anal am not with- 
out great, and, I fear, too rational fears, 
that many of thoſe whe now paſle for gene- 
rally avowed friends of Chrift, wil one 
day appear to be but bollow-hearted, and 
maſqued enemies of him. O that there were 
not too great grounds for fuch fears ! 


ins. 


10. From the general Idea, and notion of 16. Trae 


Friendſhip, we may colle&, That there js limle, 
yea very little real, and ſolids Amitie to be 
found amongſt men, each towards other. 
| R 3 


friendſh 
among 
men very 


It's rare.- 
bruc, 
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246 Littlereal friendſhip among men. C.$, 
true, there is a6thing among men more af. 
fefted, and commun than this ftile, Tour 
Friend, and yet what more rare than the 
Thing ? The Notion of Friendſhip 15 Sweet, 
and Amiablez and therefore al lay claim to. 
it 3 but the prafiice of the Thing it {elf is 


very difficult and rare, eſpecially in this ſelf. 
ſeeking Age 3 and therefore it is no won- 
der, that the moſt of men, even among thoſe 
who aſſume to themſelves the name, are fo 
much ſtrangers' to the thing. Alas ! How 
few are there, who do, or can elec} their 
triend' for himſelf 2 Wil not the moſt of 
men break with their beſt friends, when 


they crofſe their Hwumors, or Tatcreſts ? Do] 
not the Philoſophers teach us, that al true} 


Amitie i founded in Virtue ? And 1s thert' 
any virtue beyond Friendſhip with Chriſt? 
May we not then hence conclude, That there 
i no true Amitie among men, 4s men, but 
what ſprings from Amitte with Chriſt £ I am, 
ſtrongly perſuaded, that there was never 
| leffe Friendſhip among mex, as men, than 
now adayes : and the reaſons to me are; 
evident 3 namely, from the ftrexgth of mens 
private paſſions, their Inordinate love to this 
World, the Soverain prevalence of ſelf, 
and the decay of that ancient $7mplzcitie, 
Tntegritie, and pwblick-ſpiritednes, which 
formerly flouriſhed among men. Thee, I 
ſay, ſeem' to be the genuine Reaſons, and 
Cauſes, why there now 15 Iefle nataral, or 
civil Amizie among men, than in the dayes 
of old. ES ah i 
4» 1 I» Hence 


8.1. The folie of ſuch as rejed Chriſt. 247 
11-Hence alſo we may conclude, That ſuch 11-] The 


f| a re ne che? Cori for thels Flenb, ane ef 


, 


"yl deſervedly branded with the blackeft marque fuſs to 
the I Fools, and Mad mey, Is Chriſt indeed make 

*t] fo amiable, and eligible for himſelf ? Doth Chrit 
: to al the Glorie, and perfeion of the bleſſed _ 1 
"BY Deitic dwel bodily in him ? Is 1t man's u- EI 
—_ preme Dignitie, Libertie, and perfe&ion to 

of ele, and adhere to him for himſelf ? Oh 

ole} then ! how deſperately fooliſh, how notori- 

ouſly mad are al they, who rejec, or neg- 

Wl lect the election of ſuch a friend ? Alas't 

ny whatis it to have al the World thy friend, 

Af if Chriſt be thine enemie? Wil not al the 

My Gloric of this fading world, at the laſt con- 

w flagration, be burnt up, and contracted into 

us its firſt nothing ; at leaſt as to matter of 

. happines? What canft thou be faid to have, 

t: or enjoy, if thou wanteſi Chriſt ? How 

"lf poor would thy gain be, if al the earth 

ny were thine, and Chriſtnot thine ? But on 

" the contrarie, what a bleſſed loſſe is that, 

7 if thou ſhouldeſt loſe al things, to gain 

ny Chriſt? Are not al things without Chriſt 

" nothing, and yothing with Chriſt, as good 


” asalthings? Is it not notorious folic, for 
| 32 rational ſoul, to hunger after the jejune, 
h emtie pleaſures of a vexatious World, and 
6 to negle& the Divine ſ#avities, and deliceg 


al. of an zncreated, eternal Good ? Doth it nat 
F argue a ſottiſh, bewitched mind, to ſtand 
; gazing on a blaſted, Syn-burnt floux of 
Th ſenſfible good, and mean-while to turne the 
1 back on the Sn of Righteouſnes, that firſt 
Ws R 4 Light 
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Light, and Beautie ? Alas ! Alas ! that Ra- 
tional creatures ſhould be ſo raving mad, as 
to laviſh their 4fe&ions on fuch defurmed 
Harlots, and black \Idols of clay, and yet 
fnd fo little love, for the beſiz triend that 
ever was! O the Monſtrows folie ! O the un- 
conceivable madyes of blind fmners ! That 
Beautie it ſelf ſhould have ſo few eyes 
22Zing on it; that the ſupreme, eternel, 


moſt comprehenſive, molt diffuſive, molt per- 
maxent. and, beſt good, ſhould have ſo tew 


| hearts fettered and chained to it ! That he, 


who is the wonder of Heaven, and Earth, 


the only Beloved of the Father, ſhould 
have fo little ſhare in the hearts of men ! 
O bewitched fools! O blind ſouls ! What 
ails you, that ſuch an incomparable 
friend is deſpiſed by you ? How comes 


it to paſſe, that you are ſo deſperately 


mad, as to part with your love, and 
fouls for mere nothing ? When wil men 
pc wilc ? | 
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SECT, 2: 


—— 


4 pra&ick Improvement of this Dotirine, 
touching Amitie with Chriſt, in order ts 
the conviction of ſecure ſinners, wbo re- 
ject Chr Iſt, 


Aving diſpatched the Do@rinal Corolla- 
; ries, WE now procede to ſome pradtick, 
Improvements of this great Doctrine, touch- 
ing-Friendſhip with Chriſt. And the tirft 
oreat practick Tſe I would make of this We r. 
Dofrine, 1s of conyincement tO ſecure ſinners, _—— 
who neither Mind, nor Afﬀett this great con- (0. 6 
cerne of Divine Amitie with Chriſt, This rers, who 
Uſe I ſhal branch forth into two parts, mind nor 
(1.) The convidion of the Six. (2.) The TY 
conviction of the Miſerie, of ſuch as nei- C0. 
ther mind, nor Aﬀet Friendſhip with 
Chriſt, 

I. To convince ſecure ſinners of their 2- The 
fin 3 in rejeing, or neglefing Friendſhip with —_ 
Chriſt, we may conlider its Aggravations Sins on - 
both in regard of its Qbjed, Subjea, For- mind 
wal Nature, and Effefs. friendſhip 

I. The Aggravations, and weight of this _ m_— 
tin wil greatly appear, if we f{criouſly —_ 
weigh, and. confider the Obje& againtt Objea. 
which it firikes. For it is a Maxime evi- | 
dent to the Light of Nature, and fo uni- 
verſally granted by al confiderate perſons, 

Thas the Aggravation of an offenſe is to be 
t += 0h meſurcs 


30 


xr. It;1s 
2gainſt 
Chriſt the 
- alone An- 
thor of life. 


Pſa). $1, 


19, II. 


The ſin of ſuch as Ele not Chriſt. C'B, | 


meſured by the Obje@, or Perſon againſt whom 
it ts committed. Now then let us confider 
what there is in Chriſt, that Aggravates their 
ſin, who refuſe Divine Amitie with him. 
(1.) Is not Chriſt the alone Spring, 
and Source of Spiritual life ? Can any but 
Chriſt give life to dead fouls ? Did he not 
dic, that dead ſinners might live ? Is not his, 
bloud a Soverain balſame for wounded 
bleeding fouls ? O then ! how comes it to * 
paſle, that bleeding, dying finners reject him, 
who is the alone Soverain phyſician of Souls ? 
Was it ever known, that a condemned Re- 
bcl refuſed to be reconciled to, and receive 
a pardon from his Soverain Prince 2. Is it 
poſſible, that a wretched Maleta&or, hung 
up in Chains for his Sin, ſhould refuſe friend- 
fhip with the Prixce of Life, who alone can 
ſave him ? What ? Art thou a poor, ſtarved 
{mner, and yet refuſctt the Bread of life ? Yea 
docſt thou trample on the Lord of life, who 
makes ſuch provition of ſuitable, abundant, 
ſoel-ſtrengthening, ſoul-fattening, ſoul-ſatisfy- 
ing, and delicious tood for thee? Oh ! what 
a monſirous piece of Ingratitude 1s this ? 
So Pſal. $1. 10, 11- Chrift makes a folemne 
invitation : open thy mouth wide and I wil fil 
zt.And what tollows? But my people would not 
hearken to my voice ; and Iſrael} would none 
of me. On! there lies the filing of their 
im, Iſrael would have none of mee This 
DES the greateſt word that ever was 
{poke : it les as a Moumtain of Lead on 
KraePs fin ; O! What a generons, illuſtrious, 
| ; Divine 
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Divine Me is. this? How many Paradiſes, 


Heavens, and Glories lies wrapt up in this 


great Me ? What a death, and Hel is it to 
be deprived of this brave, and #ohle Me 2 
What eye-plealing Beanies, what ſoul-ſatit- 
fying delices, what infinite Treaſures of 
Grace, and Glorie lic in this inconceivable 
Me, as dropt from Chriſt's mouth ? And 
yet, lo ! Iſrael would have none of me: | 
would fain be a friend of Tfracl, but alas ! 
Iſrael would have none of me, tor her friend: 
I coxrt aud wooe Iſrael to be my Spouſe, but 
ſhe refufeth and reje&ts Me: Me, who am 
her moſt honorable, laudable, and beſt elt , 
Me, who am her old, tried, faithful, omnipo- 
zent, moſt uſeful, and moſt pleaſing friend, 
What a world of decp aggravations arc 
there couched under this little Pronoun Me 2? 
Who would ever have imagined, that Iſrael, 
who profcfſed ſo much triendihip to Chriſt, 
ſhould be guiltic of ſuch unkindnes ? 

(2.) Is not Chrift extreme willizg, and 2. Clift” 
readie to give out life to ſinners ? Doth he Wiingnes 
not Joxg for, and thirſt after the Salvation of CS life, 
loft ſouls ? Are not his offers of life exced- and to be 
ing Free, chearful, and univerſal ? May not reconcilcc. 
al that wil, come and drink freely of this 9? £00ets: 
living Fountain, Revel. 21. 6 ? Is not he 
as readie to give as We are to askez to open, 
as we are to knock, Fob. 4. 10. Doth he 
not give Liberally, and Abundaytly to al that 
deſire friendſhip with him, Caxr. 5. 1 ? Yea, 
doth he not wait long, and greatly importune 
lpners to be xeconciled to. him ? So 2 Cor. 

| $* 20» 
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Chrift's 
perſena] 
excellene 
CES. 


the eyes, and Gvodnes allure the Hearts of 


of ſuch as EleF not Chriſt. C.8, 
5.20. Ie pray you in Chriſt's ſtead, be ye 
reconciled to God, Now is not this an hai» 
nous critne, that Chriſt, who 15 the. Lord of 
Glorie, ſhould come and beſtech his enemies 
to be reconciled to him, and yet they go on 
in open Hoſtilitie againſt him ? What ? Doth 
Chriſti, who 13 the perſon offended, and 3y- 
jured, ſtoop ſo low, as to become a ſwuppli- 
eant, and beſeech you; who arc rebellious 
Subjes, to be reconciled to him, and his 
Father ? And wil you fleight ſuch gracious 
eondeſcenſion, ſuch unparalleld ofters of mer- 
eic ? Oh ! What prodigious Impietie is this 2 


I « 


(3-) Conſider again, what it 1s you rejed, 


in rejecting Chriſt and friendſhip with him. 
Is not Chriti, as has been proved, mvſt eligible 
for himſelf * Doth not al Gu# the Father*s 
Glorie, and perfection, even the Bleſſed Deitie 
it ſelf, dwel corporally, 1. e. Really, Subſtan- 
zzally, and Perſonally in him ? Is he not the 
expreſſe Image and Charadr of the Father's 
Perſou, and Glorie, Heb. 1.3 ? And 1s he 
not thence the Firſt in order of Trzths, and 
the Laft in order of Exds ; the Alpha aud 
Omega of man's Felicitie, as Revel. 1. 11. 
I am Alpha and Omega, the Firſt, and the 


Laſt, &&c ? Now, can a rational creature be 


| guiltic of a greater crime than this, to re- 


fuſe Friendſhip with the firſ® Truth, and 
Laf# End of al things ? For, what more 
Beautiful than the Firſt Truth or Light ? 
and what more Amiable than the Laſt End 
or choiceſt-Good ? Dothnot beaurie attratt 


al? 


ds Lp ! # 


main of objedive Beatitude ? 


S. 2. The ſin of ſuch as Ele@ not Chriſt. 
al? And, by a paritie of reaſcn, muſt not 
the Firſt Beautie, if ducly apprehended, ne- 
ccſfarily be moſt attratiive of the mind's 
contemplation > and the Laſt, beſt Gozd, moſt 
alluring 'of the wil's El:Giom ? And yet, 
Ah! Alzs! How few minds ſtand gazing on 
Chriſt, the Firſt Beantie, and Truth. ? How 
few Wils are fettcrcd and chained to Chritt, 
the Laſt End, and Chiefeſt Gocd 2 Oh! What 
horrid Atheiſme, Sacrilege, and Blaſphemie is 
this, to refuſe Amitie with ſuch an excellent 
ſuperlative Good as Chriſt is ? Who would 
ever believe, did not woful experience aſſure 
us of- jt. that man, who is induced with a 
rational capacitie, ſhould be ſo much averſe 
from, yea an enemie to his beſt Good ? Oh! 
when, when, wil the blind, mad world of 
finners come to it ſelf, and be convinced of 
its fin, and miferie, in reje&ing Chriſt, the 
alone Fountain of the Divine Life, and the 
2. The Appravations ct this fm, in re- 
jcing friendſhip with Chriſt, may be me- 
{ured by its chitt Swbjed or Seat, whiett is 
the J/il. This 1s an Aphoriſme in Theolo- 
gie, generally granted in the Scholes, That 
look by how nmch the more of the wil there 
# in any fn, by ſo much the mire it is ag- 


gravatcd : For the Wil is the chief ſear, and' 


therctor© the meſure of Moral Beings, whe- 
thr goed or evil. If there were n@ pgocd 
wil, there could be no Grace, nor Glorie : 
and jf there were no ſinful wil, there could 


according 


bc 0 fin, nor Hel 5; And fo by conſequence, 
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tions of 
this ſing in 
refufirg 
Amitie 
wihChriſt, 
meſured 
by its ſub» 
13 
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Plai. $1.11. 


The ſin of ſuch as Ele& not Chriſt. C.8, 
according to the proportion of the wil, Such 
is the proportion of our Grace, or Sin. A 
wil flrongly bent for God, is <cminently 
Gracious and a wil firongly bext for ſin, 
is notoriouſly wicked. - Now this fin, of 
rejecting Amitie with Chriſt, carries much of 
the il; and therefore much of the the for- 


mal Nature, Venome, and Mal:gnitie of fin 


init. And thence it deſerves a remargue, 
that when Chriſt comes to convince the un- 
believing Jews, of the weight of their fin in 
reje&ing, him, he layes the ſtreſſe of al on 
their //;1. So Plal. $1 11. But my people 
would not hearken to my woice, aud Iſrael 
would none of me. The like Prov. 1, 25. 
But ye have ſet at nought al my counſel, aud 
would none of my reproofs Thus alſo Foh: 
5-40. And ye wil not come ta me that ye 
might have life. And ſo elſe where, Chritt 
frequently upbraids them with wilful impe- 
nitence, and wunbelief ; which argues not any 
ſufficient light in Nature to apprehend, or mo- 
ral capicitie in the Wil to embrace Chriſt; but 
theſe, and ſuch like Reprehenfions are uſed 
to point out the chief rot, and ſeat of the 
diſcaſe, which is the 7/7] : For ſinners are 
wilfully Ignorant, or Haters of the light, as 
Prov. 1-29+ For that they bated knowlege, 


&c. and fo proportionably, wilfally impotent, 


or unable to come to Chriſt tor life. Now 
Is it not a prodigious fin, tor - men wiltully 


to ſhut their eyes againſt, and hate the moſt _ 


beautiful, and glorious rayes of Divine light, 


that ſixcam from Chriſt, the Sun of Righte- 
|  onſues? 
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ouſnes ? 1s Chriſt ſo ful of lite, and ſo willing 
to give it forth unto al that come unto him? 
and ſhal ſinners be unwilling to receive it 2? 
What ? not willing to live? Doth not this 
ſeem firange ? A reaſonable creature, and 
yet unwilling to be happic ? Is death a thing 
fo amiable, as to be_preterred betore life ; 
yea, Immortal death, betore Immortal life ? 
Was it ever known, that chains and fetters 
were more eligible, than Libertie and free- 
dome? Oh! what a monſtrous fin-15 this, that 
poor undone ſinners, ſhould wilfully con- 
temne the Fountain of al life ? Who would 
ever have thought, that a rational creature” . 
ſhould be ſo ſottiſh and mad, as wilfully, and 
ele&vely to prefer ſin, the worſt evil, before 
Chriſt the chiefeſt good ? What a reproche, 
and diſgrace is this to human Nature, that 
it ſhould cordzally embrace Saran, the worſt 
of enemies, and wilfully reject Chniſt the 
beſt of Friends ? Can there be a greater fin 
than this,for an Intelligent Being eleG:vely to 
. chaſe, yea, love Death, and hate Chriſt, who | 
is life it (elf ? And yet this is the cale of al : 
thoſe who embrace not Chriſt as their friend, 
Prov. 8. 36. Al they that hate me, love 
death. 
. 3. The Apgravations of this fin, not to 3: The' 
mid, or afett Amitie with Chriſt, are lively meſure of 
repreſented in its Formal Natzre, and Ideas c_— 
The Definition, or eſſential Idea of a thing fg,mal 
gives you 'its format mature, portrait, and Nature. 
Image: and it you underſtand the Formal 
nature of a ſin, you may cally gueſfle at its 
Agera- 


— 


2:56 The (in of ſuch as EleF not Chrift. C.8, ; # 


Aggravations. Now the general Tdea, and 
formal nature of al fin conlitts in an Oblz:- 
quitie,.or tranſereſſion of ſome Divine Law. 
And by how much the more forcible, obl;- 
gatorie, and inviolable the Law 1s, by fo 
much the more there 1s of Obl:quztie, and 
Malignitie in that fin, which is the Tranſ. 
grefſion of ſuch a Law. Now , the Lay, 
which obligeth men to mind and fe Amij- 


tie with Chriſt, is the Meazators Law, an 


Evangelick, Law, which hath a double Sanding 
appendent to it 3 not only that of a Creator, 
but alſo that of a Redeemer. And oh! 
What an hainous.crime is this, to Tranſgreſſe 
this Evaneclick Law of the Mediator 3 which 


is twiſted, and compoſed of ſuch filken. cords 


of love, ſuch ſweet obligations of Evangelick 
Grace, and Mercie ? This Aggravation 1s ſet 
forth to the life, Heb. 2. 2, 3+ For if the 
word ſpoken by Angels. | i. e- the Law of 
Moſes | was ftedfaſt, and every Tranſgeſſion, 


and diſnbedience received a juſt recompenſe of | 


reward : How ſhal we eſcape, if we negle@ 
ſo great ſalvation, which at the firſt began tg 
be (ſpoken by the Lord, 8c? As ithe had ſaid ; 


Alas! if the Tranſereſion of the Moſaick 


Law was. reputed fo hainoxs, and therefore 
had ſuch dreadful curſes.pronounced againſt 
Alt z what ſhal we fay of ſuch as tranſgreſle 
the Mediator's Evangclich Law of Grace j 
which offers life and falvation to ſinners? 


Oh! what a prodigious fin is this, to meg- * 


lea ſo great Salvation, which the Son of God 


> 


invitcs-us;to?-How deſervedly do ſuch periſh? 
__ But; 
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But a little to examine the particular Ideas; The par! 


and branches of this ſin. | | 
(1-) Not to mind, and affe& Amitie with 
Chriſt, carries in its formal nature or bowels 
a world of Usbelief, and Atheiſme. Not 
to embrace Chriſt as our beſt friend, what is it 
but to give God the Lie ? So1 Joh. 5: I'Os 
He that believeth not God, hath made him a 
liar 3 becauſe he believeth not the record that 
God gave of his Son. Can there be a greater 
fin than this, to make God, who 1s veracitze 


1 ſelf, and the firſt Truth, a Liar ? And 


doth not every one that rejeceth Chriſt, 
make God a liar \ becauſe he believeth not the 
record that God hath given of his Son ? O re- 
member, ſinner, what thou doeft, when thou 
retuſcſt friendſhip with Chrift : know, that 
thcreby thou makeſt the moſt faithfil, and 
bleſſed God a har; And ſo, ( O the mon- 
ſtrous Blaſphemie not to be mentioned with- 
out horror !) a Sox of the Devil ? 

(2.) To reje& Chritt, or negle& friend- 
{hip with him, 1s no leſſe than a repeted 
Crucifixion of Chriſt, and expoſing of him to 
open ſhame : Men crie Shame, and Treache- 
rie on Fad, for betraying of his Lord : 
They condemne Plate, for condemning the 
Lord of life : Who ſo wicked, as not to 
eft1me the Fews bloudie, and curſed, for em- 
brewing their hands in the bloud of their 


Meſias 2 But know that every one, who re- 


fuſcth Chriſt, and friendſhip with him, be- 
trayes him as much as Judas, condemnes him 
worle than Pilate, and embrews his hands 

8 itt 


ticular 

Ideas of 
thisfin. 
r. Ir's ful 
of Athe- 
1\me and 
unbelief. 


x Joh.5.10g 


2.Itisa 
crucifxion 
of Chriſt; 


3. Itis 
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in his Savior's bloud, as wel as the bloud- 
thirſtie Fews. For it is molt certain, that 
Chriſt hath no worſe Enemie, than thc Vnbe- 
liever , he who wil not e-.& him as his 
7:c3:d, © He that wil not enibrace Chriſt, as 
offered in the Goſpe!, with his whole heart, 
and adhere to him as his beſt friend, is his 
worlt enemie; and one that daily crucifies 
the Lord of Glorie, by his unbelict. O 
confider the weight of this fin, as dcefcribed, 
Heb. 6.6. Seing they  Crucifie to themſelves 
the Son of God afreſh, and put him to an open 
ſhame. 


(3-) Not to embrace Chriſti, as offered in 


blaſpkem- | "ad * £. | 2 
Joo Cbrit. the Goſpel for our friend, is formal blaſphe 


mie 3 in that it brings a ſcandal..il report,and 
reproche on Chriſt. What is Blaſphemie, but 
to raiſe an 1] report, or ſcandal on God, 
whereby the moſt blctied Dcitic 1s reproched, 


Now,what brings a grcatcr reproche or Scan ' 


dal on God, than to contemne and diſgrace the 
Son of God, 1o far, as to preter any other 


tricnd, either f'x, or ſelf betore him ? Can _ 


there be a greater reproche or diſgrace caſt 
on Chriſt, than to ele&t Td»1-lzufts, or other 
lovers before him ? Is. not this an high 
picce of Blaſphemie, to tel the World, that 


that the Creature deferves our friendſhip | 
more than Chriit the Creator of al ? Oh think þ 
on this ! 


| (4+) Not to make Chriſt our friend, is, in 
an tigh degree Sacrzlege, or robbing Got of 
bis duc. . Al ſerious ſpirits hate and abhor 
the Irnpatation' of Sacrilege, both zame and 


) 


thing t | 


_ of theſinz we might be as large in laying 


S. 2. The miſerie of ſuch as reje& Chriſt. 259 
thing : But what greater Sacrilege can there 
be, than to rob, and plunder 'Chriſt of his 
Diademe, and Imperial Throne # Is not 
Chriſt's Medzatorie Office his Diademe ? and 
is not the heart of his friends, his chief 
Imperial Throne? Do not then al ſuch as 
refuſe to make him their friend, rob him 
of his Diademe and Throne £ Thus we ſee 
what the Aggravations of this fin are mn 
regard of its formal xatare and Idea. 

4- We-may take a meſure of this fin, not 4. The 
not to mind friendſhip with Chrift, by its Aggrava- 
Effetts. That muſt needs be a fin of the — 
firſt magnitude, which has a moſt Univerſal, 1, ple 
malignant Influence on al other Sin. Now Chriſt from 
eamitie againſt ' Chriſt, or the negle& of us EfteQts, 
friendſhip with him, is the bitter root, and 
poiſoned Fountain of al other fin. Whence 
iprings carnal confidence, groundles preſumti- 
0, ſoul-delufion, Formalitie, Hypocrifie, Hard- 
nes of heart, and final Apoſtafie, but from 
enmitie againſt Chriſt, or ſome eſſential de- 
fe of Amitie with him ?_ -— 
2. We have cxplicated the Aggravations 7 . 


: pwnd | ſuch as re= 
open the Aggravations of the miſerie, that gard not 


tollows on the not minding, and Aﬀediing friendſhip 
Amitie with Chrift. Can there be an higher ih 
piece of Milerie, than to have Chriſt, who m 
IS the beſt friend, our worſt Enemie ? And is 
not Chrift a profefſed enemie unto al ſuch, 
as regard not friend{hip with him '? Were 
1t not much better for a man to have al the 
World his enemie, than Chriſt? Can there 

S 2 be 


-- 


Heb. 10. 
2s, 29, 
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'be a worſe Hel, than an Heart void of 
Chriſt ? We may read the dreadful doom of 
ſuch, Heb. 10. 28, 29. He that defpiſcd Mo- 
{es's Law died without mercic, under two or 
three witneſſes. Of how much ſorer puniſh- 
ment, ſuppaſe ye, ſhal he be thought worthy, 
who hath troden undcr foot the Son of God, 
&c? As the fm of rejecting Chrilt is of an 
bigher and deeper guilt, fo alſo the puniſh- 
ment bears ſome proportion thereto. The 
Mediator*s curſe 15 a deuble, and complicatcd 
curſe : A cup of pure, immixcd vengeance 
15 prepared tor Ev2ygelick, enemies of Chriſt ; 
The hotteſt place in Hel mutt be their eter- 
nal manſion and portion. So it follows, 
V. 30» For we know him that hath ſaid, 
Venreance belongeth unto me, I wil recompenſe 
ſaith the Lord. Evangclick Vengeance, u Ven- 
geance with a witnes ; pertcC& in the higheit 
degree and kind, both Intexſively, and Exten- 
fively ? And that which addes the greateti 
weight to al, is, that it is Immediate Venge- 
ance : it flows: immediately from the vin- 
aiftive juſtice of Chriſt the Mediator, againſt 
whom the fin is committed. So, v. 31. It 
i5 a fearful thing to fal into the hands of the 
living God. The like 2 Theſ. 1. 8. In 


flaming fire taking ve:7eance, Kc, V. g. who 


ſhal be puniſhes with everlatiing deitratti-n 
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of Chriſt may now fleight, and diſregard 
both his offers of friendſhip, and Threats of 
puniſhment : but oh ! what wil they ſay, 
or think ,, or do, when they fee him, whale 
friendſhip they have now contemned, 
coming, as their Judge, in flaming fire, 
to take vengeance ou them ?'O that they 
would now conſider, What it is to fal under 
the Mediator*s malediftion | Let al. the cnc- 
mies of Chriſt, whether open or fecret, re- 
member, that their condemnation ſtands 
ſubſeribed, and ſealed with the Medzator*s 
carſe, unleſſe they repent, and come to terimes 
of friendſhip with him, Joh. 3. 18. He 
that believeth not, is condemned alreadie, 1. C. 
His ſentence of eternal damnation ſtands 
{ubſcribed, and ſealed in Heaven, and the 
execution wil unavoidably follow, unleſſe he 
repent. And tel me now, 15 death a thing 
ſo defirable, as to be preferred before life ? 
Are the chains, and fetters of damned fin- 
ners ſo amiable, as to make thee in love with 
them? Canſt thou expect more cafe and ſa- 
tistaction in the eternal flames of divine 
wrath, than in the ſweet boſome of the. 
Lord Jeſus? Wil the hideous yellinzs, and 
diſmal cries of damned: ſpirits, be more 
plealing Mufick in thine ears, than the bleſſed 
Halelujah's of glorified Saints and Angels ? 
Is there ſo much ſweetnes, and Libertie in 
the ſervice of Satan or ſin, as to make thee 
willing 'to prefer it before Amitie with 
Chriſt, and the glorious Libertie of the ſons 
of God ? Are the poiſonous ſtreams, which 
S3 flow 
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flow from the dead Seca of ſenſual enjoyment, 

more refreſhing, and ſoul-ſatisfying, than the 

waters of life from Chriſt ? It not, how 

comes it to paſſe that thou doeſt ſo much 

negled, and ſleight Amitie with Chriſt? Lo! 

Chriſt is willing to be triends with thee; he 

offers life to thee > take heed what thou 

doeſt ; negle& not 1o great ſalvation : Re- 
member what it 1s that is offered to thee ; 
and who it is that offers it. And O! be- 
ware how thou delayeſt in coming to termes 
ot Agreement with Chriti. Haiti thou not 
long enough already peritited in enmicie 
againſt Chriſt,” and thine own foul ? Wilt 
thou be ſo bard-hearted, and to cruel to thy 
{elt, as to embrew thine hands, for ever, in 
thine own bloud ; the bloud of thine Im- 
mortal ſoul? Is not enmitie againſt Chritt 
the worlt ſoxl-murder ? Canit thou find it 
in thine heart to let thy poor foul famiſh, 
when as the bread of life 18 oftercd to thee ? 
Art thou content to hang in chains for. ever, 
3s a rebel againſt Heaven, rather than to 
accept a pardon from fo gracions a Prince ? 
O have ſome pitic on thy ſoul, and rcfolve 
to make Chrift thy friend. Alas ! Alas! 
canſt thou expe& that any ſhould pitie thee 
at the laſt day, it #ow thou wilt not have 
ſome pitie on thy {elf ? Art thou reſolved 
to be a Deril to thy {clf, I mean a Deſtroyer 
of thine own ſoul, by. thy wiltul enmitie 
againſt Chriſt ? What ſhal I fay ? O that 1 
could but perſuade men to be willing 39 
te ! Is this a difficult xequeſt '? and er, 
es 6 pk Alas! 


s * 
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Alas ! how few are there, who are. really 
willing to live etcrnally ? It js a diſinal, 
aſtoniſhing contider2tion, to think, how few, 
among the croud of Ciritiians, are really 
willing to live, Suzcly. did ſecure ſinners 
underſtand what truc ipiritual life, and Hap- 
pines were,we ſhould not have ſo much ado, 
to beſeech them to cloſe with Chriſt, as their 
friend. ' Oh ! this is the cxrſe of curſes, 
men know not the things that belong to their 
peace, LuK. 19. 42+ 


A. 


SECT. 3. 


How far Refined Hypocrites may pracede, 


in a ſeeming Amitie with Chriſt, and yet 


continue real enemies to bim. 


Uſe 2. His Do&rine of Divine Amitie 
| with Chriſt, as before ſtated, af- 
fords us yet a more cloſe word of convidion, 
and Terror for ſecret refined Hypocrites > who 
ſeem good friexds, but yet really are no better 
than maſqued enemies of Chriſt. Indeed 
the caſe of ſuch is more deſperate, than that 
of open- enemies to Chriſt : For, by how 
much the more difhcult it is, to diſcover 
the wound of their Hypocrifie, by fo much 
_ the more dangerous, and incurable it is. Ac- 
cording to moral eſtimation, it is far more 
ealie to awaken a debauched fianer, and 
make him ſenſible of his neceſfitie of Chriſt, 
than Evangelick, Spiritual, and refined Hy- 
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pocrites 3 who being under ſome commun 
Ileminations, tranſient Aﬀecitons, ſeeming 
Graces, Good motions, and falſe pretenſions of 


' Friendſhip with Chrift, are hereby made. 


more Real and Effetnal, though cunning, 
and imperceptible enemies to him. Where- 
fore to diſabuſe, and undecerve fuch ſelf-de- 
luding ſinners, of their dangerous, it not 
defperate Hypacriſie, weſhal, with the Lord's 
Ailiſtance, endeavor to lay op:n betore them, 
C1.) How Far they may procede in a ſeem- 
zng Friendſhip with Chriſt, and yet continue 


real enemies to him. And then, (2.) What 


a ſinful, fooliſh, curſed, and wretched ſtate 
this is, under a pretinded Friendſhip with 
Chrift, to cover over, aud concele a real enmitte 
againſt him. 
Q. 1. How far Refined, Evangelick Hypo- 
crites may pracede in a ſeeming friendſhip with 
Chriſt, and yet-continue real ences to him. 
The very mention of this Queltion ſhould 
make our fleſh to Tremble } cfpccially it we 
conſider, what prodigious experiments, and 
Tftances we have had in this Age (to aſcend 
no higher) to explicate, and demonſtrate the 
ſame. O that we al had a atep, quick, 
lively, and feeling ſenſe of the weight of this 
How far Queltior. How ſhould. the Apprehenhtions, 
Zk 2ny ot the Apoſtaſies of theſe latter tumes, poſ- 
TS {eſſe our Conſciences with a Divine awe, 
Chriſt may Jelf-jelouſie, and Tremblement # That mutt 
£2, and yer needs' be a very hard heart, that. is not 
 beburreal ,FeHed, and afflited, under the ſcnſe of. the 
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friends of Chriſt ye under. How many 
violent, forced friends has Chriſt z who 
crouch and bend the Knee to him, , under 
the Stormes and heats of divine wrath, but 
-urne their back again upon him. when the 
torme is over ? How many accidenta!, occa- 
zonal friends hath Chritt, who tals in Jove 
with him, fo long as he tals in with their 
wrnaal, or legal Interelt ? But when Provt- 
ance fſecrms to crofle Promiſes, or the 
Intereſt of Chriſt really croffeth their 
private Tntereft, how ſoon do ſuch bid 
Adieu and ftarewel to Chriſt ? Theretore ro 
#ndeceive the deceived Profeſſors of this back- 
ſiding Age, take theſe tojllowing Propotici- 
ons, as a briet Reſolutioz of the Dueftion be- 
fore us. 
© Prop. A ſeeming friend of Chriſt may i. As &t6 
procede very far, in al the great preparative rhe OPICit 
GonviGions, and Diſpoſitions of the Spirit of of Bowls 
Bondage. Are the tincere Friends of Chrilt "BO 
deeply convinced of , burdened with, and 
wounded f,r im? And may not the falſe 
friends of Chriſt, very far ſhare in theſe 
preparative works Of the Spirit of Bondage ? 
Was not Cain greatly convinced of, 2nd bur- 
dened with his fin, when he cried out,my pu- 
mſhment 1s greater than Tcan bear, Gen.q..14. ? 
Did not Fudas alſo the feel the weight of his 
{in,which made him ſtrangle himſelt? Had not. 
debauched Felix a Mightie terror and Trem- 
blement on his ' Conlcience, when Pax the 
Priſoner firuck him in the right vein, and 

= made 
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2. Acto 
Ave; finn 
frem fn 


and ſelf. 


Luk 11.25. 


made him ſenſible of his TIrtemperance, Ta- 
juſtice, and Fadgement to come, Act. 24- 25? 


Yea, have not many awakened, convinced 


conſciences, at times, been under great ſoul- 
confounding Terrors, and perhaps greater 
than many fincere friends of Chritt ever 
felt; and yet after a], grown more fecure 
than ever 3 yea, open enemies to Chriſt ? 
Oh ! how ſhould this make our hearts to 
ake and tremble ? 

2 Prop. A falſe friend of Chriſft may ar- 
rive to 4 very great meſure. of partial Averſing 
from ſin, and ſelf which are Chriſt s warff 
enemics, Had not Balaam a great Indigna- 
2ion, at leaſt ſeemingly, againſt the wages of 
#nrighteouſnes, oftered to him by Balak # 
Yea, doth he not make a ſilemne vow 
againſt it ? Numb. 6.22, 18. It Balak would 
give me bis houſe ful of gold, &c. Had he 
not alſo many conflis, in his own fpirit, 
a8ainft this fin ? May not many falſe friends 
ot Chriſt have, not only ſome. groſſer and ex- 


terne branches of fin lopped . off, but alfo | 


{ome interne luſts quenched for a while 3 


Yea, the whole mzſſe of fin laid afleep, and - 


ſeemingly mortitied for the preſent 3 eſpe- 


cially under violext heats of Conſcience ? 
Doth not this ſeem to be the import of 
that Text, Luk. 11. 25. and when he cometh 
he findeth it fwwept and garniſhed ? And ſo 
in like manner for ſelf-dey;al z how far have 
many falſe friends of Cirift proceded, not 
only in the renunciation of carl, and ſen: 


ſal 


_ 


| 
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ſual felF, but alſo of 7ward, ſpiritual, 1M 


ral, legal, yea, evangelick ſelf ; and yet fill 
continued real enemies of Chriſt, as betore, 
Chap. 2. Sefe2 £ 

2 Prop. A falſe friend of Chriſt may ar- PO 
rive unto @ great Aſſent unto, and commun © = 
Eftime of Chriſt, as a very defirable F riend. Chrift, ; 
Haid not thoſe falle friends of Chriſt, a vc- | 
ry ſtrong afſent to, and eſtime of Chritt as 
their Mefſias, when they cried our, John Job. 5: 14- 
6. 14+ This is of a Truth, That Prophet that 
ſhould come into the world 2 Yea, their Aſſeat 
and conviction was fo prevalent, as that 
they would needs make him their Kzyg. 
v. 15- And yet the very ſame perſons, not 
long, after, turne profeſſed exemies to him. 
Yea, were there not ſome of the awahened 
Fews lo far taken with Chriſt, as that they 
would preſently, without any more delay, 
give him a folemne Tnauguration and En- 
ftalment, as their Meſfias ? So Joh. 12+ 13. Joh.12.13- 
Took branches of Palm-trees, and went forth 
to meet him, and cried, Hoſanna, bleſſed is the 


King of Iſrael, that cometh in the name of 


the Lord. The branches of Palm-trees, were 
tokens of their Foy 3 and their crying Ho- 
ſanna, was a Rite, whereby they recognized 
him as their Meſſias : And yet Lo! the very 
ſame perſons, as *tis moſt likely, within a 
very few dayes crie, Crucifie, Crucifie him. 

4 Prop. A falſe friend of Chriſt may at- + - ng 
tain unta a confiderable conſent to, and cloſing wo lofing 
with Chriſt as bis friend. Did not many with 

Y: rs of Chriſt. 
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of the Rwlers believe on Chriſt, who yet 


durſt not openly confeſſe him, as their friend; 
Job. *4:: 7oh. 12. 42? Yea, doth not the awakened, 
Mar. 8.19. ingenuous Scribe, Mat. $. 19. make a fo. 
lemne contract, or covenant of Friendſhip with 
Chriſt, ſaying : Mafter 1 will folyw thee 
whereſoevcr thou gocſt ? And yet Chriſt ſcems, 
| by what follows, to put no confidence in 
him. Yea, may not the falſe friends of 
Chriſt very far cloſe with him, as the Obje- 
five maticy of their Happines, and yet come 
ſhort of rea! friendſhip ? Doth not this 
ſeem to be the caſe of many awakened 
Joh. 6. 34. Jews ? So Joh. 6. 34. Lord evermore give us 
this bread. And yet when Chriſt explicates 
more fully how they mult feed on this bread 
of life, how much are they ſ{candalized at 

him, 7. 60, 61? | 
5. As to 5 Prop. A falſe friend of Chriſt may bave 
Af-Qtions, ſome ſuperficial tranſient Aﬀetiions for Chriſt, | 
and againſt what may appiſe bim as bis 
friend, Did not many falſe friends gladly 
Luk. 8 45. recczve Chriſt ? Luk. 8. 40. The people gladly 
«7: $2210 yecerved him, 3. e, with a ſmiling, joyous 
— countenance, they bid him welcome, Did 
* * not Herod gladly bear Foby Baptiſt ? Did not 
Balaam defire to die the death of the Righte- 
ous ? Did not Pharagh, and Simon Magus 
defire the Prayers of Chriſt's Miniſters ? 
Did not the Foolifs Virgins defire the Oil of 
Grace, to welcome Chriſt withal, Mat«2 5-1 ? 
; Was we ſeemingly filled with zele for 
the Worſhip of Chriſt, againſt BaaPs Too 

an 
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and [dls 2 Did not Saul, and Ahab mourne 
under the Diſpleaſure'and curfe of God ? 

h ! what ſerious ſpirit trembles not at 
this ? 
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6 Prop. A falſe friend of Chriſt may 6, As to 
come unto ſome ſeeming union with Chrift, Union with 
Doti not Chriſt make mention of ſome dead <br 


ANG, Si. Me... 


branches, which yet have a ſeeming im- 
plantation into, and wniom with him ? Joh. 
I 5-2. every branch in me that beareth nat fruit, 
&c. It's true, they have not a Phyſick , or 
Hyper-Fbyfick , ſupernatural, and real union 
of continuitie, Or ſpiritual Inbefioa in Chriſt 3 
yet they have a mathematick , ſuperficial, 
and ſeeming union of contiguiize with, or 
Aahefion to Chriſt ; they touch Chriſt , 
and adhere to him, as a dead fruit- 
les branch, to the Vine : Although they 
are not under the Gracious, and fpecial In- 
habitation of the Spirit, yet may they not be 
under fome commun 1lapſes, and Trradiati- 
ons of the Spirit 2 So Heb. 6. 4. aud were 
made partakers of the Holy Ghoſt. 

7 Prop. A falſe friend of Chriſt may have 
ſome ſleight tonches, and ſtrokes of the Spirit 
of $ antiification 3 ſome firſt lines, ſuperficial 
Impreſſes or ſtampes of commun Grace on his 
heart. We may not ſay or conceit, as ſome, 
that a falſe iricnd of Chriſt may have true 
ſaving Grace : no, this defiroyes God's 
Etefitm, the Covenant of Grace, &c. Yet we 
1.2y lately conclude, that he may, ard oft 
dotii, attain unto a great meſure of commun 

| Graces, 


Joh. 15. 2. 


o. As to 
Chriſt's 
Image. 
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$. As to 
Adcive 
obedicnce. 


9. A« to 
Paſſive 
obedicnce. 


Mart. I 3.22, 


| Graces, which have a mightie Reſſcmblance 


How far Hypocrites may go in C.8. 


with ſaving Graces , and therefore can very 
hardly, by human cftimztion, be diftinguiſh- 
cd tizcre-trom. Is it not 121d, that God gaze 
S3ul another beart, though not a new heart, | 
1 Sam. 10. 9 ? Do not man; begin in the 
Spirit, and yet end in the Fl:th, as Gal. 
3-3? | 

$ Prop. A falſe friend of Chrift may give 
a partial, hypocritick ſubjeqion, and conformi- 
tie to the Laws of Chriſt. Do we not read 
of ſome, 2 Tim. 3- 1——5-. who in theſe 
Laft dayes, ſhould arrive unto a viſible forme 
of Godlines, and yet denie the power or truth 
thereof yea continue {til under the power 


| of Iuſt ? Have we not had dreadful {#- 
Rances of this, in thele laſt perillous dayes ? 


How many are there, who have ſometimes 
ſhone like Stars of the firſt magnitude, in 


the Firmament of the Church, and yet now. 


like Meteors, or blazing Comets, lye buried 
in the aſhes of their burnt profeſſion £ O trem- 
ble, tremble at this, ye Engliſh Profe(- 
{ors ! 

9 Prop. A falſe friend of Chriſt, may yield, 
not only Hypocritick Are Obedience to Chriſt®s 
Laws ; but alſo ſome paſſive obedience to his 
Croſſe, and that in a wery conſiderable degree. 
Doth not Paul, 1 Cor. 13. 3. ſuppoſe, that 


a falſe friend of Chriſt may gzve his bodie to 


be burnt, or die a Martyr for Chriſt, and yet 
want Divine Charitie, or true Amitie for 
Chritt ? How far a falſe friend of Chriſt 

may, 
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may, with courage, ſuffer perſecution for 
Chriſt, ſeems lively illuſtrated, Mat. 13. 22. 
by the thorny Ground, which is more gene- 
rous than the ſtony ground, in that, it bears 
a ſcorching day of perſecution : and yet af< 
ter al, the thornes. or cares of the JYorld 
choke the Corne, when it comes near to 
Harveſt. Have wc not had fad exemples of 
this alſo in this our Age ? How many Pro- 
fcſſors have paſſed thorow a bitter Winter 
of perſecution, with courage, and yet after 
al, been blaſted with a Sun-ſhine day of 
proſperitie, -or worldly cares, and comforts ? 

10 Prop. A falſe friend of Chriſt may be Te. Asto 
brought to a confiderable meſure of ſeeming Hes ay 
Dependence on Chriſt, both for Providential, Chriſt, 
Mzifterial, and gracious Influences. Did not y 
Saul conſult, and wait on the Dive Oracle, 

1 Sam. 13. 9,——13 ? Is it not faid of fome 
talſe friends of Chriſt, Eſa. 48. 2. that they Eſa.48.2, 
ftayed themſelves on the Gcd of Iiracl? 2. e. 

they preſumed, and gloried much in their 
dependence on Chriſt, though they really 
depended on nothing,but their own Phanta- 

fies, and carnal confidences : they conceit 
they depend on Chriſt, but really depend on 

this their own fond conceit. And 1s. not 

this the caſe of a world of falſe friends of 
Chriſt? O that it were _ A 

11 Prop. A falſe friend of Chrift may re- 77:50 
cerve great jo from Chriſt, and do —_— 
great Services for him. Was not this the yices, © * 


_ rale of Fudas ? Did he not do many Mira- 


cles, 
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12. As to 
Brailes. 


13. Asto 
communi- 
on of 
Saints. 
Exo.12 35. 


14. As to 
commun1- 
on with 
Chrift. 
Luke 13. 
26, 27. 
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cles, and perhzps awaken, if not toxvert {ome 
ſouls? Oh ! what Aſiſtances, and Enlarge- 
ments 1n dutics ? What Divine Beneditions on 
tneir Labors, have many Miniſters, who yet 
never were real friends of Chritt, reccived 
from him ? 

12. A falſe friend of Chriſt may returne 
unto him, ſome acknowlegement fir Divine 
Aſſiſtances, or other mercies recezved : So 
Luk. 5. 26. And they were al amazed, and 
glorified God, 1.6. for what they had ſcen 
of his omnipotence inthe Miracle wrought. 

13. A falſe friend of Chriſt may adhere 
very cloſe to the more pure Ordinances, Ad- 
miniſtrations, and members of Chriſt. Thus 
Exod. 12. 38. We find mention of a mixed 
people, who went up with the- Iſraelites out 
of Ezypt, and indured ſome difficulties, 
to have communion with them 3 and yet, at 
laſt they fel off, as leaves in Autumne, and 
returned back again to Egypt, as Numb. 
II- 4+ This is a terrible contemplation for 
the Profeflors of this Age : Thus the fooliſh 
Virgins conſociate with the wiſe, Mat: 


| 25s Is | 
14- Tea, a falſe friend of Chrift may ar- 


rive to ſome meſure of communion with Chriſt, 
in bis Ordinances. This ſeems the caſe of 
thoſe preſumtuous Confidents, Luk. 13. 26. 
IWe have eaten, and drunk, in thy preſence, and 
thou haſt taught in our Streets. Eating and 
drinking together, denoteth familiar conver- 


ſation, aud friendly. communion. They ___ 
ot 


aac SS —_ ww & Ai 
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oft? eateri, and drunk with Chriſt at his 
communion Table, and this makes them 
mightie confident of their Amitie with 
Chriſt, But yet Chriſt rejects them as 


_ workers of Tniquitie, v. 27. Should tiot this 


conſideration make every vein in out hearts 

to Tremble ? PG | PRE 
15. A falſe friend of Chriſt may arrive 15-As © 

unto : ſome Ml bes ſome faperficial taſt; _ 

of the Celeſtial Gift, and of the powers of the Gia. 

Kingdome to come» This fcems couched in | 

that ſuppoſition, Heb. 6. 4, 5: and havetaſted 

of the Heavenly Gift, &c. There ttiay be 

ſome labial prelibations of coming Glorie, 

ariſing from ſome commun Iluminations of 

the Spirit, without the leaft taſt of thoſe 

ſpiritual ſuavities, and ſatisfying ſweetneſſes, 

which the real friends of Chriſt find in the 

Injoyment of himſelf ; and whereby tt-eir 

lufts after other things are quenched, as 

Fob. 44 14. whereas the falſe friends of 

Chriſt never drink a ful draught, but have 

only ſome fſips of Divine Suavities 3 whicti 

when gone, make them but more eager and 

greedy after their luſtss m DO > 
16. A falſe friend of Chrift may itt ſome 75: 389 


| meſrre expect, and wait for Chr ift” s ſecond of no 


e,ming: Thus & was with the Fooliſh comming. 

Virgins; they waited for the Bridegroom's 

coming, as wel as the Wiſe, Mat: 25. 1. 
17. Laſtly, 4 falſe friend of Chriſt may bad 

bave 'a very tenaciows; ant Holes preſamtion - 

of an Intereſt in Chrift, when as many rial 

friends of EWrift Hoes 4 ihe” dajet- —_ 

- $594 © gfte 
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great ſuſpicions, fears, and douts rouching the 
ame. Thus it was with the fooliſh Vir- 


gins, Mat. 25-1. and thoſe miſtaken Confi- 


dents, Luk. 13: 26. And oh ! what dreadful 
confuſion ? what Eternal Diſappointment, wil 


multitudes of. Profeſſors, at the laſt day, fal 


under in this regard, when they ſhal come 
to take their names out of the Lamb's book 
of life, and find nothing but a mere blank 
there ? Thus we have conciſcly ſhewn, how 


- far refined Hypacrites may procede, in a 


{ceming Amitie with Chriſt, and yet conti- 
nue real enemies to him. Each of theſe 
propofitious deſerve, and may have, if the 
Lord give opportunitie, a very large Expli- 
tation, and Demonſtration» But I am not ig- 
norant, that many ſcrupulous, douting, tender, 
and tranbled Conſciences, may make an 2 uſe 

* theſe Truths, for the putting off that fa- 
r1faGzon,and comfort which belongs to them 
eſpccially ſeing we have not now oppor- 
tuyitie, or place, to explicate, and clear them 
«5. we ought ; therefore we fhould adviſe 
yeh, not Fs engage their thoughts in any 

derp con 


Miniſter, or {rien That which we at pre= 


Wieh feat defigne hereby, is oy convittiov, and. 


ul-confuſion co :yefingd Hypocrizes, or falle 


friends of Chyiſt, who take up with ſome, 
\ - Smperſei? Teas, eg groundlefſe prefumtions 
A Ye the. FRERG : of 9, ag: You fee; 


boy: nee miſt frems to come, 
hacks pry koi with Ghniks| 


6: 
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deration of theſe. propoſitions, 
g by cer the &fi — __ of fome- Judicious 


S n—_ 


; $.3.. ſeeming ſriendſhip with Chriſt, 


' how much the watered Brafſe of counterfeit 


|. criils 4 ſecure Conſcience is much worſt 
| than a tormented: / 


. us ww 4D UM CD 40D" wo: Þ wWwz yp Tn HY wr 


Grace, refſembles the pure Gold of fincere 
Grace, | Is it not then a very cafie matter 
for retined Hypocrites to delude themſzlves, 
and the moſt knowing Chriftians, with falſe 
Ideas, Apparances, and Shadows of ſeemin 


Amitie with Chriſt 7 Oh ! how eafie'a thing - 


1s it for many gitted cunning Hypocrites, to 
fteal quietly to Het, without notice taken of 
their Hypocrifie, either by themſelves or 
others? Yea, may we not juſtly conclude 
hence, that many, who are in the Churches 
eltimation, as wel asin their own, exalted to 


the higheſt. forme of friendſhip with Chriſt, | 


fhal at Kft day be caſt down to the loweft 
place in Hel, by Chrift their Judge ? And 


| doth not al this make thine heart to tremble 3 
| then know, that thy caſe is by fo much the 


more deſperate, and incarable, by how muck 
the more inſiſible ton. art of thine Hypos 
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SEC Fo 4» 


7 be Sin, Folie, and Curfe of thofe, who undey _ 


@ pretended friendſhip with Chriſt, con- 
cele their real Enmitie againſt bim. 


:.2: Wha HE: more effectually to awaken, and 


they, | confound falſe friends of Chriſt, we 
_ procede to. onr ſecond Queſtion, What 4 
af yn fanful, fooliſh, curſed, wretched ſtate this i, for 
friendſhip profeſſors, under a pretended F riendſhip with 
with Chrift Chriſt, to eover over, and concele their real 
*r enmitie againſt him. We fhal reduce the 

Reſolution of this Queſtion to theſe three 


Heads, or commun places : (1) The fir- 
fulnes of this ſtate, ' (2+) The- Folze of it. | 


( 3 -) The Crrfe and Plague of it» + 


Yr. The + tt is a moſi finful wicked ſtate, for 


_ of Profeſſors, under a pretended Friendlhip, 
And the Iniquitic hereof appears in theſe 
_- feverals. | | W.. 

2. Iris2 —C(x.) Is it not an high crime for fych -as 
m_—_—_ profeſſe friendſhip' to Chriſt, to mocqut"t 
friends of Chriſt? Do they not mocque' at 

- Chrifi, who profeſle friendſhip to him im 
words, but denie him .in deeds? So Tit- 


I« 6. They profeſſe that they know God, but | 
3 


friendſhip. © concele a real enmitie againft Chriſt. | 


him? And is not this the caſe of al falſe 


Ln 


6 | in works they denie him : Pal. 36. 16. with 

Hypocritical mocquers. | 2, 

| (2.) Is it not a great piece of Impietie tO 4. It is x 

— | burden, and wearie Chriſt, who alone gives vexrying 
reſt to poor ſouls? And can therebe a'great- #t Chriſt, 

er burden to Chriſt's {ou], than this, that' 

ſuch as profeſle friendſhip to him, thould fe- 

ſoy | cretly cheriſh enmitie againſt him? So Elſa, 

n. | 7413+. Bat wil ye wearie myGod alſo? i. &. by 

your ##belef, and falſe friendſhip. | 


(3-) That muſt needs be the greateſt fix, 3 It is moſt 
| whichis moſt {ozhſome and oppokite to Chriſt, — 
ad | the greateſt good. Now what more loth."* 
ve | ſome to Chriſt, than an Hypocritick, profefiion 
of Amitie to him ? Thence it's ſaid, Fob Job 13.16. 
fr | 13+ 16. For an Hypocrite ſhal not come before : 
th | him. The meaning is, he fothes Hypocriter, - 

a) | as we loth excrements, or dung, which was, 
he | by God's appointment, to be removed out' 
of fight. Hypocrites are the excrements 
of the Chnrch, and fo moſt lothſome to ' 
t, | Chriſt. Whence alſo, he threatens ſach, 

| Rev. 3-16- ſo thex becauſe thon art Inke- Rev 3-16- 
or | warme, and neither cold nor hot, T wil ſpue 
thee out of my mouth. Lake-warme water hath 
t,  fomething in it #axſcous to man's Stomach, 
| and therefore Nature is not at caſe, til ic dif- 
charge it ſelf of it, by vomit. So lothſome 
1s | and nauſeous is afalle, luke-warme friend to 
ot —— r= 1 ; 
ſe 4+) Falſe friendſhip with Chriſt, is a fig - 
it | Of the firſt magnirude, and deepeſt guilt, in RS 
nf} thatit doth Chriſt the moſt miſchief. LF moſt miſe | 
t| felſe friend, is but a «4 enenic - Now | us 
" | | EY ww 
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A. B 3 The Folie of 2 C.8.. = X 


It is wel known, that the maſqued enemie. 
wounds more effeQually than the hare faced, 
And this is that which addes much weight 


_ to Antichriſt's myſterie of Iniquitie, that he- 
| makes uſe ofa pretended friendſhip to Chriſt, 


thereby the more «ffcctually to undermine 
his Kingdome. Whence he is ſet forth to 
us under the Embleme of a Leopard, or Pay- 
ther, which ſeems a friend to al Beaſts, 


Revel. 13. 2. 4nd the beaſt which I ſaw was 


| like unto a Leopard. The Leopard, by rea- 


ſon of the beautie of his (þix, or ſweetneg 


. of his odyy, allures al beaſis to him ; So 


Antichriſt, under pretended friendſhip to 
Chriſt, wounds him more etfetually. And 


_ "thus every falſe friend of Chriſt, 1s, in his 


roportion, an Antichriſt, one that under 
pretended Amitie, doth more efficaciouſly 
betray, wound, and Crucifie Chriſt. Again, | 
look as Antichrift's falſe friendſhip towards 
Chriſt is fiiled-Blaſpheme 3 ſo, by a paritie 
of Reaſon, the pretended Amitie of ' every. 
falſe triend is an high degree of Blaphemie «| 
and ſoit 1s filed, Kevel. 2. 9. And 1 kw 
the Blaſphemie of them that ſay they are 
Tews, ant are not, but are the Sytagogne of 
Satun. To profeſle our ſelves to be Jews, 
z. e. members, and friends of Chriſt, and not 
ta be {o indeed, is an high degree of Blaſphe- 


- = 
, 


mie againſt Chriſt z in that the Hypocrifie and 


 Apitafieof fuchy when it breaks forth, gives 


. the Blaiphcalic otal Chuilt's falls triends. 


a mortal round co Religion, and fo brings a - 
{canda} on Chriſt; and his wayes : fo great is 


2 We 


K. 
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: 2. We have in ſome meſure diſcovered _ folte | 
the myſterte of Tniquitie, that lyes wrapt up Ze __ 

inal falſe End, with Chriſt : We ſha ficwiip 

now alittle examine the Folie, and Madnes in thacit _ 

that hes couched -in the bowels of this 

ſin. | ; : 

(1.) Is it not judged, by wiſe men, an 1: Self- 
egregious piece of folie, for a man to be his Ha terie. | 
own Flatterer 3 eſpecially if thereby he re- 
ccive any confiderable dammage ? Such a 
fool is every falſe friend of Chriſt : for he 
flattereth himſelf in bis omn eyes, til his 
mniquitie be found to be hateful, Plal. 36. 2. | 

(2-) What greater folie can there be, 2 Self-lt= ,v 
than (clf-deluſion. ? And is not every falſe \uſfion- | ' 
friend of Chriſt a ſelf-deluding, yea, a fowl- | 
deluding inner ? Eſa. 44-20. A deceived 
beart hath turned him afide, &&c. So Prov. 

I. 18» And they lay in wait for their own 
bloud, and lurke privily for their own lives. 

(3) Is it not noterious folie for a man 3. $-l& 
man to concele a wound, or plague-ſore, 1 , 
which, if not diſcovered, and ſearched, 
wil unavoidably prove his ruine ? And is not 
this the caſe of every falſe friend of Chriſt © 
What more mortal wound, or plague of the 
Soul can there be, thah hypocritick Ami- 
tie with Chriſt ? Othe madnes of ſach falſe 
friends |! | 
 (4-) Doth not' our bleſſed Lord tel us 4. Sct- 
that it's egregious folic, to build a goodly <9Edence- 
ſixactare on a ſandy Foundation ? And is 
not every falſe friend of Chriſt fuch- a noto- 3 
rious feok? Doth he not build al his boper, 1 
| T4 and 


a. 


280- 


'The Folie of C. 83, 


_ and: Heavexy on- the ſandy foundation of” his 


5; Se'f- 
contradt- 


Eion. 


own carnal preſumtions, and confidences # 
Such an one is branded with the black 
marque of a Fool, by the wifeſt of mere 
men, Prov. 28. 26. He that trufteth in his 
own heart, is a fool, &c. 

(5-) Is not  ſelf-eontradifiien a great 
piece.of Folie? And oh ! What a ſelf-cox- 
tradition is every falſe friend of Chriſt ? 


: Doth he not contrad:& his own Convittions, 


$. It ſhal] 
Þe mani- 


felt. 


$33 9. 


. &. Tris 2 


courting a 


piQur Os 


Prof«ſſion, Vows, Covenants, Experiences , 
Yea, and hi s own ſupreme Intereſt and Hap- 


pines ? What a world of ſelf-contradidions 


are there in falfc triend(hip with Chriſt ? 

(6.) What notorious tolie is it for a. man 
to ſtudie the concelement of his offenſe 
from men, when his Fxdze ſees it, and wil 
at laft make it manifeti hetore a] the World ? 
Quch is the. cafe of al falſe friends, 2 Tim, 
3. 9.' Their folie ſhal be maniftjt to al men. 
God ſees it now,and men ſhal ſee it hereatter. 


Death and Judgement firips us of al vizards, 
maſques, and falſe pretenſions of ſeeming- 
Amitie with Chriſt, . We may deceive” 


athers, though neyer ſo quick-ſighted 3 
ea, and our ſelves toa now 3 but can we 


deceive Chriſt ?- Is he not ſaid to be of a: 


gzeich underſtanding , . or ſent , Eſa. 11. 3» 


=_ therefore able to ſmel out the molſt- 


perfumed Hypocrifies of falſe friends, to prie 
mmto cycry vein of it ? 

(7+) Is it not flupendows folie to court the 
jure, and embrace the ſhadow of our be- 
loved, but to 4; the perſon # And is 

not 


FAA 
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not every falſe friend'of'i+Chrift ſuch a fool 

in grain ? What is the profeſſion of friend- 

ſhip to Chriſt, without a real eſpouling of 

his perſon, - but the eſpouſing a Name, and ' 
rejecting the Thing > a courting the PiQure, 

or Shadow, but eſpiſing the- perſon of Our 
friend? _ 

| 3. As the fix and folie of falſe friendſhip 3- The 
with Chriſt is very notorious, fo alſo the a _ 
curſe and plague thereof is extreme malig- je with 
Hante. 1 _ 
1. Falſe friendſhip with Chriſt is a mon- - It is the 


ſtrous pregnant curſe, in that it hides, feeds, _— y 
foments,- ſtrengthens, and improves a world” f,irimual 
of ſpiritual fins, How much is Unbelief fins. 
ſtrengthened by it ? What a ſoverain Tyfluence 

hath it on carnal preſumtion, and ſtcuritie ? 

How many 870 ce, and rehned errors are 
produced, and maintained by it ? Yea, the” 
whole bodie of  Antichriſftianiſme 15 but the 

product of falſe friendſhip with Chritft, as 

2 Theſ. 2. 10. Again, how much doth it 

{wel the heart with ſpiritual pride ? How | 
weak , impotent, and inftable doth it render | : 
the heart, as Fam. 1.6, $ 2 Whenee ſprings 

al hard thoughts of, and murmurs againft 

God, - but from this evil, bztter root, Exod. 

6. 9 ? What feeds carnal confidence and ſelf< 
dependence, more than this falſe friendſhip? 

Is not this alſo the ({pirit of ſelf-love, and 
ſelf-ſeeking ? Farther, whence ſprings curſed 
Formalitie, but from this root ? Laſtly, 

What bardexs the heart, and inclines 1t to 


Apoſtafie ſo much as this eyil ſpirit of 
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falſe friendſhip with Chrift, Heb. 3. 13? 


Such an efficecions, and malignant Influence 
has it for the Concelement, Confirmation, 
and Improvement of {waymes of ſpiritual 
luſts ? 

2. It pai- Fe, Falſe Amitic with Chriſt, as it is 
_ | the food, and awrſe of the worſt ſins, 10 alſo 
7 mer” the poiſon, and curſe of the beſt mercies. 
= It not only ixfuſes a curſe into temporal mer- 
cies, but alſo into ſfriritual : it turnes the 
meanes if Grace into a means of hardening : 
it makes the word of God, which 15 18 it 
ſelf the ſavor of life unto life, to be the ſa- 
wor of death unto death, 2 Cor. 2.16. Is it 
not a dreadful curſe, to have, not only our 
fins, but alſo our belt duties, privileges, gifts, 
commun Graces, evangelick Aſſiſtances, mini- 
fterial ſervices -for Chriſt, and Diuine conſo- 
lations from him, converted al into poiſon, 
and fel for our luſts? And yet this 15s the 

caſe of every falſe friend of Chriſt. | 
3.Itpusa . (3.) Falſe triendſhip with Chriſt puts a 
ſting into Rzug into al AfliGions, whether ſpiritual or 
_ temporal. Asthe worſt of Aﬀictions work 
together for good to the real friends of 
Chriſt, Rom. 8. 28. So al work together for 
| evil to his. falſe friends. A fincere heart 
tinds ſome of his ſweeteſt and belt mercies,. 
in his moſt bitter and worſt trials : but a. 

rotten falſe heart finds al curfed to him. 
4. Chrit (4+) Falſe friendſhip with Chriſt pro- 
leaves ſuch yokes him to deliver up ſuch to the effica- 
ro the | cinus Inveiglememts, Blandiſſements, and En- 


to the Blay | : 
opal old. chantments of a bewjtching, luring world. 


id S: 4. almoſt-friendſhiy with Chriſt, 


If Chriſt cannot obtain the whole heart, he 


will relinquiſh and leave it to be poſſeſſed. 
by this heart-enſnaring world, that great 


Idol-God. And, albeit ſome ſenſual {ccure 
ſimners may account it their Libertie, to þe 
captivated by the golden chains, and fetters 
of a ſmiling world 3 yet let them know, by 
how much the more pleaſing the world's 
chains are, by ſo much the more miſerable is 
their curſe. Oh! What a deep curſe is it to 
have our Table, our Relations, our 41 be- 
come a ſnaxc, as Rom. 11+ 9» | 

(5-) Chriſt uſually leaves his falſe friends 
to the plagre of their own hearts. An 
oh ! What a terrible curſe is this ? Can 


20g 


5. Chriſt 


leaves fuch 


EO the 


p:ague of 


there be a greater puniſhment of fin, than their own 


to be ft to the ſwindge of fin ? Is not 
{in in it ſelf the greateſt evil ? Need we then 
fear a greater curſe than to be left by Chriſt, 
under the Tyrannic of our own luſis? And 
lo! this is the curſe of Chriſt's falſe friends, 
Pal. $1. 11. But my people wonld not hearken 
unto my. voice, and \rael would none of me, 
1.e- they contented themſelves with the 
name, piGure, or profeſſion of me, but yet 
would not embrace my perſon : they were 
friends in profeſſion, but enemies in Aﬀetcrion : 
And what follows? v. 12. ſo I gave them uþ 
to their own hearts Inſt : and they walked in 
their own counſels, What a curſe of curſes 
1s this ? can Hel produce-a more terrible 


beerts buſt ? Suscly no. 


heacts. 


Pſa). $i. 
Il, 32. 


Plague than this, tz be left to our own 


(6: When | 
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Luk. 19.42. 


g. Chriſt 
Jeaves 
them to 
Satan the 
God of 
this world. 
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6.) When Profeſſors go on in a courſe 
of Hypocritick, friendſhip with Chriſt, he at 
laſt puts a period to their day of Grace. 
Thus he dealt with the unbelieving Jews, 
Luk. 19. 42. ſaying, If thou hadjt known, 
even thou, at leaſt in this thy day, the things 
which belong unto thy peace ! bat now they 
are hid from thine eyes. Iſrael had her day - 
of Grace, but now it's gone 3 now her Sun 
is ſet 3 now farewel to al Goſpel Grace and 
offers ; farewel to al wooings, and fſirivings 
of the Spirit of Grate with her : Oh! 
what a complicated, twiſted, binding curſe is 
here for al Chriſt's falſe friends? How much 
better were it to part with the Sun out of 
the Firmament 3 yea, with life it {elt a thou- 
ſand times over, than to bid Adiecu to the 
day of Grace ? Be 

(7.) Yet farther ; ſuch as procede in a 
continued courſe of falſe Amitie with Chriſt, + 
he at length delivers them up to $atan, the 
God of this world. Thus he dealt with Fu- - 
dx, that falſe friend and Traitor, Luk.22.3. 
Then entred Satan into Jadas. And what 


follows? v. 4+ And he went his way, and 


communed, how he might betray him. When 
Chriſt, after long wooings, waitings, and 
ſtrivings, cannot gain the hearts of His falſe - 


friends, he at laſt delivers them up to. $4- 


tan, the God of this World, who comes with 
{even Devils, and poſſefieth the' heart. Wilt * 
thou not, ſaith Chriſt, after al my JFooings, 
and Alkerements of Free-grace, after al my 
firivings by my Spirit, give me thy - whole 

ers. b: | __ Hleart? 
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” _ Eg” SO 
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Heart ? Why then farewel : take him $4- 
zan ; ſcing he would not be my wvoluntarie, 


and real friend, let him - be thy captive vaſſal 


and ſlave : ſeing he would not bend his 
neck to mine eafie. yoke, let him teel the dints 
and weight of thine Iron Chain. What an 
Hel-bred eurſe is this ! 

(8.) Again, Chriſt himſelf becomes a 8. Chrift 
ftone of fiumbling, and rock, of offenſe unto lelf be- 
ſuch, as perſevere in falſe friendſhip with ge © 
him. When awakened, convinced finners fiumbling. 
have long profeſſed much friendſhip towards 
Chriſt, and yet ſtil retain ſome ſecret Hawnts 
for beloved Imſts, or dare not venter the 
weight of their ſouls upon him, the chicf 
corner ſtone, then he becomes a ſtone, of 
ſtumbling to them. This was the caſe of 
the unbelieving Jews, Mat. 21. 43- Therefore Mat. 2r. 
I ſay unto you, the Kingdome of God ſhal be $94 < 
taken from you \ d14 Tars, 1, e. For this very 
cauſe, becauſe you reje&t me the head cor- 
ner-ſtone, (V. 42.) therefore my Goſpel, and 
my Grace fſhal be taken from you : and then 
it fellows, v. 44. And whoſoever ſhal fal on 
this fone ſhal be broken, &c. 1.e. I, who am 
to my real friends the chief corner-ftoye, wil 
be to you a flone of confufien, and deſtru- 

Gon. EE | ber, ). Judicial 
(g-) Hence follows a ſpirit of ſlumber, Fnu- 9; JAIN 
dicial blindnes, and rt. cha Lays of ; 
heart, which Chriſt, in righteous Judgement, 

at laſt leaves ſuch falſe friends unto. Wilt 

thou not, faith Chriſt, ſee my Beaxtie, hear 
my-voice, or embrace me. with thine _— 

eas 4 2 . cart ? 


10. A lj» 
blenes*to 
al the 


11. Alkis 


Hopes 
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ſcrro'ss 
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heart? why then be content 3 thou ſhalt not, 
ſee, or hear or embrace me, as thy triend, to 
al eternitic» So Rom. 11. 8,9, 10. Accord- 
ing 4s it is writtcn, - Gad hath given them the 
ſpirit of ſlumber , eyes that thiy ſhould not 
fee, aud ears that they ſhould not hear t» this 
very day, &c. Herice follows a fpiritual /tu- 
por a. cattierized and callous Conſcience + and 

y how much the more ſexſcleſſe conſcience 
is, by fo much the decper is its curſe. 

( 10. ) Hence the falſe friend of Chriſt, | 
fals under al the curſcs both of the Law and 
Goſpel 3 yea, Chriſt '{wears againſt him in 
wrath, So Pfal.95. 11. Unia whom I ſware 
iu my wrath that they ſhould not enter inta 
my, reſt, Oh ! What a dreadful curſe is 
this, that comes from the Mediator, the 
Fountain of al Bleſſings ? | | 
(1x.) Whence, lalily 3 al the hes, and 
comforts of Chriſt's falſe friend are momen- 
zary and vain, but al his woes and miſcries 
are eternal, and intolerable. Job $. 13. and 


eternal and the Hypocrites hopes ſhal periſh. Job 20+ 54 
intolerable. And the joy of the Hypocrite but for a moment. 


fleeting and paſſing are his hopes, and 
Joyes. But what are his forrows ? ſurely, 
they are . ſwift, unſupportable, and etetuals 
(1-) His fears fhal ſurprize him, whent he, 
1s leaſt aware .of it. Efa. 33. 145 Fearful- 


nes. bath ſurprized the. Hypocritess Oh 


what pannick fears wil ſuxprize Chriſt's falſe. 
friends one. day. : (2) His difappointment. 
fhal be exdleſſe, 3nd without remedzes (3.) And 


then the hottell place-in-Hel. is zeſepved for 


him, 


$4. almoſt-friendſhip with Chriſt. 
him, Mat. 14+ 51+ Such are the Plagues and 
.curſes of al Chriſt's falſe friends. And that 
which is ſum of al is this, Chriſt himſelf wil 
be their eternal and worſt enemie. And wil 
not al this ſerve to awaken, and convince the 
falſe friends of Chriſt, how fad and curſed 
their ſtate is ? Oh then ! What ſhal we ſay? 
Who can imagine, what are the Lengths, 
Breadths, Depths, and Heights of this myfte- 


rie of Tviquitie 3 this 'Hypocriſie, this falſe 


Friendſhip tuwards Chriſt, which is loged in 
the hearts of many profeſſed friends, yet real 
enemies of Chriſt ? The Lord effccually 
convince us al ef this Plague. 
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CHAP. IX. 
This Dodrine of Friendſhip with Chriſt 


#mproved in order to Heart-examens, 
Exhortations, aud DireGions touch> 
ing ſincere cloſure with a Chriſt as our 
friend. = 


oy Wi 


LS E CT. Is 


Pr CEE 


Motives, ad Rules for the examining of. our 
ſelves, whether we arc tincere, or Hypo- 
critick friends of Chriſt. 


Uſe 4. Of Uſe 4. Tz ſubjef of Amitie with Chriſt, 

Examina- as before Explicated, may be 

_ uſefully improved, in order to Heart-exa- 
mens, and a more complete Judgement of 
our Chriſtian ftate. Is there ſo much re- 
quired to the conflitution of a ſincere Amitie 
with Chriſt ? Are there ſo many, who by 
their profeſſion, ſeem good friends of Chrilt, 
but yet, in their Afedivn, are real enemies 
to him ? Wil ſo much of that, which now 
paſſeth for Friendſhip with Chrift, be one 
day found to be no better than entnitie 
againſt him ? And js it fo finfzl, fo fooliſh, 
ſo dangerous a thing, for any to delude 
themſclves with falle Ideas, Pifiures, arid 
| Shadow; 


RY © : , 
TY 9... 
: Rs. 
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Shadows, of Amitze with Chriſt? O then ! 
how greatly doth it concerne us al, to cxa- 
mine narrowly every vein of our friend- 
ſhip with Chriſt ? Are we not told in the 
Sacred Writ, that few are ſaved , yea, that 


the Righteous ſhal ſcarcely be ſaved ? Doth 


it not then: much concerne us, to take al the 
heed that may be, that we be not left out of 
that ſmal number? Oh ! how ſad 1s it to 
have any fundamental error 3 yea, any looſe 
pin, in this great work of friendſhip with 
Chriſt? And the more cffectually to provoke 
our ſpirits, to a more thorough Inquiſition 
into, and examination of our Friendſhip with 
Chrift ; Conlider, | 

1. How many diffculties attend a true and 
ſacred Friendſhip with Chriſt. Is it not ex- 
treme difficult to part with right eyes, and 
bands, beloved Tdls., and darling Iuſts, which 
are profeſſed. enemies to Chriſt ? Is 1t not 
very hard to. offer volence to corrupt Na- 


turez to diſloge fix, and ſelf from the Bent, 


of the heart, that ſo Chriſt may loge, and 
inhabit there? O! how difficult, yea impoſ- 
ible, without omnipotenf Grace, is it to 
winan inch of ground on ſelf-wiſdonie, ſelf- 
wil, ſelf-humor, ſelf-ftrength, and ſclt-righ- 
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Motives to 
examine 
our friend= 
ſhip with 
Chriſt, 

I. From 
the Difi- 
culties that 


attend it. 


teouſnes ? What a painful death is it to dic 


to that adulterous, carſed Tdvl Self, that fo 
we may live to Chriſt ? Whoever overcame 
fin and ſelf, without a world of Difficulties? 
And how can we ever: hope for friendſhip 
with Chriſt, til. we have our hearts rexe 


from theſe his profeſſed enemies ? It is an 
__ OT 
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eaſy matter to become a falſe, bypocritick 
friend of Chriſt ; but O ! how hard 1s it to 
be really ſuch? there is no great pain, or 
difhcultie in attaining to a Name, and pro- 


feſſion of Friendſhip with Chriſt 3 but what - 


aworld of pain, and labor is there required, 
to obtain the Thing it ſelf ? He that is not 
ſenſible of the difficulties, it's a black figne, 
he knows not what the thing it ſelf means, 
Now then, if it be fo diffcult a thing to 
arrive unto a ſincere Amitie with Chriſt, 
doth it not greatly concerpe usal, to exa- 
mine wel, whether that which we profeſle, 
be of the right make ? Deth not the dift- 
cultie of gaining real friendſhip with Chriſt, 
lay an. eſſential obligation on al Profeflors, 
to make a narrow Scrutinie, and Inquiſition 
Into their hearts, touching the ſinceritie of 
that which they proteſſe? 2 Cor. 13. 5. know 
ye not, that Chriſt is in you, except ye be Re- 
probates 2 | 
2, From 2. Conſider, how eafie a thing it #s to be 
—<o57INg miſtaken in our perſuaſions, about the fin- 
ing miſta- ©eritie.of our friendſaip with Chrift. As the 
ken about thing it {elf is moſt difficult, fo our miſtake 
the truth about the truth of it, is moſt catie. Though 
ef our the diftance *rwixt true Amitie with Chriti, 


friendſhip and falſe be vaſt, and in a ſenſe z»finze, yet * 


with 


Chrit, the /atter doth ſo much reſſemble the for- 
mer, as that it is very caſy to miſtake there-: 
in. Alas! how niuch watered braſſe 1s there, 
that paſſeth for pare gold ? How many Idot- 
Chrifts axe there, which paſſe for the trac. 
Chrik ? Is there not much baſtard ſpurious 


28-5 
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knows 
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knowlege, that paſſeth for true ſaving light ? 
Are there not many adulterous, whoriſh Aﬀe- 
Fions, which paſle for true conjugal Aﬀecti- 
ons to Chriſt ? How fearfully are thouſands 
of awakened Profeſſors, deluded with the 
ſhadow, or dream of friendſhip with Chriſt, 
when as they are inaced, at heart, real exc- 
mies to him ? Have we not cauſe then to 
fift our hearts to the very bran, to ſhake 
our ſelves out of our ſelves, and to demand 
ot our ſelves ſuch queſtions as theſe : What 
ant thou, as to Friendſhip with Chriſt ? How 


' doth thy ſoul ftand diſpoſed, and framed to- 


wards him ? It's true, thou haſt profeſſed long, 
and much Amitie to him , ay but docft thaw 
really, and ſtrongly intend what thou pretendeſf 
to be ? Thou doeſt pretend to give him thy 
heart; but is there no Image of Feloufie, no 
garling luſt loged there, in the room of Chriſt ? 
Thou haſt arrived t» ſome partial, ſuperficial 
conformitie unto Chriſt, but yet is there not 
an inward Difformitie and diſagreement fron 
him 2 Oh ! how much ſhould this veriſimi- 
litude, or Reſſemblance betwixt counterfeit 
and fixcere friendſhip with Chriſt, awaken 
and- excite our ſpirits, to a ſerious and accu- 
rate ſcrutixie into our own hearts, and ſtates, 
as to this particular ? 
3- Confider, how dangerous a mittake 
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3- From 
the dangrre 


about our friendſhip with Chriſt is. Is not, ofa. 
friendſhip with Chriſt the moſt fundamental h rein. 


part of Chriſtianitie? Is not then the leaſt 
error, or flaw herein fendamental ? Of what 
uſc is a falſe perſpsſion of true friendſhip 

"Wh 2 with 
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with Chriſt, but to make you ſteal quictly to 
Hel, in a ſweet ſleep, or golden dream of cay- 
aal ſecuritie 2 For what ſerves the Name, 
and Notion of a friend, without the thing, 
but to make thee a more cuxning, and etfe- 
&tual encmie to Chriſt, and thine own ſoul ? 
Alas ! Alas ! a Name 1s but a Name, or 
ſhadow of a thing : and unlefle thou haſt 
the Thing it ſelf, the Name of being a 
 fricnd to Chriſt, wil but ſerve, as a vizard, 
or diſguiſe, to concele a rotten heart, and 
tink thec deeper into the Abyſſe of fin and 
miſeric. Doth it not then nearly concerne 
us al, to examine thoroughly what our 
friendſhip with Chriſt is? O that the pro- 
_ feſſed friends of Chriſt would be very ſeri- 
ous, and punttna} in this particular 3 and ne- 
ver defiſt, til they have brought this grand 
Queſtion, or rather Controvertie, to ſome 
Head and Conclutijon, of this, or the like 
import: Am I, or am I nit a real friend 
of Chriſt ? Have, I eleGed bim for himſelf, 
or bave I not ? Is mine heart ſtrongly bent for 
him, or Ws it aot 
Piftinftive Now to come to a ful Reſolution of this 
C harzQers Queſtion, I ſhal lay down ſome criterial 


c "coary notes, or diſtinfive Charafers of Chritt's 
true - falſe, and real friends. © 


friends. 1. The true friend of Chriſt eftimes nothing 
> xo worſe than ſin, and nothing better than Chriſt, 
ay me” and friendſhip with bim : he fears and feels 
no worſe Hel than tin, that deprives him of 
Chriſt 3 he hopes for, and deſires no better 


Heaven, than Chriſt, and the Injoyment of 
| | him, 


S.1. falſe, and true friends. 


him, Pſal. 73. 25. whom bave I in Heaven 
but thee, &c. Chriſt's Preſence makes up. his 
Heaven, and Chrilt's 4bſence makes up his 
Hel. But now is it thus with the falſe 
friend of Cirift ? Hath he not ſome thing 
better than Chrilt, and fomething worſe 
than fin ? Do not ſome, notwithttanding al 
their pretenſions to Amitie with CEriit, fe- 
cretly preter ſome Tdol-lover betore Chrilt ? 
Are not ſome, who affect the name of friends. 
to Chrift, great 4dmircrs, and Adorers of 
ſome beloved tin, which is Chritt's worlt 
encmie ? Doth not. every falle friend of 
Chriti prefer his own quiet, peace, and con- 
tentement before Chriſt, and the Injoyment 
of him? Have not the molt refined Hypo- 
crites, and falſe friends of Chriſt, ſomething 
more ſweet than Chriſt, namely their own 
eaſe; and ſomething more bitter than fir, 
to wit the torment of Conſcicnce ? Irs truc, 
the falſe friend of Chrilt may, at timcs, elpe- 
cially when under the heats of Conſcience, 
have a Fudgement of Convidion againti tin, 
as burning and tormenting his Conſcience 3 
ay but al this while, has he not a ſecret 
Fudgement of Approbation for fin, as it 
brings contentement, and ſatisf:fiun to Nis 
heart ? Doth not his heart fccretly 


approve of it as ſweet and delicious, while ,- a, «, 
his Conſcience diſallows, and diſowns it as aver ion 
ſealding, ar.d tormenting. 


2; The ſincere friend of Chriſt has bis heart 
greatly broken for, as alſo broken off from ſin, 


45 fix» (1.) His heart is greatly broken for 


u 3 fin, 
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fin as ſin: heis deeply wounded for fin, not 


only becauſe it gives a wound to his peace, 
but alſo becauſe it wounds the Law, Honor, 
and Name of his Lord. He is grieved not 
only for the evil of Paſſion or uttering, that 
follows on ſin, but alſo for the evil of Aion 
or doing, that lies wrapt up inthe nature of 
fin : The breach which is made on the Di- 
vine Law by his fin, is, as much, yea, much 
more a burden to the friend of Chriſtz than 
the breach that is made on his particular 
peace : So David, Plal. 51.4. Againſt thee, 
thee only. have I ſinned. The ſenſe of his 
loſſe, in loſing Chriſt's favor, by reaſon of 
his fin, .is. more to him, than the ſenſe of 
pain : yea, he feels the greateſt ffing, aud 
pain in the loſſe of God. But is it thus with 
a falſe friend of Chriſt ? It's true, he 1s 
much afflifed for fin 3 but why ? Is it be- 
caule it offendeth and affifteth Chriſt? no ; 
but becauſe it offends and affliis his own 
Conſcience, It is not the evi} of doing, but 
the evil of ſuffering he grieves, and mourncs 
under : he is difpleaſed with fin,not becauſe it 
d;ſpleaſeth God, but becauſe it diſpleaſeth (elf. 

(2+) The fincere friend of Chrilt has his 
heart broken off from ſia ; not only his Judge- 


« ment, but alſo the bent of his. heart is 


turned againſt fin :* his Aﬀedtions arc 
not only bowed, but broken of from tin : 
he prefers /ibertie from tin, before licence 
to {in : he had much rather be ſtrip: naked 
of fin, than he zndz/ged in it. He maintaihs 
a daily war againſt fin, and hates it, even 

| | Se while 
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while he is led captive by it, Pſal. 99+ 10. , 


Yea, he hates that fin moſt, which. is moſt 
delicions, pleating, uſetul, and agreable to 
corrupt Nature, Bur is it thus with the 
falſe friend of Chriſt ? Doth he not {til retain 
a prevailing love to fin, even when that light, 
which is in conſcience, conflicts moſt againfi 
it ? hath not his heart a ſecret hankering 
after fin, even when he makes molt ſolemne 
vows, and covenants againk it ? Arenot al his 
Convictions, Huniliations, Covenants, and 
conflis againſt fin, means greatly ſubſervi- 
ent to its cencelement, confirmation, and 
growth ? Thus, while acts of {in are ſuſpend- 
cd, and ſome branches lopped off, its Sove- 
raintie, and Dominion in the heart 1s more 
violent. 

3. The ſincere friend of Chriſt makes it his 
main ſtudie, and work to abaſe ſelf, and exalt 
Chriſt ; but the falſe friend exalts ſelf, and 
abaſeth Chriſt, in al he undertakes. Firkt, the 
true friend of Chriſt makes it his buſines to 
denie himſelf, and exalt Chriſt, in al he doth. 
He would tain abandon, and abjure himfelf, 


that fo he might more completely adhere, 


and cleave to Chrift : He would be Joſt i# 
himſelf, that ſo he might be found of, and 3 
Chriſt : He would be ſpoiled, and fiript 
naked of al his. own ſufficiexces, that ſo he 
might be clothed with Chrilt's white rai- 
ment, Rev. 3. 17+ He dclares to be a fool -jn 
his own, and the World's eye, that ſo he 
may be wiſe in, and by Chriſti, x Cor. 3.18. 
He dares not, for a World, be his own 

| | u 4 flatterer 3 
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3g As to 
ſelſ-Jemal 
& Chriſt- 


exaltation, 


atterer 5 no, he accounts ſelf preſarmntion, a 
ſelf-hel : he would be alwaics jeloys, yea, 
defpairing of himlelt, though he would never 
be jelow, or defpairing of his Lord, Ezech. 
13+ 10, 16. The knowlege of himſc!t keeps 
him from pridez and the knowlege ot Chrift 
keeps him from Defpair. For, not to know a 
man's ſelf, is the root of pride ; 'and after 
man hath known himſelf in his miſeries, not 
to know Chriſt in hu Grace, us the root of de- 

a Cys ſpair, as a ſerious a Janſeniſt obſerves, 
Max.18. Again, He,is very ready to difpleaſe his own 
| wil and humor, that fo he'may pleaſe his 

Lor@s ; He doth renunciate his own Righte- 
ouſnes, that ſo he may partake of 'Chrilt's, 
Philip. 3. 8, 9. In ſhort, he would be poor 


weak' in himſelf, that he might be ftrong 
in Chriſt ; dead in himfelf, that he might 


ſelf, that he might be al things in Chriſt, 
Gal. 6. 3. Thus he abaſeth ſelf, and exalts 
Chriſt, But is it thus with the talſe friend 
of Chriſt ? Doth he not, in al undertake- 
ments, exal: himſelf, and abaſe Chriſt ? Is 
not ſelf the great Ido}, betore which al the 
Faculties of his foul do bow ? Doth not that 


by as a 'mere inſignificant Cipher ? Is not 
ſelf-wiſdome advanced m the room of Chriſt's 
wiſdome ? Doth not' ſelf-wil give laws, yea 


_the-great Bel, and Dragon, that devourcth al 
love to Chriſt ? Yea, doth he 'not Husband, 
wot 16 "Ws " *v and 


in himſelf, that he might be rich in Chriſt ; 


live in Chriſt, Gal. 2. 20. Nothing in him- | 


oreat Diana ſelf rule al, and  Ghrili tiand 


check, to the wil of Chriſt ? Is not ſelf love 
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and Improve al Divine Tlleminations, Aſ- 
fitances, Quickenings, Cinſolations,and other 
gracious Talents tor the Intereſt of Id-l-ſelf ? 
It's true, he doth, at times, denic himlelf in 
ſome things, but is it not that he may the 
more cttc&ually promote himſelt in other 
things ? Is not the: Bent of his. heart moſf 
inſeparably clung 'to Il-ſelf, even when, 
in his profcfſion, he ſecrns moſi refolvedly 
turned againttit ? Doth he not feemingly 
abaſe his externe, and carnal (<lt, that fo he 
may the more cfle&tuilly ex.]t his Tarerne, 
and ſpiritual ſelf £ Or, it he doth ariſe to 
ſuch a mcſure of evangelick ſelf-denial, as 
ſeemingly to denie his uwn ſclf-Kighte- 
ouſnes, and ſelf-ſufficience 5 yet 15 it not al in 
Hypocrific, that ſo he may more really, and 


flily advance the (ame ? Yea, doth not al his 


pretended ſelſ—denial firve only to ſtrengthen, 
hide, and promote inward Jults ? Such a mere 
ie 1s al his ſeeming (clt-denial: ſo greatly 
doth he ſeek himielf, even when he molt 
denies himſelf. So much is Chriſt abaſed 
by him, even when he ſeems the moſt to 
exalt him. | 

4- The true friend of Chriſt us dead to the 
Law, but Maried to Chriſt : He expects not 
lite by Doing, but by Believing : It's true, he 
1s alive to the Law, as-it is an evangelich 
Rule of the Divine Life 3 but he is. dead to 
It as a Corexant, Rom. 7. 4. He has an in- 


4. Ay to 
the Law 


of God. 


timate Union with, Love for, Delight in 


Chrilt's Royal Law of Libertie, as it is an 
exact Idea, and Image ot the Divine Nature 3 


buc 


2 98 


Diſtinfive CharaFers of C.g, 


but yet he abandons, and abjures the Moral 
Law, as a covenant of works. Yea, the ve- 


ry Fauts, and Aberrations from the Law, 


which a true triend of Chriſt 15 obnoxious 
to, do, in the end, make him more in love 
with it, and obedient to it as a rule. Wahere- 
es on the contrarie, his love and obedience to 


the Law as'a Rule, doth indeed alienate his 


heart the more trom it as a Covenant. And 
the formal reaſon of both theſe contrarie 
regards, and aft ions, is one and the ſame 
namely, love to, and dependence on Chrift 3 
which under his failures and dete&s, make 
him more humble, dependent, and watchful ; 
and' under his pertormances, to the Law, 
more thank ful, affedtionate, 2nd regardful to 
Chriſt. But now the falſe friend of Chrift, 
notwithſtanding al his pretenfions to Chriſt, 
he ſtil remains dead to him, -and maried to 
the Law. It's true, he comes to Chritt as a 
Mediator, but why is it? is it not to have a 
tegal, or Evangelick, Righteouſnes of his own, 
to depend on? Doth he not pertorme al his 
duties in obedience to the Law, as his 
Husband, thereby to quiet Conſcience ? Is 


it not his grand deligne to exalt the Law as 


a Covenant of works ? Noth he not deſire 
Grace more to pay his debts to the Law, 
than to walk with, or injoy Chriſt ? Is it 


"not greater joy, and ſatisfation to him, to 


content and fatistic the Law, than to 


content, and ſatisfie Chriſt ? Doth he not 
make it his work and bulines, to bring forth 
fruit to the Law, rather than to bring 


forth © 


[$.1; falſe, and true ſtiend;. *99 


forth fruit to Chriſt, Rom. 7+ 4? Theſe axe: 
black charaGers of being Maried to the Law, 

5. The genwine friend of Chrift makes Chriſt 5. As to 
alone his friend, but the world Chriſt*s, and C—_ 
bis own ſervant. He makes the world the —_ 2 
object, not of his Fraition, but Uſe only : - © 
nothing but God in Chrift is the matter of ' 
his conjugal Amitie, Fruition, and ſatisfati- 
on- So long as he can injoy Chriſt, he ac- 
counts that he wants zothing, 1. e. no efſey- 
tial part of his Beatitude, albeit he lies un- 
der the Deprivement of Al things : and fo 
on the contrarie, although he has a conflu- 

! exce, and abundance of al things, yet he in- 
| joyes nothing but Chriſt, as the matter of 
| his Felicitic. Thus it was with Paul, Phil, Phil. 4.12- 
| 4+ 12. he knew how to abound in al his 
| wants, and how to want. 1n al his Abundance, 


k 


| He had got the Art of contentation in the 
| loffe of al things; and of moderation in the 
znjoyment, or ule of them ; becauſe he made 
Chriſt alone his friend, and the world a ſer- 
vant to Chriſt, and himſelf. 

But is it thus with the falſe friend of 
Chritt ? Doth he indeed make Chri alone 
his Friend, and the world his ſervant ? Doth 
he not rather make Chriſt his Servant, and 
the world alone his friend ? Are -not al his 
Thoughts, Studies, Aﬀe&ions, and Labors, 
laid out chiefly -on the World ? Doth he 
not make ſome lower 7aferior good, the 
chief obje and matter of his Fruition, Com- 
Placeuce, and Satisfatiion 3 and Chrilt only 
a matter of uſe, or means fubſvervient to 

tis 
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on of a 
whole 
Ch riſt, 
w:th 4 
whole 


7 heart. 
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his Id11-good ? Hence, is he not altogether z 
ſtranger to that great Evangclick Mylterie, 
ot abounding in al his wants, and of way 
71g in al his abundance ? When the World 
ſmiles on him, with the Afuence ot al things, 
doth not his heart. adncre unto, and com- 
mit adulterie with it ? And it the world 
frown upon him, is not his heart ful o 
murmurs, ſtymes, and vexations Anxittics ? 
Such an Adulterons, Whoriſb heart has every 
falſe friend of Chriſt, as he is deſcribed to the 


life, Fam. 4. 44 


Chift, with the whole heart. He Elccts not 
only. the Crown, but allo the Croſſe 3 the 

the as wel as the wages 3, the work as wel 
as the reward of Chriſt. And as he em- 
braceth a whole Chriſt, fo alſo with a whole 
heart. Pfal. 119. 2+. i.c. the Pondus, weight, 


| Bent, or molt prevalent Inclination Ot his 


heart, is towards Chrilt. It's true, he has 


ſome Jil, and at timcs a Luſt tor inferior 


goods ay but. yct he has a jtronger Wil, 
and Beyt for Chriſt ; he is, in a remiſſe de 
gree unwiliag, but in an Intenſe degree 
willing'to be Chrilt's. But 1s it thus with 
the talſe friend ot Chriſt ? Doth he, in- 
deed, take an whole Chrijt ? or doth ht 
not rather pick and chuſe out that of Chriſ, 
which belt ſerves his turne. It's true, the 
rotion of a Savior is ſweet to his wounded 


Conſcience 3 ay. but is not the #0ttox of 1 


Lord bitter to his rebelious heart ? A view 
ot Chriſt's Crown is pleaſing 3 but is not 


the 


6. A fincere friend of Chriſt takes a whale | 


FS 
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the contemplation of his: Croſſe, ſad, and 


terrible to him ? Again, as he takes a dj- 


vided falſe Chriſt; ſo is it -not with a di- 
vided falſe heart ? He is in ſome degree 
wiliag to be Chriſt's ; but is he not in a 
greater degree unwilling ? He has a faint, 
languiſhing, ſuperficial wil for Chriſt but 
hath he not a far firmer, deeper, and more 
violent wil for Idol friends ? fo greatly 
is his heart divided, | Ferem. 3. 10. Judah 


hath mot turned to me with her whole 


' heart. A divided Chriſt, or heart, makes a 


falſe friend. | 
7. A ſincere friend of Chriſt cloſeth with 
the perſon of Chrift, and that for himſelf : 
He comes to Chrilt, not only for ſ:me good 
things from him, but for thoſe good things 
in him. It's true, he lovcs the Gifts of 
Chritt wel , ay but he loves the Giver ber- 
ter : yea, heloves the Gifts, for the Gzver's 
{ake. He comes not to Chriſt merely as a 
beggar to a rich man's door; 4s a Client to 
his Lawyer 3 as a fick woman to her Phy- 
fician, only to ſerve a turne, and away again 3 
but he comes to Chriſt as a ſick woman to 
her Husband, and friend, who is both able, 
and willing to cure her of her maladies, and 
allo to fatishe her with himſelf. It's true, 
that which firſt inclines the triends of Chriſt 
to come unto him, is the ſexſe of their need z 
ay but they know there is no way to have 
thoſe weeds {upplicd, but by a clyſure with 
his perſon : and after ſome familiar conver- 
ſation with him, they then tnd, by {weet 
EXPericnce, 


” 
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7. As to 
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with 


Chriſt's 


zerion for 
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experience, that al their needs are ſupplied 


in the fruition of Chriſt for himſelf: they 
at firſt ſeek, and injoy Chriſt for themſelves; 
- but afterwards they ſeek and injoy them- 
ſelves in Chriſt. They know that he that 
bath the Son, hath life, 1 Joh.5-12- and there- 
fore they ſeek not for life, diſtin from 
Chrift, but for Chriſt himſelf as the ſupreme 
Fountain, and adequate obje&, or matter of 


their life. 


But is it thus with the falſe friend of 
Chriſt? It's true he loves the gifts of Chriſt 
but doth he not haze the Giver 2 He affedis 
the bracelets, and love-wpkens {ent by Chriſt; 

. but dvth ke not diſlike the perſo# of Chriſt ? 
He comes to Chriſt to ſatishe and eafe his 
douting, troubled Conſcience 3 but doth he 
not go to beloved Idols, and Lufts to fatisfic 
and caſe his heart ? At beſt, doth he not 
come to Chrilt only as a forlorne bankyupt to 


a bountiful BenefaFor, merely to gain ſome-. 


what, whereby to pay his debts to the Law ? 
He would gladly receive life and Benefits 
trom Chriſt; but doth he not fil remain an 
enemie to Chriſt ? Is he not altogether zg- 
orant of, and a ſtranger to thoſe ſurpaſſing 
excellences, thoſe ſuper-eminent heart-raviſh- 


Ing Beauties and Divine S#avities that are 


in Chriſt? Is not this the great wound and 
plague of every falſe friend of Chriſt, that he 
comes to him for lite, or {ome interior good, 
but yet conſiders not, neither regards that 
life, and good that is in Chritt himſelf ? 


How many falſe friends of Chriſt are there, . | 


who 
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whocloſe with him rather as the way to a 
temporal, and carnal happines, than to an eter- 


zal, and ſpiritual Life £ And as for ſuch of 
| them, who take Chriſt as the way to ſpiri- 


tual life, is not this their main plagae-ſore, 
that they come to Chriſt for life diſtind& from 
himſelf, and confider not that he himſelf is, 
not only the efficient, but alſo the chief ob- 
je of their lite ? | 

Now then, there being ſuch a vaſt diffe- 
rence between the true and falſe friends of 
Chrift, doth it not greatly concerne us al 
to be much in ſuch heart-examens to trie 
our ſelves by theſe, or ſuch like criterial 
notes, whether we are in the number of one, 
or tother fort? O that al, who pretend to 
Amitie with Chriſt, would be faithful to 
their own ſouls, and Intereft in this point ! 
What a dreadful curfe is this, which re- 
mains on the falſe friends of Chriſt, that 
that they put Darknes for light, evil for good, 
falſe for rrue txiend({hip. ws 
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Exhortations to ſuch as are apparent ene- 


mies, or feigned friends of Chriſt, to be- 


come real friends to him. 


Uſe 4. W- have practically improved 


this Theme of Amitie with 


Chriſt, 1n order to the conviction of appa- 
rent enetmics, or falſe friends of Chriſt : It 
remains, that we now improve the fame by 
Exbortations, and Direfi;ns Unto ſuch, for 
a real cloſure with Chriſt, as their triend. 
Exhorta- We ſhal begin with the exhortative part; 


\ 


1oNSTO A 6s r =_ 
mer and cndeavor to evince, what eſſential Ob- 


com plete 


el:Rion of [igations 3 what grounded, and binding Reaſons, 
Chriſtas or Motives, ezery Rational creature lies un- 
our friend. Jp for the minding, and ſteking after Ami- 
tie with Chriſt. The Reaſons; or Mytives, 
which may be urged, for the enforcement 
of this Exhortation, are very weightie, 
preſſing, and binding ; and that whether we 
confider the Objeft, Saubjet, Nature, or 

Efeds of this Divine Amitie with Chritt. 
ok ", T. One great Head of Motives, to preſſe 
excellences @pparent enemies, or falſe friends of Chriſt, 
ef Chriſt, to a thorough cloſure with him, as their 
friend, may be taken from the perfefion of 
| the objef, Chriſt and his Excellences, both 
= Rela- Relative, and Abſolute. (1.) Let us conft- 
Nw der the Relative exceliences of , Chriſt, as Mes 
diator, and ſee what Argument they afford, 


to 


. a wm 
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to perſuade ys, to a complete election of him, 

2s our beſt friend. Is not the notion of a 

\ Savior, and Mediator, very ſweet, and 
pleaſing to condemned Captives ? Are not 
al ambitious of cheir Prince's Favor, and \ 

| Amitie ? Doth any thing ſo much- capti- 

vate the heart of a MalefaGor, as the Smiles, 

and gracious Aſpccts of his Fadge ? And 

ſhal not then the gracious Invitations, and 

offers of Reconcilement from the , Lord of 

 Glorie, the great Mediator, and Fudge of 

linners, captivate their hearts to him? Are 

there not hidden Tfeaſires of life, and Grace 

in Chriſt ? Is he not a boundleſſe, bottom-. 

[efle Ocean of mercie ? Oh! What incom- 

parable ſweetneſſes 3 what heart-raviſhing 

Beauties," What tranſcendent excellexces are 

there in Chriſt, the Mediator ? Alas ! is it 

not ſtrange, that ſuch an Hwusband, fuch a 

Friend, ſuch a Fountain of lite, as Chriſt is, 

ſhould. find fo little ſhare in our hearts, and 

friendſhip,? Oh that ever Chriſt ſhould be 

: {o large-hearted towards poor finful us, and 

' that we ſhould be {o aarrow-hearted towards 

him ! O come, come gaze on, admire, 

adire, efpouſe, and cleave to this great | Me- 

diator. | | 

*F . {2 ) Chriſt is moſt eligible for himſelf, if 2. Abſo« 

- | »* conſider him in his Abſolute excellences. lute. 

\ | 1 not Chrift,God bleſſed for evermore 3 and 


w.,-41 w. . My. 0 A, | WY roms 
| | 


{ the firft Principle, and Laſt end of our Be-. 
ings? And can there be any thing mare 
agreable to a rational Being, ſuch as man is, 
than firme Adbeſion to, and." Fruitien b... 
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gule creature, in quantum ſul 
priacipls ſin;litudinen .gerunt, 
Aquinas contr. Gent. |. F. 
c. 45. 
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tem ad ſum -princiviun. fit- 


his. firſs principle, and Laff 
end. als it not the ultimate 
perfeion of a rational .creg- 
ture, to returne unto his fir 

Principle, and Laſt end? And 
wherein conliſts this returne 
to our firſt Principle and Laf 
end, but in Afimilatioz to,and 


elefion of Chriſt,God-man,tor our friend? Can 
human Felicitie be formed out of any thing 
beneath God in Chriſt? Doth any inferior good 
ſuit with that moſt zoble part of man,his Soul? 
Doth not the ſupreme pertec&tion of man 
confiſt in its ##ion to, and communion with 
ſomewhat- ſuperior, yea, infinitely ſuperior 
to himſelf ? And what's there thus. ſupe- 


- 


rior to man, but God in Chriſt ? What can 
quiet and ſatisfie the clamorous delires of an 
wide-mouthed ſoul, but ſomewhat thar. is 
Good of it ſelf, which needs no - moderation 
in the enjoyment thereof ? But is there. any 
thing beſides God in Chriſt, 3hat is | boyum 


per ſe | Good of it ſelf ? Are not al zxferior 
goods, good only in order fo ſome higher 
goed 7. and do they not hence requixe mode-. 


We ts 
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ration in the uſe of them? But doth friend- . 


ſhip with, or the enjoyment of God in Chriſt 


admit of any moderation £ Can we excede 


here? Need we any meſures, or bounds to 


54 


the fruition of that, which .is the .moſt, ſe 


lid, and ſubſtantial Good , a good moſt xnj- 
forme, pure, and without the leaſt commizxs. - 


zure 3 2 good moſt Neceſſarie, and Abſolute 
2 good molt Comprebenfine, and Self-ſuffici= | 
ay L ; : ; - » ' ; "ent ; 7 
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ent $91 good moſidifſaſive;and comin nicativn.s 


Yea the frapreme; and' beſt; Idea foal good? 


nd is not Chriſt gb this ? Dothzidechenithis 
moſt Infinite, .Sovernin, : Uniitnfalz and > 
Godd, beſt deſerve gur choiceſt Briridfhap ? @ 
then,why aremen ſich firangersts Ekriftt 
©. 24, Another. Head of :Motiwesþr:which ih - 
ſhould. proyoke,both open. cnemirs; and: falſe 1; 
friends of Chritt, to. a. thorough-out <foſare of the ſoul. 
with him, ab theis:fricnd, is takehfrom:. The 
condirion of j.<heix... Banos (8 NY; 6. 2s | 
(8-3: 4. Is not. thy, foub.of:a this nine. yOnighns of 
celeſtial origine! 2, Was it, not”; the foul. w33'Gy fome Juda- 
Inſpbr ea, and Infaſed ymninedi>! ick Tradition, wel known to- 
ately. by God, 48 Gem: 2». 'F\ che * **Papan * Philo ph s 5. 
[5/jt. pot thenee';tetmed he! a pes ee FOLOM 
Off-ſpring of God, AG&19-285% fugut and 2 Ks 4 
fre of ot Aras vt 6d OR 


maſt. akin to God-2 . Is 16 not: ee + oh 7 of 
Fecls; abt to. 045 
ths $3.3 diſgrates and Reproche:. Of which fee Tout sf the 


tor: Human, Nature; to con- Genti t's PIs x 
tract friendſhip: with any but” SETS SS, 
God in Gbrift;? (Hath;the foul: fic phiſick 

or, aatyral cognatian with God/t:1s'1t fot 

then, 4 -monfizous,;prodigions: 2usfe,; that 5t> 

ſhould prefer.; friendſhip with »Wolsfriey dr = 
compoſed of: clay;\before Aiitie: with: the® 

great God,from wiiem it deſcerdeghand witty i 

whom it -hath-ſach-2 »azu3al, though ino6® 

morat, Reſſemblance;?, Oh ! what wr infitiire b 
Diporagementz: gd.) Diſhomor'--is-: this for” - 

Human Nature; fo \tnter into aAi97 Amie 

with ſenſible Infetior Goods 3 and/t/ rejedy +. 

Or __ frifrdſbipvith. its:Grewtir, whe! 

X22 : gAVE 


* 


2. Its Na- -'(2.): Confider the Nature of thy foul: 


ture, 


go8 "10 Exbortationstos  C.g, | 


_ 


- Js I 
* IX... > HS 
» Ty . 


;gave it:Bemg; and ſti] continues to be its 
qnoſi Laxdable, Honorable, and' Happy Being 3 ) 
that toi which/itis moſt akin ? 


Is it not' TImmaterial, Spiritual, and -fim _ 7 
And car any other Good, but'God in Chrift: 
7 and-nvurifh a ſpiritual Nature ?' Is there 
* any. proportion, or ſuitableyes between car. 
> val objefis; and an Immiterial facultie 21s 
' it not aniabſurd, ZHCOHgrunns, ignoble thing, 
for _ a fimple,"ſublime, and elevated Spi- 
_rit”'a5 the, tman ſoul'is, to/ mingle with' a | 
 -dixtie, Fas world , '/and mean while | 
1 negle&- Chris who is ſuch x | 


* 4 a li *«. «- ka. - PI TY 


Bart ins of hit, fvituat; wble 620d 7d BY || 
fankte itt. ju : bl go Y, F- 
1990} : fn _ how much the' more noble! | 


Jus ojeratio excedit condition, any” Forme-: 15, : by fo much 
nem materhe BY "ina ſcundun. the more: predominant it -i5' 


dignitattm [.3 iff; (upertxce= 
dit mateiam.. | Aquinas cons) ver the matter : and by how | 


tra Gent. 1, 2. c. 68. much the more it -is- predox' | 


.. . minant /over'the matter, by 
fo niuch the more mult its - operation excede," 
and ſurpaſſe | the: condition-of *the \matter./ 
This demonfirates [the ammarerial, ſpiritual 
condition. of..thehuman fout z its excellexce, * 
and preferexce beyond al' materiel beings ; 
and how much it. is debaſed, and diſzraced- 
by mingling |with material, - ſenſible good, - 
or. any thing inferior -to-God:: in: Chritt.// 
Farther, the Injmaterialitie--of the ſoul may: 
be demonfirated:from its Indivifibilirie, Tucel- 
lethualitie, Riflexibilitie, Afivitie,and ſeparate 

flate. Al;which : ſufficiently'::demontirate, 
that "I but: _ in Chriſti is an —4 


"a 
"0 i . 
_ % 5 
<8 _ 
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S.2. T borongh cloſure with Chriſt. 309- 
jet adequate , and ' commenſwrate to the- 
ſoul. 3 Bj 
(3-) Remember of what an Infinite Ca-3: Its Ca- 
pacitie thy ſoul is. e Has it not 2 vaſt Ingel- Pn onto 
les, or Apprebenfive Facultie, radically apt, potentia oft 
were it but morally diſpoſed, to take in the eltior tents 
Glorious Ideas of God, the firſt Truth, and 7Þicit ob- 
Beantie -? Is it not alſo inveſted with 7 ca ag 
boundleſſe wil and Infinite Deſires, which can' gquin. 5 
Aqu 
never be terminated, or ſatisfied, but by the 
Fruition of God in Chriſt, the belt Good ? 
Is there not in every Creature an Appetite of 
Union, and Communion with its choiceſt - 
good, and belt friend ? How then comes it to 
paſſe, that the wil of man ſhould be fo averſe 
from union, and friendſhip with Chrift ? ' | 
(4.) Conſider, thc AGivitie of thy ſoul. 4-1t Aﬀiz 
As it isa ſpirit of an Infinite capacitie, ſp alſo V*1e- 
of an u1wearied Ativitie, and therefore muſt 
have ſome friend: for continual coyverſation 
with al. For, by how much the more fim- 
ple and noble any Forme is, by ſo much the 
more vigorous and ative it is Now the 
human foul being the moſt fimple and no- 
ble of al inferior formes, it muſt needs alſo 
be the moſt -a&ive. Thus much the f poor | p14447 
blind Philoſopher -could by his miduight Pbedr. fol. 
Philoſophie diſcover : - whence he attributes '245. 
tothe . ſoul, ©YYings, or a winged Chariot, 
* whereby ſhe purſues after the ſupreme Beautie 
* or Firſt Trath, and never finds Reft;or *Sarif-" 
* faftion, til ſhe-come to the coriternplation 
thereof. - Such is the ſoul's AGwrie,” © And 
15 .it not much better to-(pend'the viyor and 
| RX Z Advice 


\  Bxhortationsto.4 C.g, 


oy ie cif thy. ſoul on... Chriſt, . the beſt 
en That ever was, than on Idol-friends gi 
: .I5.i6 not a great degradation, debaſement, and 
oY - defilement. 1 to. human. Natuze, to ſpend. its 
12>  Atzoitie, 10 converſation with ſenſible goods, 
"Ons x1, VERIEN, are ſo far beneath it, but negle& 
a ©....e., friend({hi and. communion- with Chriſh * 
ene Oh! what - vexation, ſhame, torment, and 
| - bondag! follows ſuch an adulterous heart 

5. Irs tir (CJ) Patobe thy ſoul is is an e Immor- 
moe teh Sprytz.and. therefore mult ſubſiſt when 
. thy bodie is loged in the 

e Plato makes 'the fogl ro he Grave, and. al. the Beantie, 


as God, incompoſitt, *incby- 
ritible, and*- mW? > Gore; | and, Sweets of this: 


whence bein _—_ .1eye-pleaſi ing world, burnt to: 
the bodie, 4, ſaiths ' a black; cole, or reduced to. its} 


eur 1 
Fl ! Fe der cory Is tee Norhing: And wm 
Phero fol = _ 'T TE is, diſloged from. thy. bodie, 
| : and {tript naked of al thoſe. 
Idol-friends, to which it is now, chaingd 2, 
Doeſt thou now prefer, friendſhip. with this: 
whoriſh world, before 4mitie. with Chriſt-2:. 
Ay, but what, wilt thou- (ay, or think, when 
al theſe 1dul-Gods are rent from thee? What: 
_ . wilt thqudo fora friend'to.al: Eternitic, for: 
FEA thine Ian ſoul, if thou make not Chriſt 
2th . . thy: friend? Perhaps thou cat now, as:thou'l 
" conccitel}, live; wel enough. without Chriſty; 
add, friendſhip, with him ; But; is:there nos * 
Me Conn when Tame; and the friends ' 
% f22 no Mex 2: What wil: thing * 


1 Ima foraifzjqud-then; ft Chriſti”: 
” "$A cy ok ?; Bus onthe: confer, 


WP. 


; 9-8 
31) F 
2% 

9” WP 
. SOX 


_—_— 
- 


"2 Fg. © rotry © © 


Ng 


6.2. thorough cloſure with Chriſt, 


if thou make Chriſt thy friend now, he wil 
be fo unto al Eterntie. 


f Yea, by adhering unto f A4i*a ft crtats in corfinie 
Chrift, who is an eternal fats & ton, ons * 147 
afin eu ſerundum quam con- 

Do ; =o Jagitur ſuperioribers que ſunt 

mits meſure, of Etcrnitie 1t /npra tenmpus, etern'i atom Par- 
ſelf. For an a& is ſpecified rz:ipat, 8&c. Aquin, contr. 


good, thy foul wil partiapate 


by its obje& : wheretore the Gent-1. 3-C. 61. 
{oul fowls a&tion, whereby it 
is conjoined with Chriſt,.an Etcrnal Object, 
doth, in a fort, partake of his Eternitze 3 as 
thoſe acts, whereby the ſoul adheres to tem- 
poral objefs, are (aid to be temporal. And 
oh! what invincible engagements doth this 
lay on thine immortal ſoul, to ele&, and in- 
violably adhere to Chriſt 3 becauſe hereby. it 
wil, in its meſure, participate of Eternitie 
it felf, and eternal enjoyments. 

3. Another commun place of Arguments, 
to enforce this Exhortation, is taken from the 
genuine Idea, and Natzre of Amitie with. 


Chrift.. What js Friendſhip with Chriſt, w.c\ 
but a Divine Confederation, Alligation, or Chrilt, 


binding of the Heart to God, by a folemne 
League and Covenant of Friendſhip ? And 
can there be a greater Felicitie, than to, have 
the ſoul bound; by an inviolable Covenant 
of Amitie,to the great Fehovah ? What ? Is it 
poſſible;that a rational Creature ſhould refuſe 
ſach a ſweet, and Divine Obligation, as this of 
triend{hip with Chrift? Are not theſe filkez, 
ind' rolden chains, whereby a- rational ſoul 1s 
boand' faſt” to his chiefeſt good,, more, defi- 
rable;''than the Iron” chains, whereby the 
on”; RX 4 heart 


" Net. 4- 
From the 
eftes of 
friendſhip 
with 
Chriſt. 

x. Diyane 
Life. 


Exhortations tg 4 C. 9. 


heart is fetterd to ſenſibled good ? Is there 
any }ofſe, or pain to be feared by having the 
ſoul inſeparably glzcd, and Kut to ſuch an 
excellent friend as Chriſt is 2 Is . it not a 
ſweet, and delightſome death to die with 
longings for, and ſunl-ſatisfying converſati- 
on with Chriſt, our beſt triend ? What 1s 
Hel, but ſeparation from Chriſt, Pſal.73-27. 
and therefore what- greater Heaven May we 
expe, or dcfire, than an Immutable, and 


« Intimate union, and communion with Chriſt, 


firange then, that Human Nature, indue 
with Judgement, and 111, ſhould be ſo averſe 
fo a Covenant of friendſhip with Chriſt ? 
What? not adhere and cleave to Chrifi, who 
1S fo good a friend, yea ſometimnes an only 
friend ? Doth the ſoul receive any DNam- 
mage by entring, into a ſtrict Amitie with 
Chriſt ? Is it any ſhame, or diſgrace fox 
Human Nature to be fecjeres, and chained to 
Chriſt, the Lord of Glorie ? Wil any thing 
render thee more Happie, than the eternal 
Bleſſed Vifion, and fruition of the Deitie ? 
And is not this Appendent to, yea formaly 
contained in friendſhip with Chriſt? 

4. Laſtly, To provoke our ſpirits to an 
entite Ele&ion of Chriſt as our friend, let us 
conlidet a little the bleſſed Efts of fuch an 
Ele&ion. (1) Is not life a very eligible 


as our beſt friend, Pſal. 73.287 Is it id 


thing ? Did not Satan, ſpeak the truth, when, 
he ſaid, Skin for 5kj11, and al that a man bath. 
for his life'? And is not the Lie of the foul hy: 
ſo much the more defirable, than the life. of 


* the 


w 5. S# , 
s 06H] % Fo. 
k EY T 
34S 
f > SIS 
4 " 7.5%. 
{4 hm EAR 
a 2 Sa 


$,2. thorough cloſure with Chriſt. 


ſoul is, than the bodie ? Now, wherein con- 
fiſts the life of. the ſoul, but in friendſhip 
with Chriſt ? As: the life of the bodie, Con- 
fits in its union with the ſoul; fo doth 
not the life of the ſoul confift in union with 
Chritt, as its Fricnd ? What is ſpiritual 
Death, but Diſunion from Chriſt ? Can there 
be a more ,natwral, nyiforme, equal, perma- 
nent, excelitnt, noble and perfed lite, than that 
which confifts in converſation with Chriſt, 
opr choiceſt friend ? Is not al other life, 
though never ſo ſeemingly ſplendid, and glo- 
riows, but a dream, and metaphor, of litez or 
| rather a Shadowy of death, it compared with 
this life ? Yea, doth not this bring health 
out of {icknes, life out of death, Heaven out 
of Hel? | 
(2.) Wherein conlilts the Vigor and 
Strength of Human Nature, but in Eleqion 
of, and Adheſion to Chriſt as our friend ? 
Doth not al Iufirmitie, and Imbeciliitie of 
bodice ſpring from ſome diſ-unzon, ' obſtruti- 
0, or diſtance between the part and the 
whole ? And do not al our Infirmities of 
ſoul ariſe from Diſ-xnion, or Diſtance from 


the bodie, by how much more excellent the 


FER , 
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2.<riengrh, 


Chriſt, our Head? Is not the ſoul moſt firme: - 


and ſtrong, when it adbereth moſt firmely to 
Chriſt, its firſt principle ? 


(3-) What 3s true Nobzlitie, -Hozor, and 


3. Honor. 


Dignitie, but - Adheſion to, and parttcapation : 


of the Foxntaix of al Honors.? Now, as the 

Eng 3s the Fountain, of Honor in bis King- 

| @ome, (Þ isnot Chriſti. the Fountain: of Honor 

an in 
% " L ; , 


5.Richez. 


314: 
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in his Kingdome ? And can there be an 
higher  piece'of Hottor among Subjects, than 
to be the: Ring's Favorite, and friend ; to 
have his eye, and ear, and power to com- 
mand ? 'And is not this Honor vouchſafed 
to al Chriff's friends ? Have they not his | 
ear, yea, heart to command, as C. 6. $. 5. | 
(4-) Wherein conlifts the formal Idea of | 
Divine Libertie, but in a Divine Amplimde 
or Enlargement of State, and As, ariling 
from ſubje&ion to God, and the uſe of al 
other things in ſubordination to him ? And 
15 not this the immediate and eſſential produfl 
of Amitie with Chriſt, as before, C, 6. S. 5. 
(5.) What are Riches, but the Afﬀuence' | 
of many uſeful, and precious Goods ? Now, 
1f Chriſt be your friend, are' not al thingr 
yours, 1 Cor. 3. 22, 23 ? Yea, has not he'an 
admirable facaltie of Spiritualizing tempo- 
ral mercies? Are not the 'very commzun goods 
of his friends, ſugared, and watered with 
ſpecial fawry + dipt in the blond of the Son 
of God ? And doth not this turne cxrſes 
mto bleſſings, povertie into riches, ſalt croſſes 
mto ſweet 'mercies £ Whereas, to ſuch as are 
not triends:of+ Chriſt, -their- beſt bleſimgs are 
{alred-withithe curſe of ' Gods The {weetelt 
comforts:: want- ſpirit #nd blowd, without 
Chriſt: but to ſuch as are his friends, there 


Bed, a Pitlovy of. tone, 'aw' emcie Purſe; are 
great riches/ to ſuch. Yea, by eleQting Chiilf 
tor thy friend; thou comeſt"to'ſhare in' fi ortth* ] 
?2in-goodhes'' 5-:and are! not: al? things rhi6ſh 


a. Is 2 


S; 2.) thoreughdloſure wth Chroſt. 


pure, moſt ſweet, and moſt copious in their 
Fountain £ Can he want any thing that is 
good, who enjoys the Fountain of al ? See 
Cob. S. 5» 


- (6.) Wherein conſiſts true Peace, Foy, and 6. Pee. 


comfort, but in a ſweet Harmonie, Unifdrmitie, 
Order, and Agreement of a] parts®? And 
whence ſprings this Hatmonie, and Agree- 
ment in the ſoul, but from its firme Adbe- 
rence to Chrift as its friend ® {7 - \ 
(7-) What is the ſupreme Intereſt of a 
Rational Creature, but- to wſe, and: refer al 
inferior concernes to his Laſt exd-2 And is 
not *this alſo the Immediate, and proper 
Iſhe' of Friendſhip with Chriſt ? Do any 
more effecually promote their ſupreme In- 
zereft and Laſt end, than ſuch as Ele and 
adhere” to Chriſt as their beſt Friend ? Thus 


weſee what Demonſtrative Arguments, Rea- 


ſens, and Mvtives there are, to induce, and 


provoke men unto. a-c6mplete cloſure 'with 


Chriſt, - as-theif friend; And oh | what a 


prodigious piece of folie is- it aftcr al this, 
tor men to perfilt in open enmitie againſt, or 
talle friendſhip towards Chriſt ? 
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Direcions for ſuch as are open enemies, oy 
| Hypocritick friends of Chriſt, to come to 


a cordial, | and complete Friendſhip with, 


bims . | 

# 

Dirc&ions TE procede now to: the ſecond part 
nn ' of this Uſe,” namely, the DireFims 
compl:te for attaining unto a complcte Amitie with 7 
friend- Chriſt: Art thou firmely re{olyed, or wel : 
Chip with jnclined to become a friend of Chrift ? But ( 
Chriſt. art thou indeed, and in good carneſt diſpoſed y 
hereto ? Then take the following Diredi- h 

ONS. FY | 

In general, Firſt,« in the general, look, wel to the Be- "ma 
- db _ ginnings of thy friendſhip be ſure thcu laya, | * 
> wi ood Foundatizy, Take this for an Infalli-\ | 
ſe, eternal Truth, The progreſſe, and per- E 

feflion of your Amitie with Chriſt, wil be pro- W 
portionable to 2ts F oundation, and beginning, | If 
Wherefore a goo Beginniyg 15 mpre than fre 

half your work : and, 'on the contrarie, a of 

bad Beginning is worſe than none at al. | ©! 

Lee thy Conſcience be never ſo deeply | © 
wounded by the Spirit of Bondage, yea, calt | 5 

down to Hel, under Deſpsiring thoughts, and | tric 

Helliſh Terrors, yet, if there be not a fiduct- of; 

al clofing with Chritt ; thou wilt prove at. tha 

beſt but a conguered Enemie, or flave, not a. 

faithful friend of Chrifti. Again, Let. thine,” thoy 


Heart be lift up to Heaven, in ſpiritual Thke--- 
| minations, _ 
\- FY 
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$ 23: * Converſion to Chriſt. | 


minations, and Raptures of Joy 3 yet If the 
inward Pondys,, or Weight, i- c- 'the-more 
prevalent Inclixation, and Bent thereof, be 
not**towards Chriſt, thou wilt remam bur 
ur Apparent Hypocririck, friend, and real ene- 
ae of him. Laftly, let thy Profeſſion, and 
Converſation be gilded over with never fo 
many Splendid Titles, Artificial Formes, and 
Hsbits - of legal © Mirtification, pretended 
Evangelich $andiitie, © Puritic, and Pietie 
ſeemingly Angelitk.; yet . if thine Heatt- be 
not ſourd, and fincere, al thy Glorious Titles, 
and Formes of Godlines, and Friendſhip” with 
Chriſt, are but bepnn't#n Hypocriſie,” and” wil 
unavoidably cnd* in Apjtafie.” Therefore 
thou ſeeſt how greatly, it* doth concerne thee, 
to'lopk'wel to the' Forndations; and Begin- 
wungs of thine Amitie with-Chriſt : For if 
it begin il, it car never” end wel. Looſe 
worke; or any fantamental error in thy 'firſt 
Eleftion of Chrift, wit eauſe a crack 'in- the 
whole Structure of thy friendſhip with him. 
It thou begin but a ſecming, Hypocritich 
friend; thou wilt tid @'real,” and open enemie 
of. Chriſt. ' Oh then t'of what infinite con- 
cernement 1s it, to uſe al manner of Caution, 
Circumſpedion, and © Diligence in laying a 
good' Foundation, for a found and” laſting 
friendſhip with'Chriſt? O beware, beware, 
of falſt, lm or rotten foundations ! It 
thou. wilt” build a-lafting Structure of Amitie 
with'Chrift, ſuch as may' reach up to Heavey, ' 


/F fhou muſt lay the Foundation alnoR as low © 
$a Hel © namely, * 'thou'muſt- dig deep; not ©" 


' only 
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Dire&ions. for ſuch as are open enemuics, oy 
 Hypocritick triends of -Chriſt, to come to 


a _cordigl, | and complete Friendſhip with, 


bims . 
Dirc&ions TE procede now to the ſecond part 
fo attain- - of this Uſe, namely, the DireGions 
np tO 2 ou ; CIS 3 
compl-re for attaining unto a complete Amitie with 


friend. Chriſt. Art thou firmely reſolycd, or wel 
ſhip with inclined to become a friend of Chriſt ? But 


Chriſt. art thou indeed, and in good earneſt diſpoſed 


hereto ? Then take the following Diredi- 


ONS. F 


In general, Firſt,» in the general, look wel to the Be: 


Lay a good ginnings of thy friendſhips be ſure thu lay a 
_ r1on. 
4 am le, eternal Truth, The progreſſe, and per- 
feQion of your Amitie with Chriſt, wil be pro- 


portionable to its. Foundation, and beginning, | 


Wherefore a good Beginniyg 15 mpre than 
half your work : and, 'on the contrarie, a 
bad Beginning is worſe than none at al. 
Lee thy Conſcience be never ſo deeply 


wounded by the Spirit of Bondage, yea, calt 


down to Hel, under Deſpairing thoughts, and 
Helliſh Terrors ;, yet, if there be not a fiduci- 


al cloſing with Chritt ; thou wilt prove at : ; 
beſt but a conguered Exemie, or flave, not a / 
faithful friend of Chrifti. Again, Let. thine,” 
Heart be litt up to Heaven, in ſpiritual Tie-: 
 minations, 
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_—_— good Foundatizy. Take this - for an Infalli-\ 


$ 2: -* Converſion fo Chriſt. 3. 
mixations, and Raprares of Foy 3 yet If the 
inward Pondus,, or Weight, 1-6. the-more 
prevalent Inclination, and 'Bent thereof, be 
not®* towards Chriſt, thou wilt remam bur 
an-Apparent Hypocritick, friend, and real ene- 
mie of him. Laftly, let thy Profeſſion, and 
Converſation be gilded over with never fo 
many Splendid Titles, Artificial Formes, and 
Hebitr - of legal © Mirtification, pretended 
Evangelick Sanditie, © Puritic, and Pietie 
ſeemingly Angelith,z yet . if thime, Heatt- be 
not ſend; and fincere,”al thy Glorious Titles, 
and Formes of. Godlines, and Friendſhip' with 
Chriſt, are but begwn' 5 Hypocrifie,- and: wil 
unavoidably cnd* int Apojtafie.” ' Therefore 
thou ſeeſt how greatly, it' doth concerne thee, 
tolobk'wel to the' Fornidations; and” Begin-" 
%ngs of thine Amitie with-Chriſt : For if 
It begix il, 1t cart never” end wel. Looſe 
worke; or any fantlamental error in thy *firſt 
Eleftios of Chrift, wit tauſe a crack in” the 
whole Structure of thy friendſhip with him. . 
If thou begin but a ſecming, Hypocritich 
friend; thou wilt etid real,” and open enemie 
of: Cheift. | Oh then tof what infinite con- 
cernement 1s it, to ufe al manner of Caution, 
Circamiſpeion, and © Diligence in laying a 
govd' Foundation, for a found and laſting 
friendſhip with'Chriſt? O beware, beware, 
Of falſe, -ſwperficiat, or rotten foundations ! It 


fu 
k Fn a wild a lafting Structure of Amitie 
I vich'Chriſt, ſuch as may reach up to Heaves, - 
thou muſt lay the Foundation almoſt as low * 
- $** Hel namely,” thou muſt - dig -deep; not * 


'_ only 
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fcend to particulars. 4 ( 6 HY iy Vin.) 
- | 3 Sim 4 Rho The whe ifs 
As .in man's Bodie. thefe are two great 


# 3 * % 


domeand of our, Amitie ' with, Chriſt. . (1): 
<<oancal prudent, | ſantiified Head,, or Judgement 
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with 


Chrilt. fied prudent Head, Or.a wel-principle awakens Or 
7. Apru- ed, and ſerious Fudgement. | As the Head is } ©! 
dentHead. the top; of. the bodie, the ſeat of Anitnal: | * 
Spirits, and therefore the Guide of a man's: Pr; 

ſo ſpiritual Judgement -is the Guide of. a} ** 
friend of Chriſt. Saving Light, and Son-'| © 

Wi er 4 

ind 

Ide, 


&s ft 


$.3.. . of ſtiendſhip with\Chnie. 


_ tenſe, ſtrong, groz 


nitie. And this. is to me a great-maxime in 
Divinitie, That according ta; the Najure, and 
meſure of our, Light, and Judgement, touch- 
ing Chriſt, and hu concernes ;:ſuch:wil be the 


Nature, aud meſure. of our Amitje with bim-+ 


If our Light -be, .as, Joh. 8. 12+. The light of 
life, i. e._ a real, ſpiritual, clear, diſtin, cer- 
tain, feeling, and , Adtive Light, or Judge- 
ment z then wil qur Ele&zon..of him as our 
friend, be ſingle, cordial, .complete, and firme- 
So alſo as.to the meſure, if our Light. be 3#- 
74g, and noon-fide z then wil 
with 'Chrilt be exceding 


our -frieadfpif{ 
tween ſaving Light, or ſantiified Wiſdome, 
and friendſhj 


ach a ſaving Light of Life, or Judgement ? 
re there not a world of ſeeming riends of 


the conſtitution of a fincere Amitie with 


ha 


Chriſt, 7M , wel prin- 
(1+) It muſt be an Head wel-principled, or cipled with 

indued with a Rock of ſan&fied, habitual 512d 
ed with a Rock of ſar zfie > PaYHtar Notions of 


Ideas, or Notions touching Chrift, and Chritt, 


his 


\ 
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" his evangelick eoncernes 3 eſpecially ſuch. as 
refer to friendſhip with him:;,* This is eſſe#- 


tial, and fundamental to the conſtitution of 


a Divine Amitie with Chriſt. For if there 
| be not a confiderable meſtire of Habitua! 
Light, or Saniiified Evangelitk Notions, 
touching Chriſt, his Excellexces, Laws, and 
the Benefits we receive by him, how can the 
ſoul fal in love with him ? Who ever ju- 
diciouſly loved that, whereof he never had 
any right Notion, of conception ? In brief, 
if thou wilt become a good friend of Chriſt, 


get a trixe Tdea, or "right nation of Chriſt's . 


Relative, and Abſolute perfe&ions . How ful 
of Grace, and Trith he is 3 what an Infinite 
Plenitude of Life dwels in him 3. How wil 


ling, and readic he is to filevery emtic heart; 


tO exrich every poor ſoul ; to refreſh every 
wearie and: heavy laden firiner 3 to beal 
every wounded ſoul 3 to revive every dead. 
and drooping ſpirit 3 to juſtifie every ſelf. 
condemned fitmer, that comes unto him; 
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- 


Get alſo a tight Notion of al the Abſolute. 


perfefions of Chriſt : touching thoſe ra- 


ziſhing Beantier, and Tranſcendent excel- | 


lences that ſhine in kd eta as he is the 


Son of God, and ' exprofſe Imagt of bis Per- k 


Jon. Farther,” thou muſt have. righe Ideas. 
- of thine own fin and miſerie 3 arid thence, 


of thine abſolute neceſſitie and iced of, 
Chriſt ; as alſoof the covenant of Grace, and 
the Texmes on which Chriſt is offered to. 


thee. 


(2.) It 
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$. 3. of fiendſbip with Clrift. 


Head wel-principled, with Habitual notions 
of Chriſt, but thou muſt alſo have an 
awakened Head, or an afiual feeling Fudge- 
ment of Chriſt and bis Afais. Habitual 
Notions, without an-aGual feeling confidera- 
zzon Of things, 1s but a ſlecpy, and dreaming 
knowlege, that which wil never work the 
Heart, to any real cloſure with Chriſt as our 
friend, The Head is the Fountain of the 
ſenſes, ana if theſe be, bound up. by vapors, 
or decay of ſpirits, ſleep preſently follows : 
So here, it Conſcience, which -is the ſeat of 
ſpiritual ſenſe, be bound up by the wapors 
of fin, what follows, but ſpiritmal ſlumber, 
and dreams 3 which diſ-ſpirit our Friendſhip 
with Chriſt > The more awakencd, agual, 
and Feeling our Fadgement of Chriſt is, the 
more firme wil our friendſhip with him 
prove. 'A ſleepy, dreaming, and infenſible 
knowlege ot Chriſt, breeds only a looſe, 
broken; variable, and falſe Amitie with 
him. | 


(3.) A Santiified, prudent Head, implies 3- A fer'- 


cad. 


alfo a ſerious, conſidering, deliberative Fuage- 
ment. None make better friends of Chriſt, 
than ſuch as ponder, muſe, and pore moſt up- 
on him. 
very bad Foundation for Friendſhip with 
Chritt. The plodding, contriving Head, if it 


 tixe on a right matter, is uſually attended 


with a fixcd Reſolution, and invariable wil. 


Tf thou defireſt to be a Loyal -triend of 


Chrift, be much in ſpiritual confideration, 
S-- con- 


ous 


A raſh, unadviſed Head is a: 


32T 
- (2+) It ſufficeth not, that. thou haſt an *- An 


awakened 
Head. 


conſultation, and advice touching Chriſt, and 
thine Adherence to him. . The wiſeſt friend, 
if good, is uſually the beft. 

4.A work= (24+) A ſanGified Head is allo a working 
ing Head, Head : Aﬀjve prudence, if 1t pitch. on a 


right obje&, is alwaies beſt. Nothing ſo 


ſtrong, as a ſanfified Fudgement, backt with 
experience, and Afﬀection. And if the Judge- 
ment be wel-pronnded, and ſtrong, the triend- 
ſhip cannot be week, or ſtaggering. A lazy, 
 ſlithful Judgement ever brecds a looſe, ſuper- 
ficial Amitie with Chriſt, So much for- the 
firſt Foundation, namely a ſanfified, prudent 
Head. 
2. Foun- 2. If thou wilt arrive to a ſolid, entire 
dation "27 Amitie with Chriſt, get, not only a ſanctiti- 
Chef Ed, prudent Head, but alſo a Loyal, faith- 
is a Loyal fal, and fixcere Heart. This is the main 
Heart. fandamental, and principal part of Friend- 
ſhip with Chrift. A prudent Head, without 
a faithful, and ſincere Heart, never makes a 
good friend, cither of men, or Chrift. 
Now this Loyal, fincere Heart confilts of 
Two Ppatts, (1.) A Broken Heart. (2.) A 
: Sound Heart, Of each in order. | 
3. A Bro 1.]f thou wilt lay a 200d foundation for 
ken Heart. £.5endfhip with Chriſt, thou mult be ſure to 
get a Broken Heart. For a Broken heart is 


beſt difpoſed to cloſe with, receive, and extey- 


tain a whole Chrift. A broken ſpirit be wil 
not deſpiſe, Phil. 51. 17, The Sacrifices. of 


God are a Broken ſpirit, 8c. Now this Broken. 
1.4n Heart Heart implics, (1+) An heart deeply Broken, 
_ 'or and wounded for ſm. Corrupt Nature is © 

| a EXTIEme 
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8. 3. of friendſhip with Chriſt. 


and break it to pieces : the tecure finner ſleeps 
on, and ncver wakes, *til the Law, by its 
terrors and fears ſhake him : Chriſt and 
Heaven, are moſt ſweet to them, who have 
been ſhaken over the flames of Hel, and al- 
moſt ſmothered by the ſmoke thereof: there 
1s an Evangelick, ſenſe of Hel, which much 
conduceth to Chritt's Heaven. © Chriſt's Pas 
© Jace-work ( faith # a Reverend. Divine) 
© and his new dwelling laid upon Hel felz. 
© and feared, is moſt firme : and Heaven- 
*erounded, and laid upon fuch an Hel, is 
© ſarett work, and wil not waſh away with 
©Winter ftormes: It were good that Pro- 
* feffors were not like young Heirs, who 
* tome to their rich Eſtate, long ere they 
*come to their Wit, and fo hvith ir. 
It cannot be expected that the foul ſhould 
be raifed up to faith, and Amitie with 
Chriſt, before ic huth been caſt down by 
fears, and terrors of Conſcience ; at leaſt fo 
far, as to make it ſenſible of the need it 
hath of Chriſti: (2; ) A Broken heart in- 
cludes an Heart Broken off from ſin, and ſelf. 
That Freindihip with Chriſt, which is not 
founded on averſion from fin, and ſelf, is but 
emtie, and airy , and wil ſerve only as wings 
to carrie you to Hel : fuch a Forme of Ami- 
tie with Chriſt, is without life, and power : 
te makes you. only more cunning enemies 
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extreme lyftie, ftoxit-hearted, and anbroken : 
it cannot bend, or ſtoop to termes of Recon- 
cilement with Chriſt, yea, it, makes a ſport 
of Chriſt, *til the Spirit of Bondage come, 


t Rather? 


:.AnHeart- 
Broken off 
from kn, 
and ſelt. | 


P to. 
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to Chrijt, and. your own ſouls. There muſt” 
be a plowing up the fallgy ground of ſin, and 
ſelf, before the ſecd of friendſhip with Chriſt 
wil ſpring up. : 
2. Aſouand 2+ It thou wouldefſt Jay a ſure founda- 
Heart. tion for a ſtable Amitie with Chriſt, thou 
P{.119-30. muſt get not oxy a Broken, but alſo a ſound 
Heart. So Pal. 119. 80. let mine heart be 
Sound in thy Statutes. EVAN, immaculate, 
entire, perfe, or wanting nothing. The 
wiſe maan tcls us, the heart of a fool 5 n5- 
thing worth : and why ? Becauſe he wants the 
beſt part of his heart 3 he is hollow-hearted, 
or rotten at the Core, unſound in heart 3 and 
thereforc ſhal be, one day, aſhamed of his 
folic, and hypocriſfie. But, faith David : 
Let mine heart be ſound in thy Statutes ; 
that T be not aſhamcd, i e. that I may ap-_ 
-” prove my {elf a loyal friend to thee, and ſo 
never be aſhamed of my profeſſion. It's 
erue, David was {ubje&t to many impertecti- 
ons : he had many ſpecks, and defedts, as 
ſome ſound Apples have : ay but yct he was 
not rotten at the Core, as Hyporrites are : 
the inward frame, and Bent of his heart was 
' fincere and ſound. Though the friends of 
Chriſt be ſubje& to many impertections, 
yet the inward coxſtit#t:z9n, and frame of their 
hearts 1s ſound and upright 3 and this keeps 
them Loyal, and Faithful to Chriſt : where- 
as the rotten-hearted friend of Chriſt, be his 
profeſſion never ſo golden, and ſplexdid, yet, 
becauſe rottennes poſſeſſerh the frame and 


Bent of his heart,he ſhal zt laſt be aſhamed and } 
| CON» 
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$.4. of ſrriendſhip with Chriſk, 32g 


confounded. A rotten, hollow Heart, although 
it may ſeem never ſo beautiful, and Glori- 
ous, alwaycs proves diſloyal to Chriſt. There 
is no durable tricnd{hip, but what ſprings 
from a ſound Heart : which implies, 

1- A /ivins Heart. Life, they ſay; be- r. A living 
ging at the Heart ; fo doth Amitie with Hear: 
Ci:rift. Art begins with externes 3 but Na- 
ture, and life begin with Tuternes ; The 
Heart is he ti: {t that lives, and the laſt that 
dies : ſo hcre, true triendſhip with Chriſt 
begins with a living Heart. Therefore: if 
tzou wouldeſt really be, what thou doeſt 


proteſſe thou art, a tricnd of Chritt, be fure 


thou mind more the zxward life, and power of 

Grace in thine Heart, than externe Formes, 
Apparences, and ' Shadows thereof. It is 

Sage, and great Advice, which the ſerious 
Fanſeniſt gives to young Converts. © In the c $. Cy as 
© beginning of Convertion, we ſhould not 7 tt. 

* attedt to appear devout before the eyes Ce 
* of the World, by ſome promt, and cxteri- TIM 
* or change, which comes under publick 

© view z but retain our (elves, and the new 

© ſentiments of pietie, which Grace 7aſpires, 

* within the ſecret of our Hearts 3 that ſo 


- * the Rexovation of our fouls be diſcovered, 


* rather by our 4T7ions, than by our externe 
* mines, geftes, and bchavior. O that green, 
and young *triends of Chritt would obferve 
this ; and more ſtudioully intend the interne 
Life, and power of Grace in the Heart, than 
the externe Forme thereof. 
2+ It thou delireft to approve thy (elf a 
| + © Þ loyal 
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2. A ſingle loyal friend of Chriſt, . then indufiriouſly 


eartr 


which Im« 


Pics, 


7. The 
Election of 


hbor after a ſingle Heart. This 1s another 
eſſential branch, or part of a ſound Heart, 
Now this ſingle Heart implies both a ſingle 
Object; and allo ſingle Motives, or Ends, 
C 1.) If thou wilt have a fuugle. Heart 
towards Chriſt, thou muſt let a ſingle 
Chriſt poſſefle thine Heart. For ſuch as 
the obje&, under its formal conſtitu1ion, 15, 
{uch wil our Hearts be : If thou elect a 


double Chriſt, i.e. adde any thing to, or com- 


pound any thing with Chrift, thou wilt 
have a double Heart +: O beware, beware, 


how thou mixe the World, the Law, Sin. or 


Self with Chriſt ! Fie, Fie, on that adulte- 
rous whoriſh Heart, which would tain loge 
fomewhat beſides Chriſt, in the bed of its 
Aﬀections ! Chrif mult lie his alone 1n the 
Bent of the wil, or he wil have nothing to 
do with that ſoul. Alas ! how many make 
a commun Strumpet of their Heart Ict it lie 
m commu tor Chriſt, and for any Idol-lover ? 
Thou muſt dehie' right-hands, right-cyes, and 
al other 7dol-luſts, or Lovers, it thou wilt be 
a loyal friend ot Chritt. 
whole latitude, whether wiſe,” conceited, Re- 
ligious,” moral, Righteous, or Evangelich ſelf, 
muſt ſtand by, as a mcre ciphcr, that fo Chrilt 
may poſlefle the room of ſelf. Thou muſt 
die to al other Lorers, if thou wilt live to, 


and with' Chrift, as'thy friend. We have al 


too much of an adulterous love, and whoriſh 
Heart , which 1s inclined to loge ſomething 
beſides Chrift in his Royal Bedz and —_— 
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S. 3. of ftriendſbip with Chriſt, - 
the Lord is pleaſed to allure ſuch, as belong 
unto the FElefion of his Grace, into a Wit 
dernes-condition of much ſpiritual Bondage, 
Tentations, Deſertions, Deadneſſes, Diſcom- 
fitures, Hurries, and other Afi&ions, not a 
few, thereby to baniſh al 1dol-lovers from the 
Heart. Oh then '! Why wil not poor 
awakened ſouls fal in with the deligne of 
their Lord, and ler him have his alone in the 
Royal bed of their conjugal Aﬀeciions ? Chritt 
wil be 41 or None. | 

(2. If thou wilt have a fiugle Heart to- 


327 


3. Sing!e 
Motives of- 


wards Chriſt, then- let the Myzives of thy ur tic. 


Friendſhip to him be ſingle. 
ele a ſingle Chriſt for thy friend, ſo alſo 
the motives of thine Election mutt be ſingle. 
Now the motives of any action are of the 
{ame Natyre, and have the ſame Influence 
with the exd for the Laſt end is the ſu- 
preme mitive of every Adion. So then, to 
have ſingle motives of our friendſhip with 
Chriſt, is to have a ſingle Intention, or Intui- 
tion of right ends, in our election of him. 
Thjs is called in Scripture a fingle eye, Mat, 
6. 22. If therefore, thine eye be fingle, t. e. If 
thou haſt a ſingle, pure Intention 3 it there be 
no ſquint eye, no oblique regards tO private 
ends. A ſingle heart takes Chriſt not only 


tor the Loves, but for himſelf > not only as 
the way to profit, bnt as the way to life 3 not 
only to cool the heats of Conſcience, but alfo 
ko quexch the tire of luſt in the heart 3 not 
only to ſatiefie the Law, and its demands, 
but alſo to ſatisfie the Hears, with the Frui- 

4 10n 


As thou muſt on. 


Mat. 6.22. 
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tion of Chriſt himſelf. Such are the muytives 
of a ſingle Heart, and ſuch ought to be the | 
motives of thy friendſhip with Chrilt, Thus | 
the Spozſe CharaCctexiſcth the triends of | 
Cant. 1.4- Chriſt, Cant. 1. 4, The upright love thee, i.e. 
ſuch as have an wpright, ſing/e Intention, | 

right ends, or ſtrait motives 3 they, and they 

alone have a ſound, ſincere Ive of Friend- 

ſhip for thee: ſuch as have a duuble heart, 

or (as the Pſalmiſt, Plal. 12.2.) an Heart 

and an Heart, an Heart tor Chriſt, and an 

heart for Jdel-lovers, {uch are falſe friends. 

3- An En- *' >. A ſound Heart .is an Entire Heart : As 

_ Ure Heart, £4 muſt take Chriftt with a tingle Heart, 

which refers to the Objef and Mor7ves, fo 

alſo with an Entire, whole Heart, or thou 

wilt never make . a loyal friend of Chriſt, 

This indeed tollows - on the former: tor if 
the Heart be double as to the objef, and mm . 

tives, it can never be in it felf Entire» The 

Fargo or Duplicitie of the objec, ever 

reeds a_ Diviſion in the Facultie, or Sub- 

jeF , which dcſiroyes al triendihip with 

Chriſt. Tategritie of Heart 1s Eſſential to al 

true Amitie with men, but much more with 

PC. 119. 2 God. So Pal. 119. 2. Bleſſed are they that 

| . Seek bim with the whole Heart. i.e. (1.) They. 

25 553 who ſeck nothing but Ga himſelf; or if 

they ſeek any thing elle but God, it 1s fon: 

himſelf. Thus God is to þc loved with-the! 

whole heart. 1. e. he is to be loved alone or: 

\ if any thing elſe beſides God be loved, it + 
muli be loved for God, and in God. For he. 
that loves any thing beſides God, _— he- 
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8. 3 of friendſhip with Chriſt. 


loves not for God, loves that thing more than 
God. and {o makes an Idol of it : they that 
love Chriſt with the whole heart, love no- 
thing but Chriſt for it felf. (2.) To ſeek 
Gd in Chriſt with the whole heart, 1s to have 
the prevalent part of the heart towards him: 
and they who have the prevalent Pondus, or 
Bent of their Hearts toward Chritt, they are 
indecd ſorrnd-hearted, and Loyal friends. In 
moral eſtimati'n, the _— prevalent part 
paſſeth for the whole : it Chriſt hath the 
prevalent part, or Bent of the wil, he has 
the whole : but it you give him only the 
leſſer part, 1. e. ſome Velleitie, or conditionate 
wil, fore wiſhings, and wouldings, ſome 
loofe deſires, you give him #othing. If you 
give Chriſt only a fant, Linguiſhing, incomplete 
wil, you are fo far from becoming his 
Friends, as that you do indeed render your 
ſelves more ſpiritual, cunning, and mortal 
exemies to him thereby. For ſuch imperfec? 
Vellcities, or conditionate, langnid deſires, and 
wil towards Chriſt, being {oon overcome, 
and borne down by the prevalent Bent of the 
Heart towards Tdul-luſts, and other Lowers, 
they ſerve only to coxcele, corroborate, and 
mprove thoſe ſeeds of enmitie, which lie dor- 
mant in the Heart,againſt Chriſi.O then take 
heed, how thou content thy ſelf with fone 
languid, faint wiſhes, or condi, 'onate defires 
after Chriſt : believe it, he wil have the Bent 
of the wil, or nothiag. If thou divide Chrift, 
or divide thine heart *twixt Chriſt and the 
World, thou wilt never have him. As thou 
| mult 
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a. Gera 
f-x.ble 
Heart. 


muſt xeſerve nothing of the Bent of thy 
heart for any but Chriſt. Believe it, as a 
piece of Chriſt wil not ſuſſice thee 3 ſo a piece 
of, thine heart wil not ſufhce Chriſt. he- 
ware then, how thou divide thy narrow 
Heart : remember al 1s too little for Chriii ; 
ic wil not ferve him and any Io}; he wil 
have al or none, Give Chriſt theretore his 
due, an entire, eomplete Heart : be wholly for 
bim, and then expect, that he be wholly for 
thee : Let al other ſwiters ſtand by, and 


Chriſt alone poſſeſſe the conjugul Bent of thine | 


Heart. Know, that Chrilts Felowfie wil not 
admit a Dzviſi91 of thine Heart : a little love 


for other friends may be too much, but much. 


love for Chritt, is too little, mm a foul eſpouſed 
to Chriſt. It thou wilt be a loyal friend of 
Chritt, thou muſt get a determined, reſolute, 
peremtorie wil tor him +; thou mult contend 


and rreſte,with an holy violence, for Chrift ; 
and-reſolve not to be put oft with any thing 


but Chriti. Yea, though Chritt fcems to 
terne kis back on thee, yct foliow him {ti}, 
even to the Gates of He!, and then thou ſhalt 
with the Syrophenician woman, tind a Hea- 
zen of Friendſhip with him. Chriſt Joves 
ſuch holy Importunitie, and contention : love- 
violence, is vey plealing unto Chriſt : He 


that wil not be denied, ſhal be ſure to hnd. 


Chrilt. 


. 4+ A found Heart 1s a flexible heart. A + 


dead, Heart is very ftifie, ang inflexible 3 but 
a living ſound heart is very Flexible, and 
yiclding to Chrilt, 
_ dead 


A Sandifed Heart, the foundation C.g.. 


It's ſp in Nature, 
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dead Carcaſſes are very ftiffe and unpliable, 
| | buta living bodie has its parts very pliable. 
h If then thou wouldeſi have a ſoznud Heart 
towards Chriſt, be ſure that thy heart be 
r | very flexible towards him. Flexibilatie, is 
eſſential to the conſtitution of Amitie amongſt 
| | men: If both, or cach be of zxflexible, erſſe, 
; | ftiffe Humors, there wil never be a laſting 
| friendſhip. Stoxt-bearted ſinners are, in 
- | Divine eftimation, far from Chriſt, and friend- 
| | ſhip with him, Eſa. 46- 12. If thou art 
ambitious of being a loyal friend of Chriſt, 
+ | thine Heart muſt be flexible, and pliable. 
> | (7-) To the Termes of his Covenant, and his 
| Evangelick offers of Grace. (2.) To his 
| | Royal Laws, cſpecially ſuch as relate to 
” | friendſhip with him. (3.)) To the workings 
and operations of his ſpirit of Grace. 
(4-) To his providential occurrences, in a 


| 
"| way of paſſive ſubjecion, and ſubmiſſion. 
| 


Thus thine heart muſt be flexible towards 
Chriſt 3 albeit auflexible, and reſolute againſt 

| fin, and al 1dot-friends. 

| 5. A ſound Heart is an Hozeſt, fiacere 5: ct an 
Heart, ſuch as really intends what it pretends omen 

| unto : ſuch an heart 15s eſſeuizal to true Hidioe, 
Amitie with Chriſt. So Luke $. 15. An 

I Poneſt, and good heart, are joined together. 

| This honeſt heart is /0ppoſed to a gealeful, 
deceirful, Iying Heart 3 which is repugnant 

Fo friendſhip with Chriſt. So Eſa. 63. 8. 

'  YThe friends of Chriſt are called, Children 

 Ythat wil not lie, i. c- they really Intend, what 

 Yhey pretend wnto - there is an — 

| . an 


and conformitie betwixt their Aﬀedion, and 


Profeſſion , they would really be what they 


profeſſe they are : theye is no" guile found in 
their months, or profeſſion, Rev. 14+ 5+ Such 
a friend was Nathaniel, Joh. 1. 47. An Ifra- 


elite indeed in whom # no guile : It thou haſt, 


any prevalent degree of Hypucrifie, or gmile 


in thine Heart, thy iriend{hip with Chriſt wil 
#ever be good, or ſound. It's true, tne 


friends of Chriſt find, and feel too many 
Reliques, and Spices of Guile, and Hypocrifie 
In their Hearts: ay but this is their burden; 
which they gran under, and hate, and con 
fi againſt; neither have theſe Remains of 
Hypocrifie any prevalent Dominion in the 
{oul : neither doth the Bent of the Heart 
Fyh.6. 24. Mingle with, or approve of them. Look 


«234;0ias wel then to this, that thine heart be hone 


n = w_ and {incere with Chriſt, Epheſe 6. 24+ Grace 
Ita « tegittr he with al them that love our Lord Feſw 
& lic 2.9. Chrift in ſincerite, - «oiog91e, 1,e. with 4 
_ Iribiſſar's | pure, virgin, incorrupt love zfuch as has no 
_— prevailing mixture ot Guile, or adulterous 
wis, Aﬀction  uch as, by no blaxdiſſements of 
aturtss this beart-bewitching world, by no ſolicitati: 
Plato & ons of fin, and Satan, can be inveigled, or 
Demotthe- enticed from Chrijts O ftudie, labor, com 


nes. & Tia if 
_—_ * tend, pray, wait, and ſeek, tor ſuch an bone 


ferfr r0dem. ſincere heart : tuch, and ſuch alone makes 4 


__— in ſound-hearted triend of Chriſt. 
. loc. 


CHAP 


A Sandified Heart, &*c. OC. 9, 


A 
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_— - —_ un, 


CHAP. X. 


Admonitions, and Advice ts the 
friends of Chriſt, for the Living up 
cothe Dignitie o: this their Re- 
lation, 


SHIT. ». - 


To Studie, and Admire the excellences of 
Chriſt”s Perſon, Love, and Grace. | 


Uſe hs y- Doctrine of Amitie with T5 
Chriſt, furniſheth us alſo with Ame: 
much matter of Admonition, and Advice tO Adyice to 
ſuch as are indeed the friends of Chriſt, that the Friends 
they would make it their main Stndie, and 9 Chriſt. 
Endeavor to Af, Walk , and Live up to the*® 
Dipnitie of their Relation, and State. This 
uſe may be branched forth into many Ppar- 
ticulars. . | 
1. Is Chriſt ſo good a friend ; ſo much t, ToSw- 
eligible for himſelf £ O then ! how much are di and 


the friends of Chriſt obliged hereby, to — 


| Studie, Admire, and Adore the Superlative, Excellen- 


Tranſcendent excellences of 1bis their friend ? 
What is there. more efficacious to improve 
friendſhip amongſt men, than familiar, and 
treſh contemplations of the excecllences, that 
are 


334 Studie theBeautie of Chriſt's perſon.C.14, 
are loged in our friend ? Is not this ingeni- 

p 3-3» 4 ouſly exprefled by the Moralifſt, g who 
T4 025” makes al love to come from contemplation # 
Who are they that ſleight Chriſt, but thoſe 

Cant. 5. Glind ſinners who ſay, Cant. 5. 9. What is thy {c 
9, 16. Beloved, more than another Beloved ? They | 
wanted eyes to contemplate his Beawttes; 
and theretore no wonder, it they wanted | Y 
hearts to love and embrace him, as their | pl 
friend. But as for the Spouſe, who wel un- | © 
derſiood his excellences, Oh ! how doth ſhe | ® 
crie himup ? What a great friend was he in | ” 
her eye, and heart ? What an admirable Cha- 
racer doth ſhe give of him? v. 10. My Be- | ® 
loved 3s white and ruddie, &c; She had wel Þ P* 
ſtudied the incomparable excellences of | 
Chriſt, her friend, and therefore her heart 


was inflamed with AﬀeGions: towards him: || Þ" 
Oh! what infinite Attra@ives are there in, fir 
Chriſt, to draw forth the Attention, Intenti- 


on, Admiration and Adoration of his triends ? 
Is there any thing in the World that may be {0 
compared with Chrift ? Take the moſt ex- | © 


ccllent, and glorious pieces of the. Creation, of 
and what are they but mere Yanitie, and || * 
129 


poor, withered ſhadows, it Compare 4 wid! | 
Chriſt ? What is the World's 41, bur pure of 


nothing, if compared with the traniceudent ſux 
Gloric of Chriti, the great 4? O ponder, _ 
muſe on the attraFive exceliences of Chriſt ! } 
What a ſoverain Influence have mnſinz, pore on 
dering thoughts, or Spiritual, deep, contem- Te 


plation of Chriſt's excellences, on our friend- ' 
hip with him? Is it not thus among{t men ? 


4 


Q@ 


Pi 
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Do not lively,and freſhThoughts of our friend, 
though abſent, mightily z#flame the heart 
with love unto him ? What is it that makes 
many impotent, effeminate, amorous Lovers, 
ſo much to dote on their beloved Tdols ;, but 
frequent, eye-pleaſing views, and porings On 
their Skin-dcep, fading Beaztie ? And can 
we imagine that the Pirirual, fixed contem- 


| lation of Chrift's raviſhing Beauties, and 


Glories, by an eye of, Faith, wil not have a 
more  efhcacious Influence on his friends, to 
inflamne their hearts with friendſhip towards 
him? O ! Would men but tude, pore on, 
and admire the incompatable excellexces, and 
perfeions of Chriſt, what admirable friends 
would they be ? How would their Hearts 
be raviſht with Love -unto him ? What in- 
tinite complacence, and ſatisf:0i.# would they 
find in communion with him ? 


(t.) What more Attrafive than Amiable 1. Sudie 
Beanie ? And 35 there any thing imaginable the Beau- 


{0 Beautiful as Chrift ? What is Beautie, but 


a connatural Amenitie, or ſweet Awmiablenes perſoi. 


of forme and figure, ariſin from a natural, 
wel-tempered complexion, ſituation, and propor- 
tion of al parts ? And aretheſe Ingredients 
of Beautic any where to be found, in ſuch a 
ſuper<minent degree, as in Chrift ? Is he 
not, in regard of his complexion, ſtiled white 


&14 raddie, Cant. 5. 10. which are eſtimed | 


colors moſt predominant, in Beautic ? Doth 
not the Spouſe give him this CharaQter? Cant. 
I- 16. Behold thox art fair, my Beloved, yea 


| fleaſant : Dn, it. amiable, beautiful, ac- 


ceptable, 


2 
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2 Studie (2-) Stndie, admire, and ade greatly 
w _ - .. the ſuavities, or ſweemeſſes f Chriſt's Na- 


klire, love, 


ceptable, every way heart-raviſhing, Is there 
atiy. thing in the world more Beautiful than. ; 
the $4#, and its ght ſhining in its Meridia 
an Glorie ? And is not Chrift*s Beautie {ct 
forth by that of the Sun, ſrining in its 
ftrength, Rev. 1. 16? Oh! what an Infinie, 
Glori:us Sun of Righteouſnes is Chritt ? How | 
Beautiful are the beams of his Glorioxs 
light 7 O come, come, al ye friends of Chritt, 
and behold this your King in his Beautie, as 
Eſa. 33. 17- O gaze, gaze forever, on this. 

| your friend |! let the eyes of your under-. 
ftandings ſpend their vigor, in Heart-affed- 
ing contemplations, and views, of thoſe ad- 
mirable glories, that ſhime in the perſon of 
this your deareſt, and beſt friend ; and ne- 
ver deſiſt, til your hearts be raviſhed with, 
and captivated to him. | | 


ture 3 the wonders of bis love > and the 


and com- Tenderneſſes of his compaſſions towards his | ft 
s D 


paſſions 


towards his 


frier.ds. 


friends, Oh ! What an incomparably good- 
Nature hath Chrift ? How admirably ſweets | E: 
humored is he towards his friends ? Were Þ 4) 
any of Chriſt's friends ever troubled with an 
cauſeleſſe croſſe Humors, and vexatious Carrts. 
ges from Chriſt? Is not his Nature made Þ to 


up of unparalled fweetneſſes ? O ſtudie, and J for 
dive deep into Chriſt's good-Nature, and} tor 
ſweet Humor : What Divine Suavities polleſſe Þ tho 
| his Nature ? How wel-tempered his ſpirit 1s? be | 
How tree from al moroſe, ſour, 3 humors bis: for 
Nature is ? There are many eminent 2x6} Þs | 


lier 


> | $S. 1. StadieChrifts Love. 

lities in Chriſt, which render him of an 

incomparably ſweet Nature. (1-) His Na+ 

+ | ture, as curiouſly framed by the ſpirit of 

t | God,is of a ſurpaſſing finer make,than al other F 

5 | human yea Angelick natures. (2.) His Hu- 

, | man Natzre was Graced in, and from the 

v | Womb. Irs fin that makes our Human Na- 

s | ture,fo moroſe, ſo ſour, ſo il-conditioned : but 

A Chriſt's nature is clothed with pure Grace 3 

s'| and therefore moſt ſweet, molt benigne, 

s | moſt wel-tempered. 

oY 2. Stugie alſo, and admire the wonders of Chriſt's 

i | Chrif®s Love to his friends. O that ever Love- 

|- | ſuch an Tyfivite Maſſe of pure ſpotleſſe Love, 

of | ſhould mingle with Sinful Duſt, and Aſhes ! 

e- # Oh ! What a free undeſerved Love is this ? 

h, Þ Who could ever have imagined, that poor, 
| deformed, bankrupt: Rebels, ſhould obtain a 

ly | fhare in ſuch love, and that without hire ? 

a- | What? was our Emmanuel content toeſpouſe 

he human clay, and aſſume it into ſuch a ſub- 

is | ftantial mariage, or hypoſtatick union with the 

d- | Deity, thereby to reconcile Heaven and 

er | Earth ? Did he borrow a human Heart, and 

je | AﬀeGions to embrace us ? Human bowels, 

th and compaſſions, to Sympathiſe with us ? 

ri- | human eyes, to weep for us? human breath, 

de to groan for us ? a human toxgue, to plead 
for us ? human fleſh, to (weat drops of bloud 
tor us ? a human Head, to be crowned with | ad 
thornes for us ? human armes and legs, to | 
be pierced for us ? a human bodie,-to bleed | 

- for us? a human ſoz, and life, to die for - - 


us? O 'the Altitndes, the: Profunditiec, 


Sluaze Chriſt, s Love, 
the Latizades, and Longitudes of this Love! | 
That the Soverain Lord of Gloric, ſhould 
breath forth ſuch flames of 3#Tnite love, in 
human Aſh and bloud !' © the Infinite con-+ 
deſcenfions of this Love ! What ? doth the 
Lord of Glorie ſioop lo low, as to cmbiace 
_ poor wormes, crawling, on the dunghil of ſin # 
Is the Kizg. of Kings content to enter into a 
league of "Amitie with miſcrable captives £ 
Doth the great God wooe, and befec.ch his 
ſinful creature, to become his friend ? Oh | 
What .a boundliſſe, -bottomlſe love 1s here ? 
What vigor, and force, is there in this Love? 
How heart-charming, and Sol-conquering | ſs 
it? What delight dothiic_take 1a gaining, 
and triumphing over ſtout, rebellious hearts?, 
How much doth love in Chriſt out-run tin, 
in us? Did not Chriſt begiy with love to. 
us, /albcit we begin with hatred to. bim ? 
Was not our Hzaven firft framed in the 
Heart of Chriſt ? Did not his love contrive__ 
the way ty Heaven for us, long, betore. we 
had being, Muca INe love for him ? Doth 
not he Þve, fuch es others hate, even Enc- 
mies ? And doth not his love out-work De- 
vils and Hel ? Is there any power ſo ſtrong, 
2nd cfficacious 'as Chritt's love ? How In-. 
duftrions, laborious, and unwearicd is it ? 
How meffable, how aunſcaxchable is it? Q- 
Studie , Stadie, what are the Lengtbs,, 
Breadths, Heights, and Depths of this Love, 
Believe ir, this is the ſweeteſt, and beft, yea. 
ety ſtadie; for the friends of Chriſt. The. | 
more we fugic this Love of Chriſt, the, 
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S. rt. Sindie Chriſt's Tentlerneſſes. 339 
more we may ſtudie it : there are fre 
2eins of excellence, 'new Treaſures, and 
riches to be found in it, every day. This 
wil be the wonder of glorified Saints, and 
Angels to al Eternitie. Alas ! why 1s it 
that our hearts fink, , and deſpond under our 
Diſcouragements ? How comes it to paſſe, 
that our Hearts are no more iyflamed' with 
Love to Chrift ? Is not this one main Kea- 
fon, becauſe we do not Studie, and Admire 
this Love of Chriſt, as we, ought to do? 
What vigor, and ftrength doth the ftudie of 
this Love, infwle into al the Tn; mragements 
of faith * How much doth ir raiſe up the 
foul under al jts- Diſcouragemznts ? What a 
veil of Diſerace, and Contemt doth it caft on 
al the godlines of the Creatkre ? How greatly 


1s the {foul raiſed to c:ommuny with Chriſt, 


by the ſtudie of his Love ? | 
3. Studie allo the Texderneſſes of Chrift's Chriſt's 
care, and compaſſion towards his friends, <ompaſſi- 
Is he not mindful of thzm, when they are go ane 
forgetful ot him ? Doth he not think math geges. 
goed tor them, oft when they think zl of 
hm ? Though he may bc ſometimes out of 
ſight, yet 15 not even then his heart with , 
them ? Doth he not Jong for, and bleed over 
tiem, when he. ſeems to be departed from 


' them ? It's true, he ſometimes ſuſpends the 
tokens of his love, and marqacs of Divine 


favor : ay but, are not theſe his ſuſpenſions 
wrapped up in many ſecret invfible infla- 
ences, and graciints Aﬀiſtances ? Or, it at 
timzs he may ſuſpend the ſcnſeble quicken- 

Z 2 doth 


3. Studie 


of Grace 


in Chriſt, 


the Riehes 


Studiethe Riches of | C. 10. 


ings, and enlargements of his Grace yet 
doth he not then moſt zxtend Grace, when 
he ſeemeth to ſuſpend the ſame ? Doth he 
not thereby.humble the ſoul, and bring it 
toa life of faith and Dependence ? Is not 
his withdrawment of himſelf,$oft an high 
a& of Grace ? Did not Peter receive the 


' more Grace, in that Grace was {ulpcnded 


for a ſeaſon ? Doth Chriſt upbraid his. 
friends with old debts, or reckon with them 
in a legal way tor infirmities ? Has he not 


drunk Hel drie, and left none of that ſal, 


aead Sea for them to drink? O ftudie the 
Tenderneſſes of Chriſt towards h's friends ! 
How much it grieves him, to ſee them 
grieved : what a bleeding fexyſe he has' of 
al their wounds : How chearfully be burdens 
himfclf with al their bxyrdens, Heb. 4. 15. 
How patiently he bears with al their froward 
bumsgrs, moroſe conditions, pecviſh, pettiſh, 
and murmurieg frames, even 4s a Nurſe 
doth with ber child, AQ.13.18. How much he 


_ conſiders, and condeſcends to their Tufirmities, 


by lying no more upon them, than he . 
inables them to bear 3 by upholding them 
when they fal 3 by performing al manner of . 
ſerwle offices for them, even to the making 
their bed fur them, in their fickneſſes, &c. Oh |! 
what &clicious,and rich matter 1s here for the 
ftudie, and contemplation of Chriſt's friends ? 

(3+) The Friends of Chriſt ſhould alſo 
wuch ſtudie, admire, and adore the plenitude- 
and Riches of his Grace.. ' Has he not Infi- 
nite Treaſures of Grace 'loged in him, 


as 


$.r: Grace in Chriſt. 341 
| Eds 
as Mediator ? And was it not for his friends, 
that he received al tiieſe Immenſe Treaſures 
of Grace ? Doth he not alſo give forth, 
and impart theſe his Riches of Grace, 
Freely, abundantly, univerſally, conſtantly, 
and xweariedly unto al, that cotne unto 
him ? Can the friends of Chriſt be more 
willing to Have, than he is to give Grace? | 
Oh ! what an zxcreatcd. Sun of Righte- 
ouſues is here, to illyminate dark fouls ? 
what an efernal fire is here, to beat, 
and melt frozen Aﬀections ? What an Tuft- 
ite Otean is here, to watcr, refreſh, molifie, 
fructifie, and ſatisfie drie, parched, hard, wi- 
thered, and panting ſouls 2 What ſtrange Ms- 
facles can, and doth his efficatious Grace 
—_— wotk £ Oh ! what a Felicitie 
have the friends of Chriſt, im that their 
ſalvation is not rolled on the wheels of their , _ .. - 
own Free wil ? Happie ! O thrice happie {Of T. . 
| : could yoke 

are they, who have ſuch a rich, ftrong, Yea, in amongſt 
omnipotent' Mediator for their friend ! dOh! the thicks 
what a compaſſionate eye; what an- bealing *f Angels 
hand ; what a bleeding Heart , what an {1 tt” 
Omnipotent Arme has he; who ſaveth to the zd now 
#tmoſt al his Friends ? Paul tels us, Col.1.19: glorified 
For it pleaſed the Father, that in him ſhould — and 
, al fulnes dwel. Here is, (1:) Fulnes, (2:) ALT raiſe 

: love- ſong 
of Chriſt before al the World ! I am pained with wondering at 
the new opened Treaſures in Chriſt, If every finger, member, 
bane, and joint were a torch burning in the hotteſt fire in Hel, 
I would they could al ſend. out Love-praiſes to that Plant of Re- 
nowns Or. ARutherfurd: a Sale >. ug 


Z3 ful 


__ $42 
Col. 1. 19+ fulnes, (3+) Al fulnes dwelling in- Chriſt : 


Studie the Riches of C10. _ 


which denotes-the everlaſting permgnexce of 
al Grace in Chriſt, as in its Foxntain. And 
that which addes a farther excellence to this 
Grace, is, that it dwels in Chriſt, as clothed 
with our Natzre 3 and ſo flowing from him 
as ſuch, becomes more connatural, and 
aÞreable to us. So that the Grace we are 
made, partakers of, flows, not immediatcly 
from God; fimply conſidered, but from 
Chriſt, as God-man, one that is near akis, 
and ajlicd tous, Andoh ! what an admi- 
rable tin&ure ? what an excellent perfume 
has this Grace, as Tt ifſues from the heart 
of Chriſt ? As waters that paſſe thoxow 
Minerals, xeceave {ome tinfwure, and reliſh 
of the Mines they paſſe thorow : ſo the 


| Grace of God pafling thorough the Golder 


mine Of. God-man., rcccives a tinciure there- 
of, which renders it mightie ſwcet, and 
a#mijrable. O fiudie then the excellent 
Byzlities of this Grace, 'as it (ireams 
thorough the heart of Chriſt God-maz. 
Studie allo the Inhnite @uaurities of this 


- Grace, O the infinitude ot Chrilt's Grace !- 


Who: can ſufficiently adtnire- the vaſt trea- 
{ures of - Grace in Chriſt ? O-come and dive 
into this infinite Abyſſe, and Qcean of Grace |. 
what freſh wonders ace here to be ſeen day by 
day ? The more we ſtudic this Grace, the more - 
we (hal admire it, the more we fſhal 'rraſt 
to it, the more we ſhal be ſ#xfible of 'our 
infinite, and - effential obligation tq. ite ; 
Come and fee, if chere be not boundleſſe 
N Trea- 


% 
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Treaſures of Grace in Chrift 7 Who ever 
. peritht-for want of a 'fofficience 3 Chriſt 
to-(ave him ? O-Strabe, muſe on, Yea, tr 
your thoughts be- quite ſwallowed up, and 
confounded in the "Contemplation, and Ad- 
mir#tton of theſe \ inexhaultible Frexſures 
ot Grice, that are in Chriſtt. O -prie into 
this erious, Golden Arhe, in which the 
pleniinde of the Deice dwels bodily, or pcr- 
ſonally 1 What per, though dipt in the 
bloud of the ' Lainb, 'can write? "What 
tongue,” though bedewed with the water of 
lite, can' exprefſe? - What Heart, though of 
never fo vait, and A»2clich make, can 'con- 
ceive, the. incffable, incomprehenſible Riches 
of Grace, that are in this incomparable 
Niediator £ O ! What valt, created emaya- 
tions of Grace have, for almoſt tixe thouſand 
years flowed from Chriftt, unto his fitends? 
aud yet he ftil is as ful ot Grace as ever; Foh. 
I. 16 What Evanyclick matter of com> 
templaitin, and Admiration 1s here for al 
Eternitic ? Is not this the Heaven of Hea- 
vers, to employ an Eternitic in the Beatt- 
fick "Viſton, Fruition, and Adwation'0ot this 
wonder of Heaven and Earth, the, Lord of 
Glorie 3 to view, and never out-vief# > to 
ednrire, and never over-admire Ons wonrder 
of 'wonders, otir deqr 'Lord ?. And ſhould 
' riot the friends of - Chrjtt be much” conver- 
fire" in digging mto' this golden | Whine, itt. 
ſurveying this Celeſtia) Canaen f Alas ! how 
little do we yet underſtand 'ot EmmanuePs 
Nzme, and\:Land ? What a ſhame is it fot 
the triends of Chriſt; char there ſhontd” be 
; Z 4 {uch 
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ſuch admirable excellences in Chriſt, and 


they want eyes to view them ? O that al' 


other vain Tos Sos Loves,and 1dol-friexds 
might wither, and die. away 3 that ſo the 
vigor, intention, and force of our Meditation, 
Admiration, and Adoration might be expend- 
ed on this moſt Beautiful, Aﬀe@ionate, and 
Gracious Lord ! What an Heaven would this 
be on Earth ? What Life in Death ? How 
far ſhort do they come of living up to that 
friendſhip, they profeſle towards Chriſt, 
who content themſclves, with commun, looſe, 

feeble, cheap, mean, low, and vulgar contem- 

_ plations, and Eftimes of him ? How much 
doth the Claritie, and Spiritualztie of our 
Light 3 the fervor and heat of our Aﬀecti- 
ons 3 the vigor, Beautie, Growth, perfefion, 
exercice, and Glorie of our Graces, depend 
.on our Studies, Contemplations, Admirations, 
and Adorations of Chrilt ? 


Au————_— 


| | EEC 2 
The friends of Chriſt ſhould daily Repete their 
firſ# conjugal EleGtion of him, Col. 2. 6. 


z. Advice 2. Nother piece of Admonition, and 
to the Advice for the Friends of Chriti, 
Friends of | 


Chriſt, to 12 Order to their living up to their pro- 
repete dai- fefſed Amitie with him, is, daily to revive, 
Ty their and repete their firſt EleGion of, and cloſure 
firft Elei- 193th Chrift. And O that I had Afﬀediions, 


on of 


Chriſt, Expreſſions; and Opportunitie to. preiſe home 


this\ great piece of Sacred Advice, on the 
friends of Chriſt! What can; there be aid 


_— 


at 


wo nos awe mf C9... oc 
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at firſt, make that happie divorce between the 
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-of greater moment, for the Preſervation, The Bowe 
Improvement, and Perfetjion of 'Qur Friend- | on —_— 
ſhip with Chrift, than this, that our Hearts «<1&.,n; 
be frequently, yea, daily, and deeply engaged of Chrilt. 
in this great Fundamental, and Vital AG of 

Elefing, and cloſing with Chriſt ? 


( 1.) Did not this ſolemne Eleftion of Chriſt, gradual 


| : {eparatj 
Heart, and $3n, with al other Chriſt's Ene- fn fin, 


mies ? And is not the Heart daily more alte- ſelf, the 
nated from Sin, and Self, and the Jorld, World and 
and the Law, by ſuch revived cloſures with *** 
Chriſt? Doth-not-the prevalence, and. predo- 

minance of ſpiritual pride, carnal Confidence, 
Self-love, Earthly-mundednes, Hypocriſie, with 

other ſpiritual luſts, ariſe trom' our defc&s of 

{uch rexewed clofares with 

Chriſt? e Is there any thing _« Be nat diſcouraged at bro- 
that doth more effectively ken, and ſpilt Reſolutions, 


but to it, and to it azain. 
quench the flames of violent v7, about Chrilt, *il ye 


| 8 paſſions, or break the zmpetu- get your ſoul eſpouſed, as a 


ousforce of unmortihed Dzſ= chaſt Virgin to him. Ruther}, 
prfitions, and irregular Tucl;- 

nations, than freſh Adberexces to, and Re- 
exmbences on Chrifi ? What more efficact- 

ouſly ſhuts the door of the. Heart, againſt 

the Blandiſſements,, and Inveiglements of an 
Heart-bewitching world, than to have it laid 

open for Chriſt, and the ele&;ox of him ? 

knot the Heart" alfd, by ſuch freſp eſpouſe- 


$ ments of Chrilt, more powerfully rent from 


the Law, as a. Covenant of works. ? This 
ſeems to be the-import of our Saviors exhor- 


$iation, Mat. 7. 13, 14. . Enter ye 3 at the Mat. 7- 
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ſtrait gate, &C. 3. e. Make /jf your dailf I 
work to bid A4dieu to al Beloved - IaoF'} 
friends, which are enemies to Chrilt :'get | þ 
your Hearts, every day more and more, ftript | þ 
of, and rexut from Sir, Self, the IWerld, and | þ 
the Law as a Crvenants And how may this | 
be accompliſhed, but by more continued | ,, 
. EleGion of, and Adbefion to Chriſt ? The J {; 
Strait Gate, takes in, not only Averſion from I 
Idol-friends, but alſo Corocrſion to Chrilt, I 1 
our beſt friend : and the daily Repetition of F | 


2.As to the 
conhrma- 
tion of our 
unton with 
Chriſt, 


Cant.2.16. 


ment Of, or .conjugal Covenant with Chrili 


the latter, gives no final perfedin to the 

former. © The Heart is never turned more | 5; 
cftectually from fix, ſelf, the world, and I} g, 
Law, than when it is moſt firmely, and fe } x 
quently turned to Chrilt. "TY 
(2+) This repeted, and daily Eletiion of | wi 
Chriſt is that which Corr:cboyates, and cor fþ $4 
firmes the Soul's bond of Union, or Covenant || jgj 
of Amitie with Chriſt; For-winat 1s 1t-thilt Þ| br 
firſt knits the Heart, in a Covenant of Friend; NÞ Js; 
ſhip with Chriſt ? [s/it: not the Believers oj 
Elefion of Chritt, as his friend? And doth I þj; 
not the Reperition of the ſame Eletion | mo 
mightily confirme,, and ſtrengthen this bond 
Union ? Thus it was with the Spoxſe, Canti 
2. I6. my Beloved is mine; and I am bit 
Here ſhe makes a freſh, and ſolemne efouſ 


As if ſhe had ſaid : He is wholly for. me, and 
ſhal not I be wholly for him, and ' for +l 
other, Hol. 3. 3? He has: given me a lat 
room in his Heart, and .ſhal- not-1 give-hiw 
a Regal Throne in mine heart ? Is he contew 
with me, poor, finful, unworthy me 2 and 


of 


by 
: 
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5” 
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J ſhal not I be content with Him, moſt excel- 
lent, aWisfficient, incomparable Him £ Thus, 
t | by repeted eleffion of Chrilt, ſhe ſtrengthens 
t | her union with him. ''Ts not the Heart here- 
d { by kept cloſe to Chriſt; and thence, Chritt 
is | kept cloſe to the Heart ? Do not fuci 
df repercd, frequent Ele&ims of Chrift, bring the 
We- ſoul mto a more iRtimate :nd firme Adbcfiat 
my unto Him ; fo that the Hezrt cannot be 
ft, } long abſent from” Chriſt, nor Chrift lony 
& Þ abſent from the Heart? 
re (3. Sach reiteratcd, and fremreyt © Ele- 
We | ons of Chritt, - do. greatly rad#i-2te; and 
nd Strengthen the Root of Habitual Grace 1 the 
Fe | Heart. According-to the meſure of our 


of | ment of Grace to us, ſich is the Vigor, and 
Wo Sirength ot Hibitual- Grace + + Now this 
i | rejterited Eleftion of Chrilti, is thit which 
Wt brings the ſoul into the molt Abſolute Depen- 
16; | dence. on Chritt 3 \ and engapeth - him to 
eB J give forth the molt efficacious tflrtences of 
oth F his Grace, The more we Ete& Cbrijt, the 
ll | more we depend on. him : and (the more 
aff we depend on* him the more we' receive 
from him, in point of Grace. * $9 Col 2.6. 
As ye bave therefore received Chrift "Feſms, (3 
v6} walk ye in bim, i. e. keep up thefame frame 


wy to ot your firft election of him. *A'Chri- 
4 ſtians / conFerſion"work, 1s never at an End, 
wy 'tilhis life be at. an exd - His ew-birth is 


In 


A 
* 
PRES: » 
I p 
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? IS : 
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affyal Dependence on © hriflt, and is Ioipart- 


my never-perfetly over, fo long as he continues 


' 3 Asro rhe 


Radxz-ation 
ot G .AC&- 


Coliz' 6,7: 


ſy of ſpirit towards Chrift, wherewfth ye” 
"_ firſt received 'himy's be much” in the® Feperi- 
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in this imperfe# life : He ought daily to ex 
ter in at the ſtrait Gate, that ſo he may 
walk. in the aarrow way; Mat. 7- 13, 14 
Peter had \ a ſecond Converſion? after h15 great 
Relapſe into that fin of denying his Lord: 
Ando the friends of Chriſt have their Se- 
cond, Third, Fourth (&c.) Converſions, as to **! 
freih curnings- from fin unto God. Can'{t}'”? 
thou remember with what frame of ſpirit 
thou firſt receivedſt Chriſt ? What deep con- 
vidions, and feeling ſenſe of lin thou hadſi?) 
What breaches for, and from ſin, were made 
on thy ſoul ? What ſolemne cloſures with 
Chriſt thy ſoul made ? Why then, as thay Þ;. 
at firſt didſt receive Chriſt, ſo walkgin bim: 
Keep up th& ſame frame, and poſture of ſpi- 

. Tit towards fin, and Chrift. And what fok 
lows, V. 7. Rootcd, and built up in him, ant 
ftabliſhed in the Faith: The Radication of 
Grace, and the eſtabliſhment of the ſoul in 
faith depends on.our walking in Chriſt, 
we firſt received bim 3 i ee on the treſh 
Election of him. Bo 

4 As tothe ( 4. ) This repeted Eſponſement of Chriſt; 
_ 6” is that which gives as an huge culargement 
AﬀeRions, of AﬀeGions towards Chriſt. Oh ! What. 

© ſtrong, and raiſed deſires after Chriſt ? What N," 

Intimate, and 'inviolable Embracements oh 
Chriſt in the Armes of Love? What If. 
nite SatisfaFion, and Complatence in hivi 
Preſence ? What bitter Lamentations, and! 
mournings after him in his abſence ? / bg 
Infinite thir/ts and longings for z as alſo lively; ack 
Hopes of his Returne ? And what I 2 

cell 


x 
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6: $o1d repent, and do thy firſt works. 
.Fcre thoſe firſt works, but the great vital, 
pf :4amental Atts of elefting Chrift, and re- 


ve 
tb 
vole 
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| ber thee, the kandnes of thy youth, the love of 
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zele againſt whatever may oppoſe Chriſt, 
would his friends have, were they much in 
this repeted Ele;on of Chriſt? The Love of 
Eſpouſals, and kindyes of youth, which young 
Conperts give unto Chriſt, 1s uſually moſt 
ſtrong, and vehement, as Jer. 2. 2. I remem- 


thine Efpouſals, when thou wenteſt after me 


| tenaciois,, violent, warme, melted, efficacious 


Jhim, at the walry of Achor ? Was ſhe not 


wares, than ſuch freſh eſpouſements#of Chriſt. 


{4 5- Nevertheleſſe 1 have ſomewhat ayainft 
Pthee, becauſe thou haſt lefe thy. firſt love. 


” ore effeCtual, for . the Redutiion of the 
F*<klliding foul to its firft-Love, 


in the Wildernes, in a Land that was not 
ſowen. Oh! what pure, virgin, paſſionate, 


Aﬀections had Tſracl towards Chriſt, after 
her Wildernes-condition, when ſhe firſt made 
a ſolemne contra with, and eſpouſement of 


then Holines to the Lord, &c. as v. 3. And 
what more effequally preſerves ſuch conjugal 
Aﬀetions towards Chriſt, than the frequent 
Repetition of this firſt conjugal contra] ? 
(5-) Nothing 15 more effcqual to recover ;. a; te 
the triends of Chriſt, out of their Spiritual Recoveries 


Relapſes and Backſlidings of Heart, and backN. 
This is the main of Chriſt's Advice to the " 


backſliding Church of 'Epheſus, Revel. 2. Rey.2.4,5. 


Femember therefore from whence thow art fallen, 
What 


mbence on him? And is there any thing 


than this - 
Repeted 
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NO» with 
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”, As to 
Fai:h, 
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the life of 


. expcEations of his, ſecond;coming : and! 
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Repeted eledion of Chriſt ? Was not 
this the main efſential At, Whereby the ſoul 
was at firſt implanted into Chritt ? And 
can thcre be any thing more ſovcrainly fits. 
cactour, for the Redaucement of the ſoul, un- Þ 
acr its Dzpatures from Chriti, than the | 
like revivcd, repetcd chnice of him ? 
(6.) A 1nzin part of our communion with } * 
Chriſt, conſiſts in ſuch frequent Repetitions | « 
of our firſt chiace Fw him. Certainly, none } ( 
enjoy morc of Chriſt, than they who moſt. « 
hrmcly adhcre to him ; Now wherein con- | ? 
jits the ſouls Adbefion to Chriſt, if not inÞ < 
a 
[ 
y 


ſuch revived Elefions of him? Thus in that 
tore-named Text, Col. 2.6. As ye haw 
therefore received C briſt Feſus, ſo walk »Þ 
ia bim. As i he had faid : Do'nt yours f| 1 
membcr, whar plorious Ideas , what lzvely, l; 
and precious thoughts ; what firme Adherence " 
of wil , what a torrent of melted AﬀeGii- 
ons, you had fir, and towards Chriti at} C 
firſt Converſion ? Why then, walk in the} 1 
ſame: endeavor to kcep up, and maintain F 1. 
the ſame in daily communion with Chriſt, <0 
(7.) The choiceli part of the life of Faith, | tu 
and the ſoul's daily cxpc@ation of its al ſat iy 
Lord, confiſts in frequent, rcpeted mn 
of Chriſt. The Life of Faith is the Life of 
our fxiendſhip with Chrilt. We never are. 
better fricnds to him, than when we believe 
moſt on him 3 and are dajly under lively 


rot this wrought. by freſh cle&ion of him? 


No - wouder indeed, that many profefle 
fricns 


r F'e. 2; Chrift by his Friends. 


{friends of Chriſt, live fo much by ſexſe, on 
preſent ſenſible goods 5, ſeing their Hearts 
+] are fo much ſtrangers to theſe great vital 
-. | Ads of Faith. Have not the friends of 
1- | Chriſt very frequent, deep, aud lively Appre- 
\e | hiafions of, and Aﬀetiions for Chriſt's ſecond 
cming, and comi1g Glorie, at firſt conver- 
4 fon? Yea, is not- their faith. in this parti- 
as | cular ſometimes clearer, and ſtronger at firſt 
ne 4 Convertion, than in ſome following parts 
ot.4 of their lite ? Have not many young Con- 
n-| zerts more, contemtible, cheap,'. and wile, 
in Þ cfime of ſenſible good , with more raiſed, 
it 4 and ſublime conceptions of future Injoy- 
ey ments, at firſt turningto Chriſt, than after- 
ye. wards ? Are not wifible, preſent Goods, and 
re- | 1s,made really 3zv3fible, and Abſent; as allo 
ly, Invifible, and Abſext Goods, and Ts, made 
nee | 1Eally viſible, and preſent to their cye of 
&;- | faith-? Thus, it \was with thoſe young 
at | Converts, the Theſſalonians, in the begin- 
che Y ning of their Friendſhip with Chriſt, x 7h;#c 
2inÞ 1- 9, 10. where he comprehends their firſt 
if}, | converſion under theſe two Heads : Ye 
ith, | turned to God from Idols, (1.) To ſerve the 
ſat Þ living and true God. ( 2+) And. to wait for 
on} PH Son from Hexwen. So that this waiting 
, of Þ fer the ſecond coming of Chriſt, which is elſe 
ef where made one of the higheſt parts of the 
icvell "fe of faith, theſe Theſſalonians, cven in their 
{ff fiſt converſion, arrived unto. And whence 
: 5} came this to paſſe, but trom the Realzte, 
im?4 Evidence, and Efficacie of their Aſſent 3 cor- 
ed Jundt with the Force, and F A” on 
| Ye ; | renelir 
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8. As to 
Affurance, 


Reiterated EBleGion of C16, | 
their conſent, and Adberence to Chriſt ? And 
O ! what firme, | deep ExpeFations of Chfiſt's 
ſecond coming ? What lively views, yea, 
prelilabitions of his Coming, Inviſible Glories, | 
might the friends of Chriſt arrive unto, 
were they but much in the exercices of theſe | 
Vital Acts of Faith ? | 

($.) Reiterated, and daily-freſh Ele3:1s of 
Chrilt have a mightie ſoverain influence for 
the produdtion, and conſervation of Aſſurance, 
The Aſſurance of . our union with Chriſt, 
has ' an efficacious influence for the Tm- 
provment of our friendſhip with him : Foxy 
the knowlege of our Intereſt in the heart 
of Chriſt, gives him a greater Iz»tereſt in our 
hearts : we love Chrilt moſt, when we are 
moſt aſſured of his love to us: and this is 
moſtly got by freſh eledions of him, 
What a vaſt quantitie of fincere Chriſtians! 
are there, who labor under pannick fears, 
and vexations douts touching their ecternel* 
ſtate ? Oh ! what would ' they give for a” 
wel-pround:d, firme, affurance, of a fincere | 4: 
friendſhip with Chrift ? how welcome would' | 4 
vale fall D-ath be to them, the next mo? | b) 


Ay * I w*wY RY SEP 
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ment, after their arrive unto ſuch an Aſſu-; 


rance ? What irkſome toil,and labors do they lig 
undergo in corporal ſeverities ? How much' 0 
do they pore on their hearts, to tind out any F/ Ct 
glimmering marques, or ſigues of their fif- A 
ceritie ? Al this is good in its kind, and: Re 
ſeaſon : But yet, let me fay it, next to che'} «i 
broad Seal, and atiual Inſpiration of the Spt- Qu 
rit of Adoption, (who is the prixcipal Age wy 
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than Fetch atid . Frequent, Eledions of, an 


* 


FFT. » | 


| on their Hearts for ſigries, of Brace, 1 ph 
e. | freſb and vigorous Eledions of, and Adbe- 
i, | rences unto Chrift, they would-far ſooner 
2} arrive to their defired Haven ,of Aſſerance, 
x | than otherwiſe they are like to do. . For, 


re Strip + —_ Os. - OS 
rt albeit ſan&ifcation, he in it felt alwaies. an 


ir | Trfallible marque of Fuſtification, yet it is 
6+ not alwaies ſuch as' to qut ſefe * Spiritusz 

is | arguing from the Efe, oy the Cauſe, is Or- 
ns | but yet how oft do the. Mifts, and Clozds of 
| an anbelieving; ſcrupulous heatt intetpole; 
54 and hinder the epctufion from following, 
| though the premiſes. be good 7. So great a 


14 41d evidences of our, hinceritie: | Bit now 
L£Þ by bh ox elefiions of; and Recumbtnces ont 
| Chiift, he is <iigaged” to give forth op 
ov | light, and Tyflcences, for the diſcoveric of 
oF our Graces: Dire@, A#s.of Adherence to 


, Chriſt, make way for the #eflex? As of 
durance; touching our Intereſt in Chriſt 2. 
'' Repeted faith of Recambence, at l:& brings 
&y faith of Aſſurance: Thete is no more effe- 
v4 Qual courſe for the diſcoverie of our faith 


F a in Chjift; than by putting forth freſh aGs. 
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of life, we know we havelife ; ſo by believ-. 
7ng," WE. come; to know that we do. belzeze, 


Yea, faith is not only in it {elf the beſt evis. 


dence'of Grace but alſo it, gives light, life, 
and ſpirit to al other cvidences of Grace, 
Yea, who are they, to whom Chrilt moſt, 
delights to give the Aſſurance of his love, 


but ſuch. as moſt frequently love, and cled, 
him for himfelf ? Al this is confirmed to us,, 


by the lively, feeling experiences of the beſt 
Saints 3.. who uſually never find Chriſt nearer 
to them, in the evidence of his love, than, 
when. their hearts are; neareſt to him, by. 
fuch fiducia) a&s. of --leftion, and love. . I 
have known a Chriſtian,. ( and indeed the, 
greateſt Saint that I ever knew ) who was 
much aſſaulted with a , violent. Tentation, 
that. be wes but ay Hypoerite \ but being 
brought to this Reſolution, That if be had 
been an Hypocrite hitherto, yet now he would 


caſt himſelf pou the Grace. of God in Chriſt Y 


| Iminediately the tentation vaniſhed. Thus 
we ſce, what. a ſoverain Influence freſh. 
as of adherence ;to Chriſt have to diſpel 
douts, and fircngthen friendſhip with Chrill, 
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SECT. 3. 

The friends of Chrift ſhould endeavor to grow 
more Rooted, aid Built up in Chriſt, 
Col. 2.7: | 

2, | © pe follows anothes ſeaſonable Ad- 3: Advice 


monition, and Advice for the friends © **< 
; friends of 


. of Chriſt, in order to their living up to the Cheils: to 


Dignitie of their Relation, and Profeſſion ; grow more 
namely, that they would labor afrer a frame rooted and 
of ſpirit more rooted, and built up in Chriſt, Pi up, 
This is a ſubſequent of the former, and io * 
it is brought in"Col..2: 7. Paul having, in Col. 2. 4: 


_ the foregoing verſe, exhorted them, to walk 


in Chriſt, by frequent elefion of him, in the 
Jame manner, as they at fiſt reccived him 3 
he here ſubjoins : Rooted, and built up in 
him, aud ſtabliſhed in the faith. Thefriends 
of Chriſt may not content themſelves in the 
mere Repetition of their firſf Ads, and 
Works 3 but they ought to make progreſſe 
therein 3 and grow more rooted, and wel- 
grounded in Chriſt. As if the Apoſtle had 
ſaid 3 Te cannot walk in, and with Chriſt 3 
as your friend, uileſſe ye are deeply radicated, 
or roozed,, and firmely ſuperſtructed, of buils 
upon Chrift. Here is a twofold metaphor 3 
the one taken from plants, wel-radicated ; 
the other from Edifices, of Houſes wel- 
Conies He teacheth us therefore, that 
Chriſt is our Roger, in which we-oughs to be 
OD Ads Aly 
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daily . more firmely radicated : and our 
Foundation, on which we ought to be con- 
tinually more firmely edificated, or built. 
The firſt notion. #p}1(ouſe, is rendred by 
Eraſmus, So as you may have roots fixed in 
Chriſt : as for the other word *#omxodoprpfor, 
it being a participle of the preſent Tenſe, 
it ſhews that this ſuperſbruTion 1s ſucceſſive, 
and gradnal, as Epheſ. 2. 21. In ſum 3, the 


Spirit, and mind of this Advice is, that the | 
Friends of Chriſt would Endeavor after a 


Soliditie, firmitude, depth, and ſtrength in the 
great fundamental, and vital ats of Faith. 
So. it follows: and ftabliſhed in the faith : 
f Iam Ff whereby he nakedly, and without a Fi- 
+ pk gure expreſſeth, what he had before wrap- 
prr Tranſla. Ped up in the two Metaphors, of being 
tiones dixe- rooted, and built up 74 Chriſt. | Now the 
rat. Calv. great Fundamental, and vital Ads of Faith 
inloc. in Chriſt, where the Friends of Chriſt 


ſhould endeavor to be more deeply radicated, 


 _ .. Or roored, ana built wp, are theſe : | 
nd _ (1) The Friends of Chriſt muſt labor 
Af: = y after a greater Soliditie, and depth, as alfo 
and Eltime Firmitude, and Strength of Aſſeat to, and 
of Ghriſt, Eſtimation of Chriſt, as their Friend. The 
more deeply radicatcd, ſolid, and firme our 

Aſſent to, and eftime of Chrilt, as our friend 

is, the, more ſhal we Live, and Jak , 'and 

* 48, . according to the Laws of Friendſhip 

with him -:, A Juperficial feeble Aſſent to, 

or commun.and cheap eſtime of Chriſt, ar- 


gues a very ſlender, and narrow, if atiy de> | 
_&reo of fiacere Amitis with Giyifi, This, | 


Proves . 


\& 5 fn. Wa ah 


© in Ctrift. 


proves the ruine of a warld . of pretended 
friend{hip to Chriſt, that-it. wants this de 
ſoliditie, Firmitude, depth, and vigcr of Aſſent, 
and Eftime. And, without al peradventure, 
the more the friends of Chriſt are radicated, 
and wcl-grounded herein, the more they wil 
grow up to flouriſhing Trees, and beautiful 
Strufures of Amitie with Chriſt. 

(2.) Another Radical, Fundamental, and 
Vital part of Faith, wherein the friends of 
Chriſt ſhould endeayor after more ſal:airie, 
depth, and Firmitude, is cordial Adheſion to 
Chriſt, as their friend, The friends of Chrilt 
ſhogld labor after. a peremtorie, reſolute, yea 
Head-flrong Bent of. wil, in. adherence to 
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2. A ſtrong 
and reſ9- 
lure Adie- 
rence tv 


Chritt. 


Chriſt. '., The. more. texacious, violent, and 


ſtrong the wil is, in adhering to Chriſt, the 
better,and more durable js its triendſhip with 
him. - This. was the main of Barnabasr's 


advice to the young Chriſtians at Axtioch, - 


AR. 11:23. 4nd he exbtcd theng, al, that 
with purpoſe of Hears they would clague. unto 
the Lord,  Barpabas.was much rejoyced to 
{ce their young, and, green Amitie towards 
Chiiſt-;. ay, but he would fajn have. them 
more- ſolid, and-firme 3 more deeply. redica- 
ted irvtheir Adherence to Chriſt : «p Tegdi- 
fn > xapdiasz with. purpoſe of Heart, 1. e. 


A8.11.24. 


Wath a. more peremtgrie, reſolute, determined, 


fixed wil. > an. heazt, gore ftrongly bent,, more 


. firmely and. anviolably kyit to Chriſt 3 a wil 


more tumely determined for Chriſt, but more | 


wmletermined for fin, and ſelf an Heart more 


ang amore relolved for Chriſt, but more and 


Aa 3 more 


358 Radication, andFdification C:10. 


more rreſolved for other Lovers 3 a wil 
more bext for Chriſt, but more #unbent for 
Idol-friends. So much alſo is contained in 
the following notion,  T&Fuiren,. to adbere, 
or -cleave to the Lord, as'the zeedle to the 
Lozdftomie , as the Wife to her Husband 3 
as the Bodie to the ſoul, | This firme, ſolid, 
; | and deep Adberence of the wil to 'Chritt" is 
Fi.73-26. wel expreficd, Plal 73+ 26. my fleſh and 
3! mine Heart faileth, but God us the ſtrength of 
mine Heart : Ws, myrock, 3 He to: whom 

mine heart adheres, as -a drowning man to 

his rock. Or we may read it, with R-Ezra, 

— *hus :" the firme Adheſion of mine Heart is to 

Hold taft (Gd. As if he had ſaid: Tam wel"nigh 
_ 1 immerſed, and quite-ſwalbived up in the Ocean 
for him : of Tentations, but yet the firme Adherence, 
it isa law- or rational Bent of mine” Heart is to Chriſt ; 
ful pea to here T-am reſolved to adbere, and tick , come 
goto ho'd- ,2}-wil. And "why 2 becauſe he-is my 
Chin. * Portion for" ever, as 'It :follows.. Chriſt loves 
Xuther', A" peremiborie, reſolved wil; (ach  as:cannot 
"1 Part with him for thegreareſt-good, or \refule 
him; thoagh attended, with the greateſt: fue 

fering- 

this Age, gives us 2 great experiment. of : this 
tenacious, peremtorie Adberence to Chrilt. 
* Sin:Taith he, hach'made” us-as tender, "as 


<3r we were made of Baper, & Glaſs; Tart. 
© oft thinking, what'Þ would think of Chriſt, 


© and burning quick together; of'-Chyiſt-and 
©torturing,and hot-melted Lead poured in'at 


© mouth, and navel: Yet I have ſome weak” : 
- * experience; that ſuppoſe Chriſt, * and'*HePs 


* $oxrnents 
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« torments . were ..maried rogether: pee if. 
© therewere no finding of Chrif at al, , ex- 
: *Fepcl I went to;HeP.s furnace, that there, and 

* in. no other place, I could meet with him. 
<1. trow..if Lwere, as have becu Gnee 1 was 
© his priſoner, I would beg loging, for God's 


T Phe. 1n.HePs horteſt. Furnace,, that L might. | 
© ryb ſouls with, Chxiſt. Such a-determaned, 
peremtorie, and; reſolytenpil, and : Adherence, 


unto; Chriſt, is. that: which gives- a mightic 
Spirit, Vigor, Beautie, Life, Grovpth, Exercice, 


and perfection. ,to our Amitic | with. Chriſt. | 


Any, .on the [contraxy;. the moxe faint, ;lan- 


guid 0 ſuperficial, and. undetermined: our. wil. 


15, 1n.its Adherence. to; Chriſt, the-more dan- 
ger.it is inof partial, if not of total, and final, 

b:ckſliding from him ,. eſpecially.in times of 
Tentation. Remember, ſofar as your Hearts 
are zendetermined, and: unreſolved for Chrift ; 
{o far they are pt wg 'y Eh ps 
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nation tog 


part y Faith conſiſts, in a chearfrd, and com- 


plete Refignatzon | of - al concernes to Chriſt ; pres 
with entire Recumbence, and Dependence on on Chriſt. 
him, for Influence and Aſſiſtance, 3# order to 

the performance: of al, Duties, and Offices, - 


Fd Ative and Paſſive, . incumbent . on the 
friends of Chriſt. - . And the more ſoliditie 
and depth, the more Firmitude and Strength: 
the friends of Chriſt gain, in theſe. Frunda- 
meiital, Radical, and vital Ads of, Reſigna- 
thon. to, and Recnumbence, OT Depeniien 
 Aag on 


and Re- 


360. 


Refignati- 


up tothoſt*Laws, and Ditties of friendſhip, | 
they owe to Chrift, | 


What there agreable 'to the Notion; and 


Ch it al to Relation of -l friend, than Abſolute Refigna- 
I 


3111 bf al 'Concernes; into the hands of ' dup 
friend” "Are any reputed better Config, 
or more int#mate friends,” than they, -w 

can moſt #bſelutely Recumb, and Depend On 


us for' Advice, Conthitt; and\Aſſftance in their! 


moſt #mportant Aﬀaire 2 There -is ſuch att 
zntimate,' and efſertial connexion betwike 
confidence, and -Antitre,” as that the \teimes 


ave frequicn _ vled. interchaugably each: for" 


other*:© Fori'a”" confident; and "Friend ate 
uſed as terrnes Equirdlene.” And aſſuredly, 
nothing ' more * direcHy' condiictth' tothe 
Strtn oth '!Tinprovernent ," , and" Exercice of 
fricodhid with Chrift, than confidence in 
him; ry m-regard of Reſignation to, and 
Reeunebence- on him; in al the momentous 
Affaits of -our Life. | Such was the Spirit of 
Abraham's Amitie with Chriſt; in the'Relin- 
quiſhment of Chaldea, and Refi 7gnation of his 


only Son Iſaac 3 which were two Heroic Q 
Pieces of confidence in, and Friendſhip wi 


Chriſt, Fares 2. 23. "What" is Friendſhi 
bur'to make our friends Wiſdome, Wil... 7 


2ereſt; and Force ours ? Oblcſſed he, that. can; 


Sacrifice his 'own Wit, 171, Strength and 
Defignes, by © complete” Refi ignation of aF+6. 
Chriſt*!- The 71 of Chriſt's friend "auf 


be as that 'of a'ſervant; who! is then beft, ] 
whey. hs retains the aft of his own wil,. 


- and' 


b« 


ref gation fo, and C. T0. F c 
x on Chriſt, the more wil they live, and walk 


w 
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and moſt of his Maſter? s.. O ! what an 
happy thing is it to be quite ſtript, and ſpoil- 
ed *r every rag & Flf; that ſo Chriſt may 
ſtand in the room 'of ſelf * The friends of 

Chriſt ſhould ſubſcribe 2 blank, Reſignation, 
and put it into. the hands of Chriſt : They 
mult rake al Laws from him, but glve none 
to him : He myſt be Abſolute Kzng over 
their Perſons, Wils, Tatereſts, &c. 

And fo for Dependence on Chriſt for 4ſ- Depen- 

dence on 

ſtance, and Tyftwence, it muſt be Abſolute, Chrift for 
Immediate, Total, and Conſtant. The friends Grace. 
of- Chriſt never attain to higher barn of 
frieridſhip with Chriſt, than when, by faith, 
they moſt eye, and* "depend on *hat race, 
that dwels in him. For according to. the 
mefuare of our Dependence on Chriſt for 
Grace, ſuch is uſual the meſure of his com- 
munications to. oY /by was it, that Chriſt 
received ſuch an Ee plenitude of Grace ? 


. Was it for himfelf ? or, was it not rather - 


for his friends, that want it moſt ? And who. 
ar they, that find Chriſt neareſt. to them, j in 
the quickening. enlargs , fruit rfyz corrobg- 
raing,and ſu ſupporting oc of 54 Grace 3 
but his fainting friends 3 ſuch as have. the 
moſt A4Gual, Baeding, and. Abſotate; De- : 
pendence on his Grace, as Eſa.40-29,30,31? 
And why is it, that Chriſt keeps many of his 
dear friends, under great ſpiritual Deſertions, 
Barrenneſſes, Languiſhments, Deadneſſes, and 
Abatements of firſt love ? Is not this the 


| main caufe of al, that hereby they may be 


taken off more &lly, from their own felt- 
| dependences, 


. we 


—_— 


aft, 
Thns the 'Frietids of Chl mult; leve mholy; 
The 
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dependences, and ſo be: bioh t fo.2 more., 
complete Depepdence on Chriſt for al Grace, 

both Atul, and Habitual? Yea, are not: the. 
molt emipent friends of Chriſt, Tometimes; 
foiled in their moſt eminent Graces, and that. 


by a fmal Tentation, when they depend .« on. 


their own. Graces, and negle&t their Depen, 
dence on Chriſt : > And' on the contrary, are, 


not fuinting, and weak Chriſtians;by virtue o 

. then Dependence on Chriſt, oft yery ſtraps. 
and AD Cn unde 
::  Tentat\ 


? Certainly, the fricnd of- Chit, 
is but'a f{Sdr paſſive, dependent thing 3, he has) 
no ſpiritaal, Wings to flie,, NO legs tO g£9,.no, 
bandr to work + No breath to pray; no food.t ta, 


ezt,nd fire'z9 warme bimbut. what he receives, 


from Chyitt : his Graces are, but creatures) 
and thettiore cannot preſerve themſelves; OL, 
Firt het” than the y. Are "aged. by Souls 


in " It 4 way . 5 Higrx tion, and 
ae le inch Bike: 


"TT LETS 


Ti et Job ic unto Chrilt a 
for hereby "they cotne to bave, and znjoy, 4 


more Nuble, Laidable, Mule and F elk the 


In Chriſt,” 
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' [S:4. Conjugal AﬀeFions for Ebriſt, 36F 
- OO 31 | |  nt-£Þ þ thee & 6 
| SECT: 4+ 
- | The Friends of Chriſt ſhowld veſerve for him 
x. | © their ſpiritually:conjugal,  choiceſt, and 
.. | © bet Aﬀections," | T6? 
= F” Fry Admonition,”" and: Advice to 4 _ 
- | | £X the friends of Chriſt, is, that they £0. 0* 
t. | would entertain, and loge Chriſt in their choic- 1oge him 
i} | ef and beſt Aﬀetions. Aﬀetim mixed with in their 
s) | prudence, and Fidelitie, is the Spirit, and _ 
d, | Soul of Friendſhip. © And the morerational, IP 
} ſpiritual, pure,and Efficacious our AﬀeGions 
Ss. arez the more fold, refined, ermanent, and 
5) | Mfential wil four Friendſhip bei - - Such' 
I, therefore as wil live wp, and falfil to the: 


Dignitic of their profeſſed Amitie with Chriſt, 
& muſt labor 'after-the moſt: refivied, 'and ele- 
x) IN vated Aﬀettions, that may be, for him.'. Oh! 


= 6 wx 
Ly 


. what pitie is it, that whorifſh: Lovers,” arid 
> Wol-friends ſhould ſhare In - that conjugal 


d. | {fe&on, which is due to: Chriſt ?: Alas! 
dj | hat folie is it; to (divide that little: narrow 
& | Piece of. Love; which is not enough for-the 
&, I bcft beloved Chriſt; among baftardiLovers 3 
; Iwhich are fo far from giving ſatisfaTion, as 
a {that the'more we embrace them; the more 
ll Yffiey ting us ? Chriſt expes nothing from 
Ys, more than our Love, aud "nothing -leffe 
Fit he accept.--- As Chriſt-gives his: friends 
;.. $*®conjugal pledge, namely the Earneſt of bis 
T. $Spiriz 3 fo he-expeRtsfrom them a- conjugal 

——_ | Love. 
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Love. Mariage-love is indiviſible, it wil J f 
not-ferve for two corrivats: Chritt mu f £ 
loge his alone there. He that enters inty | C 
a covenant of conjugal Amitie with Chriſt, | # 
muſt bid ,Adies to al other Lovers 3 Chyif | a 
wil have Integritie, and Honeſtie or nothing : | V 
And therefore uſually he Woes; and Eledr 
his friends in the furnace of Afliciion , hel t! 
.'. fires tbemijuto @ Wildernes of ' many: Diff: | » 
/ euhtics, Tent4tipys, and Deſertzons, there of t! 

wm, and: gain their 4ſſeqiows. cntirely.t t) 
.  bim{elf, ; as Hoſe 2+ 14, 15: The Friends of 'E 
©... Chriſt are not, neither can! they be Maſt} 7 
/ *-. of twa predomitant Loves 5.'and. thereton 7 
Chrif mu} be their A4ltbings, or he is a6} 
thing to.themy Alas ! how little do tgeff 
fricuds of- Chxiſthowe to the flattering,'a} © 
frowning World  ? Is not a good look, tool} 
much tor 1doi-friends,, who: would take hi 
Chriſt's ro; in our AﬀeRtions, over  hyfj C 


' Head? W/e,pre to him: [who hath ſuchaff fh 
giendas Chrift:is, and yet-wants Aﬀetiiull 0: 
for him! Gan our Aﬀectipns:flcep ſecurely J9 
or find /aj3sfyGion any where, but in Chili M 
boſomg.'What gaiu we by ; ſpending qu 
Afﬀettions.on ; this ſmoking World, but,qeff 4 
pors,: and-iek Areames,: intiead of eaſe; anti & 
content | Fig, tie, that whoriſb Jdols ſhodll [t 
polleſle our:conjygal Aﬀettion, duexo fo gow J" 
2 friend ;as Chfiſt. is. 1 Oh: !- what cal 
Aﬀe&ion'is.that; which fixcamerh towan ol 


any. other:: Lover: but Chriſt ?. How, mug 
ſhould the friends of Chrilk di{dain, that. nlp 0 
thing but their Lord, ſhould rouch . thap* 

| | ſpiricull 
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ſpiritual conjugal Aﬀetiions ? What an, holy 
Ambition ſhould they have, of — 
Chriſt, and none but Chriſt, in their choic! 
AﬀeQion3 ? How greatly ſhould they ſcorne 
al ſecret dalliances, with an' Adulterous 
World ? But to deſcend to' particulars. 


(1-) The firft and main Ate&ion, which 1. Conjus 
the Friends of Chrift ſhould entertain him gal Love 


with, is a conjugal love. Love, as it fulfils © 
'the Law, ſo alfo Amitie with Chriſt. And 
the more Diſcrete, Solid, Spivitaal, Virgin, 
Equal, Intimate, Paſſionate, Commenſurate,and 
Transformative our Love to Chriſt is 3 the 
more Raiſed, Wel-grounded, Conjugal, Per- 
manent, Noble, and Operative wil our friend- 
ſhip with - Chriſt be. The Friends of Chriſt 
ought to” caft their choiceſt Love into no 
mould, but Chrift*s ; that fo it may be for 
him, and for none other. Thus the Spouſe, 


Cant. 2s Jo My Loves Pathericaly - 'S it Cant, 2.7» 


ſhe had ſaid, hit on whom al my c:njagal 
love centers the delight of mine eyes, the 
joy of mine heart, the Ocean, into which al 
my little love ſtreams 3 mine only Love. So 


p auch is implied : for Abſtrati; freak Formes, 


and Eſſences. The friends of Chriſt muſt 
give him their virgin Love; the Elixir, Ef- 


1 fences, and Spirit Fs of their Love. A green, 


young love may. not ſuffice for Chrift : he 


ll muſt have the flovr, and vigor of our Love. 


an That little" narrow ſpark of Divine Love, 
of which was 7-fpired, and breathed by Chritt, 


nf foto the Heaxts of his Friends, mult reſpive 


chal &@ breztir forth; live, and 'inbabſs no-where, 


bur 
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 ſdirits, and vigor on the fuireſt, and mol 


. that clay-Gods; that T ivie-Idols, that beauts 


little of it be reſerved for Chriſt. 


Conjugal Loveto Chriſt, C I, 


butin.the boſome of Chriſt. Alas! whe 
ſhould the ſtream emtie it ſelf, but- in th 
Ocean, whence it received its firſt emanazi 
on ? Oh! what pitie is1t,, that ſo much gf 
our Love ſhould paſſe by Chriſt, aud terny. 
nate on 1dol-lovers ? Who | is the Proprittar 
of our Love; but Chriſt, and Chriſt alone? * 
where is there an obje& adequate to the 
Saints love, but Chriſt ? where are ther 
ſuch raviſhing Beauties, ſuch delicious Sway 
ties, luch ſurpaſſing excellences, ſuch Trax- 
ſeendent glories, to feed our Love with a, 
aS in Chriſt ? Can we then put.our conjugal: 
love into better hands than Chritt's * 1s;i 
not natural to love, to. ſpend its choidef 


emiable objedt 7 Is. it not fad, that Chr 
ſhould have ſo much Beautie, Sweetnes, Ex 
cellence for his friends 3 and yet they ſhould 


have fo little Love for him ? Alas ! Alas! 
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ful ſhadows, and gilded Nothings ſhould 
.run away with fo much of our love, Gy of 
! 


what folie is it to have an oblique, adi 


ſquint-regard to skin-deep Beauties, al th ; 
'F . SM F to 
golden dreams, when as there is, ſuch ſub bi 


ſtantial Amiablenes in Chriſt ? O the prody 
gious madnes of thoſe, who find love fot < 


pleaſing royes, for beautiful vanities, for fall .;* 
nothings 3 and yet can tind no love for Chrifffl © 
the beſt beloved ! Certainly, a little creates fk 
ove is enough, or too much, but - much, yeah ©: 


friend! 


. 


the moſt Chrift-love is too little for.;th 


-” 


'S. A * Conjugal Daſpres after Chriſt. 16 , 


Friends of Chriſti, who have eſpouſed him 
\ | or their Huchand. What is Heaven, if this 
{ benot Heaven, ;to he. under the beatifick 


viſt TL Love, and. F raition of Chriſt ? ; And, | 
© who itjoy more of Heaven upon. earth..than ; 
Y ſich whoſe hearts are moſt tiansforimad.i into, , 
% and ravifhed with the fiducial Contemplation, We: 


ho Admiration.and Love of Chriſt ? Spiritzal pure, 
and paſſionate Love to Chriſi,gives the friends 


Ty of Chriſt a poſſeſſion 'of hamfeIf ; yea a ſecret, { ... <: 
I and efficacious 7 ransformation into'the Image | 
wi of Chriſt... For: the Heart tilently ſteals into, 


oh and becomes one with, what it ſtrongly.loves. 
"} Love the world, greatly, and .thine, heart 
df wil ſogn become worſdly - Love Ch-ift great- 
< ly, and thine heart;wil grow up, and be gra- 
; dually transformed into the Image of Chriſt. 
Fu Such'a Syverain, and Efformative viriue -hath 
ul Love, eſpecially that of Friendſhip, if it be 
in any eminent, predominant degree. Othen 
Love, Love, Love Chriſt much ! 
(2.). Another Aﬀedion, which the friends or Dcfues 
of Chriſt ought to be mach i in the exercice Chit. 
of towards Chriſt, is conjugal arfire after ._ 
| him, f Defire' is the firſt-borne of Love ; _— 
the feet of the ſoul, whereby it goes forth cgerw 
to. meet its beloved: And, undoutedl ”” defadrri ” 
none l;ve, and adj more as friends of Chrit page 
than ſuch as are poſſeſſed with the firong- 0 —_ 
1 Quantum 
<> deſires after him. O! how pleaſing is ;ofchie cp 7 
it to- Chriſt, to {ce. his friends ful of love-- aquin. 
fich defires, and” longings after himſelf? Contra 
Chrift cannot be long. abſent from {ch as —_ mh 
are 1. at heart, arid; , paitied with defires * "M 


Me? <- 92» after + 


"* {iy 
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gO what would IL give to left hand is render mine Head, 


and what follows? Y.6. His 


have a bed made to my- hy right hand embrac th. 


wearied ſoul in Chriſt's bo- 
ſome ! I would friſt Heaven tron Sc. 
for many years, to have my him, but feels his embrace. ; 


me. She no ſooner longs for 


fil of Jeſus in this life. 1 ments 3 yea, he longs for her. 
cannot tel you what ſweet + much, of infinitely. more, 


ain, and delighifome vor- TS FT ER on Ws. 
[name are in Chriſt's love, than ſhe longs for him. , Oh! 


ec. Ruther} L. what a pleaſing pain is.it, to. 
be pained with deſires after 


Cant.;.3. 
Him. 


Chriſt ? what a ſweet, living death is it, to, 
die with Jongings after him ? O ! what max- 


ſtrous unkiridnes is it, that Chriſt ſhould long, 


after his friends, and yet they not long after 
him? O hunger and thirſt after Chriſt ! hun- 
ger after his Grace, thitft after Chriſt's Love, 
and the ſenſe of it 3 hunger after his perſon; 
yea, hunger and thirft after Spiritxs/ bun 
ger, and thirſt after Clirifi.: . there is 4young 
Heaven in Finger, and Thirſt after Chritt, 
None 7joy more of. Chriſt, at leaſt of his 
ſpiritual and gracious preſence, than ſuch as, 


have rmoſt infinite thirfts, and Jongings of foul 


after him. Get as near Chriſtas thou may- 
eſt, by thy Deſires : if they cannot run, let 
them creep towards, Chriſt : never leaye, 
*cil thine Heart be chained, and fettered to 
Chriſt by deſires, if not by. more P's 
Fruition- Thus it was, with the Spoliſe; 
Cant. 3. 3. Saw ye him whom my foul li. 
eth ] Saw ye Him 7 There is a great Fm 
phaſe, and Efficace in this manner of pee 


Coniugal Defites after Chriſt. C:t6! 
after him: Thus it was with the love-jick 
Can.2.5,6. Spoieſe, Cant. 2. 5. g For I am ſick of love ; 


| 


$.4. Conjugal Grief for Chrift's Abſence, 369 


þ Here is a Relative [ Him] without an An- 
ztecedent ; which argues theforce and Stength 
of her deſires : She thought al the World 


her-defires are ſo _ ardent, as that they wil 
®. 4 bd . ® : 
not permit her to expreſle his Name : al that 


' the can fay, is, Saw ye Him ? &c. Him 


what Him doth ſhe mean ? Muſt the Watch- 
men needs underſtand her broken language ? 
Yes 3 her deſires were ſo prefling, as that ſhe 
had not leiſure to fay more than: this, ſaw'ye 
him, whom my ſoul loveth ? The like affecti- 
onate defires after Chriſt, we tind in Marie, 
Joh. 20. 15. Sir, If thou haſtborye hint hence, 
tel me where thou haſt 11id him, and T wil take 
bim away. Here 1s nothing but Him, and 
Him, and Him : her delires after Chriſt 
were (o vehement, as that ſhe had not time 
to expreſſe whom ſhe meant : ſhe ſaies, te! 


ia 
h Ys nax” 
514 eſt 21 60 
aicends ge- 
are : 14% 


knew whom ſhe meant, and deſired after : Relativun 


frae Ante= 
cedente eff 
waxim® . 
Emphati- . 
cum. San- 
Atvus. in 

loc. | 


Joh.10.15. 


me where thou haſt laid him,and I wil take him - 


away. Alas poor woman, the ſtrength of her 


- defires made her £xcede the bounds of ratio- 


nal diſcourſe. Surely, nothing that 1s dutic 
ſeems impoſſible, or burthenſome to affeQio- 


| nate defires after Chriſt. The ſtronger our 


deſires after Chit are,the Stronger, and more 
mvincible wil our Amitie with him be. 


(3-) Again, the friends of Chrift ſhould 3.Grief fot 


labor after a more conjugal grief for, and bit- 


ter ſenſe of Chriſt's Abſence 3 eſpecially for, 
and of fin the cauſe thereof. The friends of 


a felt, and #1joyed Chrift, they ought to have 


Chriſt's 
Abſ:nce. 


Chriſt, when they have not the ſweet ſenſe of 


* 


the bitter fen of an Abſent, diſple aſed Chr if.” 
| B b A 


A true conjugal friend of Chriſt: knows no 


To love an angry, withdrawen Chriſt : i Death, and 
- == Hel to him conſiſts in ſeparation, and di- 
him wants ſtance from Chrift : The ſenſe of lofſe to 
little of - him is worſe than the ſeiſe of | pain . Yea, 
Hel. Rub. jt is his greateſt pain, that he hath loſt 
his beſt friend : he ſees al the curſes, and 

| Plagues of God wrapt up in. the lofle of 
Cant. 5, 6- Chriſt. So it was with the Spouſe, Cant, 
5-6. I opened to my beloved, but my beloved 

bad withdrawn himſelf, and was gone ; my 

” foul failed when he ſpake, &c. My ſoul fail- 

ed : Chriſt's Parting farewel put his Spouſe 

into a fainting, ſwooning, dying fit : Her 
heart-was gone, when her Lord was gone : 

when he lcft her, ſhe lett her (elf : her ſpirits 

, evaporated, Oh ! what languiſhments 

what ſwoonings, and failures . of ſpirits, 

ſhould the friends of Chriſt have, when he 

bids Adieu to them 3 eſpecially, it their fix 

be the cauſe of his Departure from them ? 

Should they not be greatly afflied in Spi-. 

rit, that Chrit's withdrawment from them, 


was occalioned by. the withdrawment of their _ 


Hearts. from Chriſt ? What ſhould wound, 
and grieve them, if not this, that they have 
wornded, and grieved their beſt friend » and 
- fo made him, at leaſt ſeemingly, to. turne, 


againſt them as an cnemie? Can there be a. 
worſe Hel, on this fide Hel, to the friends of 
Chriſti, than this, that their departure from _ 
Chrift, has made him depar: from them, - 


and leave them under a RT ; 
k ” | " ; © EN 


by 


wounds, no pains, no torments, like thoſe of 


Iz. a 
Fx» W- . 
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$_ 4.Conjugal Hopes of Chriſt's Returne. © 37 mY 


of many Tentations, Deſertions, Difficulties, | 
8&c? O mourne, mourne, for Chriſt's A4b-. 1 
ſence, and for fin, the cauſe thereof, as the 
worſt Hel. > 
(4+) As the friends of Chriſt ſhould main-4. Lively 
tain a deep, bitter ſenſe of,and grief tor Chriſt's = of 
Abſence, {o ought they, no lefle, to keep #Þ Renrne: 
a wel-grounded lively Hope of his Returne. 
Hepe is, according to the Scripture tile, the - | 
Anchor of the ſoul, Heb. 6. 19- if this fail, Heb. 6.19, 
how. ſoon wil the Heart fazl, and fink down 
into the Gulf of deſpair. In times of De- 
| fertion Satan, and our own wnbelieving 
Hearts make many black lies, and raiſe ma- 4 
ty ſlanders on. Chriſt ; therefore if Hope 
dies, al dies. Wel-grounded Hope is a ſeed 
of Heaven : it is a good Prophet, which al- 


* | waies Prophecies glad tidings of Chriſt's 
; Returne., Yea, take a friend of Chriſt in 
E his loweſt ebbe of comfort, and darkeſt miſt 
» | of. Deſertion, and Tentation, yet even then 
. he hach ſome inſenſible, negative Hopes , fo 
4 that he dares not ſay peremtorily., Chriſt wil 
| neverreturne : or, if he fay it, *tis but in a 


us ht of Vubelief; and therefore he ſoon recol-/ 

> | ls himſelt again, and cannot but cheriſh 
14 || {ome (ſecret hopes 5 which, though not per- 
ceptible, or ſenhible, yet he wil not part with 
. them for a. thouſand worlds. Thus it was © 
of with Fonab, Ch. 2. Vs 4+ Though I ſaid, T-Fonahj:. 43, 
m | 9” cajt. out of thy fight, yet I wil look to- 
? wards thine boly Temple. Fouah, in the 

Whales bellie, cati a wiſt eye ot Hope towards 
the Temple, the Symbol of Chrift, which. 

FIG * 7 b 2 kept 
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kept up his ſoul from ſinking, when his bo- 
die was ſunk unto the bottome of the Sea. 


F{.119-81: Thence faith David, Pal. 119. $1- my ſoul 


fainteth for thy ſalvation, but I hope in thy 
word, He had long expected ſalvation, and | 
ſhould have given up al for loti, had he not 
hoped in God's word of Promiſe : Chriſt 
breathes in a word of Promiſe into his Heart, 
and he breaths forth freſh, and /zvely hopes 
every day into Chriſt's boſome. The friends 
of Chriſt muſt remember, that the Ceble to 
which the Anchor of their Hope 1s faſtened, 
15 not their own mutable, ambulatorie wil, 
or the fallible word of men, but the zmmu- 
zable Oath, and infallible word of the eternal 
God ; who .s Veracitie it (elf, Heb. 6. 
17, 18. Oh! what a flrong Foundation, what 
an immobile Rock, 15 here, for our Hopes to 
anchor on? How may our Hopes leap, and 
dance on this rock, and bid defiance to Hel 
1t ſelf ? Satan's main work is to role the 
friends of Chriſt off this their rock 3; and 
their main bufines is, to caſt the Anchor of - 
their Hope daily on Chriſt; the Rock of Ages. 


And this is matter of eternal encourage- þ 


ment to the rcal friends of Chriſt, that al-+, 
beit their Hopes are faint, feeble, and vs- 
riable ; yet the Foundation, on which they 
anchor, 1s ftrong and immutable : whereas, 
- the falſe friend of Chriſt may have firong . 
hopes, or rather prefumtions 3 yet he hath | 
only a variable, fleeting, ſandy foundation, | 
namely, his own fooliſh heart, and carnal : 


confidences, 
| (5) Another | 


$.4. Conjugal Joy in Chriſt. 373 
(5-) Another Aﬀedtion, wherewith the 5. Joy,and 
friends of Chriſt ought to entertain him, is _—— 
Foy, complacence, and delight. When Chriſt cp, 
:nfuſens himſelf into the hearts of his friends, 
and gives them any taſt of his ſatisfying. 
ſweetneſſes, and excellences 3 how ſhould they 
yield up themſelves to Chriſt, yea lofe them- IJ 
ſelves in him? k Is it not a proprietie' of EM = 
friendſhip, that a man ſolace himſelt in the ,;,n, ,, 4 
preſence of his friend; and find conſolati- abquis iz 
on in him againſt al Anxieties ? Hence, is it </#t'a 
not the cuſtome, for men under al their _— me 
gricts, and diſcomtitures, to have recourſe ;, ,, corſe- 
unto their friends for comfort ? Thus the lation:m 
friends of Chriſt muſt make his preſexce the c0#tr4 om- 
Spring, and Matter of their Conſolation and | © 
oy : As nothing ſhould be ſo bitter to ,;,, 
them, as Chriſt's departure 3 fo nothing ſo Aquin. 


ſweet, and joyous as his Returne. As Chriſt's Gent. 


| Abſence makes up their .Hel, ſo his preſence ©vtra 


muſt make up the Heaven of his triends. & $$. 34. 


Chriſt wil not, cannot have his abode long 
in that heart, where any Idol-friend is more 
priſed than himſelf. Chriſt 1s the Element, 
wherein his friends ought to live, and breath, 
and bath themſelves, in ſoul-fatisfying de- 
lights. Chriſt is ſuch a Regal friend, as that 
he” expe&s a Throne al alone, in the com- 
placence of his friends : He allows them to 
fpend” ſome looſe AﬀedGtions on Inferior 
friends, provided that they reſerve their 
higheſt complacence, and delight for himſelf, 
their beſt beloved. This muſt be ma 
over,. without  Reverſion and Reſerve,” 
RE Bb 3 Chriſi. 


374 Conjngal Fear of Yiſpleaſing Chriſt.C.1o. TT 


Cant. 2. $- Chriſt. Thus the Spouſe, Cant. 2. 3- Tſate 


- 6. Godly 
Fear, 


down under hs ſhadow with great delight \ and 
his fruit was ſweet to my taſt. She ſoon taſt- 
ed the ſweetnes, and telt the raviſhing de- 
lights of apreſent, embraced Chriſt. Thence 
It follows, v. 4. He brought me to the banquet- 
ting houſe, and his banner over me was love. 

_ C6.) The friends of Chriſt ſhould Jabor 
after as great a meſure, as may be, of Holy 
Fear towards Chriſt ; their jay in Chrilt's 
preſence ought to be mixed with G:dly fear, 
and holy Tremblement of heart, leſt Chritt 
ſhould be difpleaſed. We tind theſe two, 
{cemingly oppolite, Aﬀetions in conjuncti- 
on, Pſal. 2. 11- ſerve the Lord with fear, and 
rejoyce with trembling. This is an excellent 
combination, when ſpiritusl joy, and Godly 
fear are joined together. Oh ! what a lively 


 eharacter of ſincere friendſhip is this, when 


the heart is filled with Raptures of Joy in 
Chriſt's preſence, and yet, at the very ſame 
time, under an boly Tremblement, and fear 
of diſpleaſing Chriſt, or doing any thing 
unworthy of friendſhip with him ? This 
ſeems implied in that Evangelick promiſe 


Hel. 3. 5. touching backſliding Iſrael, Hoſ. 3. 5- And 


ſhal fear the Lord and bis Goodnes in the latter 


dayes. The falſe friends of Chriſt are faid 
to fear the Lord and bis Lins, or Judge- © 
ments 3 but to fear the Lord and bis goodyes, 
or mercies, this 1s peculiar to the real friend 
of Chriſt ; who hath never greater Tremble- 
ments of heart, godly fear, and ſelf-jelouſie 
lft he ſhould diſpleaſe Chriſt, than your he 

| | mw ies 


- 


S.4. Conjugal for Chrift.” "275" 
lies under the moſt warme beams, and Influ- 

| ences of Chriſt®s preſence. This 1s a Myſterie 

| that falle friends are not skiPd in. 

(7-) The Friends of Chriſt ſhould En- 7: Z2le for 

| deavor after a barning, flaming -zele for "_ 
Chriſt. Zele, in its largeſt notion; 1s 'but 
the Fermentation, Ebullition, or boiling up.of 
al the Aﬀections : But in its ric denſe, it : 
imports a Spiritual Fervor, or heat of Aﬀe- 
&ion, againft whatever may oppoſe any 
detired Good. As to our preſent:caſe, cox- 
jagal zele tor Chriſt, implies a fervent, boil- 
ing Indignation againſt whatever may oppoſe 

; the Name, Honor, Intereſt, Glorie,and Exalta- 
tion of Chriſt. The friends of Chriſt ought 
to burne with a maſculine zele for al the 
concernes of their Lord. Thus it was with _. 
David, Plal. 119. 139. My zele, hath- conſu-' pc Tas. 
med me, becauſe mine enemies have forgotten 139, 158. - 
thy words. ] Conſumed me, or quite drunk, up 
my ſpirits, eaten up my bowels, diſpirited my 
Soul. So flaming was his zele. The: like 

. V- 158. I beheld the Tranſgreſfſors, and was 
grieved ; becauſe they kept not thy word | and 
was grieved. k ON lignities, was wearied, k wh 
burdened, or tired out. Nothing was fv tedio afficit, 
burdenſome, tireſome, and irkſome to Da- 
vid's Apirit, as to ſee profane ſinners live in 
profeſſed diſobedience to God's Word ; Such = 
an heroick, zele poſſeſſed his Heart. Such a 


generous Zele ſhould al the friends of Chriſt 
labor after. 


\ 
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SECT. 5. 1 

: : 

: + The Friends of Chriſt muſt endeavor after a || & 

_ greater. Latitude of interne Uniformitie t 

with, 'aud externe Conformitie unto. r 

Chriſt. b 

. _— LR þ 0 

5. Advice 5. FE*OHE friends\ of Chrift ſhould endea- || | 
Te . 'vor- after. the greateſt Uniformitie 7 
with, and 7Pith, and Conformaitie to Chriſt, that may. be. j1 
Conformi- This j$ another great Admonition, and Ad- F 
tie to vice for Chriſt's triends, in order to their R 
Chriſt, hving, up. to their Digniti d Relat! 
1V | Ir, LMgnitie, and KNelation, b 

1 Omnes &- 1 Wherein conliſts the-perfe&ion of an Intel- Þ +; 
fetus we ligent creature, but in Divine Aſſimilation to, Þ| » 


perſet OX Refſemblance of Chriſt .his Creator ?: Are } a1 
ſuni,quaydo nOt al. cfiects then moſt perfe&t, when they T 
maxime moſt reſemble their Firſt Cauſe ? And ſurely tc 
_ -»— "aq the more perfte& Chriſt*s friends are, and the ce 

= more. like to. him,.the better friends they. hi 


Aquin. ; : . 

contra Wl approve themſelves. Again, al friend- b} 

Gent. |. 2. ſhip imports ſome kind of Unio#, or Uni- | or 

E- 45%.  tie.in Ends, and defignes : Now there can be || ar 
\ nQ real-ynion, Or unitie +1n one commun end; | pl 


. Unleſle there be Union, Unitie, or Uniformitie th 

m Anice- of mils, and azons : m It is the proper cha- | w 
wu p opi- Tacter of friends; ta Wil, and Nl, to rejoice if ed 
bg + and grieve.in the ſame thingr. A ſingularitie | mi 
xlle. Aqu, of Fils, and conformitie of Afions, gives & m 
contra Inuch perfe@ion to friendſhip. Al friend- F hi: 
Gent. 1.3. ſhip requires ſome degree of interne Unifor- Þ} an 
© 13h. mit; allo externeConformitie : and the || to 
more }} :- 


; S. 5. Interne Uniformitie with Chriſt, 377 


more Uniforme, and Conforme friends are, in 
what is good, the better wiltheir friendſhip 
be. Difformitie, and diſſimilitude m Spirits, 
or A#ions, 15 that which makes 'a great 
breach on Amitie. For al Friendſhip is 
founded in fimilitude or likenes :, and the 
more like men are in virtuous Dnalities, the 
better friends they make. I intcrpoſle vireu- 
ou Qualities, as the foundation of this fimi- 
litade, and friendſhip 3 becaule there 15 no 
genuine fimilitude or friendſhip,but what hath 
its riſe from Virtue. Al vicious perfons are 
aifforme, and difſpnant, not only from virtu- 
ous men, but alſo among themſelves. Sin is 
but a Chaos, or maſſe of Confuſion, difformi- 
tie, and diſagreement : al luſts are zrregulay, 
turbulent, faftious, diſſonant, and jarring 
among themſelves, as wel as with Virtues. 
Therefore vicious men, whatever their pre- 
tenſions may be, can never attain to any ſia- 
cere, ſolid Amitie 3 becauſe they cin never 
have any virtuous Uniformitie, or Reſſem- 
blance. It 1s the ſerious, virtuous perſon 
only, that may lay claim to true Vniformitze, 
and friendſhip, as Plato, and other Philoſs- 
phers have, long fince, determined. Now 
then, this being the true Idea of al Amitic, 
whether Divine or human, that it be tound- 
ed on fome virtuous Uniformitie, and Confor- 
mitie z hence it neceſſarily follows, that the 


more Vniforme with, and Conforme to Chriſt 


his friends are, the more they live, and walk, 
and A#up to the Dignitie of their Relation 
to him, as friends, rho 
WT (1.) The 


378 


3. Interne 


Interne Uniformitie with Chriſt, C.1 of. 


(1.)The friends of Chriſt ſhould labor after 


tnitormie the neareſt anterne Unifirmitie with Chriſt : 


ne with 


EL. friſt, 


F om. 12. 
3,3. 


their Spirits ſhould: rite up to the highej 
Reſſemblance of Chriſt : They ſhould en- 
deavor to have the Tmage of Chriſt drawen 
in more lively characters on their hearts; 
Undoutedly, the-more the friends of Chriſt 
participate with him in the Divine Nature, 
2 Pet. 1. 4. the more l;vely Impreſſes, and. 
Stampes of his Image they receive upon 
their ſouls, the better friends. they are, 


Thus much js contained in that excellent | 


Admonition and Advice of Paul, Rom, 12, 
I, 2+ v. I- he exhorts them, to preſent theip 
bodies, ( or whole perſons) a living Sacyj: 


fice, holy, acceptable unto Gd, &c, 1 e. to aps | 
prove themſelves, what they profeſſed, real, 


and /oya] friends of Chriſt. But huw might 


they attain to this ? That he expreſſeth, I 


V. 2. And be not conformed wnto this world 
[ 2.c. Let not your hearts be ſhaped, mould- 
4, or formed according to the Humors, 


lufts, faſhions, or any other deccittu] Ideas of | 
this world] but be ye transformed by the. 


renewing of your minds | i. e. Let your minds 


| be ſiript ot their old corrupt Forme, recels 


ved trom the firſt 4dam, and be clothed 
with the ,new Divine Forme, or Image 


of Chriſt, the ſecond Adam, as Ephbeſ. + 


22, 23- Whence i follows; | that ye may 


prove what is that good, and acceptable, and, 
perfe& wil of God, 1. e, that ye may approve! 
your ſelves Loyal friends of Chriti, Th 
more the friends of Chritt are transformch, 


'] s.5. Interne Uniformitiewith Chriſt. 


by the renewing of their . minds, into the 
| Image of Chrift, the more they wil come to 
; | have one and the ſame Mind, and Spirit with 
Chriſt ; the more they wil mind, afed, and 


| | delight in, what Chriſt minds, affefs, and de- 
. | lights in moſt. Doth not the poor o Hea- 
; | then teach us, that this is true friend/hip, to 
| wil and nil the ſame things * What makes 
1 | menbetter friends than an Unitie, or Simi- 
n | laudeof Wils ? Muſt not then the friends 
| of Chriſt, Studie, and affeT a ſimilitude, yea, 


it | Unitie of Wil with Chriſt ? What makes a 


. than Pluralitie of Wils ? Tdentitie, or Same- 
6 | nes of Vil with Chriſt, prevents a world 
+ | of fin, and is the Life of Grace, A friend 
1, | of Chriſt ſhould have his wil broken to pieces, 
he | that it. may be made one With the Wil of 
h, | Chvilt ; to mind and intend the fame things 


with Chriſt. Yea, 1s not this one of the 
higheſt degrees of true Amitie with Chriſt ? 
Doth Chriſt mind, and intend the Glorie ef 
hs Father moſt ? And ſhal not the friends of 
| Chriſt cndeayor after the ſame mind with 
Chriſt herein ? O what Strong Intention » 
what pure aimes, ſhould they have at the 
Glorie of God? How ſhould al the concerner 
of ſelf, be quite melted into, and ſwallowed 
"4 | "Pin the Conccrnes of God, and his Glorie ? 
1] Again, doth Chriſt Love and Aﬀecq Grace, 
[Y more than -the whole Creation betides ? 
eh And ſhal not the friends of Chriſt Ive and 
The #fed Grace, more than al things elſe? Far- 
ad; Þ fer, doth Chriſt delight in nothing ſo much 
| 


as 


379 


o Faden 


velie ac” 
eadem nolle, 


ea demum 


vera Ami- 


citta. 


greater Schiſme on friendſhip with Chriſt, 


3$0 


2. Externe 
Canformj- 
rite ro 
Chriſt. 


Externe'Conformitie to Chriſt. C.16. 


as in doing, and ſuffering his Father', 
Wil 2 Was it His meat and drink #9 dz, 
and ſuffer the fame ? O then ! how 
much ſhould the friends of Chriſt delight 
in doing, and Sffering God's wil ? What 
complacence {ſhould they take in Active, and 
Paſſive obedience? Thus the friends of Chriſt 
ſhould. tude, and affe& a-greater Latitude of 
zternue Uniformitie with Chrift, in Mind, 
Wil, and Aﬀedion. And, without al per: 
adventure, the more they partake of one 
and the ſame Divine Nature 2nd heart with 
Chriſt, the more faithful, and corplete triends 
are they. | 

C2-) The friends of Carilt muſt ftudie 
and endeavor, not only Interne Vniformitit 
with, but allo externe Conformitie to Chriſt: 
They muſt not only mid, and affe?, but alſo 
Talk. and 4&,and Live as Chriſt, True friend- 


ſhip,cven among men, requires not only Ha- 


bitual.,and'inuward Refſemblance in Nature.,dif* 


Poſitions, Principles, and AfedGions z but alſo 


1Cor. 11.1; 


atiual, and outward Conformitie in Converſa* 
tion, and: Aﬀions ; So- here, Divine Amitie 
with Chriſt, implics, not only zzterne, habi: 
tual Aſſimilation to him 3 but alſo extern, 
afual Imitation of him : and the greater Li- 
titude of degrees. the friends of -Chrith at- 
tain herein, the more yeal, and viſible, yea 
glorious, wil their Amitie appear to be, This 
was PaxPs greateſt Ambition to-'be an Ini: 
#tor of Chriſt ; which he commends' all 
to the Corinthians, 1 Cor. 11+ 1+- Be ye fob 


lowers of me, even as -l alſo am of Chrift. 9 - 


Epheb 


| 


al . 


S. 5s. Externe Conformitic to Chriſt. 


Epheſ. 5. 1. Be ye therefore followers of God, Ephel, 541. 


45 dear Children. It is the Ambition of pies 
Children to imitate their Parents, in what 
is good : As they partake with them, in one 
and the ſame Natzre, and /thenes 3 ſo would 
they fain conforme to them, by 'one and the 
ſame Afions, and Mode of life. Parents Ex- 
emples, axe uſually more forcible and binding, 
than their precepts to their Children. And 
this ariſeth from that zatural frniendſhip or 
Uniformitie of Nature, which is betwixt Pa- 
rents and Children. Such ſhould the Ex- 
emple of Chriſt be to his Children, and 
friends by Grace : as they have his Divine 
Nature communicated to them, and there- 
by an Vsiformitte of Spirits fo alſo ſhould 
they ftudie, and affeF, a conformitie to, or 
Imitation of him in al their A&zons, and 
Converſation. Did Chriſt break thorow al 


Tentations and Difficulties, to do, and ſuffer 


his Father's Pleaſure 2 Should not then his 
friends, arme themſelves with the ſame 
mind, in doing and ſuffering the wil of God ? 
Is it not greatly unbecoming a friend of 
Chriſt, to be thruſt bff from a dutie,cither by 
the Frowns, or Smiles of this lower world? 
Was David, that. Noble friend of Chriſt, 
{coffed off from his dutie by Michal ? Doth 
he not rather gain courage by al her ſcoffes 3 
and crie out, if ths be to be vile, I wil be more 


vile yet 2 True friendſhip gains force, and - 
ſtrength by oppoſition : the more its Confor- 


mitie to Chrift is oppoſed, the more 7zelous 


and aGtive is it therein. Agaiy, Did Chriſt 


take 


382 


Phil. 2. >L 


* Pee. " wal 
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Externe Conformitie to Chriſt. C.1 o; | 


take upon him the Forme of 2 Servant, k ums 
ble himſelf, and become obedient even to the 
Death ? O then ! how lowly, how humbly, 
how ſelf-abaſedly ſhould the friends ot Chriſt 
walk ? This is wel improved by Pazl, Phil. 
2. 5, 6, 7, 8. Having v. 3, 4+ Exhorted 
them to Humilitie and Self-denial; he brings 
Chriſt's Humilitie, and Self-denial, as a copie 
and patterne, v..5. Let this mind be in you, 
which was alſo in Chriſt Feſus, &c. As it he 
had faid 3 was Chriſt ſo humble ? And is it 


not a ſhame, that Chriſtians, who profeſle | 


friendſhip with him, ſhould be ſo /tately, fo 


proud ? It is a good obſervation of Divines, 


that Chriſt's Human Nature, though clothed 


with ſo much Glorie, is the humbleſt Crea- } 


ture that ever was.O then ! what a prodigious 
thing is it, that our black, Natures, which are 


ll. 


clothed with ſo much Deformitie, and (tufted _ 


out with ſo much Malignitie, and Venome of 
fin, ſhould be ſo proud as they are ? Think 


on this, and ever more abhor pride. So for : 
the other parts of Chriſtian Converſation, 
the Exemple of Chritt ſhould be the Sove-._ 
rain Motive, as alſo an Univerſal Idea, and' 
Copie of his friends Imitation. Would the. 


friends of Chriſt, when they are about 


any irregular undertakement, conlider, Would 
Chriſt, if he were on earth, do ſo, and ſo ? Is. 


this becoming the Dignitie of that Amitie I pro-; 


 feſſe towards Chrift ? Wil this pleaſe my Lord?" | 
Do T herein imitate that Copne, and patterne, | 
be has ſet me ? I ſay, would the friends ok; 
Chritt,thus reaſon, and argue themſelves into; | 

: b as | + 


men wp Ot 


rw AM LH + 


| 


be 
= 


- S. 6.” Union with Chrif, 


an Imitation of, . and: Conformitie-to Chriſt 3 
how harmonious, beautiful, viſible, flouriſhing 
and efficacious would their friendſhip be? 
But ah ! alas! how far thort of Conformitie 
to, and Imitation of .the ' Life of Chriſt, that 
Admirable, and moſt glorious miroir of 
Santtitie, do. many profefſed friends of 
Chriſt come ? Yea, have not the beſt of 
Chriſt's friends great cauſe to be daily hum-' 
bled, and aſhamed of their defects, as to this 
piece of Divine Conformi:ie 7» 


—— CC 


SECT. 6 


—_— 


| The friends of Chrift ſhould afpire after more 


intimate Union, . ay4 Communion with 
_ Chriſt, in al Ordinances, Duties, Provi- 

dential occurrences, axd creature-Injoy- 
. ments. 


6. He Friends of Chriſt ſhould aſpire af= 6. Advice 
ter, and contend for a more mntimatt, for Union 

dcep Union, and Communion with Chriſt, in al — 

Ordinances, Duties, providential Occurrences, ,1th TT 


and Creature-injoyments. This Admonition, ChriR. 


and Advice is of grand moment, in order to 
the fulfiling, and living up to the Relation 


$ and Dignitie of friendſhip with Chriſt. 


For at friendſhip implies #1ni5n, and commu- 


Þ "on : and by how much the more ftriF, 

I ſpiritual, and deep, this union, and communion 
'F'53 by ſo much the more pertedt wil the 
'F friendſhip be. . Where God implants a gra- - 


C1OuS 


1. The 


friends of 


Chriſt 
ſhould 


conhrme 
and im- 
prove their 
union with 


Chriſt, 


aADionyſte dicitur,quod amor 
eſt unitiva virtus. VPrarto 
ergo id, unde AMans oft. 4; m 
cum anato, ft majus ; tanto 
et amor intenſior + © rurſus, 
Durante id tx quo eſt uwnio, eſt 
magis intimwn amanti, tanto 
amor oft firmior. 
eontra Gent. 1. 1. C. 97. 


foul. 


communion, as that no ſeparation, or diſtance 
of Place, or Time, can make a breach there. 
on 3 but itis ſtil maintained, in al Abſence 


of the perſons, by means inviſible, as much 
as, Or more than, other Unions, and Com 
munions are by the moſt potent, and viſible | 


means» And thence Moſes, Deut. 13. 6. 


makes the znion of friends to be.the higheſt | 


among, men, even as that with thine own 


which is between Chriſt and his friends is of 
an higher Nature. We ſhal ſpeak, 

1- Of that Unioz with Chriſt, which his 
friends ought daily to aſpire after. Al true 
friendſhip, whether Natzral, Civil, or Di- 
vine, conliſts in Vion, or rather Unitie : 
And by how much the more i#:imate, and 
deep the Vnion, or Vnine isz by ſo much the 
more 7violable, and complete is the Friend- 

ſhip. 


between conjugal Relations is 
(til death make a breach;) 
moſt 3xtimate : For theſe are, 


by the Law of their Creation, 
one fleſh, Gen. 2. 23. Epheſ. 


Aquinag 


5. 28. Hence Chriſt makes uſe of this cot? 
jugal Amitie, as a ſymbolick Image, or lively: 


ſhadow of that conjugal Vniox, and Friend-! 
ſhip which is between - himſelf and his! 
Y Church, 


: Rag D "A , 
Cnion with Chyiſt. C: T0! => 
: | et 2 LIP : LS þ 
cious Sympathie,and flridAmitie betwixt two F 
ſouls, there is ſuch an intimate ##on, 'and T 


But now the union and communion: | 


a In Civil Amitze, that 
moſt entire,” and inſeparable ; 


becauſe the Union, or Unitit } 
between Man and Wife is: 


= s.6. Uni nithClhrif, 
b.5 Church, Epbeſ. 5- 32. And indeed, al other 


"J- Unions in the World, are but Meeaphors, and 


Shatlows, if, compared with this Union, 
between Chriſt. and his friends.  Henee 
therefore it neceffarily follows, that the more 
the friends of Chriſt Confirme, and Improve 
this their conjupat Union with Chriſt, the 
better 'friends to him wil they approve 
' themſelves This Ancable Union with 
Chriſt admits of a great Latitude, both of 
Kinds and Degrees, wherein the friends of 
. Chriſt ought to! make daily procedure, in 
order to the Improvement of their Armitie 
with Chriſt. 


(1..) The friends of Chriſt have a Rel4- 1-Relative 
the Unim with Chriſt, as he is their pyb= 97 


lick Repreſentattoe > Searetiie, Advocate F 
commien Head, and Hnsband. This Rela- 
tive Vnion they ought daily to- improve, in 
order to the Fuſtication of their Perſons, 
and $ anification of their” Natures, Did 
Chaiſt, as a publick perſon make himſclf 2 
Praculum, and Anathema, or Carſe for his 
friends ?' O then ! Row ſhould they make 
themſelves bleſſed in hitn ? Did he, as their 
Swretie, die for them ? Should not they 
: | then as poor Barkrapts, Live in, and uport 
4 him? Was not this Pax?s Ambition, and 

| life, Phil. 3. 9, 10? | 


(25) The Friends of Chrift have an Ab- 2 Habitual 


+} ſolnie, and pofitzor Union with Chriſt © Unionwith 


which is either Hab#nal or A#%el. 1. He En 


blend Union with Chriſt, ariſeth from c<E 
Inhabitation of the Spirit, and thoſe. Divine 
LITE CC Habits 


2. Aual 


Union. 


7. Intelle- 


Qua). ? 


_-- Oh! what Admirable, incomparable triends of | 
Chriſt might we bc, had we but more feelingg! 
clear, lively, particular, and efformative Nor 
tions, Or Ideas of Chrift in our . Undery! 


(2 .) Moral 


gular, indulgent regard to . the Spirit of 
Chrift', with Immediate, ' Abſolute, Total, 
Taceſſant Dependence on him, for al Grace. 
Doth the Spiriz of Chriſt inhabit, and take 
up his abode in the Hearts of Chriſt's 
friends ? O ! what a tender regard then 
ſhould theſe have, to fuch an Inmate 2 How 
delicately, and friendly ſhould they treat 
{uch a Gueſt? | 


'2. As for Afual Union with Chriſt, it is | 


either Intelleual, or Moral. | 
(1) TatelleFzal Union with Chriſt con- 
fiſts in thoſe glorious Ideas, or Nottons, and 


Images of Chriſt, whether Contemplative or, 


A@ive, which are impreſſed on + the mind, 
For, look: as the eye hath an Ideal Union 
with .the Sun, or any other objed@, by 
having its Image impreſſed on it ſelf; 
Jul ſo the believing. mind hath an: 
Ideal, or TatelleGual Union. with Chriſt, 
by having. the glorious Idea, or Image of 


Chriſt imprefſed on »it ſelf, as 2 Cor. 
the more real, ſpiritual; 


3- 18. Now | 
diſtin, evident, deep, afetiive, and effeciive 


Notions of Chriſt his friends have, the more 
prevalent, and efficacious wil this their men. 


tal Unien, and Friendſhip with Chrift be.] 


Bandings? . 


g 
wo 


Unionwith Ghriſt. > C. 107 | 


Habits of Grace, infuſed by him. Now: 
this Hebitzal Unioz. is umproved,: by a fin- * 


_ a my 


" LW hy 
FR... 0 » Xt 
fs 0 
Ces 
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(2.) Moral Union with Chriſt is either 2. Moral” 
Adbefive, or AﬀeGiive. 1. Adbefive Union —_— 
contitts in the Wils Contra@. with; and Ad- - oo _ 
| befionto Chriſt as its friend. | As the Mind'is © 
one withits Objeq, by the Reception of its 
| Idea, and Image, into it ſelf ; fo the Wil is 
\ | one withits obje#,. by Egreſſe, and Adbeſion 
! thereto. And, undoutedly, this moral Ad- 

- | heſion of the Wi. to Chriſt, greatly con- 

duccth to the Improvement - of » friendſhip 

os | with him. For Friendſhip, in its formal 
N:tion, implies a kind of Tndivifibiline : 

_ | Friends give up themſclves entirely each to 

1 | other, and hence they are to abide and 

©. | /ive out of themſelves, each inother : And 

1. | fo Chriſt expects the Hearts of his Friends, 

4 | ſhould be wholly for, and with him ; as he is 

y: | >-oly for, and with thern. As Chriſt abides 

cotinually_in, and with them by his Spirit 

n. | {© their is muſt abide continually in, and 

4 | with Chrifi, by tixme Adherence, as Hoſ. 3-3: 

of | Thou ſhalt not be far another man, ſo wil T alſo 

nn. | be for thee. This greatly improves friendſhip . 

od; | with Chriſti: | IF q 

ve | 2: Moral Afﬀedtive Union with Chriſt, 2; Aﬀe- 

re | conliſts in the —_— or flowing | forth © 

#- | of ſpiritual and paſſionate Aﬀections to- | 

10 © wards Chriſt, as betore Sed. 4. b And O! þ, gujcitic - 

of Y ow much doth this conduce to the ex duobus 

TAY Improvement . of Conjugal Union and 1/4# boa 

bon 4rvitie with Chriſt, . as Cant. 8. 6, 7. pony * 

ers, Set me. as a' ſeal wputt. thins heart, : 


Z | &Cc. 


T2 Cc 23 2. The 


_— . deep, ſpiritual, and ſenrfible communion with 
daily pro- Chrift z and that in al Ordinances, Duties, 


cedure in  Provideuces, and Injoyments- 
communt- Chriſt layes the Fondation, but communion | 
gives the formal Spirit, Reaſon, and Life to 
our Amitie with Chriti. 


on with 
Chriſt. 


p Perfeftio fecumda in rebus 
addit ſupra prinam : Sucut 
auters efſi & natira vel confi - 
deratsr ſecunditm primanm 't- 
feftlonem, it4 overatio ſecun- 
aum perfeftionem ſecunaan, 
Oport:t igitur in Dem reatre 
zen ſolum ſecund:.m fonlitudi- 
nem Nature, ſed (tiam ſecun- 
dum ſinulitudinem Optrativnr. 
Aquinat, contra Gent. }. 2. 
C. $6. 


Comiunion with Chriſt, C. 10; 1 
2. The friends of Chrifi ſhould aſpire 


after, and contend for a more Intimate, 


Unon with 


adaes an higher degree of 
perfection, to the firſt At, 
Habit, or Principle : So here, 
Communion with Chriſt, 
which contiſis in Divize, and 
gracions Operations , | addes 
much perfection to the firſt 
A, Habit, or Principle of 


triendſhip with Chrifi. For 


al firſt Ax, or Habits, are 
ordained for, and fo perfefted 


m, and by their ſecond 4x, or Operations : 
and as God: is in himſelf a pure; ſimple, 


cternal AQ > 


So the more our habitual 


friendſhip exerts it ſelf, by pracions Ads of 
communion with him, the more Aſfimila- 


tion to God'it partakes of, Again, mutual / 


converfation; and Freition is the main end, 


9 Delefta- 
al1emum 
eſt amicis 
conviveye. 


and therefore. the molt efſextial pays of friend- 
ſhip. 'For why do friends confederate, and 
link themſelves together, by ſuch intinwtt 
iviolable bonds of Amitie, but for more 


p As m nature, - 
the ſecond Ad, or Operation, 


Aquins 
contre. 


Genr. I, -L . | 
e103, to friends, than to converſe together, and 


complete, and uninterrupted converſation 1 
And what is more q dele&able and pleating! 


- 
injey 
_ = 
Wy 


” OO ds aA wo. dt wo. a oﬀWﬀUkn 
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T $. 6. Commuzion with Chriſt. 


3% 
iajoy each other ? Thus it is apparent, that 
communion is the end, and perfetiion of friend- 
ſhip among men. r And, we 

need no way dout, but that r 1tem, hoc videtur eſſe amici- 
according to the meſure of #'< Maxime poi, jm 


K . Can verſark cum amico * conter- 
communion with Chriſt, fuch ſatio antem bominis cum Deo 


ſhip with him. As amongtt quin.contra.Gent.l. 4. c. 22+, . 
men, frequent viſits, and fa- 

miliar converſation or communion doth 
mightily confirme, and improve Friend(hip:: 
ſo here, familiar converſation, and cammus- 
#ion with Chriſt, is very efficacious for the 
Improvement of Friend{hip with him. Shi- 
neſſes, Diſtances, and Eſtrangements are the 
gamgrene of civil, but much more of Divine 
triendſhip. Alas ! the friends of Chriſt 
neither Think,, nor Aﬀed, nor Talk, nor 
Af, nor Live as ſuch, longer than they 
Think, Aﬀed&, Converſe,and Live with Chrift. 
Al we mind, ſay, or do without this, comes 
to Nothing. Whatever conduceth not to 
the Iyjoyment of Chriſt, is but. loſt : The 
Life, Work, and Buſines of a. friend of 
Chriſt, contilis in converſation with Chrili. 
Al we do without this, even in the higheſt 
Duties of Religion, is but a loitering, dream- 
ang, ſleepy Formalitie. Neither may the 
Friends of Chriſt expect, that he wil walk 
with them-in waies of CondudF, Grace, Peace, 


_ and Comfort  unleſſe they walk with bim, 


;n wales of Communion : Yea, isnat this 
the Suburbs of the celeſtial Fermſulem, the 
entrance into gur eternal Reti ? And may 

: | Cc 3 2 
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w , 


we expect a complete Heaven hereafter, if we 


' are unwilling to begin our Heaven here ? Is 


not. communion with Chriſt the richeſt, 
ſweeteſt, nobleft, beſt, and moſt ſatisfying 
Lite? Have the friends of Chriſt ever more 
Strength, Warmth, Peace, and Comfort, than 
when they are neareſt unto Chrilt ? Doth not 
the Health, vigor, and exerciccs of the New 
creature, depend wholly, on the fouPs abiding 
in Chriſt, and his abiding in the foul, by 
daily mutual communion, as Foh. 15. 5? 
What 1s it that brings the friends of Chriſt 
into a ſtate of Divine Amplitude, or Libcr- 
tie 3 but Intimate communion with Chriſt, 
as their friend ? Whence ſprings the Firmi- 


2ude, Stabilitie, and Harmonie of Grace; but 


from continual, wnzuterrapted Dependence on, 
and converſation with Chriſt, the Fountain of 
al Grace 2 Do the Fricnds of Chriſt ever 
ſhine with a more viſible Lnftre, and glorie? 


-Are their Graces ever more Tluftrionus, and 


beautiful, than when they have been with 
Chriſt on the Mount ? Was it eyer known, 
that the friends of Chriſt came to viſit him, 


and 'retarned emtic-handed ? Doth not. 
Chriſt alwaies follow his fricuds, with freſh 


communications of 'Grace; and Peace, when 
they follow him-by AGs of Faith, and Love, 


. with other parts of communion ? How then 
- comes it to paſſe, that the tricnds of * Chrilt || 
. are ſo much ſtrangers to him'? Alas! what | 
- can ſupport you in'a day. of trouble,” but | 
the companie of *Chriſt your friend ? And F 
. can yotr expe his Graczonr, and' comfortable : 
2, Sec preſence, 


Communion with Chriſt. C. 1c. '1 
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Fo 4A ww Q ww ,.”. ww wh, v4, m. = moe, .d —{___ Rs IE _—_ ; 


Q 0 Fy , z 


| 8.6. Communion with Chriſt. 
preſence in evil daes, if you wil not walk 
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and converſe with him, mn your good daies ? 


If Chriſt cannot have your hearts , and 


companie in Canaan, may you not juſtly 


expect, that he bring you again 'into a 


Wildernes ? Believe it, it you are real 
friends. of Chriſt, he muft, and wil have 
your companie, hr{t or laſt : If he cannot 
have your hearts in the fulnes, and abun- 
dance of al things, he wil have them under 
the want of althings: if his Gracious, and 
ſweet Viſitations wil not allure you, his bit- 
ter, and ſevere Viſitations {hall drive you to 
him. O then follow Chriſt, while in waics 


- 
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of mercie : draw near to him, walk with x,eayor 
him, day by day, in waies- of Communion 5 after com- 
and then dout not, but he wil walk with municn 


you, in waties of Grace, and Comfort: keep 


clole to him in al Times, Conditions, and 
States, and he wil keep cloſe to you. 


with 
Chrift. 


( 1. ) Maintain daily communion with r. In al 
Chriſt in al Dates and exercices of Religion. Religious 


None live up to their Dignitie, and Dutze, 
as friends of Chriſt, but ſuch as eye, and 
enjoy him in theix Religions Duties and Ex- 
ercices, whether private or publick. It's 
good to be much in duties but it is better 
to be much with Chriſt in dutics. Religious 
duties, and Ordinances, they are Chriſts 
Galleries, wherein he is held, ( Cant. 7. 5. ) 


S by his friends , that draw nigh to him 
$ fhercin : but as for mere formal, legal Du- 


ties, wherein Chriſt is not minded, they are 
the Devils Galleries , wherein he is held. 
Cc 4 O! 


Duties and 
Ordinan- 


CES. 


- O! if ever you would be found to be real, 
and faithful friends of Chriſt, be ſure you 
fatishe not your (elves with duties done, 
unleſfe you meet, and enjoy Chriſt therein. 

2. fo al ( 2 ) Uf you would fulfil, and walk up 
Providen- to your Relation, and Dignity as friends 
tial occur- of Chriſt, then maintain communion with 
rencit* him in al Providential Occurrences, whether 
Conſolative or Aﬀlittive, ſmiling or frowning, 
Remember, that God's Providences are oft 
a good Comment on. his Promiſes : his 
Works frequently expound and explain his 
Word unto us : and therefore his friends, 
at leaſt ſuch as are wiſe, wil underſtand the 
fame; as alſo the loving kindnes of God 
| Pfal. 1075, ſhining therein, as Pſa). 107. 43+ Whoſo is 
b 43- wiſe and wil obſerve thoſe things; ' even thty 
= ſhal underſtand the loving kindnefl of the 


Works of Gods Providence ; which his wiſer 


Chriſt, when Providence '{miles on them, 
their hearts ſhould be thereby allured 'to 
him : it ſufficeth not them, to' inzoy* mer- 
cies from Chriſt , unlefſe they can injoy 
Chrift in their mercies.» And then for af 
it meet to withdraw comforts from them, 
they muſt ſee it their 'dutie, and endeavor 
to-make it their prattice, to withdraw their 
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Lord, He had diſcourſed- here of the. 
friends would obſerve. ' The fricnds of 


fliive, frowning Providenees ; if Chriſt ſees. 


Hearts from thoſe comforts; The lkfle | 
they injoy of the creature, the more they } 
ſhould injoy' of - Chriſt, in' al his affliQive ! 
Viſttations.” A great part of our commu! 
___ | RE. >. non 


. . 
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nion with Chriſt, conſiſts in the fellowſhip 
of his Croſſe : aud none uſually prove 
more loyal friends of Chriſt, than ſuch 
as have got the Art and skil of commu» 
nion with him on the Crofſe, As Chriſt 
was moſt exalted in Spirit, when crucified 
in the fleſh ; ſo the friends of Chriſt ſhould 
endeavor conformitie to him herein, 
To live a ſublime, high, elevated lite of faith, 


in their loweſt conditions. As an humble, 
ſelf-abaſing Spirit greatly adornes an high 


condition; {0 an exalted, ſublime, high Spi- 
rit, or life of faith , greatly adornes a 
low , afflified condition in the friends of 
Chriſt. 


 ( 3+ » The Friends of Chriſt ſhould make 3+ In cre 


it their work to injoy Chriſt, in al crea- 


ture-comforts, Inferior Relations, and Tzjoy- jgericg 
ments. Chriſt alone muſt be the matter of goos. + 


their Fruition and S 2tisfaFion ; and al other 
things matter of #ſe ſubſervient to Chriſt. 
Nothing is good, farther than ir comes 
from Chriſts heart, and draws our hearts 


to him. O! what rich, and delicious lives, 


might the friends of Chriſt lead , would 
they but eye, and mjoy Chriſt in al their 
Creature-Comforts ? I have known one. and 
indeed a great friend of Chriſt, who, I 
verily believe, .injoyed more of Chrift, and 
his Gracious preſence, in his Civil Employ- 
ments, and Creatwre-injoyments, than many 


| Cyca, may I not ſay than moſt ) Chrifii- 


ans do, in their moſt ſpiritual duties and 


Prdinances.” O ! What might we injoy of 


Carift, 
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Chriſt, in the viſible Book of Nature ', and 
Creature-Comforts , had we but ſpiritual 
hearts ? ps 
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The Friends of Chriſt mult mike it their main 
Studic, and Endeavor , to give al the con- 
tent, that may be, to Chriſt. 


7: -——"_ 7 TY Friends of Chrift ſhonld ' make it 
Ch} al their main, yea only Studie , and En- 
the contem deavor to give Chriſt al the Content that may 
rhat may be, This is another great Admonition, and 
be. Advice for the Friends of Chriſt, ſuch as af- 
# pw bas fect tO live up tothear Relztion, and Dig- 
4 £4 Ly >. _ A _ ® 

a»0d «/inay #tiee f For certainly, none Af, and Live, 
Amicus and deport themſelves as the friends _ of 
corfi-ras:ury, Chriſt, but ſuch: as ſtudie , and endeavor 
"<p 5)*7 to content, and pleaſe him. Diſguſtful, 
tur: 4nj. 3nd diſpleaſing Carriages , ev:n among 
citia ceim equals, are very much #xbecommng , yea, 


eff:rſe :o1- ſometimes deſtrufve to Friendſhip : But. 


063mm how much more unbe{ceming the friends 
' Aquinas 


con.Gent. "9+ amp ; 
I. 4. c. 21. are all diſgniful, or ingratefwt deportments 


towards Chriſt ? Is there any thing more 
becoming the friends of Chrift, than this, 


' that they ftudioully indeavor., by al means 
, Ppollible, :to pleaſe and content fo good a * 
trend 2 This implics:theſe __ * ]. 


\ o 


of Chriſt, who- are ſo far inferior to him, 


Fa.) Jy _ OO 


Lo 
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I. The friends of Chrift muſt do nothing that 1; Chriit's 
may be diſeuſtful, aud diſpleaſing to Chriſt, — 
or .his Spirit, they muſt not grieve either ,,hjn 
oae or tother : For if the Spirit of Chri# that may 
be grieved, he himſelf is alſa grieved. So grieve 
Eſa. 63. 10. But they rebelled, and vexed his _ A 
holy Spirit : therefore he was turned to be their * Wa” 
Ly Spar Dera 
encmie, and he fouzht againſt them. So far 
| a3 men vexe the Spirit of Chriſt, ſo far 
they vexe him, and of a friend make him . 
ticir enemie, Thence Epheſ. 4. 30. Ang 
grieve not the holy Spirit of God, &c. It the 
friends of Chriſt can be ſo kind, as to »: 
grieve his Spirit , they muſt expect that 
Chriſt wil. be ſo juſt, and faithful, as not 
to paſſe by ſuch «nkzndncſſes, without grief 
from them. Now Chriſt and his Spirit are 
grieved, and diſplcaſed. | | 
(1. ) By Viſible Relapſes into grofſer ſins ©: —_ 
or ſecret Tadulgences in leſſer fins. For, Mer "5 
look as zatural gricf arifeth from the prec- ſecrer In- 
ſence of any repugnant, or diſplealing ob> dulgences, 
\ | jc#5 fo, proportionably, Chriſt, and his | 
| Spirit are grieved, at the preſence. of any 
: prevalent fin, or Iſer lin approved of. Pri- 
: vate Dalliances with any darling luſts ; yea, 
- | ſnal omiſſions of known Duties, if allowed 
g of, and /ivedin, are great griefr to Chrilt, 
& |} 2nd his Spiriz. And the bctrer friend 
+ | Chriſt has been. to any of us, the more he 
= LI | Mes at the leaſt Dalizzuces with, or 
43 Inaulgences in' in, either of omiſſion or com- 
4 i miſſion. | ; e 'B 
s }_ (2+) By Secret Backſlidiags of Heart, or wy i 
” i | WE ” Aoatements, flidings. 


Weber wad 


os 
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are exceding. grievous to Chriſt and his Spiri: 
nes > ThePhyſician tels us, That al grief in the 
ſolutions bodice, procedes from the ſolution of .the con- 
continui, tinuum : If any bone be out of its place, 
River. or any member rewt from the bodice, this 
+7 cannot but cauſe grict in the Head , 
here 3 the Backſhding heart 15 out of joint ; 

it has left it's place 3 and therctfore this 


cannot but greatly grieve Chriſt. Thence. 
we tind Chrilt ſadly. complaining, of back; | 
ſliding Iſrael, Jer. 2. 2. I remember thee, the | 


Jer. x. a kindues of thy youth, the Love of thine 


cſpouſals————5. What Iniquity vave your Fa 
thers found in me. that they are gonefar from 
me, &c? Oh! this grieves Chriſt to the 


hcart, it makes him fetch many a deep ſigh, 


and groan, to ſpeak in the Scripture phraſe, 
that thoſe who have entred into a Covenant 
of Conjugal Amitie with him, ſhould turne 


alide from him to 1d»l-lovers. So Joh 6.67, 
Jebn 6.67. Then ſaid Feſus to the twelve, wil ye alſo.go 


away ? Chriſt, having made a ſublime Ser 


- 


mon, touching ſpiritual Mandacation, Qt; 


the eating hu fliſh, and drinking by bloud, 


theſe were but exigzmes, or bard ſayings 0. 


the carnal Jews 3 they could not bear ſuch 


Spiritual Myſterious Doctrine 3 * and there | 
tore they turned their Backs on Chirik,: 
and bid him Adiexz. Yea, ſome of his true: 
D fciples begin to ſhrink , and helitate. 
Whcretore Cariſt turnes ſhort upon ther 
\ wita this ſharpe rebuke , Wil ye- alſo of 
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and whole Bodic. ” ais holdeth moſt true 
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away ? What? Ye my friends, who have 
e entred into a Covenant of friendſhip with 
- me, and have received from me ſuch 1ig- 


Y nal Margnzes of Love, H'nor,-and Favor , who 
$ heve had ſuch particular Regards, and Ir- ; 
, dulgerees from me ; Wil ye now leave me ? - 
& | .Oh! this breaks mine heart, I cannot 
3 | bear fo great unkindneſfes: Who would 
is | ever have imagined, that you, my friends, 


e. would have dealt fo unkindly with me ? 
F | True indeed, I never expedted other uſage 
he |} from yond croud of carnal friends : are 
je | rhey gone? fartwel tothem : 7 mind them, 
+} as little as they mind me: they cannot be 
mm more weary of me, than I am weary of 
ne | thern, by reaſon of their Unbelicf. Bur 
h,} oh! as for you, my friends, who have pro- 
ſe, | feſſed fo much Friendſhip to me, and re- 
my ceived ſich high marques of friendſhip from 
ne 4 me, it wil deeply wound mine heart, if ye - 
7 go away. 
Lo 2, It we would give content to Chriſt, 2. Chrii*s* 
ct we muſt endezvor to grow up more and mnre *"c - 
af zo the Reſſembtlince, and Image of Chrift. as "wa 
"The more hke we are to Chriſt , the more by erow.ng 
entent he takes in us. Every one delights up more , 
in the Reflexions of his own Image. God !nto his 
and Chrift take complacexce in nothing, but image: 
their own Infinite ne » and the ff- 
nite -emanations, and Reflexions of the ſame 
Glorious Image, m their friends. Chriſt has 
My a tove of Benevolence, and Goodwit for al 
J the Ele&; but his love of Complarence, and 
4} delight terminates no where, but on the 
x; Þ | : Saints, 
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Saints, his regenerated friends- And- the 
more any friend of Chrift partakcs of his 
Image.the morc delight Chriſt takes in him. 
There is nothing in the world ſo beaxtiful, 
and glorious as Grace 3 and therefore no- 
thing can give Chriſt more content, 


ous muſt 3, Chriſt is moſt contented , and pleaſed,, 
Chrig, by Per ſelf 3s maſt diſcontented, and diſpleaſed. 


diſplcalirg AS when Self is gratificd , Chriſt is moſt 
Self. difguited , {o the more we diſguſt, yea, ab-' 
jure and abandou Self , whether Natural, 
Moral, or Religious Self, the more we gra- 
tifie, and pleaſe Chriſt. Ang the rcalon is 
evident"; becauſe Chriſt has not any Enc- 
mie more diametricly oppolite, than. Proud 
Self, Self-Wiſdoms, Self=conceits, Self-bumors, 
Self-wil, Self-intereſts, Sclf=forces,  Self=righ- 
teonſneſſes,and. other Self-ſufficiencies. Where- 
fore the Rexunciation, and Abnegation Of, 
this Moaſtrows Idol, Self, muſt needs be moſt, 
content{ome, and pleating to Chritt. | 
4-Flexibi= 4. Flexibilitie towards Chriſt, his Soverain 


Ir1e to- Wil and Grace, grves moit content to hims., 
wards | 


Chis 7 It is made a main Proprictie of Friendſhip,,” 
contents 70 conſent.to our friend in thoſe things that be 
him moſt. ils, Now the Wil of Chrift is explica-,' 


n AMT ted. to us in his Precepts, Promiſes, and Pro; 
propri.m eſt 
conſ ntare 


| anico i+ veled, legiſlative Wil > which is the rule, ok; 


bzs, que OUT Doing, and Believing : the latter, namely. | 
os. his Providential Wil, declares to us, whaty! 
JP: God has decreed by his ſecret Wil and (o,,! 


contra 


Gent. 1. 4. gives us matter 'of ſubmiſſion , and ſuffe-1 
C. 32. ring. Now the Hearts of Chriſts friends, 
| ; ſhould 


—_ a. 


vidences : the two firſt exprefle to us bis res... 


"0 ba 


QI 


Om 
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ſhould - be flexible to: al theſe his Wik. 
That iron finew 'Which is in proud wil muſt 
be ' broken, that ſo. it may fal in +picces; 
yea, lie in the Daft at Chriſt's feetz as it 
was with Abraham, Eſa. 41. 2. Called bim 
to his foot, &c. His wil- was ſo flexible, as 


| that at lay level with the Wil and. Provi- 


dence of God, Our. Wils naturally are 
Adamantine, flintie, and hard : and Chriſt 


has ' not . a prouder enemie out-of H:], than- 


an obdurate zaflexible Wil. Grace alone 
makes the Wil flexible. The' friends of 
Chriſt - ſhould be wxflexible-, and ſtiffe 


againſt al the blandifſements, and Allure- 


ments: of Idol-friends.z: but very flexible and 
pliable towards Chrift, his Jil, and. Spirit of 


\Gracte | | 


C 1- ). The friends of Chriſt ought to be 
exceding flexible towards the Soverain Wil. 


and Pleaſure of Chriſt either Preceptive Or 


Providential. Open or ſecret Repugnances, 


' and Rebellions againſt Chriſt's Wil of Pre- 


cept as alſo froward v:xations Humors, or 
pettiſh, diſcontented ' marmurs againſt his 
Wil of Providence, are very diſgufiful and 


$ dilpleaſing unto. Chrift. Chriſt's friends 


are tiled, 1 Pet. (1. 14. Texre Uaoxo, 


" | Childrex of obedience, or ſuch as: have an 


ear to' hear, when ever, or where ever Chriſt 


has- a mouth to ſpeak, cither by. Word, or 


«} Providexce 3. an, obedient flexible. car,” and 
v1 heart... Oppolite..to theſe are, Colol. 3. 6> 
* |} Children of Diſobedience. vt3 This dnhdvias, 
7} 7-6:ifuch children as:have infeaſible, inflexi-. 


le 
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1. Towards 
Chris 
wil of Pre- 
cept and 
Prov:- 


dence. * 


1 Pet, 1.14 


Give-4} Content toChrift. | C, 10,” | 
ble ears, or fleffe, hard, diſobedient hearts, 
that cannot. complic witty Chriſt's Soverain 
Wil of Precept, and Providence. 

( 2. ) Chritt's friends muſt be very flex- 
ible towards his Promiſes, Termes, and Spirit 


wy of of Graces Chriſt vouchſafeth his friends 


Chritt. ie and Endegoor after the greeret Fr 


many ſecret, ſweet Inſpirations, and Gras 
cions Movements of the Spirit 3 for. the re« 
ception and Improvement whereof , they 
ought to have very flexible Spirits, They 
ought to: be very obſequions to the Spirit's 
Motions : As their hearts ſhould be very 
flexible to the Fords of Chriſt, fo alſo to' 
the Works of. his Spirits It's good firiking 
whiles the Iron is hot, and failing whiles 
the Wind blowes : the Spiriz, faith Chriſt; 
blows where he lifts. When ' the Spirit of 
Grace inſpires or breathes in pious Motions 
the heart muſt reſpire, or breathe back pious 
Aﬀettions towards Chriſt, The friends-of 
Chriſt ſhould obey the Gracious Inſpirations 
of the Spirit, as God himſelf. » © Theſe 
© Tvuſpirations axe ( ſaith a devote Papiſt ) 
* thole Attrafions, Movements, Reproches,' 
© Interior Remorſes, and Illuminations ; which 
* God workes in us, preventing our heart | 
© by his Benedictions 3 to . the End that he I 
© may awaken , excite, and draw us unto 
* Virtues ,, and good Refolutionss Now 
theſe the hearts of Chriſt's friends muſt be ye 
ry flexible unto, if they wil: concent Chrifts / 
To reſift Chriſt's Spirit provokes hins much: ; 
5- Such as wil content Chriſt, ' muſt flu ] 


( 
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1 Ing 16.2. be Civil, _— one” 
Que. 


S. 7. } Giveal Content fo Chrft. © 
and Loyaltie thrwards bim, eſpecially in diffi= 
cult timer. Fidelitie is an eſſential part, yea 
the Spirit and foul of Amitic. *We ought 
© ( faith the ſerious 'Fanſeniſt ) to findie fi- 95. res. 
* delitie in abc leaſt occurrences 3- as a ve —— _ 
© ritable friend, who is more wourtded in 
© his 'Own heer: , by the leaſt Infidglitie 
© which he commits, than his friend againſt 
* home he commits it, 15 wounded. - An 
anfaithful friend gives Chriſt no better cons 
tent, than an open exemit. = 
6. Frequent Addreſſes, and Apvlications 6. Fre. 
zo Chriſt for Grace, and Condud, give mich quent 
eontent' to him. As Abſences, Diſtances; and Addrſt 
Eſtrangements from Criſt greatly diſpleaſe "__ 
him fo daily Syppli-2:3 us to, Dependenceg 
on, and Converſer with him, 'are hugely 
pleaſing to him: None pleaſe him beecer) 
than they who are moſt humbly confident, 
and bold with him for Grace: | \p en f Shjrce 
is a great enemie t0 Amitie, and "Mgartore Amor. Spa 
very d;ſpuftful to Chriſt. ' gi cÞ 2 os 
7. The Friends: of Chriſt muſt be very vil; 7- Civilit 
#nd reſpetive towards him * they muſt 'perd an - d re 
forme al Ackrowlgements, Reſpetts ; and om _ 
+ a of friendſhip, which ate due to 
hrift: Civitztte'ts the performance of” teſt 
Ceremonier, ant Reſpets which are duc. And 
certainly; if Raedehts, and Inctvilitie be-a fin 
m any; itis ithe "friends of Chriſt,” who 
pive nor. their beſt-Reſpets to Chritt, who 
molt deſerves, and therefore; may wel EX* 
dedt' them: Without dout, the: et breed- 
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our. beſt. friexd. And- the more friendly. 
Chriſt 1s to any, the more unkindly -he 
takes al Incivilitiesr, and difreſpetis towards 
* © himſelf. And thisis, to me, a great Ob- 
ſervation,: That the leaſt diſreſpeGs or unking- 
acſſes, which Chrijt receives from his pceuliar 
 Caonfidents, and friends, eſpecially, ſuch as 
have received great marques of favor from 
bim ,, are more diſpleaſing to bim, thay gret 
provo:ations of other Profeſſors, who never, 
recezved ſo great kindneſſes . from Chrift., O! 
Would: the friends -of 'Chriſt but walk, in 
waies .wel-pleafing to him , how pleafi 
; would al his wazes be- unto them ? oleh 
- they but. make it their, buſines, to. content, 
and. pleaſe him, what could diſcantext, and ' 
diſpleaſe them ? Would not al Duties, Mer- |} 
ces, AﬀttFions, yea, the whole Creation be * 
leaſing, and ſerviceable to them? If our }. © 
\ 
C 


ord be. pleaſed, what need we care who | 
be difpleaſed 2 If he be a friend, what mat> | 


ter is it, who be our excemie ? It he ſiiles, | 
. Jet the-whole world frowy,. it matters not. r 
 Qa .! Were our waijes but. obedient, and Y 
complacential unto . Chriltt , how graciaus, | 2 
bow ſweet, how _ 7»fluential, .how complacen-, | 


t:2l would his waics towards us be? Conld | © 

we bat keep cloſe to: him. in. his waics..ok | 
| Qutie, how cloſe would: he keep to us. in } 7 
a ' our waies of ſaffering ? | But alas ! alas+ th 
zere lies the worme of al our comforts, the | YE 
fs of al our ſuffering”, we give -not. } 7 
Chriſi, our beſt friend, that -contexe which, | 2 
\<x- SB dvetobim and therefore *tis no: "Wear ; 
a | | er, 
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der, we find: No-more : earch i Kutter, or 
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:'r hire 
7 be Friends f Chri as take: of, al Abcir \con- 
 4ent in Chriſt 5 492-45 the xt Spring, of 
Grace," aud; atſ);. 25 the adfquara gbject 
10 their Beatin” L114 aig 2:0 
(171; £1 2803 
8. O Ur next. y 3 aple' My wand: Advice I Aon 
y 0 the Ercads of -Ghxilly,: pHonden to the friends 
their kving, up-tothe Dignitie ati their. Re of Chritt 
lation, js, That they. takg: al their 1911ent 5 _ _ 
Chrigts This_indeed, ys the!7op of. -Amitie __ —_— 
with Chriſt, and that. whiah: bas ap efſential Morives * 
connexion with, yea, ſeems a mainhemeltor therero. 
the forgoing Advices; ;Bor,, according mo the 
meſure. of content we rake. in Chriſt, na veep.le.3 
meſure, of . content: we give uuta. Him" The 
Friends of Chriſtnever'give: mgre contente-, 
ment to Chili; than when they. ,take al. 
contentement.jn hint: They muſt: be content 
with Chritt alone ; yea, in port. of. Beati=- 
zude,; make hin their Great At ,' or elſe 
they wil not -give.contenit, to hi”; no-nor 
yet noto zbemſelves.;. For | this Divine Art, 
of- findin 24 alcontentement in -Ghri;; is not 
morethe Dytie; than the Privilege, Dignicie, 
Perfeftion , and Felicizie. of thertriends: of. 
ut; K.is the Parent Interef; of: the 
2 triends 


4©4 Take\d Canders. in Ehgeſff; Cz19. | 


{riends:of Chriſt, to make him their | alone 
Wiſdome, Forces, "Riches, Dignities, Pleaſures, 
Peace, Libertie, Life, Self, and Al. Ya, 
= we not ſay, that Chrift js, and ought 
xe the mary of his friends Heaven ? A 

kth weight of Amitie, and Confidence, laid 
upon creature-frientF, -wil ſoon break their 
back, and turn them into Idols, and broken 
males: "Nbne.cah bear, and therefore none 
ought *6 have the: main Poxdies, or weight 
of out Friendſhip, and Confidence, but Chrilt. 
Our main Errand into this world, is'but 
this 1 Wn fum, to give al content to Chrif, and 
dake at. conithat rk ar 087 beſt frighd'\, it 
our Aﬀecious: were more extenſive, t La 
= che AﬀeQions of al the Angels, united in | 
_ one 5 yer” were they: 4};" yea, -infinitely 

- more than a} cheſe, due to Chrilt. Other 
friends, in themſelves; deferving, if cortipas 

_ red with Chrif,- deſerve #otbing of our {pi= 

| ritually; eoHju at Amaities! This made ' the 
Plal.33 25. Pſalmrilt crie out, . Pat. 93-'2g: Whont Þiewt 
F in Heapen Bur- thee ? and*vhtre-is one ws 

on earth, - that -1- tdefire * beſides" thee. . This 

good thah-! had -many-'friends. in Heaves, 

hom: he loved wel: there "were" his Fas. 

thers, Abraham, Iſaac, ind Facth, &&&: who! 

he could: not _ preatly eftime; "arill Joes 

yer al theſe ,*if compared' with Chiift 

WEFe wobing + brow had: ſorne- 1 regaf f | 

then 3 yea took nor" hrs man content} 

chem: 'in this -regar he cries ont; "hot , 

bave I in Heater + but thee ? ' $0 alſo" fot. 


bis friends on " he had without 1] 
OO coup 
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dout- many whom he. much. velued 3; per=" 
haps Wife, and Ghildren, ran Farengs, who- 
were dear to. him : ay, but if they. £Qme,. 
into- Compare with. Chriſt, he counts them, 
not -worth the.-naming : he bids Adicx to. 
al earthly friends , Ps Out,, pd. there: 
is none upon earth that I deſare- beſides thee. 
As if he had: ſaid: Lord, E profeile, I 

can take my main content in . none,.. bye 
thy ſelf : I thou take away al mine other 
triends from me, and give thy ſelf toi me, 
1 count loſe nothing of mine efſential fe- 
lcitie: if I loſe al Aa friends; and. gain 


thy ſelf , I adjudge it an happie lofſe. 


Give thy (&1f, and take alelſe, I amcon- 
tent: TI may "ſeem .miſerable, but I cannot 
be {o3 Ln 20k thou art mize 41: , the m— 
ohje of my contentement, in. whom I taks 
5. lm; 7: 8. and ſatisfaction. Al 
things without thee are nothing z thou thy 
{elf without althings, or any thing elſe, art 


enough to me.  T us this great friend of 


Chriſt ſolaced,, and. coxtented himſelf with 
God in Chriſt alone. And Oh! of what 
infinite moment and concernement is ity 
to the Friends of Chriſt, to, content theme 
{clves with him aloas ? > What arc other 
contentements under Heaven , , but xight» 


ſhadows, ſickedreans, childiſh poy es , pleaſongg 
Fables, pemd Metapbors frdts, Idbls, . faie 
nathings, yea, 4 Fs Et, ours, _ wn 
and ah forges over with, y4iz comp 


.ceits 7 Can, the heart therefor And an 
eaſie logemens... ar bY any thing 


below 


47 a at & 4 wy don” RY \ An C- by b. | 
ACE | Takecdl Conttnt'fs Bit CG I'O. 
below Chriſt? Qught nar, He50 be the Root, 
ie” Flour, ant; J of al our de- 
light arid F$atizfaGion? Is hot every fquint-eye, 


and” 20p; the" Flour, and Si 


every obIrgilg Regard to this 1dulterons Tdol- 
wor Hl ſpivitigel Fornication,AS Fam-4+4 ? Doth 


not” our Lord tcl us, Mat.'5. 28, 29- he that 


cafteth *a Inftf! look; or regard on a Wo- 


ran,” commits: Adulterie ? Muſt not then - 
Every. wanton glance, 'on' arly Idol friends, 


for the "fication of our hearts, be re- 
puted®?fiririial Adulteris ? And is it not 
mfinite unkindnes for the friends of Chriſt, 
who are” his'by conjuegal cantradt, to expe 


content \in ahy other- lovers  . Doth the 


World,” of Idol-friexds, 'deſcrve your hearts, 
better -than Chriſt © your 'Husband 7 What 
can content you; in 4 day of © viſitation, and 
Jeath which cannot betary Nve this 'your 
friend 2*'Wil' not” contenternent in this 
your 'Hzband, make you find” contente- 
inent '3n very: croſſe and road ? Is there 
nota time” comirig; when nothing” wil, or 
carr content your hearts, but the favor of 
this your friend ?: Yea, is he not content 


with you-?*Doth any thing in” the world 


pleaſe, 'and content him fo much, as the 
bearts, and companie of his friends? And wil 
younot be coritent withhir ?- Is he whcly, 
and -extirely*tor you; arid wil you not be 
wholy, 


and* entirely for him? Have yaut 3 


your hearts,-than Chriſt? Can you expe tb 


Þetter friend in the World, more able, and . | 
willing, to*ſupport,” feed, comfort, and - content 


mend youy' choice, 'ox þerter your contente- | 
2 I —_- 
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$.S. Take ol Content in Chriſt. 


ment by exchange ? You have long hunted 
for content among, the creatures 3 but did 
you cverhud it there? Is there any thing 
but bloud to be drawen from thoſe Breaſts ? 
Do you not feed on Aſhes, as Eſaes 44. 20. 
IWind, Vapor, Froth, and Smoke, {0 long as 
you feed on creature-contents ? Is it not an 


| #znoble, diſhonorable thing, to prefer epe- 


pleaſing contents, before the Intinite ſrreets, 
and ſatisfaGions that are in Chritt ? Again, 
doth it not argue great Diſl»yaltie, and Dif 


| ingeauitie towards Chrilt, to cxpect con- 


tentement from any thing belides+ himſelf ? 
Is it not diſloyal, yea indecent for the JYife 
to expe, content, from any but her Hwſ- 
baxd ? Doth not this provoke Chritt, your 
Husband, to extreme Felowfie ? Has Chriſt 
given you any Juſt cauſe for luch uſage ? 
It you grow indifferent towards Chrili, may 
you not expe& that he alſo grow indifferent 
towards you ? It his Beautie, Goodnes, Ami- 
ablenes, and Suavities wil not draw your 
hearts, to take al your contentment in Chriſt, 
What may you expcq, but that his rods 

rive you, from your 1dol-Jovers, to him- 
{clf? Such of Chriſt's friends, as wil not 
take up their contenf in and with Chriſt, 
m the Abundapce of al things, how jaftly, 
how kindly doth Chriſt deal with them, 
when he tirips them of al other Lovers, 
hereby to gain their hearts wholly to him- 
elt * ; | 


Dd 4 But 


A 


408 _ 
| But to ſpeak alittle diſtindly. to the man- 
ner, how-the friends of Chriſt muſt content 
themſelves, in, and with Chriſt alane. | 
1- The Friends of Chriſt muſt content 
themſelves in him alone, as the firſt principle 
of their ſpiritual Life, the commun Head, and ' 


Dirc&ions, 
How the 
friends of 
Chriſt 
muſt con- 
tent them- 
felves in 
Chriſt 
alone. 

7. As the 
ſpring of 
al Grace. 


2. Acthe 


matier of 


Root of al Grace. Al veins of carnal confi- 
dence, and ſelf-dependence muſt be abandoned, 
There muſt be an Univerſal, Abſolute, Im- 
mediate, total, and particular Dependence on 
Chriſt, for al Grzce, both Habitual and 
Adnal , Fuſlifying and SanGtifying > Pre- 
venting, Dvickening, Confirming, Enlarging, 


Sin-mortifying, World- crucifying, and ſoul- | 
transforming Grace. Chritt muſt be al 1n alas 


to Grace. But of this before, Sec. 3- 


2, The fricnds of Chriſt, muſt content | 
_ themſelves in and with him, as the matter 


Ly 


of their Felicitic, and Beatituae. | 
1.) They muſt repard, affet, and injuy 
Chriſt for himſelf. For, whatever we content 


our felves in, and with, as the matter 'of our. 


FHappines, that we eye, loves and 21Joy for 7 


ſelf. If we'do not regard, and love 1t fot 


it ſelf, we do not make it the matter of 
our contentement, but that' other thing, tot 
which we regard, and adbere toit. A rati- 


onal Being, inuch more the friends of Chritt, 
may love, and izjoy nothing for 3t ſelf, but. 
Ged in Chriſt, who is the alone objec of theit,' 
contentement. The friends of Chriſt ſhould, ' 
have their hearts rent from al Reflextors on,or, | 
Regards to themſelves, and althings oye for | 
* 4 8 | 4 thems> 


at 
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> 


themſelves, that ſo.they may Jove, and injuy.-” 
nothing but God in Chriſt for himſelf : Aud; 

hence it wil follow, that by how much the. 

more they forget, yea loſe themſelves, and 

injoy Chriſt fer himſelf 3 by ſo much the 

more true content wil they ind. O ! what 

an admirable piece of Divine contextment 1s 

this, to find al falnes in Chritt, by being 

emtied of our ſelves 3 al riches in Chriſt, by 

the relizquiſhment of al for him 3 al contente- 

ments in Chriſt, by diſcontenting our ves? 

Chriſt wil have his friends . to affe&, an 

rejoyce in nothing but himſelf, as the objed. 

ot their ſupreme content. And certainly, 

1ts the Intereſt of Chriſt's friends, to love, 

and 3ajoy. nothing for itſelf, but God in 

Chriſt. That is aperverſe, crooked, inordi- 

nate, adulterous Love > which takes more. - 
content in the Rizgs, and Love-tokens, than 

in the Lover. To take Chriſi only for fome 

inferior Goods, that flow from him, without 

regard to thoſe ſaperior Goods. that are in 
himſelf, alas ! what is it but to make 

Chriſt ſerve a turne only, and then bid fare- To love 
wel to him ? q . It's true, Chriſt allows his Gog 6.7 
friends to have an eye to, and AfﬀeJion for himſclfas 
his Bexefizs : But how? notfor themlelyes, the lf 
as the only Reaſon, and bottome of their ow oy 
Loye; but as Motives and Means conducing raging 
to the Injoyment of himfelt 3 who is the mts as 


 InCements 


and motives to love him, may ſtand wel together : as a child loveth 
bis Mother, becauſe ſhe is his Mother ; and he loveth her alſo for 


6 adequate 


% 
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* 4 
ns m Chrilt, as the matter of our Happines, we th 


Good, and Muſt intend, affet}, and injoy him as the moſt' | int 


| ſo rhe chief rniverſat, 
marter of 


Frm:s.4 


- would fain  hnd contentement IN. 


- *» nothing properly. is, or may be the objea of 


#ſe the Creatures, as m 


*S 


rake Content ti Chriſt. fe; ro2 


adequate objett, © or matter of al contenr.* 
Chriſt's friends 'may retain” ſome room in, 1H 
their hearts for his 4irexndents, and Benefits; | : 
Provided, tHat it be in ſubordination to him- | C 
felt; they"mult alwaies love and delight -in; | 
the Brifegrodm himſelf, more than in, hjs #lp 
Gifts. "His comforts are ſweet; but himſelf. |} W 
ought to be' ſweeter to his friends 3 who | 
may not 2:re upon his love, or any thing* | ta 
below Himfelf. © © 2 

*(2.) Hence, if we wil take al our content, | #e 


comprehenſive, choiceſt, and bejt. || th 
Goed. ' This follows on the former : for Þ fin 
whatever we eye, ad affed for it ſelf, we”. art 
look on,. and make ovr + vr and chiefoft || th 
Good; and thence, the alone obje& of our. } th: 
Fruition- ' There is no true contentement, | ho 
but what ſprings from Fraiti»n'; and there {| bre 
is no regular Fraition, but what is conver-' Di 
ſant about the chjefejt Good: - Fruition is the Y. | 
end of Love, biit the begi/aning ot contente= Þ| the 
ment : none loves any thing as. his beſt } ft 
goed, bur +what- he would: fain injoy 3 and Þ| 7: 
none would-injoy any thing, but hat he; } As 
For, to” can 
injoy any thing, in 'a proper ſenſe, is, 
Auguſtin wel oblerves, by love to adbere unto 
it, for- it ſelf.” -Whence it 15 (evident, that | 


our Fruitzon, but God 3 in Sow. Wwe may}: he « 
ea ſubſervient'ts! him 
this wg. end, bur we may Jnjoy not 


, : i un Ln | 
S. 8." Take al Content in Chriſt. 
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ſhal be ſatisficd, when I awake with thy lthe- 


y» 


wr 


thing, but the chiefeft good : and the more 
intimate, and complete our Fruition thereof is 3 
the -more- contentement, and ſatisfaſjion we 
r | tind therein. The more the friends of Chriſt 
E | are ſwallowed wp, and, as- it were, Joſt in 
# | the fruition of Chriſt, their chicfeſt Good 3 
r | the more conteutement they find, O then! 
how ſhould they hunger, thirſt, long, and 
breath after, and ſolace themſelves in thoſe 
"| Divine ſatisfations that are in Chriſt ? 

| (4-} To content our ſelves with Chriſt,as 
= | the matter of qQur Happines, implies, au T:- 
finite thirſt, or boundleſſe deſire after the Iyjoy- 


wm v9.00 


Adequate objet of our Happines, that we 
can never excede in the Injoyment of. 
The only meſure of our lave, and fruition of 


out al meſure. He 'that contents himſelf 
with Chriſt, as his choiceſt good, thinks 
ne can never -injoy #00 much, Or enoxgh- of 
: m; : of x = ## 2M | . . ts £ | | 


RO 8 RES; 0. P-- 


( 5) He 


þ <a) 
=? 
bens 2 N 


much alſo, that ye makg him tbe alone 

Fethon. For ,, whatever 
we make the commenſurate, firmal obje of 
our Happines, that alſo we make the Foun- 
tain of our SatisfaQtion, fo P/2l. 17. 15. 1 


ues- Satisfattion, can be formed out of no- 


| the chiefeſt Good, is to love, and Injny it with-, 


fre 


but” God. iy Chriſt, '3$ the 'marter of our _ + 
k »” aa FP 3$ & a Git 


| + nn ojD3 962. VOSS BELL | - 

(3+); To,conte ur ſelves in, and. with 3. c_ 
[4 > > Jn . id Ss - #® 4» " $0 Y \ 

Chrift, as our objectzve Felicitic, implies thus EP"! 


G 
of our: {a 
tisfaQtion. 


4. Chriſt 
to be in- 
joyed 

| | w:thout 
ment of him, For Whatever we make the meſure. 


I 
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F. Chrift 


rhe meſure a6 Th beſt; good, 


of other 
Goods. 


Idea aud x. #, 


chiefeft © Good, is alw als off 


Live by. wy wpder \. C.x Ig 
05) He that Fopeepeelh It with Chrj 
ma hes him” the Cinierſ 
ol other Goods. |, For 78 
ofir- 1.2 end © an 


what we nake our Let 6D that we 'eve 
make the firſt meſure, of 1d of al oehex 
Goods., The firſt in phi 'y kind” is the me- 
fure of al. [eNg reſt. &f 8 Chriſt be 


our beft Good, he is alſo. out 'Laſt 
thence the firſt meſure of al qut Goods. | 
other inferiar Goods, muſt ſubſerve the In- 
Se of him, as Our. TFapreme, choie 
ood. 


3 all 


} 


” 
- —_— a Cx 
: } LS % 7 « 4.4 : +44 


IE FT © WW = : 
a 23. i a 4 "x \ A” 


SECT. 9. 


FO. 2 
77? AI i ES a 


v* = 6 # 


ateh _ or - for Che EE 


9: O=® laft great Advice, in order to 
the Filing up, and Improving this 


| Relation of Friendſhip with Chritt, is, In a 


ftater and conditions, of ſuffering 10 live 1 
Faith: Faith is the Life and Sox of frien 
ſhip with-Chriſt : and. the more we live þ 
faith, the\more we live as' the friends EF) 
Chrilt;** Faith is the maſter Vein, that” col 
veigheth. vitat "ſpirits, to al the laws: a 
friendſhip.” What" makes the' friends. 
Chriſt, more intimately one with him pl ap 
fyme Atbefion ro' him, by lively a :| 
faith ? Doth not this keep their, bearts' 
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+6 Chriſt, and©T riff3%$eart dſe ito them ? 


What 1s there't tVretds mote ſelf-jelonfie, _ Ws. b 


and confidenite-iti Ctiriſt, than &ltar; Teperel 
ads of faith?" 


are they thitt*Uipeind- nat 


feaſt on thetnſclye "Ind miſt on 'Chriſt,' but © 


foch as live mot BYBaith ?- Is: not” the be- 
tieving foul, b& far 48 his aw is 'predomi- 
nant, moft- 'Belod#" fot, = - obettient to 
Chriltz and 'y& oft por in  Sprir md De- 
pendent on Chit? Both not /FaitH'make 
the friends v0 CHARTS di) ters in theault' gf 
tneans;-as if there were no Grace to *Þe 
trufted in'; and yer fo =bſoburely! de; Potens 
or Chrift, as (if there were no” Fe 

diligenct t to be uſted *®'And is ne this, (tb 
mention'tio'tndre ) arie- of the pureſt fraitis 
of friendſhip With Chrift'? Bi v6 ſpeak 
more diſtin&ly'to this Head'+" The" lite "of 
Faith hath a'great Tabirgdte 3 it tegards vari- 
cette, both of Norah, "Perſops and? 'Thags 3 


ard theſe both ſertt, and fare. But we 
ab 'at preſent, eat'bf it only'a$ it regards 


«ſuffering 'com zHiofr, And that (1.) Immedi- 
otely By Chriſt.” -(2,) For Chrijt.©'** 


*2: We ſhalt of wrth rhe life of Path, as 1. The life 


ut "regards 2 ſuffi tondition immediately by of faith as 

ws ) to "2d Jekiiean _ 
muſt live by © 
y, or fom Chr by Chriſt. 


Chrift. ( He thar 


ences, Retive- 


Jo a Gractur ends I er} bon. oft to 
| trite; and wirhdraw, at lcaftas to abſefifible 


marqugs 


a fulring- 


ondition 


413 -- 


414 


Chriſt has margues of. favor; . from; his! . beſt friends 


many wiſe 
and gra- 

cious ends 
in bis ſpiri-. 


Chrilt is reſolved to be- Lard of his own 


preſence, .and loverviſits+ 2 the moſt, excellent 
the; ſame, that | 


Spirits-ſhal ſometimes 


. 


cual with- ſo they ,may learne tg, fave. by faith, on..an 


draw- 
ments. 


\___ Chriſt's Abſence from 


abſent Chriſt: 


That JGngaricns 7h 
feſtationg ans mon. ff 


Many, good fricuds of Chriſt 
do, too-oft, .doze on; the {weet refreſhments 
and. boney-dews. of Chriſt's preſence 3: and 
therefore he ſees it tity at, $umes, to lulpend 


the {ame 3: that fo they may ove. bim. more 
Purely ſor. bimſelf,, his; own efſeuti45; gveerh 


lences. ...We are tgo.apt.,to conceits .that 

js po a d R 3 a, —_ * <Sft + of debt 

Chriſt's. pxeſence is a matter, of debt, _ that 
erctore. he; wil 


xtic to go ang fomcyas he pleaſeth, 


which iu to US 3,3 
It 


take a | 


* - 
A 


art 
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A 


Puts * 


-» 


F 
(ER 5 S 

4 * 
T2 8 


the T; mir of Pride, 2 Cori. To left FE 
fboul be lifted: mp, + verspdigonmiiilike a: 
Meteor ia the air:| ghove Meſrre; He knew; 
the Cup. was mixed by, Chriſt's own: hand:y 
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and albcic, it was: viry » bitter, : yer: there 
was no: poiſon: init; Doth not Chrilt-oft 
hide himſclt, thats ſo his (friends: faith, and 


_ 


delayes of retyroing;: intended,i)as:;ineas * 


tives to make | his friends ſcek more- ear- 
veltly, after him 2: True indecd, the friends 
of, Chritt, in time of; Deſertion, think they 
are gone many, degrees b:ck;s ay, but do 
they. yot really a4tavce, atleaſt in.feveral 
Graces, -in the; end 2:Do. they :not thereby 
gain,,mpre ;-:vilt, i mean, cheap, ad bunr- 
ble..x/time of themelves ;;. bat: more L2rge, 
and Aeep, and; bighy;and;þrnadithaights -of. 
Chiilt? Are ;not, their! loxgings;;cind-lve- 
fickpyſſes aftex Chit: amore weheweut: 2 Do 
they. not .arrive; to; Aigreater meſure:of :ſelf- 
diffidence, and confidence in Chrilif?: 15. not 
their ſpiritual poveries 2nd. ſufremtiaes much 
augmented. ? Have..they not/;a more ter- 
der, dep ſenſe pt,c vith, ; ronger! canflidts; 
againſt {in .?, Have: they: not:more;Evange- 
lick, . and; (crions.;purpoſcs: of entertaining 
Chriſt wore kindly ac His. reeurne ? Such 
are-the - ſacred Benepts, which. oft: attend 
Defertion: and albcit the Lord's Retirement 
for. awhile, be mot-formally an a&tof love ; 
yet. js it. not fo intentionally 'on , Chrift's 
part? Are not. the. Graces of his triends 
hereby. drawen forth. in their moi glorious 
| | EXErcices 5. 
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Love, . may. find) bigarout 2? Are; nothis * 
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How the 
. friends of 
.Chriſt 
mult live 
by faith 
underal_ 
his Ab- 
ſenccs. 


; Mat. 15. 


confide in _an- abſent, angrie, frowning Chriſt? 


Lively Faith under C. not | 


exercices\ .namely, to adhere to, love,” and: || 


And'is -bdt the ſinceritte, 'and excellence :of 
Grace hereby /greatly: tried, and approved? 


- . Doth not- Chriſt oft. intend moti Grate: 


where: he ſometimes mioſt!i {uſpendethi the 


Geet, refreſhing tokens of his Preſence ? 


Now thefe, with many others, being the 


| gracious fratits of Chriſt's Abſence, and Re- 


tirement 'fxom his friends'for - ſome time, 
doth it not greatly concerne” them to Hive 


by Faith, under al fuch withlrawments of j 


hriſt?: Are not theſe ſome of the moft 


aoble raiſurer' of Friendſhip with "Chriſt; J: 


firmely to adbere'to, and ifolbw after, an'd 

ſent Chyiſt, yea, | although he-may ſeem tg 
eurne\ as an enemiie againſixle ſoul. Ought 
not  fajth; by freſh eleGion, and' recumbent, 
avoiich\Chriſt to be hets'1 abeir Chriſta 


ſeemingly denix the ſoul to be his? Did'uot 


the Woman of Canaan diſcover Heroick ftraing 
of friehdihip towards -Chrift; mm this parti 
cular; Mas-"'75. 22, 233'24, 25, 26, 271 
(1: ):She addrefferh her ſalf to/him as ap 
humble ſupplicant, FJ./22.'But' what coi 
fort doth® he! afford: het ? Gold comfort It 
deed 3; for: F.i.23. ' He' anſwered ber © not 't 
word. © Qne would think, her faith coilld 
pick. lite exconragemint ont of 'this : 'Whit 
worſe MeFcanthde be 'to a 'Believer,' 'thit 
no anſwer from Chrit?-'Ay;but -doth of 
her faith ſpie ſomewhat of Heaven; in this 
ſeeming Hel ? Doth | ſhe' vt apprehend 
ſomewhat of an «»ſ3yer ' ih this filence'® 
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' <Chriff? Thence fhe continues to cric after 
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him : But yct <he repels her again, 'V. 24. 
"with, I am not ſent but tothe loſt ſheep of the 


| Honſe of Tſracl. What bottome has ſhe for 


#aith now ? Is not the door quite ſhut 
*agaiult her, by this repulſe ? Doth not ' this 
ſecm worſe than #o anſwer ? Is it not as 
much, as jf Chriſt had ſaid > Jomay, be 
gone, Thave not for thee, I have nothing to 
do with thee? Ay, but yct her faith knows 
how to - improve this ſeeming denial] : 
"Though Chriit would not - owx her © for one 


of his loſt Sheep, yet the 15 reſolved to owe, 


* and avouch him for herLord : $0 V. 25, 


Lord belp me. - What anſwer doth Chrik 
make now ? V. 26. It's not meet to take 
childrens bread, and caſt it to Dogs. 'One 
would think, her faith was now. quite 
przled , and on-pluſt : but indeed it was 
never more Viftorious, as V. 27. and fhe 
ſaid, truth-Lord, &&c. Was not this alſo the 
polture of Fob's Spirit, when -he reſolved 
to: retain his confidence in Ehrift, though he. 


 thould kit him ?* And did not David's 


friendſhip with *Chrift greatly diſcover it 
{elf in this, that he- reſolved to follow after 
Chrift, though he ſeemed to flie from him, 
Pſal. 63. $? Is it not then-a grand dutic, 
incumbent on al the friends of Chrit}, . to 
Irve this generous life of fanh, under al 


ſpiritual Deſertions , and withdraroments of 


Chriſt ? Would ftiot this turne their fels, 
or' apprehended Hel, under Chrift's Abſence, 
Into a believed, coming Heaven # But to 
war _— delcend 


it 


I4o 


25, 


26, 


27. 
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Chrilt. 


Live by Faith under 


Faith. 
I- The friends of Chrift muſt, in al bis Re- 


ztirements, or ſpiritual Deſcrtions , keep up 
od thoughts, and maintain an high eſtime of 
Chriſt, This is a great part of the life of 


faith under ſpiritual Defertions. For how 
apt is Vnbclief to firike in, and raiſe many 
black lies, and falſe reports of Chriſt, in 


| his Abſence ? Unbeliet 1s a very cloxdbe, dark 


thing z and therefore extreme prone to cloth 
Chriſt, , with monſtrous frightful ſhapes 
of wrath, and ſeveritie , eſpccially in: the 
dark night. of Deſertion :* and ſuch miſe 
judgements of, and Prejugices againſt Chrilt, 
are greatly obſtrugive of a weltetnpered 
friendſhip- with him. The friends of Chyiti 
ought ..to expel al Unbelieving jeloufies of 
Chriſt in his withdrawments 3 and perſuade 
themſelves, there is much of love and kind- 
#es, even 'in Chriſt's frowns 3 bowels of 
Sympathie and . pitie, under the cloak, of 
wrath, with which he ſecmcs to be co- 
vered.. A quick-fighted faith may lee ſome- 
thing of Chriſt in al Deſertions , which 
yields matter of Hope , and good opinion 
concerning him : and | Span. the: 

that Chrift gives his friends to drink. of, by 
very bitter, and #auſeons to fleſh and bloud; 
yet faith may zaft, and ſmel ſomething ef 
Chrift therein. _ Chriſt's abſence from-. his 
friends, albeit it be a kind of temporary 
Hel, yet .it- has ſomething -of Heaven ny 
2raven 08 jt, For. Chyift never deſerts his 
friends 


C. 10, 


deſcend to ſome particulars of this life of 
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friends ſo much, as not to leave behind, 


om 3 4 Yn” 7 


Suffering from Chriſt, 


him, ſome pledge and pawn of his Retwrne.,, 
WhenChriſt is gone, al of Chriſt is not 
gone : yea, doth he not frequently, in his 
moſt ſalt. and bitter deſertions, ſend now 
and then a Meſſenger, or love-token : at leaft 
ſome inviſible ſupports, and inſeafible Tyſpi- 
rations of the Spirit of Grace 3 which are 
ſufficient Demonſtrations, that he has not 
totally left ſuch fouls, but wil ere long re- 
turn again? Is it not then a-great ofhce 
of Faith, to baniſh al theſe groundleſſe je- 
loufies, ſurmiſes, and miſreports of Chritt 3 
and to maintain high, and candid thoughts 
of him, in al his Retirements? Alas ! what 
1s Faith, but an high, noble, generous, and 
candid eftime of Chrijt ? The friends of Chrifi 
may have as low eftime of themſelves, as 
they wil, or can 3 but yet, (o Jong as they 
have an high eftime of Chriſt , let his with- 
drawments be. never fo long, or tedious, 
there is no danger of any breach in their 
friendſhip, Though Chriſt ſhould caſt his 
friends mto a finleſſe Hel of Deſertion 3 
yet could they there but retain bigh, and 
great eſtime of him, it would: prove no 
ſmal Heaven to them. It. is »xbelieving 
mitjudgements, and hard cenſures of Chriſt, 
that make the greateſt breaches on Friend- 
ſhip with him, in his Retirements. When 


Chriſt is gone, if our good opinion of him 


be not gone, al is wel. Fear not Chriſt's 
ee eſfonare regard to thee in his abſence, 
'Y findeft in . gt heart an high, 
: . C2 an 


420+ Live ly Faithunder C.1o. 
and affetionate regard to, and eſtime 
of him. H-rcin conlifis the admirable tem- 
per, 2nd good x2ture of faith, that it mourncs 
deeply, and Jongs greatly for an abſent 
Chriſt; and yet it darcs not misjudge him 
in his abſexce.” And O ! What a Soverain, 
efficacious influence hath ſuch a {weet-hu- 
mored, good-netured opinion of Chritt on 
iricndfhip with bim ? aol 

>. Submiſ- 2. This life of” faith, in times of ſpiritual 
fion ro dclerticn, implies a meck , humble, paſſive 
= _ ſubjce&ion, or ſubmiſſion to Chriſt*s Soverain af- 
won,  Midtive Pleaſure , under al ſpiritual Deſerti- 
and muyrmurs , materially blaſphemous , 
apdinſt Chriftz but faith 15 a mightie Fex- 
zble, and ſwvmiſſive Grace :' 1t can. allow 
Chriſt his times to go and come: it re- 
inembers, al Chriſt's - /ove-v3ſts are of Free- 


Grace , and therefore he muſt not be quar- 


relled with for the withdrawment thereof. 
- Faith is mightie” 3#g#ifitive after Chriſt in 
his abſence, yet darcs not be quernlous, or 
elamorous againſt ' hm : it 15 greatly ſenſi 
ble of Chriſt's withdrawments 3 but yt: 
dares not repine under them: it 15s wil- 


ting Chriſt ſhould have- his wil, though it. 


be with it*'s own loſſe : and if Chriſt may 


ein by it's private loſſes, that 35 ſome con-' 


tenttoit. Yea, fo far asfaith prevails'in 
the friends of Chrifi, they yield not only 


paffive ; - but allo attive ſubmiſſion to his 


efflidtive IWil under deſertions : ' they know 
how to ggiſſe;as wel as poſeſſe Chrilt's _ 
'T g | 0 Cs. Gs Zo T ; 


k 


045 Unbehef is ful of zmpatient clamors, 
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S.g. Suffering fro Chriſt, 

3+ This life of Faith imports, a tcn.2cions 
fixcd Reſolution, or determined purpoſe, of 
adhering nnto Chriſt, and following after bjm; 
notwithſtanding al hiy departures from th+ 
ſoul. Albeit an abſent Chriſt be a kind of 
no:Chritt, to ſpirits: ſeuſez yet ſuch is the 
Di: ine tiftia7 of Faith, as that 1t cannot 
but adhere to him fſiil. Though Chriſt 
may feem to Jet go iis h:id-fat of the 
deſertcd foul; yet taith ftil keeps it's -old- 
fijt of Chriſt: yea, oft, the more Chrilt 
ſcems to ſhake off the bclieving foul, that 
clings about him the more ſtrongly doth 
it adhere to him. Chritt's ſeeming re- 
priſes, do but work ttronger Inprlſes of 
faith and love towards Chriſt. Thus it 
was with the Woman of Canaan, Ciriit's 
ſeeming repalfiou, doth but work in her a 
ftranecr impulſi,n of taith and love, Matth. 
I's. 24, 25, 26,.27« Chrift ſeems to break 
finally with her, but ſhe caunot break, with 
him : the had an inviſible Injrird of taith, 
which kept her heart cloſe to him, under 
al his Repulſes. Yea, what a mightic $.4- 
gacitie is theyge in her faith ? Whar an Z4- 
genious, and quick retortion,doth ſhe make to 
Chriti's repulſez by granting, ſhe was 2 Dog} 
and. content to be {o accounted, on {ippo- 
ficion, ſhe might be .a Dog under his fer,” 
and at his Table. Surely her taith was no 


tool, but very ripe-witted, and ſhbarp-Filrnody 
In that it could fpic- out ſuch a forcible ar- 

gument.to urge Chrift with, even from his. 
own' ObjeGionse 


O! What an. admirable 
WE 3 *.  Chimit 
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3. Adhe- 
rence unts 


Criſt, 


Nat. 15.24. 
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4. Deſires 
to "leaſe 
Chriit, 


Live by Faith under C. 10. 


Chimiſt is faith, to extract the Spirit of pro- 
miſcs, out of denials ? Her faith zraffiqued 
with Chriſt, in the dark; his very denals 
were turngd into Tycouragements : He cals 
her Dog z but ſhe takes that wel, provided 
ſhe might be but one of his Dogs, and eat 
of the crums of mercie , that fal from his 
Table. Chriſt ſcems to drive her from 
him ; but ſhe runs not from , but to him, 
and clings about him-by faith. The more 
Chriſt Repetes,, and doubles his 2znials , the 
more ſhe repetes, and doubles her faith ; her 
faith was long-breathed, and could not be 
ztired out by al Chriſt's repulſes : Though 
Chriſt caſts her off, again and again ſhe 
avoucheth him to be her Lord, and adorcs 
him as ſuch. Yea, how artificial and wit- 
3:e 15 her faith, toretort an Argument out 
of Chrilt's own mouth, to prove her queſti- 
on ? What a good concluſion doth ſhe draw, 
trom hard premiſſes ? This is a' noble piece 
of faith, and an high degree of triendſhip, 


which al Chritts's friends maſt afpire af- . 


ter, cven to turne Chriſt's denials, into ar- 
guments of faith and adicrence 

4. Another office of Faith under ſpiri- 
tual Deſertion 1s, to ſtudie, and deſire to 
pleaſe Chriſt, notwithſtanding al bis diſplea- 


ſing earriages to the ſoul. Chriſt oft, under 


his Retirements , puts on the maſque, and 
wizard of an enemies and ſo gives many: 


ſevere laſhes, eſpecially in caſe of great back 
ſlidings, and relapſes. Now in this caſe, 


for the ſoul to endeayph, al ways poſſible, 
| - 1Þ to 
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to pleaſe Chriſt, this is an high a&@ of faith, 

and friend{hip with Chriſt. So David, with 
ofher friends of Chritt. | 

5- Again, the deſerted ſoul muit make 5. Long- - 

Chriſt's Abſence and delayes, an occaſion. and ings It er 
ground of ſtronzer Imgings , and cries after Chriſt. 
bim. AS among, intimate conhidents and. 
friends, abſence doth but inflame Aﬀettio- 
nate defircs after each other; ſo here as 
in the caſe of the Spouſe, Cant. 3« 1, 2+ 

6. In al Chrift's abſences and delaies of re- 6. Againſt 
turne, beware of fainting, and ſinking De- faintings- 
ſpondences. Though Providence may ſeem 

to crofſe promiſes , yet aſſure thy ſoul, 

Chrilt can as ſoon denie himſelf, as denic 
his word: yea, were he not true and faith- 

_ ful eo his promiſe, he were not true and 
faithful to himſclt. Tl 
7. Get that Golden Art of converting al 7 Make 

Deſertions, and deprivements of Grace, into @ hs _ 
Means of Grace. This is the admirable Dex- ** 
teritie of faith 1t can pick up food for a 
gracious life, even out of the deprivement of 
gracious Influences : yea , ſometimes it 
makes Grace,cſpecially hamilitie and the like 
Winter-Graces, to thrive moſt,under the ſiſ- 
penlion of Chriſt's ſenlible prefence. 

_ 8. Lalily, What is wanting in ſpiritual &. What is 
ſenſe make up in Faith. The purcti a&s wanting in 
of faith, are thoſe, which have leaſt of Faglc _ 
ſpiritual ſenſe, to aide and relieve them, *? 2d 
Faith. olt makes Chriſt very zear, when 
he ſcems furtheſt off. asto ſpiritual ſenſe. 


424 
The ad- 
vantages 
of faith in 
ſuftering 


tor Ghr:ft, 


Live by Faithunder OC. £0. 


2. Having diſpatcht. the offices of Faith, 


under al ſufferings immediately by, or from. | 


Chrijt, we now procede to the life .of Faith, 
as it regards ſufferings for Chriſt. And m- 
&cd thc right management hereof, has no: 
fmat influence on friendſhip with Chrilt : 
For, uſually, none approve themſelves, bet- 
ter fxiends of Chriſt, than they who ſuffe® 
molt for him ; Neither are therc any picces 
of friendſhip. more difficult. and: rare, thaw 
{uch as are attended . with moſt {ufterings 
tor Chrilt. . Hence it wit cahly appear, ob 


what a mighty uſe faith is, to the friends 


of Chriſt, in order to- the conſerving, and 
zmprovizg their friendſhip with him under 
the crofſe. What is there that' can bring, 
fo the. ſuffering triends of Chriſt, Gaiz fOout 
of L-ſſcs, Libertic out of S12verie, Glorie out: 
of S»ame, a centuple, or hundred fold ont 
of al deprivements , yea,viforie and life out 
of Death it ſelt ; but this vidorions, effica-: 
cious life of faith? What is it that keeps: 
the ſuffering friends of Chriſt, from being 
pcriccuted out of their profeſſed triendſhip 
with Chrilt, but a lively Faith ? Faith af- 
{ures the foul, it's better to weep with 
Chriſt, than to rejowe with the world ; to: 
be poor with Chriſt, than to be rich with 


worldlings; to be in priſon with Chriſt ,| 


than to be at libertie with his enemies 3 to 


bleed and die with, and for Chriſt, than to. 
lzve,cnd reigne with men. Faith knous: 


ful-wel, that al the ſufferings of Chrili s 
fsicnds are travſicnt,, and: ſhort, but their 
Hi. £et Joyes 
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joyes coming, and eterzal : yea, that their 
[ir worke for Good 3; whereas the Goods of 
worldlings work for their i]. Faith alter 
the nature of the Eroffe, and makes it a 
great bleſſing to the friends of Chritt : it . 
takes out the ſting and poiſon, and intuſcth a 
medicinal virtue mto every crofſet. Sach, 
with many others, are the advantages of 
faith in al (ufferings for Chriſt. —— 
Bat now to get this Divine Art, and $k1l —_— 
of faith, for tne right management of the” p,;h yngeg 
Croſſe, take theſe following Direzons and the Crofle, 
Rules. 
1.Give not way t5 unbelieving,bard thoughts T- Give 
of Chrijt”s Croſſe. Uubelief tzls the mind 1 99700 
; ; | | ; ard 
with many. &ifmal, black , waly, gaftly, and toes 
hard Apprehenfions of Chriſt's Croffe : it of the 
looks-upon the Croffe , as a bitter, ſour, Crolle. 
blick . fruitleſfe Crab-tree > and therefore 
pollefſleth the heart with deep diſgrfts, and 
prejudices againſt it, - Wherefore one mai 
oftice of Faith is, to remove the ſcandal, 
and il report, that Unb<licf brings on the 
Croſſe. Now this faith doth, by diſcove- 
ring, the admirable Benefits, and ſveet fruits 
of the Crofle 3 how much #ibertie of Spirit, 
15 gained by boxuds for Chriſt; how much 
peace of conſcience, by tronbles from men 3 
how much ſpprritual gain, by temporal Iifſes 
for Chriſt > how much Chriſtian Glorie, by 
the reproches of men : ' yea, faith teacheth ” 
the friends of Chriſt, that the worft of tem- 
poral Crofles, even death it felf, for Chriſt, 
rs better than the moſt flouriſhing Crown,” 
* Or 


Heb.11.26 or treafures of Zegypt, Heb. 11- 26. Eftimifg 
| the reproche of Chriſt greater riches, than the 
treaſures of Fgypt. Moſes's faith preterred 
the reproche, tears. loſſes, bonds, ſighs, and ba- 
riſhment of, and for Chriſt , before the 
Glorie, worme-eating joyes, gains, laughter, 
and delices of Pharaoh's Court. Farther, 
faith ſheweth, that the evils of the Crofle 
are but Imaginarie, and tranſient 3 that it's 
alarming fears, and wiſes are -worſle than 
it (c)f. Laſtly, faith ſhews the bleſſed fruits 
of the Croſſe; how ful of Divine Admo- 
nitions and Inſtructions it is What a 
friend itis to Grace, though an enemie to 
Nature 3 what a fſoverain Antidote againſt 
fin it is 3 bow much it humbles for ſmal 
ſins z how much the ſcum of ſin is drawn 
oft by this furnace of Chriſt z what a great 
meſure of faith, love,and other Graces grow 
on this biefſed Tree z how much free Grace: 
1s enhanced hereby, &*c. 
2. Keep _ 2+ Anothcr office of faith, in order to 
under law- the right management of the Croſle, is, #o 


leſle ſelf peep under laroleſſe ſelf, and ſoft nature,wbich! 


Rs 
--—__ very apt to murmur, deſpoud, or faint under 


nature, 


diſcovering, 24 
| (1+) What wiſe, and infinite reaſons 
there are, why Chrift's friends ſhould chears 
fully {ubmit unto, and lie level before his 
Crollc. | : 
 ( 2.) What a brutiſh, blaſphemous fa 


diſcontent under Chriii's Crofle 1s 3 how: 


much madnes, and folie lics vrapt up heres 


, 
— 


A rs 
_ , 
. 
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the Croſſe. Now this taith performes, by. 


inz 


S$,9. Suffering for Chriſh, 
in , in that, it deprives men of themſelves, 
and. tu#rxes reaſon out at doors 3 whereas 
| Divine contentement keeps the heart hxed in 
| the greateſt ſtorme, and makes men maſters 
of themſelves z which is the greateſt ſeeu- 
rItICs 


; ( 3- ) Faith keeps down ſelf, and ſoft n= 

; tare, by nailing them to the Croffe of Chriſt, 

> | and thencederiving influence for their De- 

, ſtrucion. 

, 3. Faith muſt not only ſubmit unto, bat 3, Faith 
” | chearfully eſpouſe the Croſſe of Chriſt. There muſt 

4 | lies an abſolute, and eſſential obligation on c_— 
2 | al Chriſt's friends to efpouſe his Croſſe, as 

t wel as his Perſon ; This faith alone enables 

l | them to performe, and that by diſcovering 

_ the intimate * connexion there is between 

t | Chriſt and his Croſſe ; as alſo by drawing 

: down inflaence from Chriſt, whereby the 


heart is enabled, readily to embrace, delight 
zn,and improve his Croſſe. Thus are Chriſt's 
0 F friends maried to the Crofle. 


Tr | Croſſe be never fo broad, and thick, and 
Y.j dark; yet faith can ſee thorow it, and take 
a Profpe& of coming Glorie, Be the burden 


Y | of ſufterings for Chriſt never ſo heavie, faith 

' | can make it as light as a feather, Yea, 

5 } faith converts our Crofle into armor of proof, 

. | whereby weprove viGoriows 3 it makes our 
W } ſufferings our garland, and Crown ; yea, as 
Wj Chriſt, by dying overcame death 3 fo his 

» tricads by faith in him , even in- and by 

I 


death 


'0 4+ Another main office of faith , conſiſts ,, Faith 
in it's triumph over the Croſſe. Though the muſt rri- | 


437 


umph over 
the Croſle. 


438 


5. Faith 
muſt im- 
prove eve- 
ry Crolle. 
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death” overcome death ; in'anf by 'weaknes, 
povertie, diſgrace, ſlaverie, and wants, they 
overcome al theſe. 

5. The laſt work of faith, is to make a 
wiſe,and ſandified Improvement of al Croſſes, 
or ſufferings for Chriſt, Faith in the bloud 
of Chriſt, has an admirable dexteritic, and 
miraculous Art,for the Improvement of Croſſesz 
it can melt a Croſſe of Lead, into a Goldzx 
Croſſe of Humilitie : it can ſuck the Mk, 
of Medicinal Grace, out of the bloxlie vreaits 
of perſecution : it can, by the fire of God's 
furnace, transforme an hard jro#-heart, into 
an heart of fiſh. The Croſſe of Chriſt, as 
managed, and improved by faith, becomes 
a good Purgatorie of ſin, and food for Graces 


Yea, faith in Chtift can, and oft doth make 


an old Croſſe, long out of date, become 


. as zew and green in fruit-bearins , and ule, 


as at beginning, Such are the admirable vir- 
tues of taith , as to the Manageme#t, and 
Improvement of the Croſſe ; which gives us 
abundant demonſtration, of what great ſe 
this lite of Faith is, in order to our Improve* 
ment of friendſhip with Chriſt. 


I have now finiſht our Directions , for 
walking with Chriſt as our friend. O that 
the friends of Chrift would reſ5lve,in good 
earneſt to ſet about this work! Is it not 
high time , after the Lord | has been ſo 
long contending with us, from Heaven, 
by Peſtilexce , Sword, and Fire, for our 
friendſhip and choiceſiloye, to give x to: 
him ? 
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him ? I pretend not to a Spirit of Prophecic,but 
| this I verily believe, and dare avouch, that 
it wil never be wel with us, til Chriſt has 
more of onux Thoughts, Eſtime, Dependence, 
Intention, Friendſhip, and beſt AﬀeGions, 


Doe # 


